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PUEPACE. 


TTnTTBD  Brbtrkkh  biatory  ia,  for  the  most  part,  a 
biltoiy  of  spiritaal  religion  in  opposition  to  cunal 
eocleeiastidsni.  K  the  question  be  aake<),  what  is  it 
thai  moBt  distinctly  marks  tbe  history  of  the  Wal> 
d«nKe,  the  United  Brethren,  the  earlier  M«ononitet, 
the  Ohnrch  of  the  United  Brethren,  the  Renewed 
United  SrethreD.  and  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ, 
it  mtiBt  be  anewer^,  it  teat  th«  tpirituat  lift  wki<ik 
tKty  cherUhtd  and  difused  abroad.  It  wmb  f'>r  the 
reUgion  of  the  heart, — th«  rt-lif^on  of  the  Holy  Spir- 
it,—(hat  they  tnrnod  thfir  backs  apon  the  parade 
and  fjiitter  of  great  worldly  churchca,  earnestly  con- 
teoded,  cheerfolly  sofivred,  aod  bravely  <iieKl.  7ho 
Mme  Spirit  which  vu  poDr«d  ont  apon  the  diMiplea, 
on  tbe  day  of  Pent«coet,  made  an  ©vaugelist  of  Peter 
Waldo,  endned  the  Brethren  at  Utitz  witli  power 
in  1457,  sat  upon  th«  lipe  of  Mi^-ddo  Simoui»,  and 
fired,  vitb  mieaionary  ardor,  tbe  builders  of  Herro- 
hnt.  And,  abont  one  hnndred  years  a;^,  a  revival, 
originating  in  a  haptism  of  the  Spirit,  waa  com- 
nKDoed  is  the  heart  of  a  0«naan  minister  at  Iad- 
Tft-T,  in   FenoBylTama,  which   has  beea  deepeoing 
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aod  wideDing  over  since;  and  now,  u  a  reeuU,  a 
churcii,  coinposesi  of  converted  pcnoua,  approxi- 
mating a  liundred  tlioasaud  soule,  confcssui  that 
tho  Ou«pel  is,  indeed,  *'Miu  power  of  God  aoto 
ealcalioD  to  ever;  one  that  bclieveth."  WtixuH 
Uttkkbkik,  tliQ  minister  referred  to,  aUhough  bat 
littltt  kuowu  to  the  pn:«eDt  jivDuratioti,  had,  during 
tho  last  half  of  tlic  oightoeDtb  century,  and  th« 
first  decade  of  the  aintftfonth,  few,  if  any,  Bnpe- 
riors  iu  tli«  American  pulpit ;  and,  ujt  an  evan- 
gelist, he  liae  not  bmn  czcuI)<m1  in  this  conntry. 
The  church  to 'which  his  evangelical  labors,  and 
the  labors  of  the  good  men  who  co-operated  with 
bim,  gave  rise— known  as  tlia  "  United  Brethren 
in  Chri«l" — although  not  the  smallest  uieralier  of 
the  CbrietisD  liiaiily  nacoj^nized  by  the  common 
Father,  lioa  attracted  hut  little  public  iiotice;  y«t, 
adhiiring  firmly  to  the  fundamental  facta  and  tnitlia 
of  the  Gijspel,  and  zealonsly  prnclaimiiig  them,  it 
hsB  been,  and  is  now,  adding,  every  year,  no  in- 
coDSidurable  nambar  to  the  hosts  of  the  redeemed 
on  earth  and  in  heaven.  This  church  has.  ander  ita 
care,  an  cxtcnitivo  printing  eatubtishmunt,  sevural 
good  iustitutions  of  luaruing,  and  it  anpports  more 
than  two  hundred  missionaries.  It  exists  in  the 
Eastern,  Middle,  Southern,  and  Western  States,  Id 
mo«t  of  the  t^rritortes.  and  in  Canada;  and,  io 
•«vera1  of  the  Western  Statee,  it  is  amongst  the  largest 
dimominatious. 

It  has  bwn  vciy  properly  rc^marked,  that  there  ar« 
two  methods  of  writing  the  history  of  a  denomina- 
tiou.    One  is,  to  trace  the  cropping  out  of  ita  priu* 
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Ciplts,  tliroiigli  eecloeiastical  bistorv,  fh>rn  the  tlmf 
of  tile  New  TugCament  to  the  pneunt  time.  Aaotber 
ia,  to  kok  for  tliu  uarliest  dine  when  ita  prraont  or- 
gaoUadoD  took  itg  fonn  and  sbape,  and  thence  trace 
itfl  program.  I  have  attempted  to  oombiae  both 
tbu&e  mechoda;  aud,  id  puraimnce  of  tins  plan,  tliv 
TulttiDc  now  oScred  to  ttic  [>ublic  h  diritled  into  two 
parts. 

Part  Fibst,  which  is  iatrodactor^,  contains  a 
Bk«teh  of  tlie  ftnttMStxlents  of  the  United  Brethren  in 
Christ,  bj  which  term  I  refer  to  thoee  older  reli^:- 
jotw  bodies  to  nrhich  otir's  ia  related  in  lilstory,  doe- 
trine,  spirit,  and  name.  Som«  account  will  bv  fuand, 
in  thU  part,  of  the  tteiiewed  United  Brethren;  <4 
the  Mennoniteit,  who  are  related  to  the  United 
BrvChroD;  of  titv  Charch  of  llic  Uuiu-d  Bretlimn; 
Oif  thv  priuiittve  United  Brethren,  and  of  the  Wal- 
denses,  from  whom  thu  United  Brethren  descended. 
A  proper  mideretaDdiDg  and  applic-atioii  of  the  facts 
noticed  in  this  part  of  the  work,  wotild  do  some- 
thing, I  think,  toward  th«  abatement  of  that 
higU-chnrch  pride  which  manifests  itself  in  ver,y 
lot\y  preteDHiona,  and  ia  wont  to  scorn  the  United 
Brvtbreii  in  Christ  as  a  '^sect,"  u»ing  that  term  id 
its  moec  ofieoBive  aoufio.  Iligii -churchmen  have 
tlitfir  autecodents,  and  the  Unitod  Brethren  in  Chriat 
have  their's;  and,  if  1  have  a  pmper  understanding 
uf  the  thctg  of  historv,  the  latter  need  not  shrink 
from  a  comparison  witii  the  former. 

Tho  Sbcond  Fakt  coiitaiitii  a  btstoi^'  of  the  rise 
and  progr««s  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Ohriat,  Dp 
to  the  death  of  William  Otterbcin,  near  the  close  of 
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the  year  1813.  Witii  the  death  of  Boehm,  Que* 
tiling,  an<I  Otterboiii,  properly  cli.>9t»  an  iuiportauC 
period  of  Uoifod  Brethren  liistor^',  A  8ucj>ii(1  toI- 
note,  now  io  course  of  prcparAtion  for  tho  proiB, 
•will  bring  the  hiatofy  down  to  the  present  time. 

Ie  the  prejmrarion  of  Part  First,  I  liave  been 
vury  iDaturiuHy  aided  by  tbi)  excullent  liiwtory  of  the 
United  Brethren,  writton  by  Hkv.  John  lloLMngj  and 
})ubli8hi>d  in  Loadoa,  England,  in  IS25.  It  is  now, 
I  bulii'Te,  cDtireiy  out  of  print;  but,  tbrungh  tb« 
kindni.>es  of  the  Brethren  at  Btjtblolicm,  Pa-,  a  copy 
■was  placed  in  my  handa. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  Second  Fart,  f  hava 
drawn  largely  upon  the  hiatory  of  the  United  Breth- 
n»Q  in  Ohriet  writteo  by  Kkv.  H.  O.  Spatth.  and 
publtshed  at  Circlavillo,  in  1851.  in  many  cases,  I 
havo  followed  Mr.  Spaylh'a  idea  closely  without  ua- 
iag  fals  language;  in  other  cases,  1  have  transferred 
whole  pagce,  making  slight  changea  in  the  language. 
Indeeii,  Mr.  S.'a  liistory  is  indispenBable  to  a  proper 
nndemtaiiding  of  the  rise  of  the  United  Brethren  ia 
Ohrist;  and  the  Clinrch,  in  all  time  to  come,  will 
be  indebted  to  him  Ibr  the  most  valuable  coD&riba* 
tioo  lo  her  early  history. 

The  likeDesit  which  accoupanius  this  volume,  wag 
obtained  Iroui  a  painting  exo«utcd  for  Peter  Hof- 
raaa,  one  of  the  eldere  of  Mr.  Otterbeiu's  church  in 
Baltimore. 

I  submit  this  work  to  the  public,  desiring  that  it 
may  contribute  something  to  the  canae  of  experi- 
mental raligiOD. 

Jobs  Lawkeboi 
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THE    WALDENSES. 

TJnios  with  Cliri«t  is  e*«ential  to  religious 
life.  This  is  a  fundaiucntal  doctriiio  of  the 
Christian  religion.  It  is  distinctly  usaerted, 
and  impresaively  illustrated,  by  the  Lobd 
himself,  in  the  jNirable  of  the  vine  and  the 
branches;  and  it  is  the  central  thought  in 
the  writings  of  all  the  apostles.  The  moat 
wonderftil  mystery  of  the  universe, — tlie  mys- 
tery which  Vioa  hid  from  ages  and  genera- 
tions, and  into  which  the  angels  desired  tu 
look, — is  solved  and  summed  up  in  the  brief 
aentence—"  Christ  in  you  the  hope  of  glorj'." 

Union  with  Chnst  is  also  the  condition  of 
Christian  fellowship.  That  pure,  fervent,  dis- 
interested lo^'c,  which  is  its  ci^sence,  is  a  pul- 
sation from  the  heart  of  Jesus.  They,  and 
Uiey  only,  who  live  in  Christ,  who  is  the 
Life, — who  walk  in  Ghriat^  who  is  the  Light, 
— 4i&ve  fellowship  one  with  another;  and, 
therefore,  union  with  Christ  is  indispensable 
tv  the  very  existence  of  a  Christian  church; 
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fbr  it  'w]]\  hardly  be  maintained,  by  any  one, 
that  a  Christian  church  can  exist  where  there 
is  no  Christian  fellowship. 

The  PRtMiTivE  CnuHCii  was,  without  doubt, 
composed,  exclusively,  of  men  and  women  who 
had  personally  renounced  all  sin,  and  accept- 
ed of  Jesus  as  the  only  Savior  and  Mediator. 
The  GrospeJ  came  to  them,  not  in  word  only, 
but  in  power;  and,  therefore^  each  member  of 
the  church  could  relate  a  stirring,  pcrscmal  ex* 
perience,  and  magniiy  the  grace  of  God,  rejoio 
ing  in  a  happy  ajiisciousness  of  pardon  and 
peace,  purity  and  power,  arising  from  an  in- 
timate and  endearing  union  with  Christ.*  In 
a  word»  it  was  a  living  church,  united  in 
Christ  the  living  head. 

Its  worship  consisted  in  the  singing  of 
paahns,  hymns,  and  spiritual  songs;  in  read- 
ing the  Holy  Scriptures;  in  sermons  and  ei- 
hortations;  in  the  relation  of  Christian  expe- 
rience; and  in  the  celebration,  in  the  simplest 

■  Many  un  Um  mark*  whjcb  the  li-amed  hnrii  gWsn  un  of  Uio  traa 
ebtucb :  bol,  be  ihoc  u  It  will,  no  idui.  wlictlior  laamad  or  anlMm- 
tA,  tmn  baro  toy  mnrk  nr  pri>ir  of  hit  «vn  truo  dturoh  mcintMrahip, 
Inil  hi*  1wiii)[  diukJ  uolo  all  xin,  niii]  nli>(>  uiitv  nil  rigbUvumet^ 
TbU  can  nnt  bv  inor*  plaiiily  tuli]  uh  Lbnn  In  Uiv  wanls  or  onr 
Lord.  "  lie  iliK  camniitteUi  kin  U  tti«  terraul  of  tin  ;"  but,  lordy,  (be 
■0T«tit  at  Bin  can  nol,  at  the  same  time,  be  &  living  niciiibet  of 
Obriafs  bod;,  or  that  new  citoture  which  dwelleib  in  Obtist,  and 
Ohiut  ia  hicn.— tVttlMnXiiiB. 


UNITED    BRETHREN    IN    CHRIST.       19 

possible  manner,  of  the  ordinances  established 
by  the  Lord.  It  had  no  stately  liturgy,  no 
impofting  forms.  Those  were  introduced  at  a 
later  period,  when  the  power  of  godliness  had 
somewhat  declined. 

The  government  of  the  church  was  simple 
M  its  worship.  No  one  was  called  Rabbi, 
Doctor,  HLs  (rrace,  or  His  Holiness;  while 
all  acknowledged  the  one  Divine  Ijord  and 
Savior.  The  most  perfect  equality  reigned. 
Whoever  believed  the  Gospel  with  the  hearty 
and,  with  the  mouth,  made  confession  unto  sal- 
vation, was  solemnly  baptized,  imnietlifttely 
received  into  the  church,  and  reoogniaed  as  a 
fellow-citizen  of  the  household  oS  faith.  To 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  to  persons  of  rank,  ami 
to  slaves,  the  endearing  ami  leveling  term, 
"brethren,"  was  applied  without  distinction. 
Ho  traces,  whatever,  of  a  porajwiis  and  lord- 
ing hierarchy  can  be  discovered  in  the  oon- 

,8tituUon  of  the  apostolic  church.* 

Simple  as  this  church  was  in  its  oi^aniza- 

'tioD  and  mode  of  worship,   and  little  as  it 
poflMBsed  of  wealth,  learning,  or  any  human 


■  Tkan  nigwd  uoonc  ^  «Mraban  of  tl)«  dirlnllka  einirali, 
nnm«r  dfaUogvblud  b;  vordly  r»nk  and  tltloa.  not  onljr  u  icala* 
la  tamoBf.  tntt  iIm  ■  parftct  •(joalitf^-iVofAlMir  Appl«cil«  M 
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means  of  success,  it  proved  to  be,  nevortho- 
leea,  a  moral  force,  unequalled  and  irresisti- 
ble. Into  all  the  accessible  and  known  habita- 
tions of  the  world,  the  plain  and  earnest  mes- 
sengers of  salvation  went  abroad,  preaching  a 
crucified  and  risen  Savior,  making  no  com- 
promises with  evils,  giving  no  quarter  to  errors, 
cheerfully  enduring  all  manner  of  reproaches 
and  persecutions,  tortures  and  deaths;  and, 
every-where,  numerous  converts  were  made,  and 
living  churches  planted.  During  the  first  throe 
centuries  millions  of  people,  of  vai-ious  and  di- 
versified  languages  and  climes,  heard  and  re- 
ceived the  glad  tidings.  Paganism,  although 
honored  in  thousands  of  magnificent  temples, 
presiding  in  al!  the  scats  of  learning,  cm- 
Ibalmed  in  immortal  poetry,  diffused  through 
■every  «pccies  of  literature,  Interwoven  with 
the  social  state,  and  entrenched  behind  all 
the  civil  and  military  powers  of  the  earth, 
fell  before  the  onward  march  of  the  Gospel; 
and  so  gloriously  did  the  light  shine  forth  that 
the  universal  reign  of  righteousness  seemed 
zioar. 

But  "  the  mystery  of  iniquity,"  foreseen  by 
the  apostle,  and  delineated  with  remarkable 
iaithfiilness  in  the  glowing  pages  of  the  Rev- 
elation, began  to  develop  its  amazing  power 
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vitMn  the  ecclesiastical  pale  itself.  The  con- 
version tv  the  Cbristian  faith  of  the  Roman 
emptTor,  Coiistantine,  was  cverj'-whorc  hailed 
by  the  church  aa  an  event  of  great  promise 
Co  Christianity.  Long  had  the  Christians  en* 
Jurrd  cverj'  species  of  wrong  and  suffbring 
in  defenac  of  the  Gospel;  but  now  they  were 
promised  rest,  and  nobility  began  to  smile  on 
them.  The  Christian  church  became  a  popu- 
lar institution.  Wealth  poured  into  it  Its 
original  simplicity  of  worship,  doctrine  and 
goremraent,  was  c&sentially  modified  to  ren- 
der it  more  consonant  to  the  high  views  of 
the  imperial  convert  and  his  court,  and  mure 
agreeable  to  the  appetites  and  fashions  of  a 
corrupt  age.  Hence,  the  chief  ministers  or 
biuhops  were  elevated  to  seats  of  princely 
power;  lordly  coclesiastical  titles  were  invent- 
ed and  conferred;  new  doctrines  were  pro* 
mulgated,  and  pagan  mysteries  wei-e  either 
wsociatod  with  the  simple  rites  of  the  Gos- 
pel, or  substituted  in  their  place.  The  touch- 
ing simplicity  of  worship  gave  place  to  <•*» 
empty  ceremonial,  pleasing  enough  to  the  un- 
apiritual  eye,  and  sufficiently  attractive  to  the 
carnal  mind.  The  word  of  God,  so  long  the 
only  authority  in  all  matters  of  faith  and 
practice,  was  subordinated  to  the  decisions  of 
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couooile,  and  ceased  to  be  the  touchstone  of 
truth.  Thu  mild  and  strict  di&cipliiio  of  tlie 
aiHJiiluUc  timoa,  wud  [Mirtially  or  wholly  aban- 
duued.  The  strait  gate  was  widened,  the  nar- 
row way  made  broad,  for  the  coavenience  and 
«om/ori  oi  the  fasUiuu&ble,  the  proud,  tho  ajQ- 
bitioits,  and  ovon  tUo  itmnoraJ.  The  bounda- 
ries, marked  out  by  the  Liord,  b^twocn  the 
chtirch  and  tlte  world,  oimj  by  one,  were  re- 
ntovod,  until  all  lutd  at  \mi  ilisapjieared. 

^^'hite  this  transformation  of  the  popular 
church  was  going  forward,  for  it  waa  a  work 
flf  centuries,  the  dark  agea  came  on.  The 
Koman  empire,  which  had  long  been  decay- 
ing, unable  U>  withittand  the  powerful  aasaults 
of  the  hardy  barbarians  with  whom  it  had 
long  warred,  and  having  fulfilled  its  prophetic 
deatiuy,  fell.  WHiole  nations  of  barbariana 
poured  into  it  from  tlie  North,  and  in  the 
Eaat  MohammedaniBm  arose  and  began  its 
bloody  eonqueats.  Amid  the  confusion  and 
darkness,  the  strife  and  blood,  the  Man  of  Sin 
— the  papal  hierarchy — ^grow  up  with  won- 
dcrftil  rapidity^  and  attained  amazing  j>owcr. 
Before  it  kings  and  emperors  bowed  in  the 
most  slavish  submission.  The  pope,  as  G^od. 
seated  himself  in  the  temple  of  God,  and,  for 
ages  and  ages  employed  bis  almost  unlimited 
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civil  and  eccleftiastical  power  in  tLe  lOfratifica 
lion  *ti  tbu  worst  vices,  and  in  shcddiug  tii« 
Uood  of  tbe  saints  of  the  Moat  Uigh. 

But  it  must  aot  be  inferred  from  tlie  fore- 
going facts,  that  the  gates  of  hell  had  pre 
vailed  against  the  chnrch ;  for,  iie  hUtortj  of 
a  living  ckurck^  adhering  umrwervingltf  to  Christ't 
vcrd,  Jrlfed  with  the  Spirit^  dhfingu-ishcd  for  <til 
■practical  vittneA,  and  pratesting  against  ail  tie- 
pariuren  frpni  apostolic  fhith  and  tliscipline,  is 
coeval  mfh  t^  iti^or^  of  papal  itaurpation  and 
depravity.  It  ia  a  fact  universally  admitted, 
thst>  dunng  cvorr  period  of  the  middle  ages, 
Je^ua  had  numerous  witnesses  in  the  dark 
bosom  of  the  church  of  Rome  iteelf.  But 
entirely  imtMifh'  of  that  rhun*li,  distinct  from 
it,  and  protesting  buldly  ngiiinat  it,  wc  Hnd, 
in  every  age,  vigorous  and  powerful  bodies 
of  Christians,  who  maintained  the  doctrine, 
discipline,  and  spirit  of  the  aiMwloIic  church. 
Toward  this  church  the  anger  of  Rome  never 
cooled;  and  the  blood  of  ita  confessors,  how- 
ever freely  poured  out,  never  satiated  her 
cruel  thirst. 

The  most  painfully  exciting  portion  of  eo- 
deaiastical  history  ia  that  which  describes  the 
extraordinary  efforts  of  the  ]>apal  power  to 
extirpate  the  true  and  only  church  of  Christ 
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OH  earth.  But  the  dungeon,  scaffold,  gibbet, 
rack,  fire,  and  every  instrument  of  torture 
which  infernal  ingenuity  could  invent,  failed 
to  aoeomplish  the  desire  of  that  gi-eat  and 
malignant  jwwcr,  because  Jesus  had  said, — 
"  Upon  this  rock  I  will  build  my  church ; 
and  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  a^inst 
it." 

The  Vaudois  or  Waldeusea  (Men  of  the 
Valleys)  existed  at  a  very  early  period. 
They  have  a  tradition  among  them,  which  ia 
not  altogether  unworthy  of  credit,  that  their 
fathers,  offended  at  the  liberality  with  which 
Constantine  endowed  the  cbureli,  and  espe- 
cially at  the  eagerness  with  which  the  impe- 
rial favors  were  received  by  Sylvester  and 
the  leading  bishops,  seceded  from  the  popu* 
lar  churfb.  and  organized  societies  for  the 
promotion  of  genuine  religion,  and  to  keep 
alive  the  holy  flame  of  love;  and,  that  they 
might  be  less  exposed  to  annoyance  and  per- 
secution, they  retired  into  Alpine  solitudes, 
where,  for  a  long  period,  they  flourished  in 
eimiparative  quietude.  It  ia  evident  that  the 
Cathari,  or  Puritans  in  the  West,  who  arose 
in  the  third  century,  and  the  Pauliciana  in 
the  East,  who  flourished  in  the  seventh,  sep- 
arated from  the  prevailing  church  on  account 
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of  its  increasing  errors  of  doctrine  and  praty 
tice,  and  that  they  agreed,  in  all  essential 
matters,  with  the  Leonists,  Piccurds,  Albi- 
gensea,  Vaudois,  and  Waldenses.* 

Reineriua  Sacho,  a  Romish  inquisit^ir,  who- 
was,  at  one  period  of  hia  lifCf  a  member  of 
the  Waldensian  chiirch,  has  left  upon  record 
a  valuable  testimony  in  relation  to  the  Wal- 
denses. He  says: — "Among  all  sects  or  re- 
ligious parties  separated  from  the  Romish 
church,  there  ia  not  one  more  dangerous  than 
the  Leonists  or  Waldenses,  fbr  the  following 
reasons:  first,  because  this  sect  ia  older  than 
any  other.  It  existed,  according  to  some,  in 
the  days  of  pope  Sylvester,  in  the  fourth  cen- 
tnry,  and,  according  to  others,  even  in  the 
days  of  the  apostles.  Secondly,  because  it  is 
widely  spread;  for  there  is  scarcely  a  coun- 
try into  which  it  has  not  found  its  way. 
Thirdly,  because,  while  other  sects  create  dis- 
gust by  their  blasphemous  doctrines,  this  has 
a  great  appearance  of  piety,  as  its  members 
lead  a  righteous  life  before  men,  believe  the 
truths  concerning  God  and  divine  things,  and 
retain  all  the  articles  of  the  apostolio  ftiith, 
OJtl^  hatiTiff  the  Romish  chuTch  and  cierfftf." 

■  Hislorj  of  tlis  Protostaut  Obutcfa  tit  Oi*  Unitad   Brolhtvo,  bj 
Ba*.  Joliii  Holmu.    Prialed  in  Loudon,  1835. 
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About  the  year  1160,  Peter  Waldo,  an  opu- 
lent merrliant  oi  Lyons,  in  Franco,  awaketioil 
by  a  atarlUng  pn>videnoe*  from  the  sleep  of 
8in,  commenced  the  study  of  the  Holy  dcriiv 
tures.  It  was  not  long  before  tke  way  of  Bal- 
vatiou,  by  faith  in  Jesua,  was  mtiAa  plain  to 
bis  mind,  and  verified  by  a  happy  experlenoe 
of  sine  forgiven.  Henceforth  he  devoted  hi[n- 
aelf  and  ail  his  poasessiona  to  the  serWoe  of 
God.  With  the  assistance  of  some  learned 
men,  he  translated  the  four  Gospels  into  the 
French  langua^.  "This  was  the  first  trans- 
lation of  any  part  of  the  Bible  into  a  modern' 
tongue."  He  also  organi/^  a  society  for  the 
promotion  nf  religinua  knowledge,  and  the  cir- 
culation of  the  Scriptnri-s  in  the  lanp;uage  of 
the  common  people.  Many  jjersons  heard  and 
received  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  from 
the  lips  nf  Waldo;  and  thoHe  living  oonvertft 
were  not  long  separated  from  their  brethren 
of  like  faith  and  experience, — ^the  Vaudois  at 
Waldensea, — in  the  vallies  of  Piedmont;  and, 
although  Itnown  by  different  nam«fl  in  differ- 
ent countries,  their  history  uniformly  flows 
in  one  channel. 

From  the  commenoement  of  his  erang«l- 

*  One  oTeoiDf  »ftw  safipcr,  wtila  mjo^ing  tfa*  •ootrty  «*  tW 
iiindi,  0I14I  of  ibcm  fell  dovn  ud  iikxlmntly  expind, 
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(oal  labors  at  Ljoiu,  Waldo  was  opposed  by 
the  Rotuisli  ecclvsliL^UL-a.  The  leader  of  the 
opposiliua  traa  tbc  archbishop.  That  a  lay- 
luan  should  profess  a  knowledge  of  sins  for- 
givea,  translate  and  circulate  the  Scriptures, 
preach,  and  awaken  the  people  to  a  sense  of 
their  aiim,  wtut  an  unpartlonable  ofien»e  in 
the  eyes  of  his  gnuic,  the  archbishop  of  Lyons. 
Hence,  stringent  measures  were  adopted  to 
>reTent  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures,  to 
^«lo8e  the  mouth  of  Waldo,  and  destroy  his 
influence.  "But  the  purity  and  simplicity  of 
the  religion  which"  he  and  his  co-lalrarers 
"taught,  the  spotless  innocence  which  shone 
fi)rtli  in  their  actions,  and  the  noble  iwntempt 
of  riehos  and  honors  manifested  in  the  whole 
of  their  conduct  and  couvomation,  appeared 
BO  SDgaging  to  alt  such  as  hatL  any  sense  of 
true  piety,  that  the  number  of  their  societies 
«1  from  day  to  day."* 
Unable  to  check  the  revival,  the  archbish- 
op ajipealed  for  help  to  the  pope  of  Romq. 
Alexander  III.  issued  a  terrible  bull  against 
the  heretics,  as  he  affected  to  regard  them. 
*'We,  therefore,"  said  he,  "subject  to  a  curse 
both  thenuelves  and  their  defenders  and  har- 
borers,  and,  under   a  curse,  we   prohibit   all 

•  HmUcs,  p.  S91. 
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persons  from  admitting  them  into  their  houses, 
or  receiving  them  upon  their  lands,  or  cher- 
ishing them,  or  eiercising  any  trade  with 
them.  *  •  Let  them  not  receive  Christian 
burial."  Liberal  indulgences  were  granted  to 
soldiers  who  should  slaughter  them  without 
pity;  and,  to  facilitate  the  work  of  death,  the 
Inquisition,  horribly  prominent  in  later  eccle- 
siastical history,  was  invented.  Deprived  of 
all  civil,  social,  and  religious  rights  and  priv- 
ileges, the  poor  Waidenses  were  pursued  with 
unrelenting  furj-  for  a  period  of  seventy-three 
years — from  1180  to  1253.  "But  such  was 
their  invincible  fortitude,  that  neither  fire  nor 
sword,  nor  the  most  cruel  inventions  of  mer^ 
ciless  persecution,  eould  dampen  their  zeal, 
or  entirely  ruin  their  cause."  God  was  with 
them,  and,  in  spite  of  all  opposition,  the  good 
seed  of  the  word  was  extensively  sown,  "an 
incredible  number*'  of  converts  wore  made; 
and,  although  evory-where  proscribed,  and 
"killed  all  the  day  long,''  they  stood  up  for 
Christ  and  his  word,  and  bore  a  testimony 
against  Home  which  cast  a  shadow  upon  tho 
papal  throne  itself. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  stru^le,  Peter 
Waldo  was  driven  from  Lyons  into  Piccardyj 
thence  into  Germany;  and  at  last'he  closed 


VKITSD    SBXTUaGH    IN    CUBIST.      29 

huj  evangelical  labors  and  hja  life  among  the 
brave  Bohemian  mountaineers, — the  aucoators 
of  John  Hu&a.  After  sowing  in  those  mount- 
uns  the  imperishahle  seed,  he  died  peace- 
fully in  1180.*  Of  the  fruits  of.  his  labors 
wo  shall  see  fcereafter. 

In  relation  to  the  character  of  the  Wal- 
denses,  the  general  purity  of  their  lives  and 
the  soundness  of  their  doctrlDe,  we  have  the 
most  satisfoctory  proofs.  Even  those  who 
esteemed  it  their  dut^'  to  kill  them  without 
|n(y,  bear  testimony  to  the  escellcnce  of  their 
lives.  Of  them  St  Bernard  says: — "There 
is  a  sect  which  calls  itseLf  after  no  man's 
name,  which  pretends  to  be  in  the  direct 
line  of  apostolical  succession,  and  which,  rus- 
iic  and  unleamcd  though  it  is,  contends  that 
the  church  (Roman  Catholic)  is  wrong,  and 
that  itself  alone  is  right.  If  you  ask  them 
of  their  faith,  nothing  can  be  more  Chris- 
tian-like; if  you  observe  their  conversation, 
nothing  can  be  more  blameless,  and  what 
they  speak  they  make  good  by  their  ac- 
tions. •  •  As  to  life  and  manners,  he 
(the  Waldensian)  circumvents  no  man,  over- 
reaches no  man,  does  violence  to  no  man. 
He  fast«   much,  and   cats   not  the  bread  of 

•  WatUingtac,  p.  3U. 
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idleness,  but  works  with  his  hands  for  his 
support."  An  inquisitor  says  of  them:  "They 
are  orderly  and  modest  in  their  behavior. 
They  avoid  all  appearance  of  pride  in  dress; 
they  neither  indulge  in  finery  of  attire,  nor' 
are  they  remarkable  for  being  mean  and 
ragged.  They  get  their  living  by  manual 
industry.  They  are  not  anxious  about  amass- 
ing riches,  but  content  them-selves  with  the 
necessaries  of  life.  Even  when  they  work, 
they  either  learn  or  t^ach."* 

In  piety  and  mn\,  in  humility  and  patient^ 
endurance  for  Christ's  sake,  and  in  all  the 
elements  of  a  Ifew  Te.stament  minister,  the 
Waldknsian  prfachfks  were  the  truest  rep- 
resentatives and  successors  of  the  apostles  on 
earth.  They  were  not  lovers  of  filthy  lucre, 
nor  did  they  aspire  to  places  of  power. 
Raised  up  from  among  the  working  people, 
and  moved  to  preach  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
they  aime<l  singly  at  the  glory  of  God;  and 
such  was  thoir  interesi  in  the  caiwe,  that  they 
thought  it  no  hardship,  when  necessity  r&» 
qtdrctl,  to  earn  a  part,  or  the  whole,  of  their 
support  at  the  loom.  Although  pre-eminentb 
qualified  to  "win  souls,"  and  to  feed  the 
flock  of  God,  they  were  held  in  great  con- 

•  Joaes'  ChnTcb  mnUirj,  Vol.  II.,  [»  64. 
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tempt  by  the  Romish  ecclesiastics;  and  it 'was 
rvganiwl  as  especially  dis^awful  that  they 
were  "trAdeamen."  To  this  the  Waldonaiaiis 
usually  replied:  "Wo  do  not  think  it  iiecBs- 
sary  that  oiir  jmstors  should  work  for  bread. 
They  might  be  better  qualified  to  instruct  U3, 
if  we  could  maintain  them  without  their  own 

ibor,  bat  our  poverty  has  no  other  remedy."^ 

In  DOCTRINE  the  Waldenses  never  swerved 

from  the  apostolic  teaching.     The  reader  will 

laa  us  for  inserting  in  this  place,  without 

ibridgmonty    a   confbssion  of  faith   put  forth 

IV  thia  church  in  1544.     It  contains  tho  sub- 

■ 

stonoo  of^  and  is  in  perfect  concord  with,  the 
older  confessions  i  and  it  is  a  very  clear  ex- 
>res9ion  of  that  truth  which  vr&s  from  tho 
eginning,  and  was  never  lost  nor  corrupted 
by  the  true  church: — 


CONFESSION. 

1.   We  believe  that  there  is  but  one  GJod, 
rbo  is  a  Spirit — the  Creator  of  all  things— 

*  IMirriBg  te  iM  »|miMh  tMt  upoii  U10  Wkld«n«lin  ninJMry  tw- 
kcMMe  lLf7  v*M  tr»d«taiFD,  Jokn  Uill(in  khj-k  :  -■  But  ouir  miuifttcrt 
r{Ttfi!rTui(luU)«  Bn([li*hderK;]  Koni  lu  iiw  a  Inu]«,  »n<l  count  It* 
MpTMth  of  tliiii  tga  Oikt  IndMmen  prtoch  tbe  Oofpel.  It  ver« 
M  In  viibed  Uict  vera  ill  tndMniea  ;  tittj  vculd  nol  Uioa,  for  Ui* 
vuii  of  Kn<itb«r  Indr,  make  ■  Irad*  of  Ibuir  prouhiag:  ftnd  y«t 
thtj  damor  i^t  nuAmatia  pratch,  UioDgb  ibtj  prcub,  while  them. 
Him  tarn  tlM  Tvnt  tndMnm  of  aU." 
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iho   Father  of  all,    who   is   aboYo   all,   andl 
through  all,  aod  in  us  all;  who  is  to  be  wor<| 
shiped  in  spirit  and  in   tnith — upon  whom 
we  are  continually  dependent,  and  to  whom 
we  ascribe  praise  for  our  life,  food,  raiment)! 
health,    sickness,    prosperity,   and    adversity. 
We  love  him  as  the  source  of  all  goodness, 
and   reverence    him   as   that  sublime   being 
who  searchoth  the  reins  and  trieth  the  hearts 
ef  the  children  of  men. 

2.  We  believe  that  Jea\is  Christ  is  the  Son 
and   image  of  the  Father — that   in   him  all 
the  fullness  of  the  Godhead  dwells,  and  that 
BY  HIM  aloiic  we  know  the  Father.     Ho  is 
our  Mediator  and  Advocate ;  nor  is  there  any 
other  name  given  imder  heaven  by  which  we 
can  be  saved.     In   bis   name   alone  we  cair 
upon  the  Father,  using  no  other  prayers  thaaj 
those  contained   in   the   Holy  Scriptures,   or^ 
auch  as  are  in  substance  agreeable  thereunto. 

3.  We  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit  as  the 
Comforter,  proceeding  from  the  Father  and 
from  the  Sou;  by  whose  inspiration  we  are 
taught  to  pray;  being  by  him  renovated  inj 
the  spirit  of  our  minds;  who  creates  us  anew] 
unto  good  works,  and  from  whom  we  receive 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth. 

4.  We  believe  that  there  ia  one  holy  churc 
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comprising  the  whole  assembly  of  the  elect 
and  faithful,  that  have  existed  from  the  be* 
giooing  of  the  world,  or  that  shall  be  to  the 
eod  thereof.  Of  this  church  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  head.  It  is  governed  by  his 
word,  and  guided  by  his  Holy  Spirit.  In 
the  church  it  behooves  all  Christians  to  have 
ftUowship.  For  her  he  (Christ)  prays  inoes- 
itly,  and  his  prayer  for  it  is  most  accept- 
able to  God,  without  which,  indeed,  there 
could  be  no  sah^aiion. 

5.  We  hold  that  the  ministere  of  the  church 
should  be  unblamable  buth  in  life  and  doc- 
trine; and,  if  found  othenvise,  that  they  ought 
to  be  deposed  from  their  office,  and  others 
substituted  in  their  stead;  and  that  no  person 
••tight  to  presume  to  take  that  honor  unto 
himself^  but  he  who  was  called  of  God  as 

iras  Aaron;  that  the  duties  of  such  are  to  feed 
the  flock  of  God,  not  for  filthy  lucre's  sake,  or 
having  dominion  over  God's  heritage,  but 
as  being  examples  to  the  flock  in  word, 
in  conversation,  in  charity,  in  faith,  and  in 
chastity. 

6.  We  acknowledge  that  kings,  princes, 
and  governors,  are  appointed  and  established 
ministers  of  God,  whom  we  are  bound  to  obey, 
[in  all  lawful  and  civil  concerns];    for  they 
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bear  the  sword  for  the  defense  of  the  inno* 
cent,  and  the  punishment  of  evil  doers;  for 
which  reason  we  are  bound  to  honor  tbem 
and  pay  them  tribute.  From  thiu  power  and 
authority  no  man  can  exempt  himself,  as  is 
manifest  from  the  example  of  the  Lord  Jeaus 
Christ,  who  voluntarily  paid  tribute,  not  tak- 
ing upon  himself  any  jurisdiction  of  temporal 
power. 

7.  We  believe   that,  in   the    onlinanco   of 
baptism,  the  watiT  is  the  visible  and  exter- 
nal sign,  which  represents  to   us  that  which, 
bv  virtue  of  God's  invisible  operation,  is  with 
in  as — namely,  the  renovation  of  our  minds,, 
and  the  mortitieation  of  our  members  through 
[the  faith  of]  Jesus  Christ.     And  by  this  or- 
dinance we  are  receive<l  into  the  holy  congre- 
gation of  God's  people,  previously  professing 
and  dcelarinf*  our  faith  and  chanpre  of  Hfe. 

8.  Wo  hold  that  the  Lord's  Supper  is  a 
commemoration  of,  and  thanksgiving  for,  the 
benefits  which  we  have  received  by  his  suffer- 
ings and  death ;  and  that  it  is  to  be  received 
in  faith  and  love — examining  ourselves,  that  so 
we  may  eat  of  that  bread,  and  drink  of  tliafc 
cup,  as  it  is  written  in  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

9.  We  maintain  that  marriage  was  insti- 
tuted of  God — that  it  is  holy  and  honorable. 
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and  ouglit  to  l>e  forbidden  to  none,  provided] 
there  be  no  obstacle  from  the  divine  word. 

10.  "We  contend  that  all  those  in  whom 
the  fear  of  God  dwells,  will  thereby  be  leij 
to  please  him,  and  to  abound  in  good  works 
^of  the  Gospel]  which  God  hath  before  or- 
dained that  we  should  walk  in  them — which 
are  love,  joy,  peace,  patience,  kindness,  good- 
ness, gentleness,  sobriety,  and  the  other  good 
works  enforced  in  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

U.  On  the  other  hand,  we  confess  that  we 
consider  it  to  be  our  bounden  duty  to  beware 
of  false  teachers,  whose  object  is  to  divert  the 
minds  of  men  from  the  true  worship  of  God, 
and  to  lead  them  to  place  their  confidence  ia 
the  creatures,  as  well  as  to  depart  from  the 
good  works  of  the  Gospel,  and  to  regard  the 
inventions  of  men. 

12.  "W'q  take  the  Old  and  New  Testament 
for  the  nJe  of  our  life,  and  we  agree  with 
the  general  confesflion  of  fiuth  contained  ia 
[what  is  usually  termed]  the  apostles'  creed* 

The  soundness  of  their  doctrinal  views  finds 
ejipression  also  in  the  condemnation  which  they 
passed  upon  the  principal  errors  of  the  Ro- 
man  Catholic   church.      The   Centaratora  of 
,  Magdeburg,  in  their  History  of  the  Chrisliua 

•  Puris.    Sm  imm,  VoL  II..  p.  M. 
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Church,  under  the  twelfth  century,  recite  from 
ftn  old  manuscript,  an  epitome  of  the  opinionsj 
of  the  Waldensea  of  that  age;  and  in  rela*] 
tion  to  the  errors  referred  to,  they  quote  the^ 
following  from  the  MS.: 

"Masses  are  impious;  and  il  ia  madness 
say  masses  for  the  dead. 

"Purgatory  is  the  invention  of  men;  foi 
they  who  belie^'e  go  into  eternal  life;  they 
who  believe  not,  into  eternal  damnation. 

"The  invoking  and  worshiping  of  dead 
saints  is  idolatry. 

"The  church  of  Rome  is  the  whore  of 
Babylon. 

"SVe  must  not  ohey  the  pope  and  bishops, 
because  they  are  the  wolves  of  the  church] 
of  Christ. 

"The  pope  hath  not  the  primacy  over  all 
the  churches  of  Christ;  neither  hath  he  the 
power  of  both  swords. 

"  That  is  the  church  of  Christ,  which  hears 
the  pure  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  obsen'es  the 
ordinances  instituted  by  him,  in  whatever 
place  it  exists. 

*'Vows  of  celibacy  are  the  inventions  of 
men,  and  productive  of  uncleanness. 

"So  many  orders  (of  the  clergy),  so  many 
marks  of  the  beaaU 
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"Monkery  is  a  filthy  carcass. 

"So  many  superstitious  dctliofliions  of 
churches,  comraenioration.s  of  the  dead,  bene- 
dictions of  creatures,  pilgrimages,  so  many 
forced  fastings,  so  many  superfluous  festivals, 
Ihase  perpetual  bellowings,  [alluding  to  the 
practice  of  chanting,]  and  the  ohscrvations  of 
various  other  oeremoiiies,  lusnifestly  obstructs 
ing  the  teaching  and  learning  of  the  word, 
arc  diabolical  inventions." 

As  the  Waldcn.sos  wrote  but  few  books, 
being  distinguished  more  for  their  deeds  than 
for  their  wonLt,  some  portions  of  their  his- 
tory are  inTolved  in  obscurity,  and  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  what  -we  have  has  been  preserved 
in  the  writings  of  their  adversaries:  yet  enough 
of  it  has  come  down  to  our  times  to  satisfy 
the  enlightened  enquirer  that,  from  the  rise 
of  popery  to  the  fifteenth  century,  they 
constituted  by  far  the  purest  church  of  Christ 
on  earth,  and,  in  fact,  tlie  only  oonsi<lerable 
body  which  can  be  regarded  as  a  true  Chris- 
tian church.  Their  numl>crs  in  Euroi>e,  during 
the  early  part  of  the  fourteenth  century,  were 
computed  at  eight  hundred  thousand.  They 
were  most  numerous  in  France,  Italv  and  Pie<i- 
mont;  and  they  collected  large  congregations 
in  Bulgaria,  Croatia,  Dalmatia,  and  Hungary. 
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CHAPTER  11. 


UNITED    BRETHREN. 

White  the  Waldenses  in  France,  and  in 
the  countries  adjacent  which  had  submitted 
entirely  to  the  papal  yoke,  were  passing 
through  scenes  of  pereecution,  the  bare  re- 
3ital  of  which  chills  the  blood;  and  while  tho 
svangelical  fii-e,  which  bad  burned  for  many 
centuries  so  brightly  upon  their  altars,  seemed 
about  to  be  quenched  in  blood,  God  waa  pre-| 
paring  a  way  for  his  people  in  another  coun- 
try, where  the  light  of  aalyation  began  to  shino] 
forth  upon  the  surrounding  darkness. 

Christianity  had  been  introduced  into  Bo- 
hemia and  Moravia,  from  the  East;  but  thoso 
countries,  having,  by  conquest,  been  added  to 
the  western  empire,  the  Roman  pontiffs  ex- 
erted all  the  power  of  both  tlieir  swords  to 
subject  them  to  the  papal  yoke.  This,  how- 
ever, proved  to  be  a  most  difficult  task.  Aft- 
er a  struggle  of  a  hundred  years,  a  brave 
Bohemian   king   sent  a   deputation   to  pope 
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ijregoT)'  VII.,  asking  a  confirmation  of  tho 
religious  liberties  of  Buheinia,  and,  especially, 
thut  divine  worship  might  be  performed  io 
the  language  of  the  eommon  people.  To  this 
very  reuiiunablo  rcquost,  the  arrogant  pontift" 
replied  by  a  bull  which  reads  as  follows: — 
"Oregory,  bi^hoji  and  servant  of  the  ser- 
vants of  God,  sends  greeting  and  benediction 
to  the  Bohemian  prince  Wraslislas.  Yoor 
highness  desires  that  we  shoiUd  give  permis- 
aion  to  your  people  to  conduct  their  church 

>rvioe  according  to  the  old  Sclavonian  ritual. 

iut  know,  my  dear  sou,  that  we  can  by  no 

leans  grant  this  your  request;  for,  haWng 
jucntly  searched   the  Holy  Scriptures,  we 

lave  discovered  that  it  hath  plea-sed  Ahniglity 
'Ood  to  diri>ct  his  worship  tx>  be  conducted  in 
a  hidden  language,  that  not  every  one,  espe- 
eially  the  simple,  should  understand  it.  B''or, 
if  it  were  to  be  performed  in  a  manner  alto- 
>r  intelligible,  it  might  easily  be  exposed 
to  contempt  and  disgust;  or,  if  iniporfectly 
understood  by  half-lcamod  persona,  it  might 
happen  that,  by  hearing  and  contemplating 
the  word  too  fi-equently,  error  might  be  en- 

sndered  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  which 
^would  not  be  easily  eradicated.      Let  no  one 
pretend  to  quote,  as  a  precedent,  that  formerly 
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exceptions  were  in  favor  of  now  converts  and 
simple  souls.  True  it  is  that,  in  the  primi- 
tive church,  much  was  conceded  to  upright 
and  well-meaning  people;  but  much  injury 
and  many  heresies  were  thereby  created: 
insomuch  that>  when  the  Christian  church 
spread  more  and  more,  and  became  better 
grounded,  it  was  plainly  perceived  that,  from 
the  root  of  such  ill-limed  indulgence,  many 
errors  had  sprouted  up,  *hich  it  required 
great  labor  and  paina  to  stop.  Therefore, 
what  your  people  ignorantly  require  can  in 
QO  wise  be  conceded  to  them:  and  w«  now 
fwbid  it,  bg  the  puiver  of  God,  and  fiis  holg 
APOSTLE  Petkr,  and  exhort  you,  for  the  sake 
af  the  honor  of  Almighty  God,  tliat  you  op. 
pose  auch  levity  of  sentiment  by  every  pu»- 
^iblo  means,  in  conformity  to  this  our  com- 
mand." 

This  audacious  document  was  issued  in 
107y,  and  its  publication  was  followed  by  the 
infliction  of  the  most  relentless  cruelties  upon 
those  who  continued  to  l)rfty  and  jiraise  God 
in  their  own  tongue,  and  to  protest  against 
image  and  saint  worship,  purgatory,  and  kin- 
dred Komi»li  inventions.  Manv  churches  were 
closed,  great  numbers  were  despoiled  of  their" 
possessions,  and   others  were   put  to  death. 
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ThuB  p&saed  another  century,  and  yet  largo 
numbens  of  tho  inhabiianU  of  Bohemia  and 
Moravia  oponly  or  secroUy  reaisUxl  the  claima 
of  Homaniam,  and  sighed  for  deliverance  from 
its  heav)'  yoke,  and  for  a  pure  religion. 

About  this  time  somo  Waldcnsea,  flying 
from  their  persecutors,  found  their  way  into 
Bohemia.  Peter  Waldo,  as  we  have  seen  ia 
a  previous  chapter,  there  closed  his  evangel- 
ical labors  and  his  life  in  1180;  and,  about 
that  period,  many  other  Waldcnscs  found 
among  the  same  honest,  liberty-loving  peo- 
ple, a  temporary  home  and  refuge.  Carrj'ing 
with  them  into  this,  as  into  every  placo 
whither  tliey  were  dispersed,  the  uncorrupted 
word  of  God,  they  found  a  soil  well  prepared 
for  its  reception;  and  an  abundant  harvest 
was  the  result.  It  has  been  ascertained,  front 
a  reliable  source,  that,  in  1315,  tlie  Waldensea 
.numbered,  in  Bohemia,  and  in  the  country  of 
Passau.  eighty  thoufjand  members;  and  that, 
thirty-five  years  later,  they  had  two  hundred 
churches  in  Bohemia  alone.  When  we  take 
into  account  the  tyranny  under  which  thoy 
lived,  the  strictness  of  their  discipline,  ami, 
especially,  the  fact  that  they  received  and 
retained  in  their  communion  only  such  per- 
sona aa  gave  evidence  of  a  renewed  heart. 
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these  stftilstica  indicate  remarkable  religloiuf 
ljr«S[writy. 

JCorly  in  the  fifteenth  century  a  series  of^ 
events  occurred  in  Boltcmia,  luteresting  ia 
themselves,  and  Important  in  their  influenoea 
upon  the  church  of  God,  which  resulted  in 
the  organi;;ation  at  the  ehurcb  of  the  Unitei\ 
Brethren — a  church  which  i>os3©8acd  the  pure 
theology  and  sound  evangelical  life  of  the 
Waldenses;  and  which  must  be  r^^ded,  in< 
deeti,  as  a  pact  uf  the  same  church  under  % 
different  namc^  To  these  events  we  irill  now 
cail  attention. 

John  Huss,  the  most  prominent  actor  in 
the  great  religious  drama  of  Uie  fifteenth 
century,  was  born  in  a  small  village  iu  Bo 
hernia,  in  1373.  He  studied  at  Prague,  and 
ytrt&  appointed  Professor  of  Theology  in  tliab 
University.  Through  the  liberality  <rf  & 
wealthy  citizen,  a  church,  called  Bethlehem, 
was  erected  in  Prague,  where  the  Gospd  was 
1o  be  ft'eely  dispensed  tu  alt  the  people  in 
both  the  German  and  Bohciuian  luuguagea. 
Hubs  was  appointed  preacher,  and^  in  1402 
he  commenced  his  public  ministry.  Previous 
to  that  time  the  writings  of  Wickliffij, — the 
*' Morning  Star  of  the  Reformntion," — had 
been  extfinsively  read  in  Bvheioiaj  a^d,  fd* 
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thou^  Husa  could  not  subscribe  to  all  the 
riews  (rf  tho  English  reformer,  he  reverenced 
him  as  a  great  reUgioua  teacher,  and  his 
xuind  was  so  far  enlightened  that  he  rented 
his  faith  upon  tho  word  of  God.  alone,  and 
was  made  savingly  acquainted  witli  Christ. 
fiis  eloquent,  bold,  and  evangelical  sermooa 
■wore  attended  by  throngs  of  hcarors. 

But  during  tho  first  year  of  Huss'  public 
mimstry,  po)>o  Alexander  V.  i^Mued  a  bull 
{^ndemning  tho  doctrines  and  writings  of 
Wickliffe,  and  forbidding  all  persona  to  re- 
ceive or  promulgate  them;  and  tho  arch- 
bishop of  Prague  caused  upwnrds  of  two  faiui- 
dred  costly-bound  volumes  of  the  proscribed 
books  to  be  publicly  burned  in  the  streets 
>f  the  city.  Against  this  act^  aa  also  ugainat 
many  other  crimes  and  corruptions  of  the 
pajMicy,  the  eloquent,  preacher  of  the  Bcthle- 
bom  church  lifted  up  his  voice.  He  was  soon 
summoned  to  appear  before  the  pope  at  Bo- 
logne,  but,  refuaiiig  to  answer,  was  exoommu- 
nicaled  and  cursed,  and  Prague  was  laid  un- 
dw  interdicts     Huss  appealed  from  the  pope 

God;  and,  enjoying  the  protection  of  the 
toyal  family,  and  being  supported  by  the  en- 
lightened masses  of  the  people,  ho  waa  in  little 
immediate  danger.    Meantime  he  saw  in  a 
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clearer  light  the  uboiiunatioiui  of  Romanism^ 
and  condemned  them  in  stronger  aud  more 
eui[>lmtic  tei'uit^. 

In  141-i,  the  celebrated  Council  of  Constance 
wag  convened,  and  Hnss  was  summoned  to 
appear  before  it.  That  he  might  do  so 
without  personal  risk,  a  safe  conduct,  which 
pledged  the  word  and  lienor  of  the  emperor 
Sigismund,  was  furnished  him.  As  soou,  how- 
ever, OS  he  had  reached  Constance,  he  was 
thrust  into  a  loathsome  prison,  and  even 
chained  to  the  floor.  No  regard  whate^'er 
was  paid  U>  the  safe  conduct  The  forms  of 
a  brutal  trial  were  passed  through,  at  the 
close  of  which  the  pious,  leamctl,  and  eloquent 
preacher,  in  the  prime  of  his  days,  was  led 
out  of  the  city  and  bunied  to  ashes,  and  his 
ashes  were  cast  into  the  Rhine!  Nobly  did 
he  stand  up  fur  Jesus  in  the  Council,  and  in 
the  flames.  The  year  following,  his  dear, 
uianly  friend,  Jerome  of  Prague,  was  con- 
demned to  die  by  the  same  Council;  and,  at 
the  stake  he  also  witnessed  a  glorious  con- 
fession for  Olirist. 

These  high-handed  measures  excited  great 
sorrow  and  indignation  in  Bohemia.  The  no- 
bility and  the  University  united  in  a  remon- 
strance to  the   Council,  complaining  of  the 
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ifiurder  of  Huss  as  a  wrong  and  aa  insult  to 
the  whole  nation.     Disdaining  to  reply,  Uie 
Council   issued  a  circular,  calling  upon    the 
friends  of  the  church  in  Bohemia  to  aid  in 
ext«nninaling  alt  heretics;    and  wherever  a 
Hussite  could  be  seized,  he  was  thruwn  into 
prison,   drowned,  burned,  or   "cast  into   ihe 
deep  shafts  of  the  mines  near  iluttenberg.'* 
As  nn  illustration  of  the  spirit  and  practice 
of  the  Romish  church,  a  single  incident,  se- 
lected  ^om   numerous   heart-rending  details, 
may   be    noticed:      "An  upright   clergyman, 
after  suffering  many  cruellies,  Mas,   together 
with  three  farmers  and  four  food's,  placed  od 
a  pile  of  wood.    Being  once  more  exhorted 
to  abjure  all  heresy,  the  clergyman  replied, — 
'God  forbid!   We  would,  if  it  were  passible, 
endure  death  not  only  once,  but  a  hundred 
times,  rather  than  deny  the  truth  of  the  Gos- 
pel, solemnly  revealed  in  the  Bible.'    \Miile 
the  tiro  was  kindling,  the  clergyman,  clasp- 

^ing  the  children  in  his  arras,  began  a  hymn 
>f  praise,  in  which  all  joined  till  they  were 
suffocated  by  the  flames."* 

The  Council  of  Constance  was  convened  in 
1414,  and  was  not  dissolved  until  1418.     It 

f«cttled  the  dispute   between  the  rival  popes, 

•  BobBM'  m*crj,  u.  B.  p.  la 
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H        burned    Httss   and    Jcmme,  condemned    th»^^| 
H         momory  of  WicklifTc,  and  nrdor^d  that  his  ^^H 
H         l)one3  bo  dug  up  and  cH»t  upon  a  dunghill;  ^^H 
H         but   nothing  was  dono  to  conciliate  the  a.g-  ^^| 
H         grcived  and  oxcit^>d  Bohemians.     On  the  con-  ^^M 
H         trarj*,  two  years  lat«r,  pope  Martin  V.  issuod  ^^M 
H         an  edict  accusing  the  adherents  of  Huss  "of  ^^M 
H        the  most  damnable  heresies,  and  calling  upon 
H        emperors,  kings  and  princes,  for  the  sake  of  ^^_ 
^1        tke  tcomuls  of  Jf.vtSf  and  their  oum  eternal  w^^^H 
H        vaUent  to  assist  in  their  extirpation."               ^^H 
H            This  virtual  declaration  of  war  by  the  pon-^^| 
H        tiff,    backed   by   the  emperor,    involved    tho  ^^| 
H        country'    in    a    terrible   civil    eonfliot.,    which  ^^H 
H        raged    fbr  a   period    of  thirteen  yeartt.     The-  ^^H 
H        Bohemiant;,  under  the  leadership  of  the  cour-  ^^M 
^m        agieouB  Count  John  ^Ciska,  who  regarded  him-  ^^M 
H        self  as  "the  sword  of  the  Lord."  successfully  ^^B 
H        resisted,  and,   at  length,   repelled  tlieir  ene-       H 
^m        mies,  and   obtained   complete   control  of  the       ^ 
H        whole  country.     The  emperor,  at  length,  sent 
^M        propoealB  of  peace,  but  the   brave  loader  of 
^1        the  Sobemians  died  while  on  bin  \Tay  to  the 
H        conference.    The  war  was  again  renewed,  and 
H        continued  for  a  number  of  years  longer,  un- 
H       der  the  leadership  of  Procop. 
B            By  far  the  greater  portion  of  those  wbo 
H        took  up  arms   in  this  bloody  contest  under- 
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stood  but  imperfectly  the  true  principles  and 
spirit  of  the  religion  which  is  on  earth  peace 
and  gowl  will  to  men,  and  they  desired  only 
a  few  very  superficial  reforms.  They  were 
known  as  CaUxtiMs.  Hence,  in  1431,  a 
wuncil  which  a-tsembted  at  Busle,  made  such 
concessions  as  were  satisfactf>ry  to  a  very 
large  majority  of  them;  and,  after  niaking^ 
peace  with  the  Pope,  they  turned  their  arms 
a^nst  the  Tafforites,  who,  on  no  terms, 
would  yield  U*  tliat  ecclesiastical  despot.  .\» 
an  inevitable  result  of  this  treaty,  the  latter 
were  totally  defeated:  but  the  Calixtines,  who 
had  compromise<l  with  Itome  and  aided  in 
the  overthrow  of  the  Taborites,  were  deceived 
in  tlieir  expectations,  "as  the  jiope,  iu  the 
sequel,  totally  disannullL-d  the  Bohemiaa 
compact."  The  prince  of  darkness  is  always 
proposing  compromises  with  religious  bodies, 
and  be  seldom,  if  ever,  fails  to  outwit  them 
in  the  end.  and  disappoint  all  their  hopes.: 
The  cause  of  true  religion  has  never  gained 
any  thing  from  couiitmmises  or  compacts  with 
sianers  or  sinful  institutions. 

A  half  century  had  passed  since  FIuss  com- 
menced his  reformatory  labors, — a  half  cen- 
tury of  persecution,  strife  and  blood,^-duriag 
which  time  the  cause  of  vital  rclicioa  had 
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attracted  bub  little  atteniioo  in  Bohemia.  In 
the  year  1457,  however,  "some  of  the  strict> 
er  Hussites,  purer  Culixtines,  scattered  and 
peeled  Tahoritea,  and  Waldenses,"  organized 
a  society  on  the  confines  of  Moravia  and  Si- 
lesia, at  Lititz.  They  todk  the  law  of  Christ  for 
their  guide,  and  the  primitive  chiirc^h  for  their 
model.  "They  called  themselves  Brethren  and 
Sixers;  and  assumed  the  general  appellation 
of  Fratres  Leoi8  CHRisxr,  i.e.,  Bbethrex 
OF  THE  Law  or  Christ.  But,  as  this  appel- 
lation was  liable  to  be  misunderstood,  and 
convey  the  idea  of  a  new  monastic  order,  they 
exchanged  it  for  that  of  Fratres,  (Brethren,) 
and,  after  many  persons  of  similar  religious 
viewB,  in  different  parts  of  Bohemia,  had 
joined  their  union,  they  adopted  the  name 
of  Unitas  Fhatkum,  i.e.  tM  Unity  of  tht 
Brethren^  or  the  United  Brethren,  and  thU 
name  has  ever  since  been  retained."*  They 
adopted,  as  fundamental,  tho  doctrine  of  the 
\V'aldenj*e8  and  of  Huss,  "that  the  New  Tes- 
tament supplied  the  only  iufaUible  rule"  for 
the  constitution  of  a  church;  and  "that  all 
regulations  not  enjoined  by  the  word  of  God, 
or  fairly  deducible  from  it.,  were  to  be  viewed 
aa  mere  matters  of  expediency,  and  might  be 

•  EJolmga,  p.  44. 


altered  according  W  circumstaiiw'w;"  and  they 
unanimously  resolved,  '*  To  suffer  all  for  tsow- 
scitiice  sale,  and  not  to  use  arvis  in  defense  of 
reliffion,  but  to  seel  protection  from  the  liolenct 
of  enemies,  by  prayer  to  God,  and  Jy  dutpaseion- 
(Ut  remonstrance."  This  resolution  was  never, 
in  a  single  instance,  violated. 

For  the  apace  of  three  years  ihey  enjoyed 
peace ;  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  wws  spread 
ibroad,  and  religious  itoeictics  formed  in  many 
■parts  of  Bohemia  and  Moravia,  Then  per- 
secution fell  to  their  lot.  They  were  con- 
demned as  incorrigible  heretics.  Some  of  them 
were  put  upon  the  rack;  and  the  greater  por- 
tion  of  them  were  driven  from  their  homes, 
and  compelled  to  seek  refuge  in  the  deep  re- 
ef mountains.  Yet  they  persevered 
and  prospered.  Synods  were  frequently  held 
in  dark  forests,  where  every  precaution  was 
iry  to  prevent  discovery. 
At  a  synod  or  conference  held  in  1467,  it 

'vas,  upon  mature  deliberation,  resolved  that 

they  would  elect  their  own  ministers  from 

leir  own  body;  and  that,  in  doing  so,  they 

rould,  in  every  case,  seek   immediate  tlivino 

^direction.     Three   brethren  were   accordingly 
chosen,  and  joyfully  received  as  pastors  and 
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teachers,  and   the   right   hand    and   kiss  of 
peace  were  extended  to  them. 

"The  Brethren,  however,  soon  found  that 
the  work  was  not  yet  complete.  In  theur 
own  estimation  the  appointment  of  those  men 
for  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel,  in  the  man- 
ner described,  waa  sufficiently  valid ;  but  they 
knew  it  roquired  something  more  to  give  it 
equal  sanction  with  the  religious  public.  They 
re<iuired  regular  ecclesiastical  ordination.  In 
order  to  discuss  this  imjiortant  subject,  an- 
other synod,  was  convened  before  the  end  of 
tbe  year.  In  this  assembly,  two  questions 
were  principally  agitated. 

"  The  first  was,  whether  ordination  by  .-i 
number  of  Presbyters  was  equally  valid  with 
that  performed  by  a  bishop?  The  decision 
of  the  svno<l  was  to  this  effect : — That  Pres- 
byterian  ordination  was  consonant  to  apos- 
tolic practice,  (1  Tim.  4:  14,)  and  the  usage  of 
the  primitive  fathers :  consequently  the  newly 
elected  ministers  might  be  ordained  by  those 
now  o.\ercising  the  sacred  functions  of  the 
(Soepel  among  them.  •  •  But  as,  for  many 
ages,  no  ordination  had  been  deemed  valid  in 
the  reigning  church,  unlesa  performed  by  a 
bishop,  they  resolved  to  use  every  posaiblo 
means  for  obtaining  episcopal  ordination;  that 
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Ibelr  enemies  might  tlius  te  deprired  of  every 
pretext  for  discrediting  the  ministry  among 
them.*" 

Accordingly,  as  soon  &a  opportunity  oecur- 
red,  three  United  Brethren  ministers, — one 
of  whom  had  been  a  Romish  priest,  another 
a  Calixtine  clergyman,  and  the  third  a  Wal- 
densian  preaclier, — were  sent  into  Austria,  to 
a  Wylilenijian  bishop,  named  Stephen,  by 
Trhom  they  were  joyfully  received,  and,  with 
the  assistance  of  another  bishop,  ordained. 

Shortly  after  this  period  a  pi\>position  was 
made,  and  favorably  entertained,  fur  a  com- 
plete union  of  the  Waldensea  and  United 
Brctliren,  who,  in  doctrine,  discipline,  and 
spirit,  were  essentially  the  same;  but  this 
proposition  becoming  known,  the  ever-vigi- 
lant church  of  Rome  excited  against  the 
Waldenses  a  bloody  persecution,  by  which 
large  numbers  of  them  were  put  to  death  in 
Uie  most  cruel  manner;  and,  among  many 
others,  Stephen,  their  last  surviving  bishop^ 
was  burnt^  Many  of  the  refugees  found  an 
s^lum  among  the  IJnited  Brethren,  and  be- 
came identified  with  them. 

From  1468  up  to  the  era  of  the  great 
reformaliun,  the   Brethren    enjoyed  but  few 

■  HdiBM  BifL  Vaiui  Br«tbi«B,  pp.  61,50. 


sa 


ANTECEDEHTfl    OF    THB 


seasons  of  respite  from  persecution.  In  the 
year  abore  mentioned  an  edict  was  issued  by 
the  diet  of  Prague,  "enjoining  the  different 
states  to  use  their  best  endeavors  for  appre* 
bending  as  many  of  the  Brethren  as  they 
cuuld,  leaving  it  optional  with  them  to  do  with 
them  what  they  pleased."  The  scenes  of  dis- 
tress which  followed  this  edict  bafSc  descrip- 
tion. AH  the  prisons  in  Bohemia  were  quick- 
ly crowded  with  Brethren.  Many  perished 
with  hunger.  Those  who  escaped  had,  as  on 
former  occasions,  to  conceal  themselves  in  the 
forests  and  caves,  where  thev  often  endured 
extreme  misery.*  This  persecution  continued, 
with  little  abatement,  for  three  years,  when  a 
mild  and  benevolent  monarch  succeeded  to  thei 
throne,  and  they  had  a  season  of  rest,  which: 
was  well  employed  in  the  dissemination  of  the 
§ood  seed,  and  in  building  each  other  op  inj 
the  holy  faith. 

In  1474  a  deputation  was  sent  out,  consist-] 
ing  of  four  prominent  Brethren,  with  instruo-l 
tions  "to  make  inquiry  into  the  general  statoJ 
of  Christendom,  in  order  to  discover  whether] 
there  existed  any  where  Christian  congrega- 
tions, who  were  free  from  popish  errors,  and] 
lived  conformably  to  the  rule  of  Christ  aD< 

•   UnlniOk,  pp.  M,  M. 
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"his  apostles,  that  they  might  form  a  union 
■with  them."  Having  travelled  separately, 
and  by  different  rtrntes,  "through  Greece  and 
I>ahnatia,  visited  Constantinople  and  Thrace, 
and  several  provinces  of  Russia  and  Sclavo- 
sia,  and  i>enetrated  into  Egj-pt  and  Pales- 
tine, they  returned,  after  un  absence  of  some 
years,  and  brought  their  brethren  the  melan- 
choly intelligence  that  they  had  no  where 
found  what  they  hod  songht,  and  that  nom- 
inal Christendom  CTery-whcre  gecmed.  to  be 
sunk  in  error,  superstition  and  profligacy."* 
A  similar  deputAtion  trftvelled  through  France 
and  Italy,  in  1180,  which  was  fortunate  to  dis- 
cover, here  and  there,  "some  upright  souls, 
who  secretly  sighed  over  the  prevailing  abom- 
inations." "  They  likewise  witnessed  the  burn- 
ing of  several  noble  confessors  for  the  truth," 
but  they  found  in  neither  of  those  countries 
"a  church  with  which  they  could  unite;" 
\had  at  a  synod  held  in  148i>,  they  unani- 
mously adopted  the  following  resolution:  "That 
if  it  should  please  God,  in  any  country,  to 
raise  up  sincere  teachers  and  reformers,  in 
the  church,  they  would  make  common  cause 
with  them."t 

WTiat  a  dark  and  mournful  picture  is  here 
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pro9eDtod  of  the  nominally  Christian  world, 
a  few  ycAW  prior  to  the  rt-furuiation.  There 
wore,  at  that  very  period,  in  parts  of  Europe 
not  visitotl  by  those  deputations,  Chriatians 
of  the  primitive  stamp,  to  whom  we  shall  re- 
fer in  a  aucceeding  chapter,  who,  like  the 
Brethren,  were  sowing  in  tears,  and  moisten- 
iug  the  good  seed  freely  with  their  blood,  pa- 
tiently waiting  for  the  long-expected  harveet. 

It  ought  to  be  mentioned  that,  in  1470,  the 
Uaited  Brethren  "published  at  Venice  the  first 
known  translation  *>(  the  whole  Bible  into  any 
European  language.  The  ^ale  of  the  sacred 
volume,  hitherto  unknown,  was  so  rapid,  that 
in  a  short  time  two  new  editions  were  printed 
at  Nureiiburg.  The  Brethren  afterwards  c»- 
tablisbed  three  printing  offlees  at  Prague  and 
liuutalau,  in  liobemia,  and  at  Kraiita,  in  Mo- 
ravia, whic^h,  fur  some  lime,  wore  solely  occu- 
pied in  printing  Bohemian  Bibles."* 

The  reformation,  whicli  was  commenced  in 
1617,  by  Dr.  Martin  Luther,  was  hailed  with 
joy  by  the  United  Brethren,  who  had  not 
forgotten  the  prophetic  words  of  Hues,  ad- 
dressed to  his  judges  as  he  was  going  to  the, 
stake, — "j4  hundred  >jmrs  henc^  yoti  shall  answer 
this  to  Ood  atid  iiie;"  and  in  1522  they  sent  a 
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deputatiott  to  the  great  reformer,  "to  preaeat 
him  with  the  siiiL'ere  gratulations  of  their 
whole  boily;  to  express  the  cordial  interest 
they  took  in  his  labors,  and  the  lively  joy 
they  felt  at  the  success  with  which  it  pleased 
God  to  crown  his  exertions,  and  to  give  him 
A  faithful  account  of  thoir  doctrine  and  oonsti- 
tation.  Thoy  wpro  very  cordially  received, 
and  Luther  frankly  informed  them  that  his 
former  prejudices  against  them  had  now  been 
removed.  The  following  year  a  letter  was 
mt,  which  reproseiitod  to  him  the  necessity 
'of  combining  scriptural  discipline  and  Chris* 
tian  pmetiw  with  sound  doctrine."  Luther 
replied — "With  us  thin;^  are  not  sufficiently 
ripe  for  iutruducing  such  holy  exercises,  both 
in  doclriuo  and  practice,  as  wc  hear  is  the 
case  .with  you.  Our  cause  is  still  in  a  state 
of  immaturity,  and  proceeds  slowly;  but  do 
^ou  pray  for  as."* 

After  waiting  for  some  time,  and  seeing 
little  hope  of  the  introduction  of  a  scriptural 
discipline  into  the  reformed  churches,  a  second 
deputation  was  sent  to  Luther,  from  the 
Brethren,  "urging  the  necessity  of  strict  dis- 
cipline, and  complaining  of  the  tardy  mnnnor 
in  which   this  subject  was  pursued."    This 

■  Uolinu,  p.  93,  M. 
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message  was  not  so  kindly  received,  and,  for 
a  short  period,  tlio  commuaicatioQ  between 
the  reformer  and  the  Brethren  was  interrupt- 
ed. H4>wever,  in  lo32,  the  Brethren  trans- 
mitted to  him  a  copy  of  their  confession  of 
faith,  which  pleased  him  so  well  that  he 
published    it    with    a  pre&cc   from   his  owa 


pen, 


in   which   he    said: — "WTiile   I    was   a 


papist,  my  zeal  for  religion  made  me  cor- 
dially hate  the  Brethren,  and  consequently 
likewise  the  writings  of  Huas.  •  •  •  But 
since  God  hatli  discovered  to  mo  the  son  of 
perdition  I  think  otherwise,  and  am  con- 
strained to  honor  those  as  saints  and  mar-' 
tyrs,  whom  the  pope  condemned  and  mur- 
dered as  heretics,  for  they  have  died  for  the 
truth  of  their  testimony.  To  these  I  reckon 
the  Brethren,  commonly  called  Piccards,  for 
among  Uiem  1  have  found  what  I  deem  a 
great  wonder,  and  what  is  not  to  be  met  with, 
in  tlie  whole  extent  of  poi>edom,  namely, 
that,  setting  aside  all  human  traditions,  they 
exer<!i»e  themselves  day  and  night  in  the 
law  of  the  Lord;  and  though  th<\v  arc  not 
as  great  proficients  In  Hebrew  and  Greek  as. 
some  others,  yet  they  are  well  skilled  in  the, 
Holy  Scripture,  have  made  experience  of  its 
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iloctriiies,  and  teocL  them  with  clearness  and 
accuracy." 

From  this  period  onward  to  the  death  of 
Luther,  in  1546,  the  good  understandinp  he 
tween  him  and  tlte  Brethren  continued  with> 
out  interruption.  *'  Since  the  days  of  the 
apostles,"  wrote  Luther,  *' there  has  existed 
so  church,  which,  in  her  doctrine  and  ritee, 
has  more  nearly  approximated  to  the  spirit 
of  that  age,  than  tho  Bohemian  Brethren. 
Although  they  do  not  exceed  ua  in  purity 
of  doctrine,  •  •  yet  they  far  excel  ua  in 
the  observance  of  regular  discipline,  whereby 
thoy  blessedly  rule  their  oongregrttions.  and 
in  this  respect  thoy  are  more  deserving  of 
praiso  than  we.  This  wo  must  concede  to 
thorn  for  the  honor  of  God  and  the  sake  of 
truth;  fnr  our  German  people  will  not  bend 
under  tho  yoke  of  diaciplino." 

Others  of  tho  reformers  spoke  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  terms  of  the  most  profound  respect 
and  afTection.  Bticer  addressed  them  a  let- 
ter, in  which  he  said :  '■  It  is  the  inmost  wish 
of  my  heart,  that  you  may  never  lose  the 
precious  gift  you  have  received  from  God» 
bat  may  rather,  by  your  example,  excite  us 
to  attain  to  the  same,  for  you  are  at  pres- 
ent the  only  people  in  Christendom,  to  whom 
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God  hath  given,  not  onlv  sound  doctTine,  but 
also  o  pure,  scrl|itural  tthurch-discipliue,  con- 
venient and  salutary,  not  painflil  but  profit- 
able." "John  Calvin  likewise  cultivated  a 
friendly  intercourse  with  the  Brethren,  and 
emlwxlied  several  of  their  regulations  in  the 
constitution  framed  by  him  for  the  church  at 
Geneva.* 

But  the  distracted  atate  of  Kurope  daring 
the  thirty  years'  war,  which  was  eominenced 
by  Charles  V.  against  tfao  Proteatanta,  iu 
1640.  invoIrtKi  the  Brethren  in  the  greatest 
troubles,  and  finally  consummated  their  total 
^Apemion  and  diaorganization. 

In  some  instaneea.  during  this  period,  the 
refoi-med  churches,  which  knew  not  the  spirit 
of  Luther,  persecuted  them  m  the  true 
Romish  spirit.  At  one  time  they  wore  re- 
<(uircd  to  relinquish  their  own  church  con- 
stitution, or  quit  Prussia,  which  was  at  that 
time  a  Protestant  state.  Some  Lutheran  and 
Reformed  dirises  were  the  instigators  Of  this 
decree.  i 

The  great  majority  of  the  Brethren   pre- 
ferred to  quit  the  country,  and  some  return- : 
ed  to  Moravia,  while  a  large  number  of  them 
found  a  refuge  in  Poland,  where  the  doctrines  - 
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of  the  reformation  had  been  propagated  with 
suooeaa  bj  some  Swiss  miuisterit.  A  friend- 
\y  correspondence  between  the  Brethren  and 
the  Reformed  oongrugationa  resulted  in  the 
forinatioa  of  friendly  union,  "consummated  on 
the  express  comlitioo,  however,  that  the  two 
churches  shouhl  have  separate  places  of  pub- 
lic worship."  At  the  close  of  the  synod 
where  this  alliance  was  formed,  the  delegates 
gave  each  other  the  right  hand  of  fellowship, 
and  together  celebrated  the  Lord's  supper. 
John  Calvin  wrote  to  Poland  concerning  thia 
union,  to  some  of  the  reformed,  aa  follows: — 
**From  your  agreement  with  the  Waldenses 
(so  he  calls  the  Brethren),  I  hojw  much  good 
will  accrue ;  not  only  because  God  does  always 
bless  the  communion  of  his  sainta,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  body  of  Christ,  but  also,  bocauso 
1  believe  that  the  exiwrience  of  the  Wal« 
■denaes,  who  have  been  long  tried  in  the  Lord's- 
aerrice,  will  bo  very  profitjiblo  to  you  in  the 
banning  of  the  Christian  warfare.*'  In  thft 
following  century  all  remains  of  dissension 
were  removed  in  the  synods  holden  at  Ostrog, 
in  the  years  1620  and  1627 ;  a-nd  the  two 
churdiee  were  formed  into  one  under  the  title 
— The  Church  of  the  United  Bbetuken,* 
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This  WU8  the  second  church  organization  which, 
took  the  name  of  "  United  Brethren." 

To  trace  the  historv  of  the  United  Broth- 
ren  from  1564  to  1648,  would  lead   us    be^ 

vond  the  limits  allowed  in  this  work.    Manv 

•  • 

passages  of  their  lustorj',  during  that  period, 
possess  unusual  interest.  Seasons  of  rest  and 
prosperity  were  brief,  while  storms  of  perse- 
cution were  frequent  and  protracted.  In  1G27 
all  their  properly  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia 
was  confiscated,  and  all  their  churches  and 
schools  closed  forerer.  Every  Bible  and 
Protestant  book  that  could  be  found  was 
burned.  The  Brethren  were,  of  course,  scat- 
tered over  Europe,  in  all  directions. 

The  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  West- 
phalia, at  the  close  of  the  thirty  years'  war, 
between  the  Catholics  and  l^rotcstjinti",  made 
no  mention  of  the  Brethren,  utid  all  hope 
of  their  reorganization  in  Bohemia  and  Mo- 
ravia vanished.  The  learned  and  devotcil 
John  Amos  Comeniiis,  who  had  eloquently 
urged  a  recognition  of  their  claims  by  the 
civil  powers,  after  the  treaty  was  concluded,. 
publishe<l  a  paiiiphlct,  in  which  he  gave  a 
most  affecting  description  of  the  condition  of 
his  people. 

""We  ought,  indeed,"  he  said,   "patiently 
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to  bear  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty ;  but  will 
those  be  able  to  juatUy  their  conduct  before 
God,  whose  duty  it  was  to  make  common 
cauae  with  aU  Protvstanta,  but  who,  unmind- 
ful of  former  solemn  comjwcta,  have  not  come 
to  the  help  of  those  who  suffer  oppression 
while  promoting  the  common  causo?  Having 
procured  peace  for  themselves,  they  never  gave 
it  a  thought  that  the  IJohcmians  and  Mora- 
vians, who  were  the  first  opponents  of  popery, 
and  maintained  the  contest  for  centuries,  do- 
served,  to  be  partners  in  the  privileges  ob- 
tained, at  least  in  so  far  as  to  prevent  the 
extinction  of  GusjkI  light  in  Bohemia,  which 
they  were  the  first  to  kindle  and  set  on  a 
candlestick.  Yet  this  extinction  has  now  ac- 
tually taken  place.  This  distressed  people, 
therefore,  which,  on  account  of  its  faithful 
adherence  to  the  aiwstolic  doctrine  and  prac- 
tice of  the  primitive  church,  is  now  univer^ 
sally  hated  and  persecuted,  and  even  foi'saken 
by  ita  former  associates,  finding  no  mercy  from 
man,  has  nothing  left  but  to  implore  the  aid 
of  the  eternally  merciful  Lord  God,  and  to 
exclaim  with  his  oppressed  people  of  old: 
"For  these  things  I  weep;  mine  eye,  mino 
eye  runneth  down  with  water,  because  tho 
Comforter  that  should  relieve  my  soul  is  far 
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from  me.  But  thou,  0  Lord,  reiuainesl  for-' 
ever ;  Ihy  tbrone  is  from  generatiou  to  gener- 
ation. W'herpfore  (lost  thou  forget  us  for- 
ever; and  forsftke  u«  for  so  long  time  ?  Bring 
m  back  unto  Thee,  O  Lord,  that  we  may 
potui-n  to  the  huid  of  our  aalivily ;  renew  our 
(lays  aa  of  old."* 

A  few  general  remarks  touching  the  d(»o- 
trine,  diseipUne  antl  usages  of  the  primitive 
TJnited  Brethren,  and  we  must  dismiss  them, 
reluctantly,  indeed,  from  farther  notioe. 

In  doctrine  they  agreed  with  tlic  Wal- 
tlcnses,  one  of  whose  confessions  we  have  al- 
ready iuscrtod  at  length.f 

By  reference  to  page  50,  it  will  l>e  seen 
that  they  regarded  but  ono  order  of  minis- 
ters as  of  divine  appointment.  As  a  matter 
of  expedieneif,  they  had  bishops,  or  superin- 
tendents;  and,  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  "that, 
of  fifty  bishops,  who  for  two  centuries  had 
tlie  oversight  of  the  church,  no  one  was  de- 
posed." 

In  the  selection  of  ministers,  they  chose 
"  men  of  acknowledged  piety,  well  versed  in 
the  Scriptures,  of  sound  natural  understand- 
ing, 'apt  to  teach,'  unimpeachable  in  moral 
conduct,  and  enjoying  the  esteem  and  confi- 
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dence  of  their  bretliron,"  but  few  of  whom 
had  r^cived  a  elaasical  or  scientific  ^duca- 
lion.  After  the  i-eformation,  they  estahliMhed 
three  colleges  of  their  own,  and  their  minis- 
ters were  more  liberally  educated.  But  "they 
^llaid  greater  stress  on  piety,  moral  conduct, 
and  knowledge  of  the  Iloly  Scriptures,  in 
persons  sustaining  the  pastoral  office,  than  on 
human  learning;  tor,  as  small  as  their  com- 
munity was,  they  had  niado  the  melancholy 
experience,  that  a  mure  enlarged  a<;<piainU 
Aoce  with  literature  and  ]diilosophy  had,  in 
some  instances  paralyzed  tho  aeal  of  minis- 
ters in  promoting  the  edilication  of  their 
flocks,  and,  by  the  false  gloss  of  heathen 
philosophy,  obscured  the  bright  purity  of 
Christian  doctrine,  which  derives  all  its  luster 
from  Christ  crucified."* 

"The  head  of  everj'  family  was  required 
to  send  hia  children  diligently  to  church,  to 
iastruct  them  at  home  in  the  truths  of  the 
Go»pfl,  and  to  meet  them  in  family  devotion 
three  times  a  day, — in  the  morning,  at  noon, 
and  in  the  evening. 

"The  frequenting  of  theaters,  and  worldly 
amusements,  'of  public  houses,  (without  abso- 
lute Decessity)  and  all   places  of   idle  resort, 

■  UoliuM,  vol.  1  p. 
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vas  strictly  forbidden.  Xot  only  open  vi< 
but  vanity  and  immodesty  in  dress,  lioentious' 
discourse,  all  "improper  intimacy  between  the 
sexes,  and  clandestine  courtships,  were  ao. 
verely  censured.  All  dishonest  traffic  and 
U3ur)*  were  prohibited.  Xone  were  allowed 
to  engage  in  a  lawsuit  without  first  endeav- 
oring to  settle  their  differences  by  brotherly 
arbitration. 

"The  ministers  derived  their  income  from 
the  voluntary  contributions  of  their  rospoct- 
ire  congregations,  consisting  either  in  money 
or  provisions.  In  Poland,  small  farms,  l)&- 
sides  a  garden,  wore  generally  attached  to 
their  dwellings.  Nor  were  they  ashamed  to 
*arn  something  by  the  labor  of  their  hands, 
when  their  congregations  were  poor,  and  they 
could  spare  the  time  from  their  pastoral  du- 
ties;  •  •  care  was  taken,  however,  that 
such  employments  did  not  trench  on  the 
hours  which  ought  to  bo  devoted  to  study. 
Whenever  a  minister's  yearly  income  amounts 
ed  to  more  than  $200,  he  was  exhorted  to 
spend  the  overplus  in  charity.  Thoy  were 
enjoined  not  to  assume  pompous  titles,  but  to 
set  the  greatest  value  on  the  name  of 
brother. 

"They  attached  the  greatest  sanctity  to  the 
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Sun^aif,  considermg  the  sanctificaiton  of  one 
day  in  seven  not  &&  a  Mosaic  enactment,  but 
as  forming  a  part  of  ibo  moral  law,  and,  ooa- 
aequently,  of  perpetual  obligation,  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  emphatically  designated  the 
Lord's  day,  being  substituted  in  place  of  the 
Jewish  Sabbath. 

"Their  churches  were  unadorned,  fitted  up 
kvritlr  plain  seats,  or  forms,  the  men  and 
romen  sitting  apart.  They  do  not  appear  to 
lare  used  any  prescribed  form  of  prayer,  or 
instrumental  music  in  their  worship.  But 
Ihey  delighted  in  vocal  music;  the  whole  con- 
gregation joined  in  the  singing  led  by  a  prc- 
ocntor."* 

■  P«r  BtoBplala  •oeoUDlof  Ui«  doctriite.  diseipljoa,  and  peeuliari*. 
(is  of  lbs  Vniled  Bnthreo,  iho  mdrr  it  rorarrod  la  Huluiiw,  toI.  |, 
fr<MD  wliieh  nosl  of  iht  i!ban  beb  hvn  Iwai.  i^euitd. 
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CHAPTER  Til. 


THE     HBNXONITES. 

Tub  Waldenses,  aa  we  have  seen  ip  a 
previous  cliJtpter,  were,  at  diflei*ent  periods 
of  their  history  during  the  Middle  Agea,  dis- 
persed mto  every  country  of  Europe  where 
tliey  could  find  temjwrary  Buocor,  or  a  home. 
But  the  oliyect  of  their  dispersion  and  iuhu* 
man  treatment  by  the  papul  church,  was  to- 
tally defeated;  because,  like  the  church  dis- 
persed from  Jerusalem,  "they  went  every- 
where preaching  the  word."  Some  of  the 
rich  fruits  of  their  labors  in  Bohemia,  Mo- 
ravia, and  l*olaiid,  have  already  been  no- 
ticed in  our  sketch  of  the  primitive  United 
Brethren.  But  we  should  do  injustice  to  our 
subject,  and  to  one  of  the  most  respected  an- 
tecedents of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ, 
did  we  omit  to  mention  the  Mennonites. 

It  has  been  well  observed  by  Mosheim, 
that,  "before  the  rise  of  Luther  and  Calvin, 
there   lay  concealed,  in   all    the  countries  of 
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ape,  •  •  •  many  persons  who  ad 
bered  toiiaciously  to  ihfi  following  doctrine^ 
which  tho  Waldensey,  Wickliffites,  and  Huss- 
ites, hud  inainUinvd,  some  iu  a  more  dis- 
guiticd,  and  uthors  iii  a  more  open  and  pub* 
Kc  mamier,  viz.:  'That  the  kingdom  of 
Christ,  OP  the  visible  church  which  he  estab- 
lished upon  earth,  was  an  assembly  of  true 
and  real  saints,  and  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
inaccessible  to  the  wicked  and  unrighteous, 
and  also  exempt  from  all  those  institutions 
which  human  prudence  suggests  to  oppose 
the  progress  of  iniquity,  or  to  oorrect  and 
reform  transgressors.'  "• 

A  very  large  number  of  those  persons,  who 
walked  closoly  with  God,  amid  tJie  general 
darkness  which  preceded  and,  too  soon,  alas! 
followed  the  reformation,  are  known  in  his* 
lory  as  Alennonites, — a  name  which  they  de- 
Th'ed  from  a  distinguished  convert  from  Ro- 
manism, who,  while  Europe,  led  by  the  re- 
formers, was  struggling  for  emancipation  from 
papal  despotism,  collected  thousands  of  them 
into  a  single  fold. 

That  the  church  might  be  a  holy  church, 
separate  from  the  world,  that  the  simplicity 
of  its  original  constitution  might  be  restored^ 
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and  that  the  Christian  character,  as  exhib- 
ited in  the  conduct  and  mannors  of  the  pro 
fisQsed  servants  of  God,  "might  recover  its 
loet  dignity  and  luster,"  were  the  objects  of 
the  never-failing  hope,  and  unceasing  prayers 
and  labors,  of  the  Mennonites, — as  it  was 
also  of  the  Waldenses  and  primitive  United 
Brethren. 

Mknxo  Simoms,  the  remarkable  man  who 
was  the  honored  instrument-,  in  the  hand  of 
pro-^idence,  of  gathering,  into  a  woU-organ- 
i/ed  body,  the  people  who  are  called  after 
his  name,  was  born  In  Fncaland,  in  1505., 
He  was  trained  up  for  the  clerical  office  in' 
the  Roman  Catholic  church;  but,  soon  after 
he  entered  upon  his  duties  as  a  priest^  he 
was  imluced  to  apply  himself  diligently  to 
the  study  of  the  Scriptures,  by  which  means 
he  was  evangelically  enlightened  and  con- 
verted. Immediately  he  oonferretl  not  with 
flesh  and  blood,  but  began  to  preach  the 
Gospel  of  Christ  according  to  the  New  Test- 
ament, and  to  expose  the  sins  of  Rome. 
Soon  his  life  was  in  great  jieril;  but,  nothing 
daunted,  he  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  scat> 
tered  and  Weeding  people  of  the  Lord,  be- 
fore referred  to,  who,  at  this  period,  were 
literally  "killed  all  the  day  long,"  by  both 
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Cathotica  and  Protestants,  on  account  of  the 
excee^ew  of  aomo  miserable  fanatics  at  Mun- 
8ter  and  elsewhere,  with  whom  they  were 
obatinatolv.  and,  it  ia  feared,  maliciouslv,  idea- 
tified   in  the  public  mind. 

"From  this  period  to  the  end  of  his  lifo, 
that  is  during  a  space  of  twenty-five  years, 
he  traveled  from  one  country  to  another, 
exercising  his  rainistrj-  under  a  series  of 
pressures  and    calamities  of   various    kinds, 

Fftod  constantly  in  danger  of  falling  a  victim 
to  the  severity  of  the  laws."*  He  pro- 
daimed  the  Gospel  faithfully,  and  with  evan- 
slical    power  and   effectiveness,    in   east  and 

^West  Friesland,  the  pronnee  of  Groningen, 
Holland,  Brabant,  Guilderland,  Westphalia, 
the  German  proviDces  on  the  shores  of  the 
Baltic,  and  Livonia. 

He  was  a  man  of  learning,  genius,  e!<^ 
quence,  courage,  and  indefatigable  |>ersever* 
anoe.  His  prudence  never  failed  him  in 
the    most    trying    }>oriods.      In  doctrine,   he 

^Was   sound;    in   piety,   sincere;    and   his   zeal 

'  for  Christ  was  a  pure  and  quenchless  flame. 
In  a  word,  he  was  a  missionary  who  counted 
nr>i  his  life  dear  unto  him,  that  he  might 
win  Christ, 


•  Ho«lii«in,  p.  4H. 
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(  Tlotler  his  powerful  influence,  great  num- 
"bers  of  tlie  Lt'txl's  scattcrcU  sheep  "cro 
gathered  into  a  well-orgniiizecl  church,  whose 
doctrine  and  discipline  were  a  nearer  ap- 
proach to  those  of  tlie  primitive  church 
than  those  adopted  by  any  of  his  coteini>o- 
rai-y  reformers. 

ilcuiio    and    bis    brethren    would    gladly 
have  united  with  the  refonuers;  but,  as  bad 
boon  the  case  with    the   United   Brethren,* 
the  want  of  GJospel  discipline  io  the  reformed 
chui-ches,  was  an   insurmountable  obstacle  to 
union.     Menno  had  an  interview  with  Luther 
and    Melancthon  at  Wittenberg,   with    Bui 
inger  at  Zurich,  and   at  Strasbui^  wttli  Bu 
cer;    but,  such  was  the  intolerance  of    tbO] 
times,   that  he  wa^  unable  to  secure  to  hit 
long-suOering  brethren    the    free  exercise  of 
tiieir  religion  even  in  the  Protestant  states. 

After  a  life  of  noble  self-sacrifice  for  Je- 
sus, such  03  few  men  ha\'e  lived,  this  ayios- 
tolic  minister  and  model  missionary  found 
a  quiet  retreat,  and  a  peaceful  Jcath-bcd, 
*'at  the  country  seat  of  a  nobleman,  who, 
moved  with  compassion  at  a  view  of  thflkj 
perils  to  which  he  was  exposed,  and  th< 
snares  that  were    daily  laid    for    bis    ruin,' 

■  Sm  page  K. 


TTWTTED    BRKTHRR!?    IN    CHBtST.        7X 

took   bim    in    and    gave    htm  an  asylum.'* 
He  die^l  in   1561. 

The  tloctrine«  of  the  Mennonitca  were  usu- 
ally expressed,  in  their  coiifessigns  of  faith, 
in  the  exact  words  of  the  Holy  Scriptures; 
and  they  .  are  not  tainted  with  tho  popish 
leaven  which,  unhappily,  was  retained  in 
that  noble  s^inbol,  the  Augsburg  Confes- 
6i':»n,  nor  with  the  acute  and  erroneous  S|x?cu- 
lations  of  the  great  Genevan."  A  summary 
of  those  doctrines,  printed  in  various  laa- 
guoges  in  1632,  affords  a  clear  view  of  all 
the  fundamental  d<x:trines  of  the  word,  and 
contains  very  few  points  to  which  tho  slight- 
est objections  can  be  taken.  On  the  sulv 
ieot  of  experimental  religion,  this  summary 
is  very  explicit.  Article  VI.  says — -"Xeither 
baptism,  supper,  church,  nor  any  other  out- 
ward ceremony,  can,  without  faith,  rogonor- 
ation,  change  or  reformation  of  life,  enable 
US  to  please  God.  But  we  must  go  to  God 
with  sincere    hearts,   and    true  and    perfect 

*  Tha  nmnitli  leavm,  in  lln'  old  ai^ibDlie  booV(  of  the  I^thawi 
thticb  IB  £uTi>{)e,  hoa  bc«a  njMt«d  hj  Ibc  inavt  iaHucntnl  bodj^of 
LfitJi«nkB  in  Ameriei.  A.D  ablnwriipr,  in  ilii!  Lmhanui  Obtorver, 
•pfcifiw  tk«  lollowing  tirore  fcmnj  In  ihaii  bunk*  : — "  Ocremonin 
If  Iba  Hmi;  KbmiIsib:  Prima  Confewloa  ani  Ab»o1iiiitin :  Dnniil 
of  Ui*  Divine  uwlitDlion  at  thr  Cliruiiui  HabbMh;  Raplianial  R* 
gn^raiiun:  Rati  Prnwnce  in  tho  Hucbaritl,  and  Ibe  ipKial  tin* 
(sfprinf  power  of  IW  Lord'i  Suppor. 


72 


ASTECEDKNT8    OP   THE 


faith,  and  beUeve  on  Jesua  Christ,  accord- 
ing to  the  testimony  of  the  Scri])ture3.  By 
this  living  faith,  we  obtain  remission  or  for- 
giveness of  sins,  are  justified, — nay,  made 
children  of  Qod,  partakers  of  his  image, 
nature,  and  mind,  being  born  again  through 
the   incorruptible   seed." 

The  Mennonites  would  not  take  an  oath, 
would  not  go  to  law,  nor  bear  anna.  They 
were  remarkable  for  induatry,  honesty,  meek- 
ness, plainness  of  dress  and  manners,  and 
general  inoffcnsivencss  of  conduct;  and,  yet, 
few  chiuxihes  can  connt  a  greater  number 
of  martjTs.  The  Duke  of  Alva,  that  blood- 
thirsty Spaniard,  slaughtered  these  poor  sheep 
of  Christ  without  pity,  during  his  rule  of 
terror  in  the  Netherlands;  but  it  was  in 
those  countries  that  they  first  obtained  com- 
plete toleration.  William,  Prince  of  Orange, 
"  the  glorious  founder  of  Belgic  liberty," 
bore  an  honorable  tribute  to  the  excellence 
of  their  character  as  citizens;  and,  in  spite 
of  the  most  obstinate  opposition  from  doc- 
tors of  theology  of  the  reformed  faith,  he 
secured  to  them  legal  protection. 

But,  in  many  countries  of  Europe,  Ihey 
have  always  been  a  proscribed  people.  At 
the  close    of    the    thirty    yei-'^'  war,   great 


74 


ANTECEDEyTS    OF    THE 


CHAPTER  IV. 


(M 


THE    RENEWED    (TNITED    BRETHREN. 

The  number  of  enlightened  ChrisUans,  in 
various  piirt^  of  Europe,  who,  before  the 
rise  of  Luther,  atnicre<l  unswer^-ingly  to  the 
doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  church  which 
Christ  had  established,  was  very  great;  and 
the  unbleiiehing  festimoiiy  which  they  boro 
againat  popery,  the  evangelical  light  which 
they  dispersed  abroad  by  their  preaching 
and  the  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
and  the  retnarliable  heroism  displayed  by 
80  many  thousands  while  suffering  a  cruel 
death,  did  far  more  to  render  the  papal 
power  odious,  and.  to  prepare  the  public 
mind  to  respond  to  the  voice  of  the  re- 
formers, than   is  generally  supposed. 

Cardinal  Hosius,  president  of  the  Council 
of  Trent,  perceived,  in  the  reformation,  a 
result  of  "the  leprosy,"  as  he  termed  it,  "of 
the  Wnldcnses,"  which  had  "spread  its  in- 
fection throughout  all  Bohemia;"    and  Land- 
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&nus,  Catholic  bishop  of  Ghent,  in  a  tlefenao 
of  Romnni^m,  written  as  early  aa  loGO, 
Bpoaka  of  John  Oalvin  as  the  "inheritor  of 
the  doi-trinc  of  tho  Wal ileuses." 

But  tho  reformation,  marked  aod  glorious 
IS  were  the  blessuijcrs  whicJi  it  secured  to 
mankind,  and  tt'rrible  as  was  the  Wow  which 
it  gave  to  the  pi-cat  papal  tyranny,  failed  to 
mold  the  churches  to  wUieh  it  gave  btrth, 
aceording  to  the  apostolic  pattern.  Aa  seen 
in  a  prenous  chapter,*  this  great  error  was 
early  peroelved  by  the  United  Brethren,  and 
others,  and  deplore<l  by  tbe  reformers;  but  it 
was  ne\'er  corrected.  Henne,  although  the 
light  of  Gorl'a  own  word  broke  forth  like  tho 
rising  sun.  and  millions  of  people  were  sud- 
denly emancipated  from  Komish  errora  and 
tyranny;  yet,  after  all.  it  ia  a  »ad  fact  that 
the  masses  simply  exchanged  one  formal  ro> 
ligion  for  another,~llomanism  for  Protest- 
antism,—nnd  continued  to  live  "without  God 
in  tho  wttrld."  A  few,  compared  with  the 
whole  number  who  embrace<l  the  Protestant 
faith,  were  inwardly  enlightened  and  truly 
converted. 

The  discipline  of  the  reformed  churches 
wa«  extremely  defective;  indeed,,  it  can  hardly 

•  8m  pig*  SS. 
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be  asserted  that  they  hml  any  thing  approz* 
imating  the  discipline  of  the  church  of  Christ. 
All  who  professed  the  Protestant  faith,  and 
conformed  to  certain  easy  forms,  were  recog- 
nized as  members  of  the  church ;  and  that 
relation  was  maintained  through  life,  although 
there  might  be  no  cyidcnco  of  piety, — nay, 
although  the  proofs  of  impiety,  and  even  im» 
morality,  might  be  notorious.  All  grades  of 
sinners,  and,  at  length,  all  classes  of  unbe- 
lievers, filled  the  churches,  occupied  the  pul- 
pits, and  surrounded  the  communion  tables. 
The  church  and  state  were  also  united — a 
thing  which  can  never  be  done  without  a 
plain  vLulatton  of  our  Lord's  commands,  and 
the  infliction  of  unutterable  injuries  upon  the 
cause  of  true  religion.  "Protestant  perse- 
cuted Protestant;  dissensions  and  disputes 
on  idle  questions,  or  on  subjects  of  minor 
importance,  engaged  the  attention  of  all ; 
the  religion  of  the  heart  M-as  neglecte<i,  and 
the  fruits  of  the  blessed  reformation  (which 
at  first  gave  such  fair  promise)  were  nearly 
blasted.  Men  lored  their  creeds,  but  not 
God;  they  adhered  to  orthodoxy,  but  not  to 
the  Savior  of  repenting  sinners.  For  creeds, 
oceans  of  human  blood  were  shed,  countries 
laid  waste,  cities    destroyed,  and    their    in 


UNITED     BUETUBES     IS    CHBIST.        77 

babiUota  reduced  to  poverty  and  want. 
This  was  especially  the  case  in  Germany, 
Rulers  frequently  changed  their  creeds;  and, 
having  done  so,  tliey  demanded  their  sub* 
jects  to  follow  their  example."* 

It  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  thai,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the 
Btate  of  religion  in  the  reformed  churches 
was  deplorable  indeed.  But  at  that  rery 
period,  the  work  of  God,  in  the  hcarte  of 
men,  vraa  promoted  with  great  zeal  and 
soocess,  by  the  pure  and  spiritual  ISfennon* 
ites,  who,  as  already  seen,  could  not  unite 
with  the  reformed  churches,  on  account  of 
the  worldly  elements  which  becamo  incor. 
porated  with  them.  And,  in  this  dark 
hour,  the  blessed  Lord  caused  a  refurooa- 
tion  of  vital  religion  to  break  forth  in  the 
bosom  of  the  reformed  churches,  through 
ttie  instrumentality  of  the  Pietists,  the 
salutary  effects  of  which  have  TL-ached  our 
times,  and  exerted  no  inconsiderable  influ- 
ence upon  United  Brethren  history. 

Philip  James  Spexer,  who,  under  God, 
was  the  leader  in  this  revival,  was  born 
in    Upper    Alsace,    Fi'aQoe,    in    1635.     He 

•  mnorj  of  the  Ataericu  Lallitnn  Oburth,  b;  Dr.  Huelia^ 
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conuneaced  hia  public  ministry  soon  aft*r 
the  peace  of  Westphalia  had  "given  rest 
to  tlistrac-tod,  and  well  nigh  ruined  Eu- 
rope." He  wfts  a  converted  man,  and  de- 
Toted  himself  nnintermittiugly  to  the  pro- 
motii>n  of  heartfelt.,  personal  religion.  WTicr- 
ever  he  preached,  a  wide-spread  religious 
concern  was  awakened,  and  great  numbers 
began  to  inquire  what  they  must  do  to  be 
Baved.  To  aid  inquirers,  to  confirm  and 
strengthen  young  converts,  and  to  promote 
the  good  work  generally,  Bible  meetings 
and  prayer-meetings  were  held  in  private 
houses  and  in  public  halls,  to  which  mul* 
titudes  of  the  people  flocked.  It  is  believed 
that    not  less    than   forty  thousand  persons 

7Qxe  converted    to  Christ    through    the  in- 
'slrumontality    of     this     distinguished    man. 
He  died  in  Berlin,   in  1705,  happy  iu   tiro 

.iOrd. 

The  Pietists  "laid  it  down  as  an  essen- 
tial maxim,  that  none  should  be  admitted 
into  the  ministry  but  those  who,  in  addi- 
tion to  other  qualifications,  had  hearts  filled 
iwith  dirine  love."  Strange  to  say,  this  was 
regarded  as  a  very  unreasonable,  and  even 
wicked  maxim!  They  also  maintained  that 
the    divine    influence    was    necessary  to    a 
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tiglit  undcrstatMling  of  the  Scriptures.  "Aa- 
oUicr  thing  which  gave  great  offense  was, 
that  they  renounced  the  vain  amusementa 
of  the  world.  Thue,  dancing,  pantomimes, 
public  sports,  theatrical  diversions,  the  read- 
ing of  huRioruus  and  coiDic»L  books,  with 
several  other  kinds  of  pleasure  and  enter* 
tainment,  were  prohibited  by  thorn,  as  un- 
lawful and  unseemly  J  and,  therefore,  by  no 
means  of  an  indifTerent  nature."  These 
views  gave  great  offense  to  tl>e  worldly- 
minded,  pleasure-seeking  church  members  of 
that  period.  But  the  most  objectionable  of 
all  the  views  advanced  by  the  Pietists'  was 
this,  that  no  man  was  pro|>orly  qualified 
fin*  ilie  sacred  office  of  the  ministry  who 
waa  not  himself  a  truly  pious  man!  The 
carnal  clergy  wei'e  enraged  at  the  Kimpla 
enunciation    of  the   doctrine! 

Had  the  Pietists  not  boen  [terseeutcd  and 
reai&tod  by  the  churches  of  which  they  were 
the  salt;  and  had  the  leaven  of  gmlliness 
which  they  diffused,  not  been  neutralized 
by  a  blinded  clergy  and  stato;  and,  on  tho, 
contrary,  had  the  revival  which  they  pro- 
moted been  encour;iged  throughout  Germany, 
how  vastly  different  would  have  been  the, 
religious    condition    of    that    great   country, 
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this  day!  As  it  is,  no  Christian  countr? 
on  the  globe  more  needs  the  evangelical 
missionary,  animated  by  the  spirit  of  Spenor 
and  Franke,  than  Germany.  The  land  which 
has  been  hallowed  by  the  blood  of  thou- 
sands and  thousands  of  martyrs,  is  oTer- 
spread  with  a  thick  mantle  of  spiritual 
darkness.  But  the  good  leaven  of  the  Gos- 
pel disseminated  by  the  Pietista,  still  works 
in  the  Lutheran  church,  especially  in  Amer- 
ica: and  'in  other  directions  its  healthful 
influence  has  been  felt.  In  the  renewal  of 
the  United  Brethren  church,  under  the  su- 
per^■i8ion  of  Zinzendorf,  it  performed  im- 
poHant  service,  as  we  shall  see  presently. 

After  the  total  extinction  of  religious  lib- 
erty in  Bohemia  and  Moravia,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the  United 
Brethren  remained  in  a  state  of  great  de- 
pression for  nearly  a  century.  They  were 
never,  however,  extirpated;  and,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  God,  who 
had  not  been  inattentive  to  their  plaintive 
cries,  nor  insensible  to  their  grievous  bond- 
age, eame  to  their  relief,  broke  their  prison 
doors,  and  sent  thera  forth  as  messengers 
of  salvation  to  a  lost  world.  At  about  the 
same  time    in    1715,  a  revival  of    religion 
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Iwoke  out  among  a  remiiaat  of  Brethren 
wbo  still  remftined  in  Morftvia  and  Bo- 
hemia, although  there  had  been  no  oom- 
muriicatioii  between  Iheni.  But^  finding  thcm- 
solres  hedged  in  on  ever}'  side,  denied  all 
religious  privileges,  and  completely  at  the 
mercy  of  their  unfeeling  and  powerful  en- 
emies,  they  humbly  besought  the  Lord  for 
lome  asylum  to  which  they  might  fly  for 
protection.  This  was  provided  for  them, 
through  the  agency  of  Christian  Dand,  on 
thb  estate  of  a  pious  young  German  noble- 
man, in  Upper  Luaatia,  in  1722. 

Christian  David  was  raised  a  Roman  Cath- 
olic, employed  in  youth  as  a  shepherd,  and 
afterward  put  to  the  trade  of  a  carpenter. 
While  working  as  an  apprentice  in  Holes* 
cfa&u,  he  became  acquainted  with  one  of 
the  scattered  remnants  of  God's  people,  who, 
although  they  were  confinod  in  a  cellar,  by 
the  authorities,  were  engaged,  day  and  night, 
ia  singing  and  prayer.  These  people  were 
Che  moans  of  arresting  him  in  hia  evil 
ways,  and,  finding  a  Bible,  he  read  it^  un- 
til his  uiind  was  fiilly  enlightened,  and  his 
heart  was  filled  with  joy  and  peace  in  be-' 
lieving.  He  now  determined  to  join  the 
Lutheran  church,  and,  that  he  might  do  so 
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with  safety,  he  traveled  to  "Berlin,  wher©' 
be  was  admitted  to  the  Lord'3  Supper. ' 
But,  "observing  that  the  generality  of  Lu- 
therans led  very  careless  and  even  wicked' < 
lives,  and  that  any  individual  earnestly  seek- 
ing tho  salvation  of  his  soul,  was  exposed 
to  taunts  and  reproach,  ho  rcsolvwl  to  en- 
list as  a  soldier,  fancying  that  he  would 
have  more  leisure  la  that  state  to  attend^ 
to  spiritual  things."  In  this  he  was,  of 
course,  disappoint*<i.  After  his  discharge 
from  the  army,  and  return  to  his  occupa- 
tion as  a  carpenter,  he  was  induced,  by  the 
persecutions  to  which  he  was  exposed,  to 
remove  into  Upper  Lusatia,  where  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  some  pious  Lutheran 
preachers,  and  with  Count  Zinzendorf.  After 
he  had  become  settled,  he  was  moved  to 
make  frequent  journeys  into  Moravia,  to 
preach  the  Gosi>el  to  such  of  his  fellow- 
countn.'men  as  be  might  in  safety  reach. 
During  these  jomTieys,  he  became  acquaint- 
ed with  some  of  the  United  Brethren,  who 
were  as  sheep  without  a  shepherd,  and,  in 
1722,  succeeded  in  leading  a  little  band  of 
them  out  of  their  prison  house  to  the  es- 
tate of  Count  Zinzendorf,  in  Upper  Lusatia. ' 
Not  desiring  to  settle  in  the  village  on  tbe 
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esUte,  they  went  into  the  foreat,  about  two 
mil^s  fVom  Bertlielsdorf,  and  on  a  hill, 
called  Jlutburg,  they  oommeneed  to  build 
Herr-VHOT,— a  nftmo  which  has  a  "double 
signification,  and  may  be  translated  cither 
the  oif^ect  of  tie  Lord's  j»rateeiitm,  or  the 
watch  of  the  Lot*},  the  place  where  his  serr- 
«Bto  stand  waiting  to  receive,  and  ready 
to  execute  his  oommands."* 

Nicholas  Lewis,  Couxt  Zinzendobp,  on 
whoee  estate  Hermhut  was  bailt,  and  who 
is  so  intimately  associated  with  the  renewal 
of  the  United  Brethren  church,  was  bora' 
at  Dresden,  in  A.  D.  1700.  When  an  in- 
fant six  weeks  old,  he  was  carried,  by  his 
Mine,  into  the  presence  of  hia  dying  father, 
who  aaid  to  him,  "My  dear  son,  they  ask 
mo  to  bless  you,  but  you  are  more  blessed 
than  I  am ;  though  even  now  I  feel  as  if 
I  were  already  standing  before  the  tbruae 
of  Jesus."  His  mother  marrying  again, 
yoang  Zinzendorf  was  placed  under  the  caro 
,  of  hia  grandmother,  Mailame  von  Gersdorf, 
an  elect  lady,  at  whose  house  the  godly 
Spener  was  a  frequent  guest.  It  is  also  a 
fiict  worthy  of  record,  that  a  daily  prayer- 
meeting — a  thing  then    regarded   as  an  »- 

•  Holim,  Tol.  I,  p  in. 
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hibition  of  fanaticism  bordering  on  lunacy — 
v&a  maiatained  at  Madame  Gcradorf's  reel- 
dence. 

Under  tbe  genial  spiritual  influences  of 
his  grandmotlier*s  home,  the  susceptible  na- 
ture of  young  Zinzeudorfi  at  a  rery  early 
period,  became  thoroughly  imbued  with  the 
Spirit  of  Jesus.  At  Halle,  also,  where  he 
was  placed  at  scbool  in  his  tenth  year,  he 
advanced  rapidly  in  the  knowledge  and  lore 
of  God.  At  the  house  of  the  celebrated 
Fraake,  co-laborer  of  Spencr,  lessons  of 
holiiiesa  were  indelibly  imprinted  upon  his 
memory.  Some  of  his  noble  friends,  dis- 
pleased with  his  zeal  and  dcvotednees  to 
the  Lord*  had  him  removed,  in  his  seven* 
tcenth  year,  to  \A'ittenberg.  But  no  cir- 
■cumstances  with  which  he  was  surrounded, 
BiO  worldly  employments  with  which  bis 
ttme  was  engrossed,  ever  caused  his  love 
to  grow  cold,  or,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
abated  hia  ardor,  or  dampened  his  glowing 
seal.  After  he  had  reached  his  majority, 
he  was  induced,  by  his  friends,  to  accept 
of  an  important  office  under  ilie  govern* 
m.ent,  the  duties  of  which  he  disoharged, 
with  conscientious  tideUty,  for  a  period  of 
about  eleven    years.      During  this    term  of 
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public  official  life,  he  was  very  busily  em 
ployed  in  advancing  true  reli^on  by  every 
practicable  means;  and  on  his  estate,  in  Up- 
per Lusatia,  God  was  preparing  an  humble 
people,  with  whom  he  was  soon  to  become 
fiilly  identified  in  the  great  work  of  saving 
sinners.  The  liberality  of  his  heart  had 
prompted  him  to  offer  a  retreat  to  the  Uni^ 
cd  Brethren  refugees  and  exiles  from  Mo- 
ravia and  Bohemia.  Returning  home,  afl^ir 
an  absence  of  some  time,  his  attention  vraa 
attracted  by  the  rude  house  erected  in  the 
wchmI  by  the  roadside,  and,  being  informed 
that  it  was  inhabited  by  the  Moravians,  ho 
alight«d  from  his  carriage,  cntor<?d  the  hum- 
ble abode,  greeted  the  refugees  in  the  most 
eordial  manner,  and,  before  leaving  them, 
kneeled  down,  and  prayed  for  the  blessing 
of  God  upon  them. 

The  hand  of  industry,  and  the  smiles  of 
providence,  caused  Herrnhut  to  grow  rapidly 
into  a  flourishing  and  beautiful  village.  As 
opportunity  served,  other  Brethren  from  Mo- 
ravia and  Bohemia,  escaped  from  their  cruel 
house  of  bondage,  and,  leaving  all  behind 
them  for  Christ's  sake,  they  fled  to  Herrn- 
hoL  Godly  people  of  other  persuasions,  also^ 
sought  and  found  an    asylum  in  this  retreat 


,66 


ANTECEDENTS   OF   THE 


Some  of  these  were  Lutlierans,  others  Re- 
formed, ami  others  still  Mcnnonitcs.  Though 
differing  in  regarrl  to  some  things,  they  were 
ttll  perfectly  uaited  in  Christ,  and  generally 
agreed  in  regard  to  those  things  which  are 
easoatittl  in  both  faith  and  practice.  Zinzen- 
dorf's  interest  in  the  Brethren,  and  his  nffeo- 
tion  for  thein,  increased  eontiniuilly,  until  at 
length  his  heart  was  fully  won,  and  ho  be- 
came heartily  and  permanently  identified 
with  them   in  the  ronowed  ehureh. 

It  beoame  nccesitary,  as  we  may  well  sup- 
pose, for  the  |uiip!e  who  had  settled  at 
Herrnhutf  to  organizL'  theinsolvea  into  a  society 
ibr  the  enforuomcnt  and  prosen-ation  of 
sound  faith  and  Gospel  discipline.  This 
waa  effected  in  17:27,  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enty years  nfter  the  original  United  Breth- 
ren chuH'h  had  been  organiaed  on  the  con- 
fines of  Mora^'ia  and  8ilesla. 

Tlie  first  throe  rules  or  resolutions,  adopt- 
ed without  a  disSLMitiitg  voice  at  Herrnhut, 
in  the  re-<jrganizatiun  of  the  Brethren  (.-hnrch, 
contain  the  *'fumlaniental  principles"  of  the 
society : 

I.  "It  shall  never  be  forgotten  Mt  iferni- 
IM,  that  it  is  built  on  the  living  God,  and 
ia  a  work  of  his  Almighty  band.     It  ia  not 
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ao  much  a.  tiew  settlement  as  an  inatitutiun 
funuL'd  for  the  lireiiiren,  aud  i>q  their  blo- 
coimt. 

11,  "Herruhut,  with  thoao  properly  intend- 
ed to  be  its  inhabitants,  (i.  e.  Moraviun  ex- 
iles) shall  oonatantly  maintain  love  with  all 
God's  childron  in  every  Christian  donomina- 
tiou,  shall  judgu  none,  imd  abstain  from  all 
contentious  and  unseemly  behavior  towards 
those  with  whom  they  aiaj'  differ  in  opin- 
ion; and  ondoavur  to  pre^rve^  r/mong  ita 
own  members,  the  purity,  simplicity,  and 
gnae  of  evaugelit-al   truth. 

in.  "In  HeiTnhut,  tlie  Holy  Scriptui-es 
shall  be  the  only  standard  of  faith  and 
practice,  by  which  our  wliole  conduct  ought 
to  l)e  regulated.  Agreeably  to  the  word  of 
God,  we  can  acknowledge  such  ouly  for 
genuine  members  of  the  body  of  Christy  in 
whom  the  following  marks  of  true  faith  are 
dlftceriiible: 

'■  VMioever  docs  not  confess  thnt  he  halh 
been  apprehended  solely  bj-  the  grace  of 
Ood  in  Christ,  and  that  be  needs  thU  jjraoe 
©very  moment  of  liis  life; — that  the  most 
perfect  rectitude  of  conduct,  {if  it  even  were  ' 
altaluable)  can  be  of  nu  avail  in  the  sight 
of  God  without    the    intercession  of   Jesua, 
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pleading  the  merit  of  his  blood,  and  can 
be  rendered  acceptable  only  through  Christ; 
whoever  docs  not  make  it  clearly  manifest 
that  he  is  really  in  earnest  to  be  delivered 
from  sin,  (for  which  Christ  has  suffered)  to 
become,  daily,  more  holy  and  more  like  the 
imago  of  Go<l,  in  which  man  was  created, 
to  be  more  and  more  purified  ftx>m  the  re- 
mains of  natural  corruption,  vanity,  and 
self-will,  to  walk  even  as  Jesus  walked,  and 
willing  to  bear  his  reproadi— sueh  a  one  isJ 
not  a  genuine  brother.  But  whoever  holdsj 
the  mystery  of  fnith  in  a  pure  conscience,! 
though  some  of  his  opinions  may  be 
tarian,  fanatical,  or  otherwise  erroneous,  shall 
not,  on  that  account,  be  despised  by  us, 
or,  if  he  separate  himself  from  us,  be  for- 
saken,  or  treated  aa  an  enemy;  bnt  we  will 
bear  and  forbear  with  him  in  lore,  patience, 
and  meekness.  Such  persons,  though  they 
do  not  dissent  from  the  fundamentals  of 
faith,  yet  do  not  steadfastly  continue  in  them, 
shidl  be  considered  as  weak  and  halting 
Brethren,  and  be  restored  in  the  spirit  of 
meekness." 

Prudential  mejisures,  in  conformity  to  the 
spirit  of  these  resolutions,  were,  from  time 
to  time,  adopted.    The  year  which  marked 
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the  renewal  of  the  United  Brethren  was 
also  remarkable  for  the  great  revival  wiUi 
which  Hcrrnhut  was  vUited.  Brotherly  love 
was  greatly  increased;  and  preaching  by 
the  regular  pastor,  Rev.  Mr,  Rothe,  and 
other  ministers  who  visited  the  place,  was 
attended  with  astoniahing  power  and  iino* 
tion.  Thousands  flocked  to  the  place  of 
public  worship  from  far  and  near,  and  the 
meetings  were  sometimes  continued,  without 
intermission,  from  six  o'clock  in  the  mora- 
ing  until  three  in   the  afternoon. 

The  13th  of  August,  1727,  waa  a  day 
which  should  never  be  forgotten.  On  tha 
lOUk,  the  Brethren  "continued  together  in 
prayer,  singing  hymns  and  spiritual  dia- 
coorse  until  late  at  night."  Each  one  en- 
deavored to  "dedicate  himself  with  full  puz^ 
peso  of  heart  to  the  Lord,"  and  "more 
than  an  earthly  influence  animated  the 
whole  assembly."  On  the  12th,  Count  Zin- 
zendorf,  who  had  not  yet  assumed  the  cler- 
ical oflBce,  and  was  still  a  high  oflfiecr  of 
state,  paid  a  visit  to  each  family  in  Hcrrn- 
hut,  and  cx)nversed  with  them  in  relation 
to  the  communion  which  was  to  be  celfr 
brated  the  next  day.  In  the  evening,  every 
member  of  the  congregation  signed  the  staV 
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Vtea.      The  next  day,  while  on  the  way 

ehurcU,  MhicJi  was  about  one  mile  from  the 
village,  "  those  who  had  taken  ofleuse  at 
each  other  mutually  cynfessed  their  faulta, 
became  reconciled,  and  were  united  in  love." 
That  day,  in  God's  house,  every  heart  waa 
fiill,  and  the  singing  woa  almost  drowned 
by  loud  weeping,  and  other  expressions  of 
overpowering  emotion.  It  is  a  remarkable 
feet,  that  two  of  the  elders  who  were  far 
distant  in  Moravia,  felt,  during  the  hours 
of  this  remarkable  meeting,  a  strong  im- 
pulse moving  them  to  pray,  and,  rctinng 
into  a  garret  of  the  house,  '*thoy  poured 
ottt  tlieir  souls  to  God  with  an  unusual 
degree  of  emotion."* 

.  The  revival  manifested  itself  with  great 
power  among  the  t-liilJren  and  youth;  a«d 
many  of  tender  age  were  made  savingly 
acquainted  with  Christ,  who,  in  after  years, 
with  a  disintorcat^Mlneas  and  devotion  which 
has  never  been  surpassed,  carried  the  glad 
tidings  of  salvation  into  heathen  lauds. 
Jhe  earliest  of  these  youthfiil  converts  waa 
«  little  girl  of  about  eleven  years,  who, 
when  the  light  broke  in  upon  her  aorrow- 
ii^    heart,    exrlainied,   "  Now  I    am  a  child 

•  Sm  ■  foil  lewunt  of  tills  NTivBl  in  BoltaM,  Vol.  I. 
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of  Godl"  The  interest  become  so  absorb* 
ing  that,  on  the  evening  uf  the  29th  of 
August,  two  meetings  were  i;ommcncc<l  in 
the  opon  air,  and  continued  until  the  break 
of  day. 

In  thia  wny  was  tlie  church  nf  the  Unitp 
ed  Brethren  rescued  from  bondage,  [when 
their  eneiniea  regarded  ihein  as  dead]  re-or- 
pini2e<l.  t>a|)ti2cti,  and  prepared  ti>  enter 
upon  tlie  great  mUfiiiouary  work,  among  the 
dead  and  «lyiixg  churches  of  the  refomiatioa, 
and  among  the  heathen,  which  ha.s  rendered 
their  name  precioua  to  every  friend  of  eran- 
gelical  religiuii. 

The  renewed  United  Brethren  had  no  eo- 
desiostical  connection  with  the  original  Unit- 
ed Brethren,  aa  the  original  United  Brethren 
had  none  with  the  \\'aldensc3;  but  they  had 
what  wiw  far  luure  impurtant,  a  life  conueo- 
tioD  with  them  through  Jeans  Christ,  and, 
therefore,  in  the  highest  sense  in  which  the 
term  can  be  used,  they  were  one  and  the 
same  church.  In  some  prudential  measures 
they  difierwi  from  the  first  Brethren,  as  the 
Brethren  differed  from  the  Waldenses;  but 
in  all  things  essential  to  the  being  und  pros- 
perity of  8  true  Christian  church  they  agreed 
perfectly. 
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It  WHS  an  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  upon 
the  disciples  at  Jerusalem,  which  quickened 
them  into  a  living  church,  and  aont  them 
forth  to  preach.  Similar  outpourings  of  the 
same  Spirit,  in  fulfillment  of  the  same  prom- 
ise of  the  Father,  kept  alive  the  flame  of 
evangelical  fire  among  the  Waldcnsefi,  through 
all  the  long  night  of  the  Middle  Ages,  in- 
somuch that  no  earthly  or  satanie  poweij 
could  quench  It.  And,  owing  to  an  effu- 
sion of  the  same  ever-blessed  Spirit,  the 
people  of  God,  of  various  porauaaions,  were 
united  into  one  body,  as  United  Brethren, 
and  prepared  to  accomplish  the  work  as- 
signed them  in  Moravia,  in  1457,  and  after 
270  years  at  Heirnhut;  and,  presently,  our 
attention  will  be  invit<!d  to  a  revival  among 
the  German  people  in  the  United  States, 
similar  to  that  experienced  at  Herrnhut, 
which,  under  the  supervision  of  di*ine  provi- 
dence, resulted  in  the  sprtwd  of  evangelical 
religion  in  this  country,  through  the  agency 
of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ. 
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UNITED  BRETHREN  IN  ENGLAND. 

Shortly  after  the  Spirit  had  been  poured 
out  upon  the  United  Brethren  at  Herrnhut, 
divine  providcoco  opened  the  way  for  the 
employment  of  that  unquenchable  mlssioQary 
seal  which  is  an  invariable  accompaniment 
of  every  genuine  revival,  and  missiouariea 
were  sent  out  into  various  oountriea  of  Europe; 
and,  after  a  few  years,  into  heathen  lands 
also.  In  1723,  the  year  following  the  mem- 
orable meetings  at  Herrnhut,  United  Brethren 
missionaries  visited  England,  where  they  were 
iastmmental  in  commencing  the  moat  re> 
markable  revival  of  roli^on  among  the  Eng* 
Uah  people,  on  record. 

The  state  of  religion  in  England,  and,  in 
fiKt,  throughout  Europe,  as  before  stated, 
waa  deplorable  indeed.  Very  few,  even  of 
the  ministers  of  religion,  bad  any  practical 
acquaintance  with  Christ  Ten  years  later, 
and  subsequent  to  John  Wealey's  oonveraion, 
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be  wrote  to  Zinzeudoif  that  he  kuew  of  "ten 
truly  enlightened  ministers  in  England;"  in 
addition  to  whom  he  adds,  "I  have  found  one 
Anabaptist,  and  one,  if  not  two,  teachers 
among  the  Presbyterians,  who,  I  hope,  love 
the  Lord  Jesus  in  sincerity,  and  teach  the 
way  of  God  in  truth."  How  poorly  prepared 
was  such  a  blinded  ministry,  to  w^ithstand 
the  influence  of  that  bold,  subtle,  and  wide- 
spread infidelity,  which,  at  that  period,  was 
poisoning  the  literature,  and  corrupting  the 
mornis,  of  all  classt's  of  society. 

One  year  afU'r  the  United  Brethren  had 
visiti'd  England,  a  society,  oonsiating  of  a 
few  young  men,  among  whom  was  John  M'es- 
ley,  was  oi^nized  at  Oxford.  Sometime  after, 
George  ^\^»itfioId  was  enrolled  among  its 
members.  The  object  of  this  society,  or  club, 
was  the  promotion  of  practical  religion;  but. 
it  does  not  appear  that  any  one  of  its  mem- 
bers had  over  experienced  a  change  of  heart, 
or  know,  exiwri mentally,  the  way  of  life. 
Thoy  were,  however,  honest  and  earnest  in- 
quirers. 

After  completing  his  studies,  Mr.  Wesley 
was  ordained  a  minister,  and  sent  to  Amer 
ica,  as  a  missionary.     Happily,  on  the  vessel 
vhich  brought  him  to  the  New  World,  therft_ 
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were  twenty-six  United  Brethren,  with  whom 
ho  aooii  formetl  a  very  agreeable  aoqiiaint' 
anpe.  The  safety  of  the  reffscl  u|K>n  which 
tiicy  sailed,  was  greatly  endangered  by  vio* 
lent  storms.  But  this  wius  the  means  of 
bringing  before  Mr.  Wesley's  mind  the  very 
important  truth,  that  [perfect  love  castetli  outf 
fear.  He  had  already  been  struck  with  th* 
humility  and  escuUeut  temper  of  the  Brelli- 
ven;  but,  when  the  sea  broke  over  the  vea^ 
sel,  poured  in  between  the  decks,  and  spUtf 
the  mainsail  in  pieces,  they  exhibited  a  hap- 
py eompo-iurc  of  mind,  which  ho  wa»  unable 
to  understand ;  for,  while  the  English  pa^ 
seogers  screamed  in  terror,  and  Sir.  Wes- 
ley himself  was  in  distressing  fear  nf  death, 
tike  Brethren,  with  entire  presence  of  mind, 
continued  to  sing  a  paahn  which  had  l>een 
commeuced.  After  tho  storm  had  nbate<l, 
Mr.  Wcalcy  said  to  one  of  the  Brethren, — 
"Was  you  not  afraid?  He  answered.  I  ttiank 
God.  no!  But,  were  not  your  women  and 
children  afraid?  He  rcplie<l,  mildly.  No,  our 
women  and  children  are  not  afraid  to  die." 
Arriving  at  Savannah,  Mr.  Wesley  soon 
had  an  interview  witli  Spangenberg,  a  Unite<l 
Brethren  bishop,  of  sound  learning  and  deep^ 
piety,  of  whom  he  asked  advice  in  respeefr- 


96 


AKTECEDBNTS    OF    THE 


to  the  missionary  labors  which  he  expected 
tpO  undertake.  The  bishop  replied,  "My 
brother,  1  must  first  ask  you  two  questione. 
Have  you  the  witness  within  yourself?  Does 
the  Spirit  of  God  bear  witness  with  your  spir- 
it, that  you  are  a  child  of  God?"  Mr.  Wes- 
ley knew  not  what  to  answer,  for  he  was, 
as  yet,  in  his  sius;  but  the  simple  piety  and 
excellcut  manners  of  the  Brethren,  impressed 
him  very  favorably.  He  wrote ; — "  They 
were  always  employed,  always  cheerful  them- 
selves, and  in  good  humor  with  one  another." 
Of  one  of  their  ecclesiastical  meetings,  which 
ho  attended,  he  says: — "After  several  hours 
spent  in  conference  and  prayer,  they  proceed- 
ed to  the  election  and  ordination  of  a  bishop. 
The  simplicity,  as  well  as  solemnity,  of  the 
whole,  almost  made  me  forget  the  seventeen 
hundred  years  between,  and  imagine  myself  in 
one  of  those  assemblies  where  form  and  state 
were  nut;  but  Paul,  the  tent-maker,  or  Peter, 
the  fisherman,  presided ;  yet  with  the  dem- 
onstration of  the  Spirit,  and  power." 

Closing  bis  lahors  in  Georgia,  Mr.  Wesley 
returned  to  England,  ignorant  still  of  the  way 
of  salvation.  On  the  voyage  he  became  fully 
convinced  that  he  was  not  a  true  Christian ; 
and,  when  nearing  the  coasts  of  his  native 


CniTED    BBETHRBM    Ilf    CHBIST.      07 


l&nd,  he  wrote,  in  the  bitterness  of  his  spirit: 
—"I  went  to  America  to  convert  the  In- 
dians; but  Oh!  who  shall  coavert  me?  Oh! 
who  will  deliver  me  from  this  fear  of  death? 
What  shall  I  do?  Wlicrc  shall  I  fly  from 
it?  What  must  I  do  to  be  saved?"  Short- 
ly  after  his  return,  he  had  an  interview  with 
Peter  Bohler,  and  other  United  Brethren, 
who  were  then  laboring  with  much  success 
in  England.  He  was  ama/^d  when  they  un- 
folded to  him  the  way  of  life,  through  faith. 
This  interview  was  followed  by  many  others, 
which  eventuated  in  the  removal  of  the  last 
doubt  from  his  mind.  At  a  Brethren  meet- 
ing in  1739,  the  way  of  salvation  by  faith, 
became  so  plain  to  his  mind,  that  he  could 
only  cry  out,—*'  Lord,  help  thou  my  unbelief." 
He  now  united  with  a  United  Brethren 
society  in  Fetter  Lane,  London, — a  society 
which,  to  use  the  language  of  its  constitu- 
tion, *'waa  organized,  in  obedience  to  the 
command  of  God,  by  St.  James,  and  by  the 
advice  of  Peter  Bohler."  Now  his  sense  of 
sin,  and  need  of  a  Savior,  pressed  still 
more  heavily  upon  him,  so  that  he  wrote: 
"I  feel  that  I  am  sold  under  sin.  I  know, 
too,  that  I  deserve  nothing  but  wrath, 
being  full  of  all  abominations.  •  •  • 
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So  lliat  my  mouth  is  stopped.  I  have  nothing 
io  plem).  God  is  holy;  I  am  unholy.  God 
is  a  coDsuming  Hre;  I  ftm  a  sinner,  altogether 
ZDdct  to  be  consumed."  ITot  long  after  these 
agonizing  words  wore  penne<t,  he  was  enabled 
to  trust  in  Cbriat,  Christ  alone,  for  salvation; 
and  an  assurance  was  given  him  that  hia 
sins  were  taken  away,  and  that  he  was  saved 
from  the  law  ef  sia  and  death. 

Charles  Wesley  was  converted  about  tjbree 
days  before  his  brother  John.  He  had  visit* 
ed  one  of  the  small  Aforarian  assemblies, 
and  says:  *'I  thought  myself  in  a  choir  of 
angels.*'  Soon  after,  while  suffering  from  a 
flt  ef  sickness,  he  was  entertained  at  the  house 
of  a  poor,  piaus  member  of  the  Brethren 
society,  named  Bray.  This  mechanic  read  and 
expounded  the  Scriptures  to  his  gifted  and 
learned  guest,  and  directed  his  troubled  mind 
into  the  way  of  life.  Mr.  C.  "Wesley  saya: 
— 'iG-od  sent  Mr.  Bray,  a  poor,  ignorant 
mechanic,  who  knows  nothing  but  Christ ; 
yet,  by  knowing  him,  knows  and  discerna 
all  things."  W^ile  at  this  man's  house  h* 
Tras  enabled  to  trust  in  Christ. 

Soon  after  his  happy  conversion  had  occur- 
red, Sir.  John  Wesley  visited  the  Brethren  at 
Hermhut,  and   at   Marienbom,   where  they 
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f'liad  also  plnnte<l  a  cliurch.  At  Maricnborn 
be  met  CouDt  Zinzcndorf.  From  this  place 
he  wrote:  "God  hn»  given  me,  at  lengrth, 
tbe  desire  of  my  heart.  I  am  with  a  church 
wboae  conversation  is  in  heaven,  in  whom 
is  the  mind  that  was  in  Christ,  and  who  so 
■walk  as  he  walked.  •  *  •  O,  how  high 
and  holy  a  thing  Christianity  is !  Aiid  how 
widely  different  from  that — I  know  not  what 
^ — which  is  ao  called,  though  it  neither  piiri- 
the  heart,  nor  renews  the  life,  after  the 
image  of  our  blessed  Eedeemer."  From 
ITerrnhut  he  wrote:  "I  would  gladly  have 
gpent  my  life  here.  0,  whc-n  shall  this 
'Christianity  cover  the  earth,  as  the  waters 
cover  the  seal"  He  returned  to  England, 
satly  strengthened  in  the  Lord. 
About  this  time  Mr.  Whitfiehl  returned 
,ltom  America,  and  we  find  both  these  great 
r«Vftng«list«  at  a  United  Brethren  love-feast 
meeting,  at  Fetter  Laue,  lighting  their  torch- 
fee,  to  use  a  figure,  at  the  United  Brethren 
altar.  Of  this  memorable  meeting,  Mr.  Wes- 
ley wrote,  in  his  journal :  "About  three  in  the 
morning,  as  we  were  continuing  instant  is 
prayer,  the  |>ower  of  God  came  mightily  upon 
us,  insomuch  that  many  cried  out  for  ei- 
ceeding  joy,  and    many  fell  to  the  gronnd. 
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As  soon  as  we  were  recovered  a  litUe  from 
that  awe  and  amaKemctit  at  the  presence  of 
his  Majesty,  we  broke  out  with  one  voice, 
"We  praise  thee,  0  G-od,  we  acknowledge 
thee  to  be  the  Lord."  This  meeting  occur- 
red in  1739. 

Mr.  Wesley's  connection  with  the  United 
Brethren  was  suddenly  broken  off,  in  1740, 
owing  to  some  slight  difference  of  opinion, 
which  arose  between  him  and  Philip  Henry 
Malther,  who  was  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Fetter  Lane,  in  regard  to  doctrine;  and  also 
because  he  disapproved  of  some  of  the  rules 
of  discipline,  "which  the  Brethren  deemed 
essential  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  So- 
ciety." When  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to 
withdraw  from  the  Society,  ho  read  a  paper 
to  the  congregation,  at  a  public  meeting,  in 
which  his  reasons  for  withdrawal  were  stated. 
When  the  reading  was  finished,  he  said: 
"You  who  are  of  the  same  judgment,  follow 
me,"  "I,  then,"  he  adds,  "without  saying 
any  thing  more,  withdrew,  as  did  eighteen 
mombors  of  the  Society."  Those  who  with- 
drew, met  at  the  Foundry,  where  they  organ- 
Ued  the  first  Methodist  society  in  the  world.* 


•  For  furtbur  InroriDalion  on  ihU  subjett  ibo  rmda-  U  r«Jerrtd  to 
VUtelumd-a  Lih  of  VmI^.  ToI.  It.,  p.  89-    Alto  U>  HolmM'  HI*- 
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AlUiough  Mr.  Wesley  *itJidrew  from  the 
Brethren,  under  a  inisapprehebsion,  probably, 
)f  some  of  their  views,  yet  he  retained,  him- 

'  self,  and  carried  into  tlie  Methodfsrt  societies 
which  he  formed,  a  large  share  of  the'  United 
Brethren  spirit;  and  he  always  regarded'  the 
Brethren  with  feelings  of  peculiar  affaction. 
"I  marvel,"  said  he,  at  one  time,  "that!  Vei. 

ifrain  from  joining  these  men;  I  scarce  ever 

Fsee  any  of  them,  b^t  my  heart  bums  within 
me;  I  long  to  be  with  them,  and  yet  I  am 
kept  from  them." 

The  labors  of  the  Brethren,  in  England, 
were  not  confined  to  London.  During  J738, 
the  year  of  the  oon^^orsion  of  the  Wesleys, 
an  extensive  revival  was  in  progress,  under 
their  labors,  in  Yorkshire,  and  many  societies 

^were  organized  there  by  John  Toeltschig,  a 
loraviaii  exile,  in  conjunction  with  Messrs. 
Ingham  und  Delamotte.  Shut  out  of  the 
churches,  and  bitterly  persecuted,  they  resort- 
ed to  the  fields  and  bams,  where  they  gather- 
ed vast  congrt?gfttion8;  "and  such  was  the 
eagerness  of  the  people  to  hear,  and  such  the 

t«7  of  tk*  DBitod  BnltiNn,  Vol.1.,  pp.  311.  Sl».  313.  Ualmuvfa- 
diealM  MaMut,  and  iIm  choicli  U  Faiur  Laoc,  frttni  the  taVMt 
whicli  bare  been  ittribntMl  Ut  ibciD,  and  wbiata  an  roiunled  ia 
Smtm'i  Biil«f7  «<  Uetbodiam. 
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UDpres^iou  made  ou  Uieir  niiiuls  by  the  doc- 
trine of  sjilvation  tlmiugli  fuiih  in  llic  T/ord 
Jesus,  that  they  listened  witli  silent  and  fixed 
attention  .tothe  discourses  of  Tooltschig,  and 
other  G*-^ans,  whose  imperfect  knowledge 
of  th*j  English  hinguage  made  them,  indeed, 
sptisji  .ft'ith  "staioinering  tongues."  But  tho 
^ipf^Hs  of  the  speakers  were  lost  iti  the  power 
.  ilrhileh  aocompanied  their  testimony."*  In 
,'"1740,  Jfr.  Inghuiii,  in  bis  rejwrt,  said:  "There 
are  iiuw  upwanls  of  fifty  societies,  ivhere  the 
people  meet  for  iNlifieation."  At  a  public 
mcotiug  held  in  1742,  a  thousand  members 
of  tho  Brethren  societies  were  convened.  In 
1741  a  society,  called  '^The  BretAren^9  Socie^ 
for  the  furtherance  of  tite  Gospel  aviong  t&4 
heatAeii,'^  was  organized  in  London.  ''The 
members  met  once  a  mouth,  for  consultO', 
lion,  receiving  missionary  intelligence,  andi 
for  prayer."  Crantz,  in  his  history  of  the 
Brethren,  obsen'es  that  "the  very  sight  of 
these  truly  apostolic  men,  and  their  zeal  for 
the  conversion  of  the  heathen,  influenced 
neither  by  pride  and  vainglory,  nor  affected 
Pharisaical  piety,  but  accompanied  by  a  hu- 
mane, cheerful,  and  humble  deportment,  waa 


■  HoloMii,  p.  31C. 
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-m<»t  edif>'iQg  to  us,  and  awakened  an  ardent 
desire  in  tia  to  do  our  part  in  fiirthorancc 
of  tliis  noble  desig:n." 

We  can  not  cnt«r  at  length  into  the  his- 
tory of  the  Unitoii  Brethren  in  England;  but, 
from  what  wo  have  stated,  it  is  evident,  we 
think,  that  the  gi-eat  religious  movement,  in 
Kngland,  at  the  beginning  of  which  the  Wes- 
le_v9  were  oonverled,  had  its  origin,  under 
<Tod,  in  the  United  Brethren  who  went  out 
from  Hermliut,  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
of  faith,  and  Intent  on  the  conversion  of  the 
world  to  Clirist.  We  hnvo  seen  how  tliesc 
German  Brethren,  understanding  the  English 
Innguage  but  imperfectly,  opened  the  Scrip- 
tures to  learned  miDisters,  who  had  been  e<.lu- 
catwl  at  Oxford,  prayed  for  them  nlien  they 
became  penitent,  and  rejoiced  n-ith  them 
when   they   found  the  pejirl  of  great   price. 

Lighting  their  torches  at  the  altars  on  which 
the  evangelical  fire  had  been  kept  burning 
brightly  among  the  United  Brethren,  Men- 
noiiitea,  and  Waldenses,  through  long,  long 
ages  of  darkness  and  i>crsecutton,  the  Wes- 
leys,  and  their  coadjutors,  went  forth  with 
apostolic  faith  and  zeal,  disseminating  the 
light  of  salvation  wherever  the  English  lan- 
Ifuagc  was  spoken. 
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As  we  pursue  our  ■  subject^  wc  shall  see 
"hovi  that,  from  the  same  sacred  altar,  the 
light  of  reformation  burst  forth  as  the  morn- 
ing, among  the  Germans  in  America.  This 
will  introduce  us  to  another  branch  of  United 
Brethren  history. 
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CHAPTER   VI. 

UNITED    BUETHKKN    IN    AMERICA. 

The  quenchless  zeal  for  the  salvation  of 
men,  kindled  by  the  Holy  Spirit  at  Herrn- 
hut,  moved  the  United  Brethren  to  undertake 
the  conversion  of  the  American  Indians,  who, 
at  that  period,  were  the  principal  owners  and 
inhabitants  of  this  vast  country.  According- 
ly, the  ^rst  company  of  missionaries  reached 
Aincrica  in  1735;  and,  about  the  year  1736, 
bishop  Spanoenbero,  a  devoted  evangelist 
and  servant  of  God,  spent  some  time  in  Penn- 
sylrania,  where  he  was  the  means  of  confirm- 
ing and  comforting  some  in  the  faith,  and  of 
leading  others  into  the  way  of  life. 

Although  there  were,  at  that  period,  min- 
isters and  churches,  and  not  a  little  denomina- 
tional zeal,  in  this  country,  yet  it  is  generally 
adoiitted  that  the  life  and  power  of  godli- 
ness were  almost  unknown,  both  in  the  min- 
istry and  laity.  Any  one  who  professed  a 
change  of  heart,  and  claimed   "the  witness 
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of  the  Spirit,"  was  the  object  of  ridicule,  if  not 
of  perseculioii ;  but  auy  minister  or  member 
might  frequent  the  tavern,  visit  the  races, 
or  participate  in  the  promiscuous  dance,  with- 
out exciting  remark,  or  subjecting  himself  to 
reproof. 

However,  between  1738  and  1770,  mul- 
tudes  of  the  l-'nglish-apeakinj;  people,  in  the 
older  localities,  between  (renrgia  and  Mas- 
sachusetts, were  favored  with  frequent  vis- 
it-'' from  that  flaming  evangelist,  George 
WhitlieUI,  and  through  bis  influence  great 
numbers,  both  of  ministers  and  la\inen,  were 
aroused  froin  the  sleep  of  sin,  ami,  thruugh 
fiiith  in  Jesus,  were  introduced  into  a  new 
spiritual  life. 

The  people  speaking  the  German  language 
were,  if  possible,  in  a  worse  condition  than 
the  English.  They  were,  with  few  excei>. 
tions,  members  of  the  Reformed,  Lutlieran, 
Mennonitc,  and  Tunker  churches :  and,  al- 
though ardently  attached  to  the  churches  in 
which  they  had  been  trained,  and  even  obsti- 
nately religious,  in  their  way,  yet  very  few 
of  Utem  had  any  clearer  idea  of  the  new 
birth  than  the  Jewish  ruler,  who  came  to 
Jesus  by  nigbt. 

The    Lutheran    population    numbered,    in 
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1748,  not  less  than  60,000  souls.  OS  Uiem, 
Dr.  Muiilonberg,  who  devutwl  Ms  valuable 
life  to  their  improvement,  in  a  letter  to 
Halle,  said:  "The  spiritual  state  of  our  peo- 
ple is  so  wretched  as  to  cause  us  to  shod 
tears  in  abundance.  The  young  people  have 
grown  up  without  any  knowledge  of  relig- 
ion, and  are  fast  running  into  heathenism."* 
The  population  adhering  to  the  Reformed 
faith,  about  the  middle  of  the  century, 
1750,  numbered  between  30,000  and  00,000 
«ouls,t  and,  as  a  body,  wore  much  like  the 
Lutherans.  The  Mennonitcs,  who  also  oon- 
stituteil  a  numerous  aud  influential  ]>ortioii 
of  the  population  of  Pennsylvania,  had  lost 
the  spirit  of  the  noble  ooofessors  and  mar* 
tyrs  who  honor  their  earlier  history;  and 
the  (Mwer  of  religion  hiul  ileeliucd  among 
them  to  such  a  lamentable  extent,  that  a 
truly  converted  person  could  with  difficulty 
be  found  in  many  of  their  chur«he».  They 
were,  however,  scrupulously  honest  and  up- 
right in  their  behavior,  and  adhered,  with 
more  than  pharisaical  exactitude,  to  certain 
of  religion.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  the  Tunkers  and  Amish. 

•  LUb  tad  Ttmw  of  HuhleDbeTg.  p.  60.      t  Sdibtttr"!  Llfo  ud 
Journal,  p.  901. 
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But  it  must  not  be  inferred  from  the 
foregoing  facta,  that  all  had  departed  from 
God,  and  were  walking  in  tho  blindness  of 
their  own  minds.  Within  tho  bosom  of  all 
the  churches  named,  persons  might  have 
been  found,  widely  scattered,  it  is  true,  who 
had  experienced  a  change  of  heart.,  and 
were  walking  hnrably  with  God.  Some  of 
these  were  fruits  of  the  revival  promoted 
by  Spener;  others  had  been  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  while  in  Germany, 
by  the  Brethren;  others  were  a  remnant, 
still  surviving  the  general  declension,  of  the 
once  spiritual  Mennonite  societies;  and,  in 
1734,  a  colony  of  Saltzbergers, — one  of  the 
remnants  of  the  long-suffering  Waldenses  of 
Piedmont,  driven  from  their  homes  by  that 
papal  power  which  in  vain  had  sought  their 
extirpation  for  a  thousand  years,  settled  in 
Georgia,  under  the  patronage  of  General 
Oglethorpe.  These  last  mentioned  were  a 
remarkably  spiritual  people,  and  their  ear- 
liest pastors,  BoLzrus  and  Gronac,  were 
among  the  first  candlesticks  in  the  Lord's 
hand  in  this  country.  Ebenezer, — "Roek  of 
Help," — built  by  the  Saltzbergers,  in  the  wil- 
derness, shed  an  humble  light  upon  the 
Burrounding  darkness. 
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l8iU£L  Christian   Obonau,  one   of    the 

paatora  of  these  pioiig  people,  died  in  1745. 
Duriug  his  last  sickness,  "bis  heart  contin- 
ually enjoyed  communion  with  bis  Redeem- 
er." "Nothing,"  said  his  fellow-laborer, 
"troubled  him,  for  he  tasted  the  reooncilia- 
tion  with  God,  and  the  joy  and  peaue  of 
the  iloly  Ghost.  •  •  •  When  one  of 
his  brethren  took  hold  of  his  hand,  whicli 
he  had  lifted  up  in  praise  to  God,  to  oover 
it  with  the  bed-dothes,  he  desired  that  the 
friend  might  support  his  arm  in  the  uplifted 
position.  This  being  done,  he  exclaimed, 
^Come,  Lord  Jesus!  Amen,  amenE'  With 
these  words  he  closed  hia  eyes  and  Ups, 
smd  entered  into  the  joy  of  the  Lord,  fall 
of  peace."  In  1766,  Bolzius  also  died.  A 
httio  while  before  his  death,  he  was  visited 
in  his  solitary  homo  by  a  Christian  friend, 
to  whom  ho  said:  "I  can  not  describe  how 
happy  I  am  in  my  solitude,  whilst  I  enjoy 
the  presence  and  communion  of  my  Sarior! 
Happy  I  oh,  indescribably  happy !"  Hia 
friend  then  recited  to  him  the  Lord's  words. 
—"Father,  I  will  that  they  whom  thou  hast 
given  me,  be  with  me,  whero  I  am,  that 
they  may  see  my  glory,  which  thou  hast 
given  me."      The    dying  witueaa    for    Jesua 
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ri««t(e(i  the  words,  "that  they  may  see  my 
^,"  and  ftdded,— "Ah!  how  delightful  it 
^B  in  yonder  heai'en!  how  delightfiil  to  be 
with  Christ!  These  men  pattscssed  true  re- 
ligion— the  reUgion  which  sustained  their 
brethren  during  the  dark  centuries,  when 
they  wert!  hunt«I  down  like  wiUI  hoasts  for 
Christ's  Rake. 

As  early  as  1726,  John  Bachtel,  a  truly 
converted  man,  and  afterward  minister  of' 
Jesus  Christ,  emigrated  from  Germnny,  and 
settled  at  Gormantown,  Pa.,  where  he  resided 
until  1 746.  Ilo  experieneed  a  change  of 
heart  in  Germany,  in  his  youth;  but  after- 
ward,  while  a  traveling  journeyman,  he  fell 
from  grace.  Through  the  mercy  of  God, 
however,  he  was  reawakened,  and,  witbl 
many  tears,  he  sought  and  found  forgive- 
ness. Ever  afterward  he  was  an  unsworv- 
ing  witness  for  Jesus. 

Henry  AuriM  was  another  clear  light  in 
that  dark  pcTiod.  It  is  not  known  when  he 
settled  in  Anieriea,  when  he  was  t'onvcrtod, 
nor  when  he  commenced  to  preach;  but  he 
was,  evidently,  one  of  the  most  active  and 
spiritual  Christiana  of  his  day. 

When  bishop  Spangenberg  came  into  Penr 
sylvania,  he    soon    formed    an    acquaintance^ 
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irith    Baohtel,    Anto»,    Sttefol,    Gruber,    and 
others  of   liko   proeioiis  faith,  whom  he  oon- 
firmcd  and  strengthened  ia  the  Lord,     in  an 
account  of  his  life  and  oxiHsrieacc,  Mr.  Bach- 
te\  relates  that,  in  1738,  he  became  actiuaint- 
ed  witb    Spangenbei^    when    he   residiKl    al 
^Behippach,  Pa.,  to  which  pluce  he,  with  oth- 
'Ors,  were  in  the  habit  of  going  onee  a  month. 
He  says:  "The  sainted  Brothers  Ant«s,  Stie- 
fel,    J.    Adam   Gruber,    myself,    and    others 
from    Germantown,    enjoyed    many    blessed 
hours  together"  in    associntion    and    worship 
with  Spangcnberg.    These  awaketie<l  and  en- 
lightened Christiana    vorj'  mueh    desired    to 
dorm  a  closer  union    with  each    other,   that 
they  might   o«:lify  one    another  in   love,  and 
unite    their   labors    to  advance  the  cause  of 
Chriat;    and  at  the    meetings  at   Schippach, 
and  at  other  times  and    places,  the    subject 
was  discussed. 

At  length,  in  17-11,  they  issued  a  circular 
inviting  all  true  Christian.-*,  of  every  name, 
to  meet  in  a  convention,  in  onler  to  consid- 
er, in  a  fraternal  spirit,  what  might  be  done. 
This  circular  read  as  follows: 

"In  the  name  of  Jesus!     AmenI 
"My  dear  friend  and  brother: 

"Since  a  fearful    injury  is    done    in    the 
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church  of  Christ  among  those  souls  who  are 
called  to  the  Lamb,  and  this  mostly  through 
the  mistnist  and  suspicion,  and  that  otien 
"without  foundation,  which  we  entertain  to- 
ward one  another,  by  which  every  attempt  to 
do  good  18  frustrated, — and  since,  contrary  to 
tois,  we  are  commanded  to  love  one  an- 
other, — ^the  question  haa  been  discussed  in 
the  minds  of  some  persons  for  two  or  more 
years,  whether  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
bring  about  a  general  assembly,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  disputing  with  one  another,  but 
to  confer,  in  love,  on  the  important  articles 
of  faith,  in  order  to  see  how  near  all  could 
•come  together  in  fundamental  points,  and 
in  other  matters  that  do  not  overthrow  the 
ground  of  salvation,  to  bear  with  one  an- 
other  in  charity,  that  thus  all  judging  and 
condemning  among  the  above-menUoned  souls 
might  be  abated  and  prevented:  since  by 
sucli  uncharitablenesa  wo  expose  ourselves 
before  the  world,  and  give  it  occasion  to 
say:  Those  wko  preach  peace  and  conversi&n 
themselves  stand  against  each  other.  These 
fJMrta  have  induced  many  brethren  and  God- 
fearing souls  to  take  this  important  matter 
Into  earnest  consideration,  and  to  view  it 
in.  the  presence  of  the  Lord;  and  they  have 
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concluded  to  assemble  on  the  coming  New 
Year's  day  in  (Jerniantown.  Accordingly, 
you  also  are  heartily  entreated,  with  several 
others  of  your  brethren  who  rest  on  good 
ground,  and  can  give  a  reason  for  their 
faith,  to  assemble  with  us,  if  the  Lord  pei^ 
mit  you  so  tx>  do.  Nearly  all  others  have 
been  informc<l  of  this  by  the  sonie  kind  of 
letter  as  is  here  sent  to  you.  It  is  believed 
that  it  will  be  a  large  assembly;  but  let 
not  this  keep  you  back;  every  thing  will 
be  done  without  much  rumor.  The  Lord 
Jesus  grant  his  hlessing  to  it, 

"From  your  poor  and  humble,  but  sinoerd 
friend  and  brother. 

"Henkv  Antes. 

"Frwlcrick  Tp.,  PhOa.  Co.,  Dec.  15,  IT-U."* 

Shortly  after  this  call  was  issued,  Count 
Zinsendorf  reached  Philadelphia,  animated 
with  the  blessed  spirit  which  reigned  at 
ilerrnhut  lie  soon  became  the  leader  of 
those  who  had  a  knowledge  of  the  Savior, 
in  the  foi^veness  of  sins.  Mr.  Bachlel,  in 
speaking  of  this  visit,  says: 

"In  1742,  when    the    dear,   departed  dis- 


•  I  tm  lnd«bUd  to  tb«  "Pilhtir*  of  lb«  0<*nntn  Rerormtd  Churck" 
tar  Ihla  elmitki.  aad  for  Buoy  of  tLo  beta  in  relation  to  Uiia  mor^ 
ami.  r 
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ciple.  Count  Zinsendorf,  came  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, I  bec&mo  acquainted  with  him  and 
other  Brethren.  My  heart.,  at  once,  felt  a 
tender  inclination  towards  them,  and  I  loved 
them  sincerely.  When  I,  for  the  first  time, 
heard  the  Count  preach,  in  the  church  at 
Germantown,  I  said  in  my  heart:  Yes,  this 
18  truly  the  only  and  true  ground  of  salva- 
tion— Jesus  Christ  and  his  merits  and  suf- 
fciings.  Other  foundation  can  no  man  lay; 
through  his  death  alone  has  life  been  se- 
cured to  us.  From  this  time  on  the  Breth- 
ren (Moravi.<in)  wore  the  ploasantest  society 
at  mv  house;  and  when  hatred  and  bitter- 
ness  in  the  country  against  them  b<^n,  I 
also  received  my  honest  share." 

The  contemplated  union  convention  met 
at  Germantown,  Junuary  1st,  1742,  ten  years 
previous  to  Mr.  Otterbein's  arrival  in  this 
countrj',  and  a  little  more  than  twenty  years 
previous  t«  the  inauguration  of  a  movement, 
exactly  similar  in  spirit,  under  his  labors, 
in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.  There  were  pres- 
ent at  the  convention  Christian  brethren 
who  stood  in  tho  Lutheran,  German  Re- 
formed, Mcnnonite,  Brethren,  and  Tunker 
churches.  Some  other  bodies  were  also  rep- 
resented. 
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Zinzendorf  entered  heartily  into  the  spirit 
of  t^e  convention,  for  it  was  essentially 
Christiiiu,  and  tnily  tTnited  Brethren.  It 
was  the  spirit  which  had  animated  the  gen* 
era!  conference  of  the  apostles  and  elders 
at  Jeruaalem;  controlled  the  Waldenses  and 
Albigenses  in  the  most  trying  periods  of  re- 
ligious history;  ruled  iu  the  councils  of  the 
Bohemian  Brothren;  drawn  together,  into  a 
well-organized  body,  the  Unitjis  Fratrum 
at  Ful&eck,  and  long  years  after  the  fugi- 
tives who  built  Hermhut.  As  was  to  have 
been  expected,  the  Count  soon  became  the 
leader  of  the  movement.  The  first  conven- 
tion was  dissolved  iu  peace  and  brotherly 
love;  and,  during  the  winter  aud  spring  of 
the  same  year,  six  other  conventions  of  a 
similar  character  were  held.  At  the  third, 
an  organization,  denominated,  "The  Cos- 
o&EOATiox  OF  God  in;  the  Simrit,"  was  con- 
summated. 

In  doctrine,  those  who  entered  this  union 
were  distinctively  Arminian.  They  were 
particular  in  inawting  upon  the  universality 
of  the  atonement;  and,  hence,  they  soon  came 
into  conflict  with  those  ministers  of  the  Ke- 
formed  church  who  were  Calrinistic  in  faith. 
With    respect  to  Christian  ex[)erience,   they 
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occupied  tlie  high  Scriptural  ground,  that  no 
one  can  be  a  true  Christian  without  a 
change  of  heart;  and  holin<*H9  of  heart  was 
deemed  an  essential  qualification  for  mom- 
bership  in  the  houaohold  of  fiiith.  In  prac- 
tical life,  they  cultivated  the  fruits  of  the 
Spirit,  such  as  lovo,  joy,  poaco,  mcoknefifl, 
and  tfimperancc.  And  they  wore  not  only 
intei-csted  in  religion  for  themselvea,  but 
thoy  longed  for  the  salvation  of  a  lost  world. 
It  was  preeminently  a  missionarj-  body. 
Zinzendorf,  Bachtel,  Ant«8,  Spangenberg, 
and  othei-s,  went  out  in  the  fraternal  spirit 
of  this  union,  and  proclaimed,  to  all  wiltiiu 
tlieir  roach,  a  free,  present,  and  full  f«alva- 
tion  to  all  who  would  repent  of  their  sins, 
and  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  A 
bright  day  seemed  about  to  dawn  upon  the 
unhappy  German  people  of  America.  Tho 
wilderno8.i  and  the  solitary  places  wore  about 
to  be  made  glad,  and  tho  desert  to  blossom 
as  the  rose. 

Alas!  these  hopes  were  doetined  to  early 
disappointment.  As  soon  as  the  movcmciil 
became  formidable,  the  old  high«church  spirit 
arose  up  against  it,  and  overthrew  it.  * 

Who  would  have  thought  it  possible,  nml 
yet  it  was    true,  the  church  at  Germantowu, 
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for  whom  the  pious  John  Bachtel  had  labor- 
ed sixteen  years,  cast  him  out  of  her  com- 
munioa.  This  was  accomplished,  after  much 
trouble,  in  1744. 

And,  unfortunately  for  tliis  union  move- 
ment)  during  the  very  year  of  its  inaugu- 
ration, Dr.  Muhlenbei^  arrived  in  America. 
He  was  a  good  man ;  but,  from  his  decided 
Lutheran  stand-point,  strongly  opposed  to 
the  oi^nization  of  a  church  to  be  compoa- 
ed  only  of  true  Christians.  Being  a  man 
of  talent,  industry,  zeal,  and  deTotion  to , 
the  cause,  he  succeeded  in  drawing 
away  from  Uio  congr^ation  many  of  the 
Lutherans  who  had  been  attracted  toward 
it,  and  of  closing  up  the  way  of  the  evan- 
gelists, who  laborml  in  the  union,  to  Lu- 
ther communities.  We  w^uld  not  judge  Dr. 
Muhlenberg  harshly,  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  possessed  the  spirit  of  Spener,  or 
he  could  not  have  come  into  conflict  with 
Zinzendorf.  And  it  is  a  sad  fact  that,  al- 
though he  was  a.  devoted  Christian,  and  did 
a  great  deal  of  good,  yet  no  rcvivnl  of  re- 
ligion  ever,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  occur- 
red  under   his  labors,* 


■  1o  Um  Ueatioit  d  hU  Lif*  kod  Ttiuu*,  w«  hure   many  luitioc*  of 
Uslabon  aUniUr  to  tK«  folloving:     "lo  Uib  ramitli  <il   KorcnlMr,  1 
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But  the  *most  determined  opposition  to 
klu8  DiovQmeQt  came  A^m  Michot;!  Schlat- 
ter, of  tlie  German  Reformed  church.  Ue 
was,  cvideatly,  a  less  spiritual  umn  than 
Muhlenberg-.  Rev.  Johu  Philip  Boehm,  a 
prominent  Reformed  minister  of  long  stand- 
ing in  America,  had  been  a  hitter  oppo- 
nent of  the  union  from  ita  inception,  and, 
at  an  early  period,  published  a  treatise 
against  it  It  does  not  appear  that  he  bad 
ever  experienced  a  change  of  heart,  or  that 
he  insisted,  upon  the  nece«8ity  of  such 
change  as  a  condition  of  ehurch  memhor- 
ahip.  Immediatoly  on  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Schhitter,  he  aci'ept«d  of  Mr.  Bt^telim  as  his 
oounsellor,  and  at  once  set  hiniself  violently 
against  the  union.     He  was  especially  bitter 

cODflrmol  and  hdinitiod  to  Ibo  Lord's  Suppar,  Ui«  joung  peopl*  wbpia 
1  b»d  iutncbid  TW«  vira  t««iU7<Mi  lu  uuiolMr,  ekMfly  kIbIu, 
(luv  at  y/Uum  VM  *  Diarrlwl  lus".  Tbcj'  lia<l  <uaiiDitMl  to  mtmi^iry 
Ih«  qutBtiuni  on  tbe  plan  of  rKlratimi  with  cocmicUniblo  tetottcj.  % 
MmoMl;  IsWhI  Id  imprvw  ibem  with  ibc  pro|icr  impait  of  what  tbef 
bad  Icarnw] :  and,  without  ccafting,  >dmitiihhinl  Ibtro  l«  ftrtqiicht 
prajpr  and  tho  praeti«4  of  vhat  they  hud  hcinl.  •  •  Th«  (ToaM 
put  alsu  oMuivd  na,  in  puntonal  twiiTurftattoii*  1  li«l  witU  Uivm^  Uiol 
tb«;  bavD  tr»q<itiDlly  bwn  upon  tli«ir  kniBM  in  pnrUn,  U  1h«w.  sod 
(b»t  thry  liiTr  tzparionccd  ia  their  heart!  the  inAiuucw  of  (be 
Spirit  ttf  Ci«l  thrDU^b  iht  Wurd,'  Hul  Unhluobcfg  iaii(:ht  thna 
jMopla  tliit  tiny  mu't  nut  onlj  gu  on  tbwir  Iidm*  frc^iwolly  Nt 
botiia,  but  aipt^eti'M  a  change  of  b<«rt  heton  Otef  tonld  bs  !*• 
•aivfd  Iota  (Iw  ohureh.  how  diSamt  woald  bare  btMt  tb*  blaloi^ 
at  Uiu  luihcTHi  ahurch  in  Antttrica. 
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agunst  the  "crafty  Ilemihutcrs/'  as  he  de* 
nominattiJ  the  United  Brethren.  By  hU 
indefatigable  lahora  be  succeeded  in  closiug 
up  the  Muy  of  access  to  tlie  perishing  Ger- 
man llefonoed  communities.  Some  good  Re- 
formed  miuiatei-s  went  to  the  United  Breth- 
ren; others  tvufussw.'J  that  they  had  erred, 
in-  eDt«ring  into  the  union,  and  withdrew 
from  it;  while  a  few,  almost  disheartened, 
determined  slill  to  wait  for  the  redemption 
oi  Israel.  Mr.  Schlatter  traveled  a  great 
number  of  miles,  and  baptized  and  confirm- 
ed very  many  people,  but  it  does  not  aj^ 
pour,  from  any  information  we  can  gather 
of  his  life  and  labors,  that  he  was  ever 
converted  himself,  or  that  he  was  the 
means  of  the  conversion  of  a  single  soul 
in  America.  He  was  frequetitly  involved  in 
difBculties  with  his  own  brethren,  and,  at 
length,  turned  bis  attention  almost  wholly 
to  secular  afTairs.  Around  his  death-bod  no 
light  ap|>ears  to  have  shone. 

A  few  years  sufficed  to  narrow  doWn  the 
** Congregation  of  God  in  the  Spirit"  mainly 
to  the  limits  of  the  United  Brethren.  But 
it  was  not,  as  we  shall  presently  see,  a 
failure.  Indeed,  it  seems  to  have  been  a 
£eed  cast  into  the  earth,  which,  after  a  few 
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years,  sprang  up  with  vigorous  growth-. 
And  in  this  case,  as  in  many  others,  the 
wrath  of  man  was  made  to  praise  God;  for 
the  unrelenting  and  most  powerful  enemy 
of  the  revival  movement^  into  which  Zin*- 
zendorf,  Antes,  and  many  others,  had  thrown 
tlieir  hearts,  was  the  agent  in  bringing  to 
this  country  a  young  man  of  piety  and  learn- 
ing, who,  in  connection  with  others,  inaugurated 
a  movement  similar  in  spirit  to  that  which 
had  been  defeated,  but  far  more  powerful 
and  successful,  and  which  was  carried  for- 
ward, under  his  wise  supervision,  for  nearly 
half  a  century.  The  commencement  and 
prt^ess  of  this  movement  will  he  the  sub* 
JGct  of  the  following  pages. 


CHAPTER  I. 


PHILIP    WILLIAM    OTTKRBKIN. 

If  the  reader  will  tuni  to  a  map  of  Ger- 
many, he  will  find  toward  its  western  side, 
bordering  oo  RhcnUh  Prussia,  the  Httlo 
Duchy  of  Nassau.  It  has  on  area  of  1,751 
Bquaj^  miles,  and  a  population,  mostly  Prot- 
ddtant,  of  430,000,  Frankfortnin-the-MaiQ 
touches  it  on  the  south-east,  and  Wisbadon 
i»  its  capital  and  chief  city.  On  the  narrow 
neck  of  mountainous  country  which  runs  up 
between  Westphalia  and  Hesse  Cassol,  not 
far  from  the  WeaterwakI,  is  situated  the  lit- 
tle town  of  DiLLEXBERO.  It  contains  two 
thousand  five  hundred  inhabitants,  attd  has  a 
college,  a  hospital,  an  orphan  asylum,  and  a 
ruined  castle — a  gray  relic  of  the  feudal  age 
In  this  village  Philip  Wn.tiAM  Otterbein 
was  born,  on  the  4tli  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1726. 

His  parents  were  membergi  of  the  Reform- 
ed church.      His    father,    "tjie  reverend  and 
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very  learned  Jobn  Daniel  Otterbein,"  was  for 
a  while  rector  of  a  Latin  school  in  Herbom, 
and  afterward  an  affectionate  and  faithful 
pastur  of  congregations  in  Fronlmusen  and 
Wissenbach.  He  died  in  1742.  His  mother, 
Wilhelmina  Henrietta,  was  a  woman  of  very 
superior  understanding  and  piety.  He  had 
three  brothers  and  one  sister.  The  brothers 
all  obtained  a  thorough  classical  and  theolog- 
ical education,  and  devoted  themselves  to  the' 
sacred  office.  Gottleib,  the  eldest  of  the 
brothers,  appears  to  have  been  a  truly  en- 
lightened and  deeply  pious  man;  and  after 
William  had  entered  fully  into  the  liberty  of 
the  children  of  God,  and  upon  the  work  of 
reformation  in  America,  he  received  from 
him  warm-hearted  sympathy  and  valuable^ 
counsel. 

The  chai^  of  "Pietism"  hae  been  laid  at' 
the  door  of  the  Otterbein  family;  and  the 
facts  that  have  oome  down  to  us  favor  the 
supposition  that  it  was  one  of  the  few  pi 
cious  German  families  in  which  the  influence 
of  the  revival  of  the  preceding  century,  pro- 
moted by  Spener  aud  others,  waa  still  cher- 
ished.* 


•  0«ttl«lb  OUcrfceln  wu  the  nlhw  of  t  work  ftn   «isp«riiBMiUl 
■od  pnctlMl  Cbrialianitjr,  «bi«Ii  wia  muoh  priced  bj  lb*  fntm*. 
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It  is  but  just  to  attribute  no  small  sbare 
of  the  purity,  strength,  and  beauty  of  Mr. 
Otterbcin's  character,  as  well  as  his  remark- 
ftble  success  in  the  ministry,  to  the  benign 
influences  of  the  Chrifitinn  homo  in  whicK  lie 
was  trained  up.  That  he  might  be  thor- 
oughly furnished  for  every  good  work,  bia 
parents  spared  neither  pains  nor  expense  in 
his  education;  and,  after  he  had  completed 
the  usual  classical  and  theological  studies  re- 
quired of  candidates  for  the  ministry,  (which 
included  Latin,  Greek,  Hebrew,  Philosophy, 
and  Divinitv*)  to  iho  entire  sati»fncliou  of 
hits  seniors,  he  was  sulcmaly  consecrated  to 
tho  sacred  office.  His  ordination  occurred 
in  17-^,  at  Iierborn,f  on  the  Uille,  a  few 
days  after  he  had  reached  his  twenty-fourth 
year. 

With  a  deep  sense  of  the  responsibilities 
of  the  ministerial  office,  Mr.  Otterbein  enter- 
ed the  pulpit  of  tho  Reformed  church  In  his 
native  town;  and  it  was  aoitn  jierceived  thit 
no  ordinary  measure  of  grace  had  been  com- 
mitted unto  him.  His  sermons  were  remark- 
able for  their  plainness,    spirit,  and   evangel-' 


I 

I 


•Spartli,  p.  IS. 

1 1Mwni  b  llM  Mat  of  ■  ctlatntad  Oalrinlitio  SHBtoaij  foondtd 
in  tux. 
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jcal  pow-er;  and  they  occasioned  both  oensare 
and  applause.  His  more  pious  friends,  while 
in  heart  approving  of  both  the  matter  and 
the  manner  of  his  discourse;;,  ndviscd  liiin. 
nevertheless,  lo  moderate  his  aeal,  and  to  use 
greater  caution  in  reproof,  in  order  that  ho 
might  avoid  the  displeasure  of  those  in  au> 
thoritv,  some  of  whom  had  felt  themselves 
too  sharply  reproved  for  their  sins,  by  the 
young  preacher.*  But  it  was  not  in  Otter- 
bein's  nature  to  swerve  one  hair's  breadth 
from  what  he  believed  to  be  the  line  of 
duty;  and  the  damor  raised  against  him 
only  added  point  to  his  reproofs,  force  to 
hia  arguments,  and  fervor  to  his  exhorta- 
tions. He  was  not,  at  this  period,  in  pos* 
session  of  the  fullness  of  the  blessing  of 
the  Gospo)  of  pcaoe,  but  ho  was  pressing 
toward  it;  and  it  is  evident  that  he  was 
not  only  dissatisfied  with,  but  grieved  and 
alarmed  at,  the  law  atst«  of  religion  in  the 
Reformed  church. 

Unfortunately  for  Grcrraany,  the  reforma- 
tion left  the  church  and  state  in  close  and 
unholy  alliance,- — an  allianee  which  has  al- 
ways been  disgraceful  to  religion;  and  it  is 
a  humiliating,  yet  undisputed  fact,  that  both 

•  Spiijth,  p.  ID. 
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have  warred,  but  too  saccossftilly,  against 
that  civil  and  religious  freedom  with  which 
the  Creator  has  endowed  every  human  be- 
ing. At  the  beck  of  the  church  clergy,  the 
magistrate  has  ever  be^n  ready  to  intimi- 
date, restrict,  arrest,  and  imprison  God's 
true  miniatera;  and  the  clei^',  in.  return 
for  sach  services,  and  for  their  fat'  livings, 
have,  in  almost  all  cases,  taken  sides  with 
power  and  wrongs  against  the  people  and 
the  right;  thus  misrepresenting  and  dishon 
oring  the  religion  of  the  Bible. 

And,    in   this  case,   although  Mr.  0.  was  a 

fra&n  of  blameless  life,  and  preached  noth- 
ing contrary  to  the  word  of  God,  the  "au- 
thorities were  privately  solicited  to  arrest 
his  preaching,  for  a  season,'*  at  least.* 
Wlien  his  mother  was  informed  of  this 
fact,  she  said  to  him,  "Ah,  William,  I  rx- 
j>ected  this,  and  give  you  joy.  This  place 
is  too  narrow  for    you,    my  son;    they  will 

'  JWt  receive    you    hero;    you  will    find    your 
Pork  elsewhere." 
His   mother    believed   that    he  was   poeul- 

^iarly  fitted  for  the  miasionary  work,  and 
that  God  would  open  his  way  into  some 
wide    field    of    usefulness;    but    when    and 

•  SfMTtk,  p.  90. 
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where,  she  knew  not.  Sho  was  prepared, 
however,  to  make  any  sacrifice  which  might 
he  demanded.  Her  solicLtudo  was  not  that 
her  son  should  secure  a  lucrative  professor- 
ship, for  which  he  was  eminently  fitted,  or 
a  rich  and  honorable  living  in  the  church, 
to  which  he  rhight  have  aspired,  but  that 
he  might,  in  the  best  possible  manner,  glo-' 
rify  God  in  the  salvation  of  men.  Noblo-I 
Christian  mother!  « 

At    the    period    under    consideration,    tho 
Lutheran   and   German    Reformed    churches 
111   America   were  almost  entirely  dependent 
upon   the  churches  of  the   Fatlierland  for  a 
supply  of  preachers;     but,   for  a  long  time, 
no   efficient  measures   were   adopted  to  send- 
out    missionaries     into    the    then  wilderness 
land.     The  missionary  spirit,  if  it  existed  at 
all,  was  at    an    exceedingly   low  ebb  everj-- 
whcrc  in    the  world  outside  of  the  United 
Brethren    societies.      Letters,  however,  were 
constantly  returning   to   the   parent    country, 
from     the     more   enlightened    and    pious   in 
this,  describing    the  ssui    destitution  of   the 
people,    great    numbers    of    whom   were    as.i 
sheep    without    a     shepherd,     begging     thaj 
churches   to  send    them    pastors   and    tcach-j 
ers,  and  the  means,   in  part,  of   supporting'] 
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Uiem.  One  of  those  nffecUag  appeals,  r«> 
<»ived  by  Mr.  Gottloib  Otterbein,  was  thft 
immadmte  means  of  .turning  William's  aU 
tantian  to  the  New  World  as  Uie  probabU 
theater  of  his  missionary  labors. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  year  1751,  Rev. 
Michaal  Schlatter,  who  hn/1  spent  five  years 
in  America,  as  an  exploring  missionary, 
under  the  direction  of  the  synods  of  North 
and  South  HullanJ,  and  who  had  made., 
himself  oittensivoly  acquainted  with  the 
wanta  of  the  Germixn  i-liunhes  in  this  coun- 
try, especially  in  Pennsylvania,  returnwl  to 
Germany,  and  went  to  the  Palatinate  for 
the  purjMse  of  pi'<:icurin£  sli  young  minis- 
ters for  the  American  field.* 

The  way  being  so  soon  and  so  unexpect> 
edly  opened,  Mr.  Otterbein  did  not  hesitate 
to  respond  to  Mr.  Schlatter's  call,  and.  be- 
ing accepted,  he  began  immediately  to  make 
preparations  to  enter  upon  the  work. 

I>r.  Schramm,  superintendent  of  the  Re- 
formed church  in  Nassau,  gave  him  the  fol- 
lowing letter  of  salutation: 

LEOTOIUS    SALCTEM! 

Rcverendus  et  doctissimus  vir  juvenia, 
PhiUppus     Guilhelmus    Otterbeinius,     gente 

■  Schlatter*!  life  antl  Jvornal. 
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NassttUJus,    domo  Dillenbiu^nsis,  S.  Minis- 
teril  Oandidatus,    classis    tcrtis    hujus    p» 
dagogii  prfeceptor,   manuiun    impositione  ad- 
sistentibus  CI.  Arnoldo,  proltssore  atque  pri- 
mario  coetus  Herbornensis  pastore,  et  admo-' 
dam  reverendo  Klingelhoeferu  ejuisdem  eccle* 
sise    secundario,    ut    vicariara     in    coeUi    O- 
ckersdorpiano  praeirtAret  opem  13  Junii,  1749, 
ordinationis  a  me  impeb-avit  axioma.    Quod 
his  ad  ejus  requisitionem    te»tor,  et  dileeto 
meo  quuudam  Auditor!  in  peregrioas  abitu- ' 
rienli  oras,   fausla  qujevis  prospeniraque  iter' 
ex.  animo    precor,   constAuUii    mei   adversus 
eum  u(lfectu8  monimeulum. 
(Signana)     Joh.  Henricus  Schrammius, 

TholoKii  Doctor  pi  Ecclcsianjin   S'lHas'iicHum  Sopcrinuudoap 

Herbornic,  UIOtiendM  Murtiiw,  1752.* 

tbakslatioh. 
The  Rkadkr,  Greeting: — 

The  reverend  and  very  learnetl  young 
man,  Pliilip  William  Otterbein,  from  Dil- 
lenburg,  in  Nassau,  a  eatididate  of  the 
holy  ministry,  and  a  teacher  of  tite  third 
class  in  this  seminary,  received  by  me,  as> 
eisted    by    CI.  Arnold,    Professor    and    First 

•  The  oriKiDal  copj  of  lliiii  IvUn  wm  hBiid#il  to  Rev.  John  Hildt, 
b;  Mr.  Otir.rbnin,  nf«r  lb4ctiM«<if  bi*  Itfo.tiul,  b}r  Ur.  Hlldt,  placed 
U  (be  Tri«i.cope  uSm.  Tea»  indebted  tu  Ker.  J.  I>i>gtii«ter  (a* 
ike  KCoaipAaf  iag  tiBOMlmtum. 
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Pastor  of  the  congregation  at  Horborn,  and 
by  tlie  Teiy  Rer.  Klingelboefer,  Second 
Paator  of  the  same  ohiircb,  on  tho  I3th  of 
Fune,  1749, — ordination  by  laying  on  of 
^liands, — with  the  vievr  of  exercising  his 
ministerial  functions  as  vicar  of  the  con- 
gregation at  Ockersdorf.  This  I  certify  at 
bis  request,  and  recommend  to  all  whom 
the  present  letter  may  interest,  my  much- 
.esteemed  former  hearer,  wbo  is  now  about 
to  emigrate  to  a  foreign  country,  wish  him 
a  prosperous  voyage,  and  subscribe  this 
letter  aa  a  testimonial  of  my  never-failing 
affection  to^-ards  him. 

John  Hesrt  Schramm, 

Doctor  of  TlicoI<^,  bikI  Supt.  of  tLc  Chnrcfa  U  NaMu. 
Dated  at  Hcrbora,  Feb.  28,  1752. 

Steam  navigation  had  not,  at  that  period, 
rendered  a  trip  across  the  ocean,  aa  now, 
a  mere  pleasure  eicursion.  Months  were 
frequently  consumed  on  the  voyage,  and  ow- 
ling  to  civil  wars  and  other  causes,  the 
communication  between  the  two  countries 
waa  frequently  interrupted  for  long  periods. 
."When  the  time,  therefore,  for  the  departure 
of  her  beloved  "William  arriveil,  Mrs. 
Otterbcin  felt  that  the  sacrifice  was  greater 
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than  ahe  could  bear.    T«n  yeara  beibre,  b«r 
kuaband  had  beea  called  home;  and,  in  all 
probability,  the  contempiated  separation  fcota 
her  son  in   this    life  would   be — as,   indeed, 
it  proved    to  be — finaL     Ab  the    appointed 
hour  drew  near  she    retii-ed    to    her  elo«eb| 
and  there  poured  ont    her    maternal   heart] 
in  prayer    for    grace  to  make  the  saeri&o^< 
and  £or  a  blessing  upon  ber  son;  and  then« 
calmly  trusting  in  God,  she  returned;  and, 
taking  him  by  the  hand,  and  pressing  that 
hand  to  her  lips,  she  said:    "Go,   my  soni 
The  Lord  blees  thee,  and  with  much  grace 
direct  thy  steps.    On  oftrtli  I  may  not  9e«4 
thy    face    again;    but    go."*      "With   what) 
strange    and    beautiful    courage    and    graee  | 
can  a  mother's  love  bind  lU  suuritiue  upon 
the  aHar."t 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1752,  the  six 
Toung  men  whom  ISfr.  Schlatter  had  beea 
eommissioncd,  by  the  reverend  synods  of 
Holland,  to  employ,  presented  themselves' 
at  the  Hague,  for  examination.  Five  of 
them  were  froRi  Nassau,  the  other  from 
Berg.  Their  names  were  Otterboin,  Stoy, 
Waidschmid,   t'rankenfild,  Wissler,  and  Ru-J 


•  H.  0.  Spajtk's  Ri*.  U.  B.  in  Chriat.  .  t  T^hu*  oT  tho  0«nD4B 
tUrnmed  Church. 
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bel.  The  synods  required  that  the  candi- 
dates for  the  American  mission  should  be 
"orthodox,  pious,  learned,  of  an  humble 
disposition,  diligent,  sound  in  body,  and 
eagerly  desirons  after,  not  earthly,  but  heav. 
enly  treasure,  and  especialiy  the  salvation 
of  immortal  souls;"  and  that  persons  of  this 
description  should  be  "examined  thoroughly, 
by  the  deputies  of  the  synwls,  as  to  tbcir 
knowledge  of  theology,  and  of  the  Greek 
and  Hebrew  languages ;  and,  being  found 
qualified,  they  were  to  be  furnished  with 

"1.  An  outfit  from  Germany  or  Switzer^ 
land  to  Pennsylvania,  as  it  regards  the  per- 
son, books,   and  other  necessaries. 

"2.  Besides  perquisites,  {sk  duta  Jura  sto- 
lac)  a  yearly  salary  of  fifty  Bclgic  florins." 

After  a  particular  examination  before  the 
deputies,  the  candidates  were  all  accepted 
and  consecrated;  and,  in  March,  17fi2,  they 
sailed  from  the  Ilague.  In  the  evening  of 
July  27th  of  the  same  year  they  arrived 
safely  in  New  York.*  Shortly  after,  they 
proceeded  to  Philadelphia. 

Wissler  lived  but  a  short  period  after  his 
arrival;  Rubel  was  located  in  Philadelphia, 
where  he  became  involved    in  serious  diffi- 

■  Stbluua'i  Ute  ud  JouroiJ,  pp.  391,  339. 
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cuUics,  first  with  the  synoj,  and  afterward 
with  his  congregation,  wliich  rosiilt^d  in  the 
resignation  of  liis  charge  and  his  withdrawal 
from  the  rhureh;  Stoy  went  first  to  TuU 
pehocken,  and,  becoming  eventually  involved 
in  serious  disputes  with  the  synod  or  coetus, 
he  turned  bis  atterilion  partly  to  medicine, 
hunting,  agriculture,  and  puUticj*,  and,  being 
a  man  of  talent  and  libeni!  culture,  be  ex- 
erted no  inconsiderable  intlucuce  in  society; 
Wahischmid  was  located  at  Cocolico,  and 
Otterbein  at  Lancaster. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


MB.   OTTERBEtN  S  MINISTRY  AT  LAITCASTEB, 

In  August,  1762,  Mr.  Otterlwin^  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  a  pastor  at  Lancaster, 
Pa.  He  had  now  reached  his  twenty-seF- 
;eath  year.  The  congregatiou  at  Lancaster 
ras  large  and  disorderly.  Owing  to  tVe- 
quent  vacanciefl,  and  unenlightened  and  in* 
competent  pastors,  "loose  ideas  and  prae- 
tices  had  come  to  prevail,  and  varitms  ir- 
regulwrities,  eapecially  in  regard  to  order 
and  disciplioe."  To  one  who.  like  Mr.  Ot- 
terbein,  iras  seeking  the  fullness  of  the 
blessing  of  the  Gospel,  and  strirjng  to  be 
conformed,  in  heart  and  life,  t<j  the  law  of 
Christ,  such  a  congregation  could  not  fall 
to  be  the  occasion  of  great  grief  and  an- 
noyance, as  well  as  a  spur  to  indefatigable 
reformatory  labor. 

To  the  great  work  before  him,  he  d&. 
Toted  himself  with  all  the  ardor  of  his 
soul.      The  six  years  which    followed    were 
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finitfiil  of  toils,  trials,  and  conflicts,  brt 
also  of  great  spiritual  blessings;  for,  while 
he  was  employing  all  bis  resources  to  bring 
his  people  up  to  a  purer  and  more  scrip- 
tural mode  of  life,  he  was  himself  enabled, 
by  grace,  to  enter  into  the  complete  lib- 
erty of  the  sons  ol  God.  For  this  bless- 
ing, his  heart  had  long  panted.  Even  be- 
fore  his,  departure  from  the  Fatherland,  his 
views  upon  the  subject  of  vital,  scriptural 
religion,  were  offensive  to  many  of  the  Nio 
didemusoM  of  the  Palatinate. 

"Except  a  man  l>e  born  again,  be  can 
not  see  the  kingdom  of  God,'.'  is  a  remark- 
ably plain  declaration,  lh)m  the  lips  of  Him 
who  18  the  "Truth;"  and  experience  uni- 
formly U'Stifiee,  that  tbe  humaa  soul  can 
never  find  permunent  rest  and  peace  until 
this  change  has  been  effected,  aiul  the 
Spirit  of  adoption  has  witnessed  to  the  con- 
sciousness the  dear  relation  of  sons  and 
daughters  of  the  Lord,  into  which  it  intro- 
duces us.  And  yet,  this  plain  and  fundai* 
mental  doctrine  of  the  New  Teatament  had 
been  explainetl  away  or  frittered  down  to 
a  mere  ceremony,  or  outward  reformation, 
or  abstraction,  with  most  marvelous  success, 
by  Protestant  divines,  both  in  Europe  and 
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'America.  Even  masters  in  Israel,  as  io 
our  Lord's  day,  when  addressed  upon  the 
aeceasity  and  nature  of  the  new  birth,  aak- 
ad,  with  unbelieving  ignorance  **How  caa 
iheae  things  be?" 

Mr.  Otterbeln  had  not  only  felt  the 
Beccssity  of  this  change,  but  ho  bod  ao 
qured  a  clear  understanding  of  the  nature 
and  importance  of  the  doctrine  as  taught 
fat  tho  inspired  word.  Hence,  in  bis  pulpit 
ministrations,  be  ]>reachcd  upon  the  subject 
in  a  manner  which  C4irric<i  convictiun  to 
many  heartJi.  Not  long  after  he  came  to 
Lancaster,  and  immediately  ailcr  he  had 
preached  one  of  his  most  searching  dis- 
otmrRea,  a  member  of  his  nongregntion  eamo 
to  him  in  tears,  bitterly  lamenting  h\»  i*iii8. 
Mid  asked  advice.  Mr.  Ottcrboin  knew  that 
this  man  was  a  sincere  inquirer  after  the 
way  of  life,  and  yet,  until  he  had  entered 
into  tiiat  way  himself,  he  felt  incompetent 
to  direct  him.  Bat  the  viajt  of  this  peni- 
tent brought  him  to  a  crisis.  Looking  upon 
Urn  sadly,  yet  tenderly,  he  only  said,  "My 
Mendf  advice  is  scarce  with  uie  to-day." 
The  seeker  went  his  way,  and  Mr.  Otter- 
beia  repatre<l  to  his  closet,  and  there  wres- 
tled, like  Jacob,  until    bo  obtained  tho  for* 
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p.venes8  of  his  sina,  the  witness  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  adoption,  and  waa  filled  with 
joy  nnspcakablc  and  full  of  glory!  Thus, 
after  aevornl  years  of  earnest  seeking-  for  a 
higher  spirituality,  an  awakened  member  of 
his  own  congregation,  in  tearg,  asking  for 
adv  ice,  was  made  the  means  of  causing 
him  to  i)re8B  into  the  kingdom,  as  by  vio 
lence. 

The  happy  enlargement  of  Mr.  Otterbein's 
spiritually,  at  Iwuicastcr,  enabled  hint  to 
enter  fully  into  the  work  of  an  evangelist, 
to  point  out  clearly  the  way  of  salvation  to 
others,  to  give  *'advice"  to  penitent  sin- 
ners, and  to  sympathize  with  the  spiritual 
children  of  God  of  all  nameis  and  orders. 
How  strange,  yet  it  is  ti'ue,  trom  Uiis  im- 
{wrtant  and  interesting  circumstance  in  his 
religious  life  may  be  dated  a  dissenting 
fN>m  hira  of  some  of  his  ministerial  and 
other  brethren  in  tJie  church;  and  this  dif- 
ference increased  aa  time  advanced,  and  as 
he  progressed  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of 
God,  and  contended  earnestly,  not  so  much 
for  the  formularies  of  the  church  as  for 
the  faith — the  living,  justifying  faith,  by 
which  the  soul   is  saved.      f'Nach  dem  !©• 
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bendigen,  recbtiertigenden  Glauben,  der  den 
Heiligen  gegoben  ist."]* 

His  preacliing.  during  the  six  years  of  his 
stay  at  Lancaster,  was  not  without  excel- 
lent results.  Xany  persoos  were  awakened 
to  a  sense  of  their  htst  condition,  and  were 
happily  converted  to  God.  Among  this 
number,  honorable  mention  may  be  made 
of  Frederick  Shaeffer,  who  subsequently  be- 
came a  useful  minister  in  the  United  Breth- 
ren church,  and,  to  the  close  of  his  long 
life,  stood  firmly  at  his  post  in  the  cause 
of  Christ  and  in  the  church.f 

Jfevertheleaa,  irregularity  and  irreligion 
continued  to  such  an  extent  that  they  ncra- 
fiioned  him  great  "grief  and  annoyance," 
and   "discouraged  him  in  his  work." 

Those  who  have  read  the  history  of  re- 
vivals and  attempted  revivals  in  the  old 
German  churches,  know  how  very  difficult 
it  is  to  reform  them,  and  to  bring  them 
up  any  where  near  to  the  New  Testament 
standard  in  experience  and  order.  At  the 
end  of  five  years  of  unceasing  labor,  Mr. 
O.  was  anxious  to  withdraw  from  the  charge. 
But    the    congregation,    notwithstanding    its 
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refTBctory  ehiir&ctcr,  was  strongly  attAchod 
to  him,  and  was  unwilling  to  let  him  go. 
The  coetus.  or  synod,  interoedod  for  them, 
and  he  was  at  length  induced  to  re- 
main. However,  he  was  unwilling  to  enter 
"into  an  engagement  for  any  definite  pe- 
riod; and,  after  setting  forth  the  grievancee 
which  hud  rendered  his  ministry  unhappy, 
and  frustrated  much  of  the  good  which 
might  have  been  done,  he  demanded,  ns 
the  condition  of  his  continuance,  even  for  a 
limited  term,  tk^  exercise  of  a  Jitst  eccUn- 
astkal  discipline,  tAe  abolition  of  all  mordin- 
afjf,  and  entire  liberty  of  conscience  in  Ihe 
performances  of  his  pastoral  dutiea."  All  this 
was  promised  by  the  congregation. 

Entertaining  doubts  of  a  reform,  and  yet 
willing  to  make  one  more  trial,  Mr.  O. 
drew  up  a  paper,  which  is  atill  preserved, 
in  his  own  handwriting,  in  the  archives  of 
the  church  at  Lancaster,  and  presented  the 
same  to  his  congregation,  for  their  signa- 
tures.   We  quote  this  paper  entire: 

^'Inasmuch  as,  for  some  time,  matters  in 
our  congregation  have  proceeded  somewhat 
irregularly,  and  since  we,  in  these  circum- 
stances, do  not  correctly  know  who  they  are 
that  acknowledge  themselves  to  be  members 
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rf  our  churvh,  especially  among  those  who 
raaide  out  of  town;  we,  the  minister  and 
officers  of  thin  church,  hare  taken  ibta  mat- 
ter into  consideration,  and  find  it  n&xsatLiy 
to  request  that  ever}'  one  who  calla  himaelf 
a  member  of  our  church,  and  who  is  con* 
cerned  to  lead  a  Christian  Ufu,  should  come 
forward  and  subscribe  his  name  to  the  fol- 
lowing Bules  of  Order: 

"First  of  all,  it  is  proper  that  those  who 
profess  themselves  members  should  subject 
theniselres  to  a  becoming  Christian  church 
discipline,  according  to  the  order  of  Christ 
and  hia  aiKKJtles;  and  thus  to  show  respect- 
ful obedience  to  ministers  and  officers,  in 
all  things  that  are  proper. 

"Secondly;  To  the  end  that  all  disorder 
may  be  prevented,  and  that  each  member 
may  be  more  fully  known,  each  one,  with- 
out exception,  who  desires  to  receive  the 
Xford's  Supper,  shall,  previous  to  the  prep- 
aration service,  u]Kjn  a  day  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  personally  appear  before  the 
minister,  that  an  interview  may  be  held. 

"No  one  will,  by  this  arrangement,  be 
deprived  of  hi.i  liberty,  or  be,  in  any  way, 
bound  oppressively.  This  we  deem  noces- 
to  the  preservation  of  order;   and  it  is 
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our  desire  that  Qod  may  bless  it  to  this 
eml.  WTioaoever  is  truly  concerned  to  grow 
,in  grace,  will  not  heaiute  to  subscribe  tiis 
name." 

From  this  paper,  it  is  evident  that  Mr. 
Otterbeiu,  at  thai  early  period  of  his  min- 
istry, had  adopted  tho^  views  of  what  ought 
to  be  the  personal  religious*  character  of 
each  member  of  the  church,  and  the  order 
and  holiness  of  the  church  collectively, 
which  had  been  entertained  by  Spener, 
Menno  Simon,  John  Hiiss,  the  Unit*»d  Breth 
ren,  the  Waldenses,  and,  indeed,  first  of  all, 
by  the  apostle-8  themselves.  But  these  views 
were  not  generally  entertained  by  the 
churches  of  that  peritKl.  On  the  contrary, 
the  grossest  irregularity  and  immorality 
abounded  in  the  churches,  without  let  or 
hindrance.  And  this  was  the  cause  of  Mr. 
Otterbein'a  severest  trials,  his  eventual  sep- 
aration fW)m  the  Reformed  church,  and  of 
the  nrjrani^jition  of  an  independent  congre- 
gation in  Baltimore. 

Eighty  of  the  male  members  of  the  church 
at  Lancaster  subscribed  to  the  paper  drawn 
up  by  Mr.  Otterbein,  yet  the  evils  were 
not  cured,  and,  toward  the  close  of  the  year 
1758,  he   resigned   Ms    charge.     Hooot^le 
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mention  has  been  made  of  Mr.  O.'s  minis- 
trj-  at  Laneaster,  by  thofw?  who  have  had 
no  intelligent  sympathy  with  the  higher  life 
into  whioh  he  eutored,  and  labored  to  bring 
the  Reformed  church.  The  author  of  the 
Fathers  of  the  Reformed  Church,  before 
quoted,  says  that,  "ander  his  ministry,  the 
old,  small,  wooden  church,  which  stood  in 
the  back  ]«irt  of  the  graveyard,  was  super- 
seded by  a  massive  stone  church,  at  the 
street,  which  was  built  in  17o3,  and  only 
taken  dun-n  in  1852,  having  stood  almost  a 
century.  Internally,  the  congregation  greatly 
prospered.  Evidences  of  his  oMer  and  zeal 
look  out  upon  us,  from  the  records  in  many 
ways;  and  enterprises,  started  in  his  time, 
Uai'e  extended  their  results,  in  the  perma- 
nent features  of  the  congregation  down  to 
this  dav." 
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CHAPTER  III. 


MB.   OTTERBEIN  AT  TrLPEHOCKEir. 

When  Mr.  Ott^rbein  resigned  his  chai^ 
at  Lancaster,  he  purposed  to  re-visit  the 
Fatherland;  but  the  winter,  which  had  al- 
ready set  in,  and  the  continaance  of  tho 
war  between  England  and  Prance,  induced 
Wm  to  defer  the  execution  of  this  purpose 
to  a  more  favorable  period.  "Meanwhile^ 
he  took  oIi.irge,  temjiorarily,  of  two  congre- 
gations in  Tulpchocken,  Berks  counly,  Pa., 
■where  he  continued  for  two  years." 

Tulpchocken  ia  ono  of  tho  richest  and 
most  beautiful  portions  of  Pennsylvania; 
and  the  period  of  Mr.  Otterbein's  labors 
there  among  the  most  interesting  of  his 
life.  At  Lancaster  he  had  been  richly 
blessed,  but,  at  the  same  time,  greatly  em- 
barras8e<l.  There  were  elements  in  that 
congregation  which  could  not  be  brought  in- 
to obedience  to  Christ,  At  Tulpchocken 
thare    waa    less    opposition,    and    a    greater 
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readineaa  to  receive  the  truth;  and  more 
froodora  of  conscience  and  of  action  were  ac- 
cordM  to'  the  minister;  and  It  was  there 
that  the  outlines  of  the  reformation  of  re- 
ligion, which  eventually  so|)aratod  him  from 
the  German  Reformed  Church, — a  church 
which  he  venerated  and  loved, — became  dis- 
tiDct  and  unmiiitAkable.* 

JS^ot  content  with  preaching  on  the  Sab- 
bath, he  made  it  his  const-ant  business, 
during  the  week,  to  go  from  house  to 
house,  converse  with  the  people,  kindly  and 
pointedly,  upon  the  subject  of  personal  re- 
ligion; advise,  admonish,  or  encourage,  as 
their  cases  might  require,  and  then  read, 
sing,  and  pray  with  them.  Ho  was  an  ad- 
mirable family  visitor.  Dignified,  yet  hum- 
ble in  his  manners,  with  a  discriminating 
judgment,  a  tender  heart,  and  a  counto- 
nanee  beaming  with  benevolence,  ho  readily 
won  his  way  to  every  heart  in  the  family 
circle. 

Preaching  "from  house  to  house"  was  a 
new  me.iAure  in  this  country.  Other  pastors 
may  have  mado  occasional  visits  to  the 
momix'ra  of  their  charge;  or,  they  may 
have   gone    into    families    to    catechise  the 
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children;  but  the  riaita  of  Ottcrbein,  among 
the  people  at  Tulpehocken,  were  of  a  to- 
tally different  character.  Like  Paul  at  Ephft. 
aus,  *'day  and  night  with  tears,  and  from 
houise  to  house,"  he  labored,  to  bring  the 
people  to  Christ. 

Another  new  measure,  which  he  int 
duced  at  Tulpehocken,  was  evening  meet-^ 
iiigs.  At  those  meetings,  his  custom  was 
to  read  a  portion  of  Scripture,  make  some 
practical  remarks  on  the  same,  and  exhort 
all  present  to  give  place  to  serions  roflcfr 
tions.  He  would  then  sing  a  sacred  hymn, 
and  invite  all  to  kneel  and  accompany  hii 
in  prayer.  At  first,  and  for  some  tim^-] 
but  few,  if  any,  would  kneel,  and  he  wi 
permitted  to  pray  alone.  This  was  in  Penn- 
sylvania, just  one    hundred  years  ago. 

At  the  present  period,  when  meetings  for 
prayer  are  common  in  almost  all-  churches, 
and  wlien  the  voices  of  thousands  and  thou- 
sands are  heard,  in  all  our  cities,  at  noon- 
day prayer-meetings,  it  can  hardly  be  con- 
ceived that,  a  century  ago,  such  meetings 
were  scarcely  known,  and  that,  when  intro- 
duceti,  they  were  denounced  as  '■irregular,'* 
"unchurchly,"   and  "fanatical"  assemblies. 

It  may  be  well  to  observe   that,  at  that 
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period,  there  waa    not   a    single    Methodist 
church  in  America;    and  that  the  reforma- 
tion, under   Whitfield,    had    made    little,   if 
a4jy,  impression    upon    the  German  popular 
tion.      This    item    of    history  affords    us    a 
glimpse  of    the  low  tj'pc  of    religion ,  which 
prevmled,  and  the   thick  darkness  in  which 
the    people  were   sitting,  at    the    commence- 
meut  of  itr.   Otterbein's  revival  labors. 
"At  the  evening  meetings  referred  to,  after 
prayer,    Mr.  Otterbein    would    endeavor   to 
gain  access  to  the  hearts  of  the  people,  by 
jaddrcMsing    them,    individually,   with    words 
of  tenderness   and  love.      This  was  another 
sew  and  important  measure,  which  was  re- 
garded, by  many,  as  an  unpardonable  irreg- 
ularity. 

As  might  have  been  exiwcted,  the  good 
'  eecd,  thus  sown  and  watered,  was  blessed 
of  God,  and  soon  began  to  spring  up  and 
bear  fruit,  for  "He  that  goeth  forth  and 
weepeth,  bearing  precious  seed,  shall  doubt- 
less return  again  with  rejoicing,  bringing 
his  sheaves  with  him."  Mr.  Otterbein's 
heart  waa  cheered,  at  Tulpehocken,  by  the 
fulfillment  of  this  precious  promise.  But, 
as  the  marked  effects  of  thcT^e  meetings 
began    to    appear, — as    some    who    attended 
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b^:an  to  express  a  deep  concern  for  the 
salvation  of  tlieir  souls,  by  weeping  and  la^ 
menting  their  lost  estate, — ^their  propriety 
began  to  be  called  in  question.  "What 
does  this  mean!"  said  some,  "the  minister, 
and  men  and  women  kneel  and  pray,  and 
weep,  and  call  upon  God,  for  Jesus'  sake, 
to  have  mercy  upon  them!  Who  ever 
heard  of  such  proceedings?"  And  yet  these 
meetings  wore  fairly  introduced,  never  to  be 
suspended,  it  is  hoped,  until  all  lands  shall 
hear  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation,  and  bud 
and  blossom  as  the  rose.  Thank  God,  they] 
were  introduced;  and,  although  the  bittep] 
reproaches  of  men,  including  some  preach- 
ers and  pastors,  were  cast  upon  them,  they 
brought  down  richest  blessings  from  heav- 
en.* 

How  could  the  Protestant  churches  and 
societies,  which  were  favored  with  the  pure 
word  of  God  in  their  ow  n  tongue,  hnva 
overlooked  the  numerous  references  therein 
contained  to  social  prayer?  And  yet  wel 
have  seen  that  pastoi-s,  prejichers,  and  peo-l 
pie,  not  a  few,  were  found,  who  did  not 
relish    those   meetings    for   prayer,  but  op. 
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posed  ibem  as  an  innoTation,  attd  persecuted 
those  who  attended  them. 

In  answer  to  the«e  op|x>nents,  such  p*^ 
saga  of  Holy  .S«-ript«re  as  the  following  were 
introduced  by  Mr.  Otterbein:  "O  come,  let 
OS  worship  and  bow  down;  let  us  kneel  be- 
fore the  Lonl  our  Maker."— Ps.  95:  6. 
"Even  them  will  I  bring  to  my  holy  mount- 
ain, and  make  them  joyful  in  ray  house  of 
prayer ;  for  my  house  shall  be  called  a 
house  of  prayer  for  all  people." — Isa.  56:  7. 
"For  this  cause  I  bow  mv  knee  unto  the 
Father."  "I  will,  therefore,  that  men  pray 
every-where." — ^Paul.)  "Wliere  two  orthree 
are  gathered  together  in  my  nnuie." — (Je- 
sus.) "  \\1iich  are  the  prayers  of  the 
saints." — Rev.  5,  8:  8,  13.  Neverthelesa,  this 
kneeiin^  in  prayer,  and  tliese  meetings,  «*• 
ytciaUy  for  j»rayer  and.  religious  oonferenee, 
on  week  days  and  evenings,  mot  wiUt  much 
violent  op|>osition,  and  from  none  more  de- 
cided ant]  bitter  than  from  those  who,  from 
their  sacred  and  holy  calling,  should  have 
been  prepared  to  give  them  their  hearty  and 
undivided  support. 

Praycr-raeetings,  attended  as  they  are, 
■when  conducted  in  the  spirit  of  fmth,  and 
meekness,  and  pure  love,  by  the    Holy  One, 
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are  a  means  of  grace  admirably  atlapted  to 
h'uul    tltt'    i>e«|)Ie    of    G'mI   to^rcthor   l»y   the 
strong  cords  of  Christian  union,  and  to  pro- 
mote the  blissful  cummttnlon  of  tho  saints  oaj 
earth.     Prayer  is  one  of  the  connecting  link»^ 
between    the   Creator  and    the   creature,  thoi 
Beuetactor  and  the  receiver,  the    Savior  andj 
the  saved.     It  is  the  -lolace  of   the  troubled' 
spirit,  dii*pelling  the  clouds  that  gather  over 
it     It  brightens  the  hope  of  future  rest^  and 
stimulates  to  a  life  of  virtue  and   piety,  and 
to  acts  of  kindness  to  our  fellow-men.     Bwial, 
as  well  as  private  prayer,  affortls  the  sweetp 
est  and  strongest  supports  amidst  the  trials 
and  sorrows  of  life.      In   losse.^,  in   hereavo- 
ments  dark  and   desolate,  when  friends,  and 
health,   and   wealth  are    gone,  and   comforts 
are  fled,  prayer,  leaning  upon  hope,  tarrie^t 
with  us,   and   affords  substantial  succor  and 
relief. 

"Prayer  i«  clie  ObriMian'*  viUil  br(*tb, 
Tbu  Cbiiatiaii'i  ijfttlui!  ait, 
Hia  s«Icli«'otd  ftt  thp  galF  at  <Uull, — 
Be  witcni  hftftren  b;  pnjrRr.** 

The  prayer-meetings  introduced  by  Mr. 
Otterbein  at  Tul  pehnckeii,  in  1758.  afforded 
important  aid  t<i  the  blessed  reformation 
which  had  been  coinmenced  among  the  peo* 
pie.      "  This    19    attested    by    witnesses    on 
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MARTIN     BOEHH. 

While  the  work  of  reformation  was  ad- 
vancing under  the  labors  of  Mr.  Otterbein, 
at  Tulpehockcn,  the  Lord  was  preparing,  in 
another  place,  and  among  another  people, 
one  of  the  chief  instruments  of  the  religious 
movement  which  ia  the  subject  of  this  his- 
tory. 

The  apostles  and  evangelists  were  chosen 
from  various  occupations,  positions,  and  pro- 
fessions. Peter  was  a  fisherman;  Matthew, 
a  publican;  Luke,  a  physician;  and  Paul,  a 
learned  doctor  of  the  law.  Some  of  these 
had  the  advantages  of  the  finest  mental 
culture  which  the  best  schools  of  their  time 
afforded ;  others  were  ignorant  and  un- 
learned men;  but  all  were  endowed  with 
excellent  common  sense.  And  it  may  bo 
remarked,  that  all  the  great  revivals  of  re- 
lig:ion,   which  illuminate  the  pages  of  ecclfr 
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eiastical  hiatory,  have  been  effected  bj  th© 
blessing  of  God  oa  the  joint  labors  of  ed- 
ucated and  uneducated  ministers.  This  state- 
ment will,  we  aru  confident,  bear  the  teat 
of  facta,  b  in  accordance  with  sound  phi- 
losophy, and  harmonizes  with  the  inspired 
record. 

We  have  just  left  a  young  man,  with  a 
university  education,  at  Tulpehocken,  visit- 
ing from  house  to  house,  holding  prayer 
and  conference  meetings  through  the  week, 
and,  on  the  Lord's  day,  preaching  a  pres- 
ent and  full  salvation,  in  Jesus  ChrLst> 
from  sin,  with  apostolic  jwwer  and  unction. 
He  was  the  St.  Paul  among  the  Others 
of  the  United  Brethren  ministry.  Before  we 
prowed    to    notice    more    fully  the  circum- 

inces  under  which  the  church  of  the 
rnitcfl  Brethren  in  Clirist  was  eventually 
formed,  we  will  give  some  particulars  of 
the  life  and  labors  of  Makti.v  Boehm,  who 
was  bi>rn  and  e<lurated  on  a  farm,  and  who 
may  be  termed  the  St.  Peter  among  the 
fathers  of  the  Brethren  ministry. 

Martin  Buchm  was  born  in  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.,  A.  D.  1726,  one  year  prior  to 
the  birth  of  Otterbein.  His  grandfather, 
Jacob  Boehm,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  was 
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a  member  of  the  Reformed  church.  WTicn 
a  young  man,  and  while  traveling  as  i 
journeyman  tradesman,  he  became  acquaintr 
ed  with  the  Mennoiiites,  and  a  convert  to 
Umir  doctrines,  and,  it  ia  believed,  also  ex* 
perimcntally  acquainted  with  Christ.  The 
^fennonites,  as  we  have  seen  from  a  sketch 
«f  their  hiatory,  in  Part  First  of  this  vol 
ume,  were,  at  that  period,  among  the  most 
enlightened  and  spiritual  people  in  Europe. 
Menno  Simonis,  who,  but  a  short  time 
previous  to  the  conversion  of  Jacwb  Boehm, 
had  closed  his  arduous  life  of  evangelical 
toil,  in  doctrine  and  discipline,  approached 
nearer  the  apostolic  standard  than  either 
Luther  or  Calvin.  Nevertheless,  the  Men- 
nonitea  were  the  objects  of  a  moat  relent- 
less persecution.  Lutherans,  Calvinists,  and 
Catholics  alike  regarded  them  with  abhor- 
rence, and  killed  them   without  pity. 

The  leaven  of  popery,  alas!  still  worked 
in  the  bosom  of  the  reformed  churches, 
aud,  hence,  the  Mennonites,  even  in  Swit^ 
serland,  were  hunted  down  with  a  ferocity 
which  is  almost  inconceivable.  "The  favor- 
ite mode  of  punishing  them,  especially  at 
Berne,  was  by  drowning  them.  This  man- 
ner of  death  was  deemed  the  most  appropri- 


I 


UNITED    BRETHREN    IN   CHRIST.    155 

ate,  because  it  waj»  only  baptizing  them  in 
their  nwn  wny."*  The  rivoi-s  anrl  Inko;*, 
■which  alMunded  in  Switzerland,  often  receir. 
ed  the  dead  bodies  of  these  devoted  people. 
But,  as  the  drowning  of  them  only  increased 
Ltheir  number,  the  '^council  of  Berne  being 
[wnbarraaaed,"  as  all  bloody  persecutors  h:ive 
'been,  resorted  to  measures  less  severe,  and, 
"acting  under  the  advice  of  the  ministers," 
published,  in  1533,  an  edict,  announciDg  that 
they  should  be  "left  in  peace,  if  they  would 
ke«p  their  belief  to  themaelves,  and  maintain 
SILENCE;  but  tbati  if  they  continued  to 
preach  and  keep  up  a  separate  sect,  thov 
should  not  he  any  more  condemned  to  death, 
biU  only  to  perpetual  imprisonment  on    iiread 

AND    WATEB." 

When  Jacob  Bochm's  father  wa«  informed 
of  hia  conversion  to  the  faith  of  the  Mcn- 
nonites,  he  was,  as  we  may  well  supjKJse, 
.greatly  oiasjwrated ;  and  he  resolved  that  he 
Ffibould  be  thrust  into  prison.  ISeforc  he  was 
imprisoned,  however,  advised  by  an  elder 
brother,  he  fled  into  Holland,  where,  under 
the  shade  of  William  of  Orange,  liVierty  of 
conscience  and  of  worship  wore  accorded  to 
Christians  of  all  denominations.      Finding  a 

•  D*  Hillw,  pp.  39.  ^. 
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secure  home  in  Holland,  he  raamwl,  and 
raised  a  large  family,  a  part  of  whom  emi- 
grated to  America,  and,  among  the  number, 
Martin  Bochm's  father,  whose  name  was  also 
Jaeob. 

But  the  great  temporal  prosperity  which 
fell  to  the  lot  of  the  Monnonites,  in  Holland, 
was  not  favorable  to  their  spirituality;  and, 
at  the  end  of'two  centuries,  although  a  very 
high  degree  of  morality  was  preserved  among 
them,  few,  comparatively,  eiyoyed  the  light 
and  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God.  Martin's 
parents  were  strict  and  conscientious  obscrx'- 
ers  of  the  rales  of  the  Mennonite  society;  and 
he  was,  therefore,  trained  up  under  a  religious 
influence,  carefully  instructed  in  the  doctrine 
and  discipline,  and,  in  duo  time,  by  baptism 
and  partnkinjr  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  was 
made  a  member  of  the  Mcnnnnite  church. 

Fully  satisfied  with  his  brethren  and  re- 
ligious profession,  he  lived  a  blameless  life; 
that  is,  without  sinning  knowingly,  according 
to  the  light  he  then  had,  until  the  thirty* 
seeond  year  of  his  age.  At  that  period  it 
occurred  that  a  preacher  was  to  Iws  chosen 
in  iJic  immediate  society  of  which  he  was  a 
mombt-r,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  Men- 
nonites,  which  is  by  lot. 
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"We  will  now  g^vc  Martin  Boehm's  own 
aMMunt  of  Ilia  awakening  and  religious  ex- 
perience, as  nearly  in  hid  own  words  as  the 
idiom  of  the  language  will  allow  in  trans- 
lating.* 

'  Wlien  nominated,  I  had  no  desire  that 
the  lot  might  fall  oti  me,  and  I  earnestly 
besought-^iy  brethren  to  nominat«  some  one 
in  ray  place,  better  than  myself.  This,  how- 
ever, was  not  done,  and  the  moment  came 
when  each  nominee  was  to  step  forth  and 
take  a  book.  I  stepped  out,  saying  itiward- 
wardly,  Lord,  not  me.  I  am  too  poor. 
The  books  were  upenod,  and  the  lot  or  token 
was  mine!  Believing,  as  1  did,  that  this  lui 
falls  by  divine  appointment,  I  did  not  feel 
myself  at  liberty  to  refuse  obedience  to  its 
decision,  but  felt  constrained  by  my  conscience 
to  take  upon  myself  the  ofBce  of  the  minis- 
try, and  discharge  it  as  best  I  could. 

'According  to  our  usage  it  was  not  esiMWt- 
ed  from  me  to  preach  immediately  thereafter, 
becaiiae  our  elder  preacher  wad  still  able  to 
preach;  but  it  was  my  duty  to  assist  him  in 
preaching  and  exhortation  as  God  would  give 
me  ability.  1  had  been  reading  the  Scrip- 
tures much,  but  now  read  them  still   more, 

•  Spa^a,  pp.«8,»,3l>,Sl. 


and  with  caro,  in  order  to  impress  their  read- 
ing on  my  raeniorj',  so  that  I 
something  wherewith  to  preach  or  exhort. 
Sunday  cjime,  the  elder  brother  preached; 
and,  in  attempting  to  follow  him  by  a  word 
of  exhortation,  I  failed,  although  for  some 
two  years  past,  I  had  been  giving  testimony 
at  the  close  of  the  sermons,  and  frequently 
concluded  the  meetings.  I  continued  reading. 
The  next  Sabliath  I  was  requested  to  take 
part,  and  rose  up,  but  could  say  little  or 
nothing.  I  had  charged  my  mind  and  mem- 
ory with  some  Scripture  passages,  but,  when 
wanted,  could  not  bring  them  to  my  recolleo- 
tion.  I  prayed  to  the  Lord  to  assist  me  in 
retaining  his  word,  and  strengthen  me  in  my 
great  weakness,  that,  Uj  some  extent  at  least, 
I  might  answer  his  call. 

*3ome  months  passed  in  this  way,  but  it 
came  uoi.  This  state  began  deeply  to  dis- 
tress rue — to  be  a  preacher,  and  yet  have 
nothing  to  preach,  nor  to  say,  but  stammer 
out  a  few  words,  and  then  be  obliged  to  take 
my  se4t  in  shame  and  remorse!  I  had  faith 
in  prayer,  and  prayed  more  fervently.  While 
thus  engaged  in  praying  earnestly  for  aid  to 
preach,  the  thought  rose  in  my  mind,  or  as 
though   one  spoke  to  me,  saying,  You  pray 
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for  grace  to  teach  othens  the  way  0/  salva- 
tinn,  and  you  have  not  pmycd  for  your  own 
salvation.  T\m .  thought  or  word  did  not 
leave  mo.  Mff  mtlratmt^  followed  me  wher- 
ever I  went  I  fi'lt  conslrained  to  pray  for 
myself;  and,  while  prajing  for  myself,  my 
mhid  bepame  alarmed.  I  felt  and  saw  my* 
aelf  a  poor  sinner.  I  was  lostI  My  agony 
became  great.  I  was  plowing  in  the  field, 
and  kneeled  down  at  each  end  of  the  furrow, 
to  pray.  The  word  W,  hd  {rerhhren\  wont 
everj'  round  with  me.  Midway  in  the  field 
I  could  go  no  further,  but  sank  behind  the 
plow^,  crying,  Lortl  save,  I  am  lost! — and 
again  the  thought  or  voice  said,  I  am  oorao 

,to  seek   and  to  save  that  which  is  lost.      In 
moment,  a  streaai  of  joy  was  pourcil  over 

Erne.     I  praised  the  Lord,  and  left  the  field, 

f  And  told  my  companion  what  joy  I  felt. 

'As  before  this  I  wished  the  Sabbath  inr 
off,  now  I  wished  it  wa-f  to-morrow.  Sunday 
came:  the  elder  brother  preached.  I  rose  to 
tell  my  experience,  since  my  call  to  the  min- 
istry. When  speaking  of  my  lost  estate,  and 
>ny  of  mind,  .some  in  the  congregation  be* 

!;gan  to  weep.  This  gave  me  encouragement 
to  speak  of  our  fall  and  lost  condition,  and 
of  repentance.    The  Sabbath  following  it  waa 
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the  same,  and  much  more.  Before  I  waa 
done,  I  found  myself  in  the  midst  of  the  con- 
gregation, where  sonxc  were  weeping  aloud! 

'Thia  caused  considerable  commotion  in  our 
church,  aa  well  as  among  the  people  gener- 
ally. It  was  all  new;  none  of  us  had  heard 
or  seen  it  before.  A  new  creation  appeared 
to  rise  up  before  me,  and  around  me.  Now 
Scripture,  before  mysterious,  and  like  a  dead 
letten«to  me,  was  plain  of  interpretation;  was 
all  slirit,  all  life,  (aif^s  geist  uud  lebeit.) 

'LiVe  a  dream,  old  things  had  passed  away, 
and  it  seemed  as  if  T  had  awoke  to  new  life, 
new  thoughts,  new  faith,  new  love.  I  rejoiced 
and  praised  God  with  my  whole  heart.  This 
juy,  this  faith,  this  love,  I  wished  to  eommu-j 
nicate  to  those  around  me;  but,  when  sjieak-j 
ing  thereof  in  public  or  in  private,  it  made 
different  impressions  on  different  persons. 
Some  gave  a  mournful  look,  some  sighed  and 
wept,  and  would  say,  Oh!  Martin,  are  we  in- 
deed lost? 

'Yes,  man  ((/«■  mcnitrk)  is  lost!  Christ 
will  never  find  ua,  till  we  know  that  we  are 
lost.  My  wife  was  the  next  lost  sintier  that 
felt  the  same  joy,  the  same  love.'  " 

"It  was  a  rich  treat,  to  hear  tbis  father  in 
Israel  tell  of  his  call  to  the  ministry;  how 
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he  shrank  from  it  when  propnaed,  and  how 
it  resulted  in  hia  finding  Jesus,  the  lost  Bin- 
ner's  friend,  and  the  joy  he  felt  when  the 
burden  of  sin  wus  tAken  away.  Of  this  ho 
loved  to  3\>t}Ak.  in  h'w  old  age,  and  would  r&> 
cur  to  it  with  an  animation  peculiar  to  him- 
self To  see  his  eyes  light  up,  and  his  whole 
countenance  assume,  for  the  time,  a  youthful 
appeamnee,  in  eontraal  with  his  snowy  loeks 
and  rich  n'bite  beard,  was  a  sight,  which  a 
pen  dipped  in  liquid  light  could  not  describe: 
it  had  to  be  seen  to  be  appreciated.  'Now 
I  am,'  he  would  say,  'a  servant  and  a  cAild 
of  Grod.  When  this  took  place,  I  knew  of 
no  one  who  had  felt  and  enjoyed  the  sweet 
influence  of  the  love  of  God  in  the  heart,  but 
Nancy  Koagj',  my  mother's  sister.  In  our 
family  eunncction,  and  in  her  immediate 
neighborhood,  she  was  known  as  a  very  pious 
woman,  and  she  was  pious.' 

•^M,  Boebm's  call  to  the  miniatir,  and 
bis  conversion  soon  after,  took  place  in  the 
sar  1758. 

"Between  the  years  1750  and  1760,  numer- 
ous Menuuuite  families  removed  from  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  what  was  then  called  New 
Tii^nia,  and  disj>ersed  themselves  through 
Frederick,  Shenandoah,  Rockingham,  and  Au- 
11 
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gustii  founties.  Owing  to  their  scattered  state, 
aud  lliu  uowness  of  the  settlements,  they  wcro 
dcBlitute  of  2>reaehiDg  generally;  and  particu- 
larly of  their  own  ehoicse.  Of  this  they  had 
little  except  what  was  afforded  by  preachers 
■visiting  them  owasionally  from  Pennsylvania. 
In  the  vear  1761,  brother  il.  Bochm  waa 
called  to  Virginia,  by  some  of  his  ilennon- 
it«  brethren,  who  resided  there.  But  pre- 
vious to  this  call,  some  converts  of  the  emi- 
nent George  Whitfield  had  reached  \ew 
Virginia,  and  had  commenced  preaching  &] 
present  salvation.  AVith  others,  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Mennonite  families  became  se- 
riously affected,  through  the  preaching  of 
these  'Xew  Lights,'  as  they  were  then  called,, 
for  the  want  of  a  better  name. 

"Now  here  the  Germans  were  in  a  dilem- 
ma, which,  in  their  opinion,  and  according 
to  the  light  they  had,  required  the  presence 
and  advice  of  those  in  whom  they  had  con- 
fidence; thftt  is,  their  own  preachers.  Henoe 
the  caJl  of  Martin  Boehm,  at  this  particular 
time.  To  illustrate,  we  will  select  a  casa.^ 
which  will  answer  in  place  of  many,  chi 
toristic  of  the  state  and  views  of  religion^ 
among  the  Germans  at  that  period. 

"The    daughter    of  a  brother    Roller  haJ] 
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become  much  affected,  by  bearing  the  'New 
Lights'  preach  on  one  or  two  occasions. 
There,  in  that  house  of  Bro.  K.*8,  you  see  a 
joung  person  apparently  in  deep  distress,  al- 
though surrounded  by  kind  pareuts,  neigh- 
bors, and  friends,  who,  iu  their  tiirn,  ende-av- 
or,  by  wor(b5  and  argumonta,  tu  cheer,  cltide, 
oFj  laugli  the  mourner  into  a  pleasaut  mood. 

*'  'Well,'  said  the  kind  father;  for  he  waa, 
in  his  way  of  thinking,  a  good  man,  and  a 
good  Christian  in  the  Monnonite  sense,  of  the 
■word,  'well,  my  child,  what  ails  you?  Are 
jou  sick?  Do  you  wish  to  have  a  physi- 
cian?' M 

"  'No,  dear  father,  no  doctor;  my  heart  is 
sick.'  _ 

"  *8ay  not  so,  your  heart  is  not  sick.'     fl 

"'0  my  heart,  my  heart  is  sick.  God  is 
displeaRcd  with  me.  0  iny  father,  what  shall 
I  do?     I  am  lost!' 

"This  agony  of  mind  distressed  the  good 
parents  much;  but  how  the  daughter  could 
be  sick  at  heart— why  God  should  be  dis- 
pleased with  their  child,  and  why  or  how, 
this  dear  daughter  could  be  4ost,  was  in  no 
way  clear  to  them.  Yet>,  evidently,  she  was 
suffering  not  unlike  a  criminal  about  to  be 
deliTered  into  the  hands  of  justice,  crying  for 


i 


164 


HtSTOR¥    OF    THS 


mercy,  often  saying,  'Oh!  is  there  no  mert^ 
for  me?'  The  Ijcat  aoft  only  reply  she  reoeiveil 
was,  *  You  arc  not  loiU  Crod  lores  you.  Mer- 
of^whaA  do  you  mc«ii  by  morcy?  You  are 
not  wicked — ncrer  was.  You  ore  a  beliovor. 
Come,  now,  no  more  crying.  Why?  \S'here- 
fore  do  you  weept' 

"This  was  repeated  to  her  ao  often,  that 
die  finally  sat  in  silence;  and  the  fountain 
of  tears  either  became  exhausted,  or  refused 
to  come  to  hor  relief.  Xo  one  camo  to  pray 
with  her,  and  direct  her  mind  lo  tho  blessed 
Barior. 

*'At  this  rrisis  Boehm  arrived.  After  aal- 
iutations  had  pas6ed,  and  refreshments  had 
been  takoii,  Bochin,  in  conversation  with 
Keller,  inquirud  how  matters  stood  in  relig- 
ion. Keller  replied.  'Most  of  ua  are  doing 
well,  but  some  new  doctrine  has  of  late  been 
preariied  by  men  here  about,  which  has  caused 
some  disturbance  among  us.' 

"  'And  what  do  those  men  preach?' 

"*What  the>'  preach  is  rather  more  than 
I  can  tell  you,  but  it  is  different  from  what 
we  liave  ever  heard.  Our  daughter,  about 
two  months  since.  wa.s  to  their  mtotiug,  and 
has  not  been  like  herself  since.' 
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"'And  for  two  months  she  has  been  to  no 
preaohing?' 

"'No,  we  could  not  think  of  letting  her  go, 
and  have  wished  she  had  nevor  heard  those 
people;  and,  as  -n-e  have  written  you,  there 
are  others  of  our  people  jnst  like  her,  mel- 
aachol)'  and  dejected,  and  all  we  can  get 
thorn  to  say  is,  we  are  lost  (^cfrhiren),  we 
have  no  true  religion;  and  for  this  reason  we 
hare  sent  for  you,  believing  that  they  would 
be  advised  by  our  own  preachers,  and  dis- 
miss their  gloomy  thoughts.' 

"'And  whore  is  that  daughter  of  youw?' 

'"Why,'  answered  the  mother, 'there  you 
see  she  is.  unA  Ims  not  spoken  a  word  to 
any  of  us  to-day.' 

'*Bochm  said  he  now  moved  his  chair  by 
her  aide,  and  sought  to  draw  from  herself 
the  state  and  exercises  of  her  mind.  She 
listenetl  to  him  for  some  time  in  silence, 
breathing  at  intervals  a  deep  sigh.  Boon  the 
fountain  of  her  tears  was  opened  again,  and 
she  began  to  weep  aloud,  and  said:  'Is  it 
possible  that  you,  u  stranger,  know  what  I 
hare  felt  and  suffered  for  weeks,  and  vou  be- 
lieve that  I  am  a  sinner,  that  T  am  lost?' 

"•Yee,  I  know  this  my  daughter,  but  I- 
ttlQow  Jesus  came  to  seek  and  to  save  that 
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which  U  lost;  and  h^  is  ooine  to  &nd  you,  and 
to  savp  you  to-night  yet.  Po  yon  believe 
in  Jesus?*  ^     ,    . ,, 

"'Yes,  I  believe  Jesiis  Christ  lives;  hut 
hare  I  not  oifended  him?  Will  ho  not  com* 
and  judge  the  world  and  me?  Oh,  that  ho 
would  but  save  me!'  ,,„„  ■    ,,, 

"'Come,' said  Boohm,  'we  will  kneeT  down, 
and  pray.'  They  kneeled  down.  The  agony- 
of  Miss  Keller  was  great.  She  cried,  'Lord,i 
save,  or  I  perish!'  i 

"'Yes,'  said  Boehm,  'hold  to  that,  he  will 
save,  and  that  sjK-oilily;'  and  so  it  waji.  Sh& 
was  blest,  and  alJ^  her  sorrow  was  gone, — 
dissolved  in  joy^ 

"Seeing  tliis,  her  mother  cried  out,  'Mar 
tin,  Martin!  what  have  you  done?  Why  did 
you  come?     What  will  become  of  us  now?* 

"'Yes,'  replied  her  husband,  'what  will  be- 
come of  U3?    We,  too,  are  lost!'  n 

"That  night  was  a  night  of  mourning,  and,] 
a  night  of  joy  for  that  house,  for  the  morn-,j 
ing  light  found  them  all  rejoi(;ing  in  the  lova. 
of  God! 

"This  scene  proved  a  great  blessing  to 
Bro.  Boehm.  Before  he  left  Virginia,  many 
more  were  brought  under  the  saving  influ- 
ence of   the  Gospel    of  Jesus    Christ;    and 
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thus  the  families  speaking  the  German  lan- 
guage in  that  valley,  saw  tlic  dawn  of  that 
light,  which  since  then,  and  to  this  day,  has 
shone  with  a  peculiar  splendor  t^xtn  the 
people  at  large  in  that  happy  i*egion,  from 
whence  clouds  of  witneiso*  have  already 
passed  into  happier  climca. 

"As  before  remarked,  Mr.  Boehra'a  Wait 
to  Virginia  waa  of  great  imi>oitanoe  to  him- 
self. Re  there  learned  a  lesson  of  exjjcrience 
from  the  good  Master,  which  he  could  not 
so  soon  nor  so  effectually  hare  learned  at 
home;  hence  wo  can  well  fancy  with  what 
feelings,  with  what  inspired  thoughts  and 
hopes  he  rettimed  to  his  own.  Timidity, 
and  the  fear  of  offending  his  elder  brethren, 
he  said,  was  much  removed.  He  was  con- 
firmwi  in  the  truth  and  oorrofltncss  of  his  own 
experience.  Ue  became  satisHcd  that  men 
cverj'-where  must  repent,  and  that  this  re- 
pentance must  be  accompanied  by  a  gixily 
sorrow,  deeply  fell;  and  that  there  eau  be 
no  rest,  no  peace,  no  hope,  and  no  faith,  with- 
out it  He  further  remarked,  with  much 
earnestness,  that  after  bis  return,  he  felt  'an 
impression,  or  a  presentiment  that  God  would 
visit  his  people,  and  give  them  re[>entancc 
unto  life.'    He  had  uewB  to  tell  his  friends 
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at  lionie,  of  what  he  had  witnessed  in  Vir- 
ginia; that  there,  too,  he  found  and  eavr  per- 
sons, aowe  young,  and  somo  advanced  in 
life,  who  felt  themselves  hst^  some  of  whom 
had  nearly  deepaired  of  obtaining  grace  and 
mercy,  believing  themselves  the  chief  of  sin- 
ners; that  mauy  had  been  blest-,  and  had  re- 
joiced in  Jesus  Christ  their  Savior,  before 
he  leA-.  He  could  tell  them  how  affecting 
thoir  parting  was, — what  sympathy ,  what 
brotherly  love,  what  melting  of  hearts! 

"This  year  and  the  two  years  following, 
were  years  of  joy  to  Mr.  Boehm,  while 
preaching  repentance  in  the  Spirit,  and  from 
experience.  God  was  with  him,  and  he  did 
not  preach  without  effect.  The  Spirit  accom- 
panied the  word  with  power.  Pungent  con- 
victions eitorted  the  cry,  lost;  and  those  con- 
victions were  followed  by  happy  conversions, 

"Sabbath  prcacbiag  was  not  suificient  now 
to  supply  the  wanta  of  the  many  who  were 
inquiring,^ 'What  must  we  do?'  Hence 
meetings  began  to  be  lield  on  week  days, 
and  some  by  candlo-Iight.  This  was  another 
step  toward  the  great  refomiation ;  and  here 
we  remark,  as  we  pass,  the  similarity  and 
likeness  of  the  manner  in  which  Ut-terbein 
and  Boehm  were  led  on  by  the  Spirit,  and 
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CHAPTEKV. 

GOEAT  UNION  MKETINtJ "WE  ARE  BRETBREN!" 

WiLLiAK  Ottereein  aiid  Martin  Boehm 
were  brouglit  into  tbc  complete  liberty  of 
the  sons  of  (}od,  near  tho  same  period  of 
time,  and  at  places  not  far  distant  from 
each  other.  But  they  were  members  of 
churches  very  widely  separated;  indeed,  no 
two  churches  in  the  world,  perhaps,  stood 
farther  apart  than  the  Reformed  and  the 
Mcnnonito.  The  Reformod,  not  a  Httle 
puffed  up  with  churchly  pride,  inherited 
from  Romanism,  looked  upon  the  Mennon- 
ites  with  ill-concealed  disdain;  and,  indeed, 
regarded  them  as  no  church  at  all,  but  as 
a  sect, — a  contemptible  sect.  The  Monnon- 
ites,  on  thoir  part,  still  cherished  the  rec- 
ollection of  the  cruel  wrongs  and  persecu- 
tions which  their  fathers  had  suffered  from 
the  Reformed  church  in  Europe,  and  r*- 
garded  that  church,  with  its  high  sacrfr> 
mental    notions,   ita    paid  and — too  oiten— 
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proud  ministrt',  aod  its  loose  discipline^  as 
being  Utile  bettor  than  Komnnism  Itaelf. 

True  religion,  however,  is  a  unit — "one 
Lord,  one  faith,  oue  baptiam"— and  Otter- 
bein  and  Boehm,  so  widely  separated  from 
each  other  by  education,  hnbits  of  life,  and 
church  relations,  hod  each  found  the  "one 
Lord,"  the  one  jiiatifying  and  eanctifying 
*'faiLh,"  and  had  receivetl  the  "one  bap- 
tism" of  love  and  power.  Alike  they  re- 
joiced in  a  present  and  full  aalvation  from 
sin,  which  they  faithfully  proclaimed  to 
others;  and.  therefore,  that  they  might  be 
perfectly  united  in  the  strong  bonds  of 
Christian  fellowship,  It  was  only  necessary 
that  they  should  bo  brought  together  and 
form  an  acquaintance. 

As  we  have  already  seen,  the  blessing 
of  God  attended  Mr.  Otterbeiu's  labors 
while  he  was  at  Lancaster;  and,  in  a  still 
more  remarkable  manner,  after  his  removal 
to  Tulpehocken.  While  at  the  latter  place, 
be  made  frequent  visits  to  other  (wints; 
and  wherever  ho  labored,  the  people  were 
moved,  and  many  were  awakened  and 
brought  into  the  kingdom  of  Chrisi  BUs 
influence,  however,  up  to  this  period,  was 
confined,    principally,     to    persons    who    ad* 
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liered  to  the  Gerniiin  Reformed  and  Lu- 
theran churchiw.  Mr.  Boehm,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  found  an  open  door,  in  places, 
ainonp  the  Mennonites,  nian^v  of  whom 
heard  hiin  gladly,  and  welcomed  him  as  & 
true  preacher  of  that  pure  Goapel  for  which 
thousands  of  the  primitive  Mennonites  hod 
joyfully  surrendered  their  lives.  His  influ- 
ence wa£  also  extended  to  the  Tunkers 
and  Amish,  German  societies  kindred  to 
the  Mennonites,  among  vhom  some  con- 
verts were  made. 

Thus,  two  precious  revivals  of  religion 
were  in  progress  at  the  same  time,  in  tho 
same  state,  and  among  a  people  speaking 
the  same  language ;  and,  thus  far^  they 
had  flowed  in  separate  channels.  The  ttmo 
was  near,  however,  when  He  who  holds 
the  rivers  in  his  handa,  should  cAuse  them 
to  flow  together,  and,  henceforth,  to  con- 
stitute hut  one  stream. 

A  groat  meeting  (grosze  I'ersamralung) 
was  appointed,  probably  by  Boehm,  to  be 
held  at  Isaac  Lono's,  in  Lancaster  county. 
Pa.;  and  to  it  all  Christians,  of  all  R«otfl 
and  denominations,  were  invited.  When 
the  time  appointed  had  arrived,  tho  Lord's 
children,  who  were   scattered  »broa*l  in  va- 
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communions,    moved    by  love,    flocked 
together  fmm  far  and  near.      Thoro  were  in 
attendance    members  of   the    Lutheran,  Ger- 
man Reformed,  Mennonite,  Tunker,  and  Am- 
ish,  and,  perhaps,  of  some  other  persuasions. 
By  far  the  greater  part  of  those  who  "stood 
[on  good  ground,"  had  been  brought  into  fel- 
lowship with  JcHUS,  through  the    instrument- 
[•lity  of  Otterbein  and  Boohm,  and  wore,  con- 
[sequontly,  rejoicing  in  their  first  love.     It  is 
more  than  probable,  however,  that  some  aged 
Christians  were  there  who,  twenty   years  be- 
had  heard  the  word  of   life   from   such 
[men  as  good    Henr}'  Antes  and   Zinzendorf, 
and  had  united  with  Ihem  in  the  "Congrega- 
tion of  God  in  the  Spirit."      Many  of  God's 
children  were  thus,  for  the  first  time,  brought 
happily  together  in  a  worshiping  assembly. 

One  may  well  suppose  that,  on  such  an 
occasion,  a  very  high  degree  of  interest  would 
be  manifested,  especially  in  those  who  had^ 
in  heart,  entered  fully  into  the  revival;  and 
that  self-examination  and  humiliation  before 
God,  and  an  unusual  spirit  of  prayer  for  a 
Pentecostal  baptism,  would  be  excited. 

At  this  meeting  Otterbein  and  Boehm  met 
for  the  first  time.  They  were  both  in  the 
vigor  of   manhood.      Boehm    was   of   small 
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stature,  woro  Iiih  bc-jinl  lung,  and  was  dress-1 
ed  in  the  ptiiiii  Meniionitc  fiostiinn^  Otter-I 
bein,  on  tbi!  a>ntrary,  was  a  large  man,  ofj 
commanding  person,  wearing  the  ordinary 
clerical  dress.  There  was  a  striking  contrast] 
in  the  personnel  of  the  two  men. 

"Jioehm  preached  the  first  sermon,  at  the' 
close  of  which,  and   before   he   had   time  to 
resume  his  seat.,  Otterbeia  arose,  and,  folding 
him   in    his   amis,  said,  with  a   loud    roic^j 
'We  ark  brethrkn!'  " 

The  eifect  produced  by  this  touching  ex-] 
pression  of  Christian  fellowship  and  union, 
taking  into  account  the  ecclesiastical  relations 
of  the  ministers,  the  character  of  the  large 
congrciration,  the  times,  and  the  simple,  stir- 
ring eloquence  of  the  sermon  just  pronounc- 
ed, «in  better  be  imagined  than  described. 
The  scene  would  form  a  picture  worthy  the 
pencil  of  the  most  skillful  artist. 

Unable  to  repress  their  emotions,  some  in 
the  congregation  praised  God  aloud;  but  the 
greater  part  were  bathed  in  tears,  and  all 
hearts  seemed  melted  into  one.  The  reader 
can  not  fail  to  be  reminded  of  a  union  meet- 
ing  of  a  similar  character,  and  of  like  re- 
sults, which  marked  the  renewal  of  the  Unit- 
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ed  Brethron,  nt  Herrnhut,  in  1727.*  And 
he  wiI4  also  eall  to  mind  the  union  conven- 
tions of  1741—42,  brought  together  by  the 
aamo  spirit  which  animated  the  meetings  in- 
augurated at  Isaac  Long>,  and  composed  of 
simitar  ecclesiastical  elements,  gathered  from 
the  same  region  of  country. f 

This  meeting,  and  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances attending  it  under  the  harmonizing 
influence  of  the  Spirit,  which  operated  so  ef- 
fectually in  uniting  people,  hitherto  so  widely 
separated,  in  one  common  and  sacred  bond 
of  brotherhood,  under  the  great  Head  of  the 
church,  free  from  party  strife  and  feeling, 
gave  rise  to  the  application,  for  the  fourth 
time,  of  the  name,  "United  Bbeturen,"  to 
which  "IX  Christ"  was  afterward  adde<l, — a 
name  which  tlie  people,  thus  united,  several 
years  aftenvard,  iu  official  conference,  adopts 
ed.t 


•  Page  89.  i  Pi««  til. 
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CHAPTER    VI. 


fB.    0.    AT    FRKDEniCK. GEORGE  A.  GUETHINQ. 

TowAHJ)  the  close  of  the  year  1760,  Mr. 
Otterbein  aceejitcd  a  call  from  the  Reform- 
ed ehiirch  in  Frtvlerick,  Maryland.  WTiile 
at  Tulpchoeken,  he  had  made  0(!casional 
visits  to  that  charge,  to  supply,  in  part, 
the  vacani'y  createil  by  the  resignation  of 
Mr.  Steiner.  The  Reformed  congregation  at 
Fredcrielt  was  Ifti^e,  and  remote  from  other 
portions  of  the  church;  and  Mr.  0.  was 
induced  to  accept  the  call  of  the  con- 
gregation, mainly  because  it  had  been 
difficult,  on  account  of  its  location,  to  sup- 
ply it  with  pastoral  labor.  His  labors 
there,  as  in  every  other  place,  were  at- 
tended  by  heaven's  blessings.  Rev.  Dr. 
Zachiirias,  pastor  of  the  same  church  in 
1847,  in  a  centenary  sermon  delivered  that 
year,  bears  the  following  testimony  to  his 
moral  worth,  and  pastoral  fitithfulness  and 
suoceas  in  Frederick: — 
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"During  Mr.  Otterbein's  labors  in  Fred- 
erick, the  chuxcli  in  which  wo  now  wor- 
ship was  built;  al^o  the  pursunago,  which 
has  been  the  suocesftivo  reuidonoo  of  your 
pastors  ever  since,  Many  other  improvo- 
ments,  in  the  external  condition  of  this 
congregation,  were  likewise  mndo  during 
this  period;  thus  showing  that  Mr.  0.  was 
not  only  a  very  pious  and  devoted  pastor, 
but  was  also  moat  energetic  and  efficient 
in  promoting  the  outward  prosperity  of  the 
church. 

"A  few  letters  are  still  preserved  in  oui 
archives,  written  by  Mr.  0.  while  at  York, 
to  members  of  this  charge.  From  these 
letters,  brief  as  they  arc,  you  may  easily 
gather  the  spirit  of  the  man.  Though  lar 
boring  now  in  another  field,  he  remember^ 
ed  still,  with  affectionate  kindness  and  con- 
cern, the  people  whom  he  hail  recently 
lefL  He  mourned  over  their  difficulties, 
and  endeavored  to  profit  them  by  imput- 
ing unto  them  his  godly  counsels,  and  of* 
foring  up,  in  their  behalf,  his  earnest 
prayers." 

But  earnest  and    successful    as  were  Mr. 
O.'s  labors  in  Frederick,  they  were  not  un- 
attended with  the  usual  diflicultics  and  conp 
13 
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flicts   which  awaited   him  during  the  whole 
of  the  period  which    succeeded    his  convert 
sion  at   Lancaster,  and  preceded   the  estab- 
liahment  of  an  independent  congregation  in 
Baltimore.     The   catbolic    spirit    which    he 
exhibited,  in  extending  the  hand  of  fellow- 
ship to  Christians  of  all  denominations,  and 
in  fraternizing  with    "unlearned"    and    *'ir- 
regiilaa-"    preachers    whom    the    Lojxl    hao 
raised  up  among  the  converted   people,   the 
searching  character  of  his  sermons,  and  thdj 
strictness  of  the  discipline  which  ho  wished 
enforced,  excited,    at    times,    very  great  op- 
position to  him  in   the  church    at    Freder- 
ick, which,   like  too  many  of  the  Reformed 
and  Lutheran  churches  of  that  period,  was] 
composed  verj-  largely  of    unconverted  per- 
sons.     At    one    period,   the    excitement  be- 
came   80    great    that    a    majority    of    the 
church  determined  on  his  summary  dismis- 
sion;    and,  to  effect  it  moat  speedily,   theyj 
locked    the  church    door    against  him.      Oaj 
the  following  Sabbath,  when    the  congregv' 
tSon  assembled,  his  adherents,  knowing  that 
he  had  a  legal    right   to   the  pulpit,  were 
disposed  to  force  the  door;  but  he  said  t( 
them — "Not   so,   brethren.      If    I    am     nt 
permitted  to  enter  the  church  peaceably,  I' 
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cftn  ond  will  preach  here  in  the  grave, 
yard."  So  saying,  ho  took  liis  staiid  upon 
one  of  the  tombstones,  proceeded  with  the 
regular  introductory  services  in  his  usual 
fervent  spirit,  delivered  a  sermon  of  re- 
markable power,  and,  at  its  dose,  nnnouno* 
ed  preaching  for  the  same  place,  on  the 
succeeding  Sabbath.  At  the  time  appointed, 
an  unusually  large  oonoourse  assembled,  and 
as  he  was  about  to  commence  the  services 
again  under  the  canopy  of  the  heavens,  the 
person  who  had  the  key  of  the  church  door, 
hastily  opened  it,  saying,  "Come  in,  come 
int  I  can  stand  this  no  longer."  But  this 
was  not  the  only,  or  the  last  instance  in 
which  the  doors  of  Reformed  churches  were 
looked  against  him. 

A  man  of  >Ir.  Otterbein's  zeal  for  souls 
could  not  confine  his  labors  to  a  single  town. 
The  great  destitution  of  the  people  impelled 
him  to  go  out  and  proclaim  the  glad  tidings 
wherever  a  door  was  opened.  One  of  the 
place*  visited  in  his  itinerant  excursions  waa 
situated  on  the  Antietam,  a  small  stream 
which  empties  into  the  Potomac.  At  this 
place  his  labors  were  blessed  in  a  remark- 
able manner,  and  he  did  not  cease  to  visit 
it  tmtil  near  the  close  of  his  life.    JPerbapa 
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ao  Spot  on  earth  became  doarcr  to  him  tUui 
tho  Antietam. 

Soon  after  tho  good  work  of  evangelisation 
had  been  commenced,  a  young  man  was  con- 
verted there,  and  afterward  intiXKluced  into 
t^e  ministry,  who  descrres  more  than  a  pass* 
ing  notice  in  the  history  of  the  United 
Brethren  in  Christ.  His  name^was  Georgs 
Adau  GoETtiiNO.  He  waa  born  in  Nassau 
Biegerland  Neiderschelde,  Germany,  February 
6th,  A.  D.  1741.  In  his  ISth  year  he  emi- 
grated to  America;  and,  on  the  Antietam,  he 
found  employment  during  the  summer,  in 
quarrying  stone  and  digging  wells,  and, 
in  the  winter,  in  teaching  school.  He  was 
not  a  thorough  scholar;  yet  he  read  Latin 
well,  and  his  literary  attainments  were  quite 
respectable.  A  short  time  after  his  settle- 
ment at  Antietam,  he  was  made  acquainted 
witii  the  Lord,  and  was  filled  with  that  di- 
vine lore  which,  as  a  pure  and  quenchless 
fiame,  burned  upon  the  altar  of  his  heart 
vntil  the  very  close  of  his  life.  Although 
quite  a  youth  at  the  time  of  his  conversion, 
it  soon  became  evident  that  he  was  a  choeon 
-vessel  of  the  Lord, 

As  long  intervals  necefisarily  elapsed  he- 
tireen  I^r.  Obterboin's  visits  to  Antietam^  tho 
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le  were  encouraged  to  assemble  them- 
selves together,  in  his  absence,  for  prayer 
and  religious  conference.  At  these  meetings, 
the  gifts  and  graces  of  Mr.  Guething  were 
called  into  exercise,  with  excellent  results; 
and  be  was  requested,  still  further  to  sup- 
ply  the  lack  of  regular  pastoral  services,  by 
selecting  and  reading  a  sermon  on  the  Sab> 
bath,  when  no  preacher  was  present  With 
this  request  he  complied;  and,  as  he  was 
a  good  reader,  and  entered  into  the  spirit 
of  the  discourses,  the  people  were  gratified 
and  instructed. 

It  was  not  long  until  Otterbein,  who  be- 
gan to  feel  the  pressing  need  of  evangel- 
ical co^laborers,  to  aid  in  carrying  forward 
the  good  work  of  reformation  which  was 
spreading  in  all  directions,  discovered  that 
God  had  set  his  seal  upon  the  ruddy-faced 
German  youth,  and  he  determined  to  bring 
him,  at  once,  into  the  work.  Believing 
that  a  man  called  of  God  to  the  ministry, 
should  preach,  and  not  read^  sermon.«,  he 
directed  that  one  of  the  brethren,  on  the 
enrtuing  Sabbath,  should  remove  the  book 
from  Mr.  Guething's  hands,  and  throw  him 
at  once  upon  his  own  resources,  and  the 
help  of    the    Holy  Spirit      Accordingly,  at 


182 


HISTORT    OF    XUE 


the  appointed  hour,  &s  the  young  man 
arosp  t'l  read,  at  the  phn-e  marked,  a 
brother  stepped  forward  and  took  the  book 
from  \m  hands  in  a  manner  which  gare 
him  to  understand  what  was  desired  in 
the  place  of  a  printed  sermon.  The  result 
fully  justified  Mr.  Ottorbeiu's  estimate  of 
his  gifts  and  talents.  He  addressed  the 
peoplo  with  touching  simplicity  and  pathos, 
and  brouglit  tears  from  every  eye."  From 
that  day  forwai-d,  px-eachiug  was  the  work 
of  his  life;  and  he  hccame,  in  a  few  years, 
an  influential  and  effective  co-lalwrer  of 
Mr.  Otterljein  and  Boehm,  in  the  great 
work  which  had   been   so  well  commcuced.t 

"The  talent  and  ministerial  graces  of 
these  three  bruthren,  Ottcrbein,  Boehni,  and 
Guclhing.  can  not  now  be  adequately  esti- 
mated; it  is  beyond  our  ability  to  give 
the  reader  a  perfect  idea  of  them. 

"Otterbein  was  argumentative,  eloquent, 
and  often  terrible  in  the  denunciation  of 
sin.  Tn  the  elucidation  of  the  Scriptures, 
clear  and  thorough,  few  being  his  equal  ia 
these  respei:ts. 

•  TbeiaftacUareelutt«d  Tram  a  M3.  in  Uteband-writiiig  eftiiiMlt 
prMerred  in  tlia  TrisMope  aRm. 

t  Ha  wtm  praaantDd  to  tb<  otstus  or  ■j-nod.  For  tdniauon,  hf 
Mr.  OtbTMn  ;  Rod  «m  rMcivrd.  and  anertTftrd  nj^ulul^  onulB 
•d.  b;  William  Ucpd«I,  noii.,  unl  Ht.  OIUrbMD.  > 
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"Boebtu  was  tbe  plain,  open,  &ank  ex< 
pounder  of  God's  Wdi-dj  of  ready  uttornnce, 
baring  a  clear  and  strong  voioo;  and,  be- 
ing fall  of  life  and  aoiniatiun,  he  often 
carried  bis  congregations  before  him  as  if 
tbey  had  boon  borne  along  by  a  rosistless 
current 

*'But  G-uethitig  was  like  an  early  spring 
gun  rising  on  a  frosUsilvcred  tbroat,  which 
graduaUy  affords  more  light  and  heal,  un- 
til you  begin  to  hear  the  crackling  of  tho 
ice^overod  branches,  tbe  dripping  of  the 
melted  hdow,  as  it  were  a  shower  of  rain, 
and  until  a  smiling,  Joyous  day  appears. 
So  did  Guething  enlighten  and  melt  the 
hcjirts  of  his  congregationij,  by  the  word  of 
truth,  and  so  did  tbe  shouts  of  praise  for 
Todooming  grace  follow  floods  of  iwnitenlial 
tears.  He  was  tho  St,  John  of  this  clover 
leaf,  if  the  reader  will  allow  the  oomparisoa; 
always 

'AflrcitoiiKte  ia  Iwk, 
And  laodM  in  aiiiirH*,  h  vol!  Imcoiiim 
&  iii«weag«r  of  gnet  Ut  guiltj  men  ;*       ^ 

good     parts,    having    a    well-cultivated 

mind:    in    conversation     cheerful,    pleasing, 

and   interesting;   and   every  way  a  desirable 

toompanioD.     His  winning  manners  and  shin* 
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ing  talents  secured  for  him  universal  re- 
spect and  esteem,  good  congregations,  and 
what  was  much  more  important,  access  to 
the  hearts  and  consriences  of  tho8e  who 
came  to  hear  him.  He  would  follow  the 
sinner  in  his  devious  paths,  showing  the 
severity  of  God's  holy  law  in  a  manner 
which  made  stout  hearts  to  quail  and  trem- 
ble j  and  then,  with  feelings  and  language 
peculiar  to  himself,  present  to  the  stricken- 
hearted  a  loving  Savior,  and  in  tones  so 
beRee<^liingly  swcwt,  that  the  effect  was  in- 
variably a  congregation  in  penitential  (ears. 
Here  was  the  secret  power  which  he  pos- 
sessed over  an  audience.  All  who  ever 
heard  him,  saw  it — felt  it;  he  alone  seem- 
ed to  be  unconscious  of  it.  But  \9ve  and 
a  childish  good  nature,  like  the  raj-s  of  an 
evening  sun,  resting  quietly  on  his  round 
face,  was  all  that  could  be  seen  of  the 
highly  gifted  mind,  in  the  midst  of 
sinners  crying  for  mercy,  or  saints  shout- 
ing for  joy.  Many  were  awnkened  under 
the  preaching  of  brother  Guething,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland,  and  Virginia. 

"But  withal,   he  was  not  left  without  op*' 
poneiits  iti  the  course  of  his  Gospel  labors 
and  jourueyings.    Having  been   brought  up 
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in  the  Geruiaii  Roformcd  church,  that 
church  was  held  dear  in  his  affections,  nor 
was  this  without  a  return  from  many  mem- 
bers in  that  church,  to  whom  his  preach- 
ing had  been  made  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation.  He  Hkewise  eiyoyed  the  friend- 
ship and  esteem  of  some  of  her  preachers; 
but  from  that  church  came  also  some  of 
his  severest  trials,  by  way  of  opposition 
to  the  work  of  grace  and  the  conversion 
of  the  people.  And  as  opposition  or  perso- 
cution  which  comes  from  those  with  whom 
we  have  been  associated  or  united,  in  natu- 
ral, social,  and  religious  relations,  cute  with 
a  keener  edge,  and  wounds  deeper  than 
when  directed  against  us  from  any  other 
source,  Mr.  Guething,  when  speaking  of  it^ 
while  the  big  teai-s  droj)pt>d  from  his  eyes, 
would  say,  Tor  the  hurt  of  the  daughter 
of  my  people  am  I  hurt.  Oh!  what  a  Sav- 
ior we  have,  and  yet  the  health  of  my 
people  is  not  recovered!' 

"Great  meetings,  such  as  were  inaugurated 
at  Isaac  LongX  were  held  at  an  early 
day,  in  his  immediate  neighborhood,  and 
«>  continued,  fn)m  time  to  time,  while  he 
he  lived,  and  long  after  the  time  of  his 
earthly  life.     Otterbetn  was    nearly  always 
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present  at  those  meetijijrs,  until  infirmity' 
and  age  forbado  nttendaiico.  Brother  Gu6- 
thing's  house  waa  Ottorhein's  retreat, — hia 
head  quarters  when  out  of  Baltimorp.  Per^ 
hai)s  never  loved  two  men  better,  nor  for 
a  longer  period  of  tune,  than  Otterboin 
and  Guething  loved  eaeh  other.  Brother 
Gnething's  was  also  the  council  house  for 
the  preachers,  far  and  near.  He  was  muchj 
looked  to  for  counsel,  for  advice  and  ia- 
fltnietioji;  and  such  was  the  love  toward 
him,  and  the  conlidenec  in  him,  that  his 
word  had  much  of  the  anthority  of  law,, 
and  his  counsel  was  aa  the  counsel  of  the, 
ancients;  and  this  was  given  on  his  part 
with  such  humility  and  tenderness  of  love,, 
that  the  impression  could  never  be  forgot- 
ten nor  effaced.  But  Brother  GucUiiug  waa 
a  man,  nor  is  it  meant  that  he  was  fault- 
less; hut  such  as  he  was,  God  had  niised 
him  up  for  a  great  work.  How  faithfully 
he  performed  the  work  allotted  to  him,  in 
the  history  of  the  Brethren  church,  wag 
exemplified  in  the  forty  years  of  his  illus- 
trious life,  spent  joyfully  in  tho  service  of 
his  Divine  Master."*  We  shall  meet  him 
frequently  in  the  succeeding  pages. 

•  Sp^rUi,  pp.  60,  61,  63. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


OTHER  LA.BORKRS— CHRISTIAN    >T!WCOMER. 

It  is  now  lime  to  direct  atlontion  to  a  very 
important  measure,  adopted  subsequent  to  the 

kgreat  meeting  at  Isaac  Long's, — a  measure 
eridently  sanctioned  by  heaven,  but  which 
brought  upon  Mr.  Ottcrbein  tbo  severest  cen- 

raures,  and  some  of  his  heaviest  persecutions. 
It  relates  to  the  introduction  of  what  has 
been  termed,  in  modern  limes,  a  "lay  min- 
iatry,"  we  prefer  to  designate  it,  a  God-called 
ministry. 

As  already  stated,  although  Mr.  Ottcrbein 
wa»  a  settled  pastor,  yet  he  labored  cxten« 
aively  as  an  erangelist;  and,  during  the  spring 
and  autumn  of  each  year,  especially,  he  held, 
in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Buehm,  many  laj^e 
meetings.  Tbotse  meetings  usually  continued 
from  Saturday  until  Monday;  and  they  were 
the  means  of  salvation  to  hundreds  of  souls. 
People  far  and  near  attended  them;  some  to 
scoff,  but  many  to  hear  and  pray.  Societies 
were   generally    organized   at,    or  near   th? 
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places  where  Ihey  were  held,  which  demanded 
some  kind  of  pastoral  oversight.  And  cases. 
like  the  following,  frequently  occurred.  A 
truly  converted  man,  living  in  the  midst  of 
a  large  community  of  unconverted  church, 
members,  people  and  preacher  alike  btind,- 
hearing  of  a  meeting  to  he  held  by  the  r©>' 
formers,  attends.  To  do  so,  he  travels  twen- 
ty or  thirty  miles.  While  listening  to  the 
word  of  God  from  the  lips  of  Otterbein  and 
Boehm,  tears  of  joy  run  down  his  checkn. 
His  love,  and  faith,  and  zeal,  are  quickened. 
"O  this  precious  Gospel,"  he  says,  "must  be 
preached  to  my  neighbors,"  and  he  entreata 
the  ministers  to  appoint  a  meeting  in  his  barn 
or  woods.  An  appointment  is  made,  and  an- 
other society  is  formed.  Another  man  is  at- 
tracted to  a  great  meeting  by  curiosity;  but  he 
is  awakened  and  converted.  He  goes  home, 
and  tells  his  neighbors  what  God  has  done 
for  him.  The  simple  story  disturbs  the  carnal 
slumbers  of  others,  and  at  length  a  meeting 
for  prayer  is  appointed,  and  a  revival  breaks 
out.  A  converted  preacher  must  be  obtained, 
because  the  "regular"  pastor  has  never  tasted 
redeeming  grace,  and  bitterly  opposes  the 
work.  Urgent  calls  are  therefore  -sent  to  Mr. 
Otterbein  or  to  Mr.  Boehm.    But  these  becume 
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tao  numerous.  More  laborers  must  be  se- 
cured. The  Lord  of  the  harvest  is  entreated 
to  send  them  forth;  and  he  does  send  them 
forth. 

It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  truth,  that  a 
living  church  will  always  have  a  full  supply 
of  living  ministers.  Among  the  converts  to 
Jeaus  of  this  peno<l,  and  of  the  quarter  of  a 
century  following,  proAchors  of  the  Gospel 
were  raised  up  who  would  have  done  Honor 
to  any  church.  Hence,  when  convert*  were 
found  who  were  deeply  pious,  and  had  gifts, 
and  who  felt  moved  upon  by  the  Spirit  to 
exhort  or  preach,  they  were  encouraged  to  go 
forward;  and  af\or  they  had  been  well  tried 
and  approved,  a  license  to  preach,  signed  by 
Mr.  Otterbein  and  Mr.  Boehm,  was  granted 
them.  By  this  moans  the  infant  societies 
were  strengthened,  the  numerous  calls  for 
evangelical  preaching  mnswered,  and  the  word 
of  the  Lord  published  abroad. 

One  of  the  earliest  and  most  successful  of 
these  early  preachers,  was  Chkistian  New- 
00 HER.  He  was  born  in  Lancaster  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  Jan.  21st,  A.  D.  1749.  His  father, 
Wolfgang  Newcomer,  was  a  native  of  Switz- 
erland, but  was  brought  to  this  country  in  hia 
childhood.    His  parents  were  both  pious  mem* 


ti  the  MfBBODite  society,  in  which  were 
te  V  Ibvnd  rptnaina  of  that  ardent  piety 
two  hoMlred  yoars  before,  had  blazed 
^tevwBsIr  nnler  the  labors  of  Mcnno  Si- 
**I  do  recollect,"  says  Mr.  Newooraer, 
Us  jomniil    "perfectly  well,  that   I  hare 
m  tiNU  both  on  their  knees,  uiuny  a  time, 
dM  bed,  offeriiifj  up  prayers  op  even- 
to  God,  although  in  silenoG."  •  • 
Al  *  ««tain  time  I  was  present  when  they 
a   oonversation    respecting    my   grand- 
They  said   she  wns    very   sad    and 
eholy,  in  great  doubts  about  the  salva- 
of  her  soul,  and  in   distress  for  foar  of 
lost;  adding  that  she  ought  not  to  do 
aa^   but  cast  herself  on    the   mercy   of  the! 
Lord  her  God."» 

kThia  conversation  made  a  deep  impressioi 
his  mind.     In  a  sketch  of  his  experience'' 
wpot«: — "Ah!"  said  I  to  myself,  "if  such 
persons  as  my  pious  grandmother,  (for  I  con- 
sidered   her    a    pious    character,)  do  lament 
and  are  in  distress  on  account  of  their  sal- 
vation, what  will  become  of  me?  how  shallj 
I  appear  before  the  great  Judge  of  alt  the] 
universe,  to   give  an    account  of  all  that  I] 

*  Wa  qoole  froca  ku  JcrirotJ^  pobtiahvd  in  1634. 
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bave  done?      This   impression  lasted  a  con- 
siderable time." 

At  a  later  period  ho  wrote: — "0!  how 
many  thoughts  and  dreams  of  judgment  and 
eternity,  disturbed  my  mind.  I  could  see 
no  way  how  I  could  be  saved ;  reasoning 
with  myself  in  this  manner, — where  so  many 
arc  lost,  and  so  few  saved,  thou  also  will 
bo  lost.  This  conclusion  bore  so  heavily  on 
my  mind,  as  to  almost  distract  me;  being  oon- 
rinced  of  my  sad  condition,  and  knowing 
no  way  to  make  my  escape,  or  accomplish 
a  delivery.  In  the  mean  time,  the  grace  of 
God  continued  to  work  powerfully  in  my 
heart.  I  formed  resolution  after  resolution, 
to  forsake  sin  and  do  better,  but,  alas!  all 
availed  not;  before  1  was  aware,  sin  Iwi  me 
captive  again.  Frequently  did  I  endeavor  to 
pray,  in  my  ignorance  of  the  plan  of  salva- 
tion;  williugly  would  I  believe  and  persuade 
myself  that  I  was  one  of  the  happy  number 
which  are  saved.  I  soon  made  the  discovery, 
however,  that  I  still  continued  in  the  captiv- 
ity of  sin  and  Satan,  the  terror  of  a  sin- 
avenging  Grod,  and  the  fear  of  hell;  and  my 
own  turbulent  passions  continued  to  sway  their 
power  without  any  perceivable  abatements  I 
remember  once  being  in   a   field    at  work, 
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when  tlie  grace  of  God  wrought  such  power* 
Hil  conviction  in  my  heart,  that  I  went  down 
on  my  knees  in  a  hollow  place  in  the  field, 
crying  to  the  I^ord  and  saying,  0!  thou  bless- 
ed Savior!  I  will  cheerfully  believe  in  thee, 
for  thou  art  my  Redeemer,  and  I  am  the  jtur- 
chasc  of  thy  most  precious  blood:  but  some- 
thing within  insinuat-cd  doubts,  saying,  how 
canst  thou  believe  thvaclf  one  of  the  redeem- 
cd,  when  thou  knowest  thyself  ensnared  and 
held  in  captivity  by  sin?  Alas!  I  did  not 
know  that  I  dartnl,  or  was  jwrmitted  to 
coiite  to  Jesus  Christ  in  my  miserable  and 
sinful  state. 

"The  conviction  of  my  guilt  and  sin  still 
continued  to  harass  my  poor,  though  sin-sick 
soul,  and  it  appeared  to  mo  that  every  indi- 
vidual oould  read  my  lost  condition  in  legible 
characters  in  my  countenance.  0!  how  often 
have  1  esprcssed  the  wish  that  I  never  had 
been  born;  but  as  yet  I  wag  ignorant  <4 
the   blessed   Redeemer,    tiie   loving  Jesus. 

"Often  did  I  dream  concerning  the  day  of 
judgment:  espettially  did  I  dream  once  of 
standing  on  an  extensive  open,  and  level 
piece  of  ground;  on  all  sides,  and  in  every 
direction,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  pierce, 
there  appeared  a  multitude  of  people;  on  a 
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-sadden  tho  thunders  begun  to  roar  in  a  most 
wondoTfuI  manner,  and  1  thought  the  day 
df  judgment  at  hand.  In  a  moment  1  saw 
the  Lord  Jesua  come  down  from  Heaven 
in  his  glory — methought  he  seized  me  by 
the  arm  and  drew  me  forcibly  to  him ; 
with  this  I  awoke,  and  instantly  leaped  oat 
of  bed;  a  ray  of  hope  darted  through  my 
mind — perhaps,  said  I  to  myself,  there  is  still 
mercy    for   poor,    tmwortliy  me. 

"  Sometime  thereafter,  a  very  heavy  tem- 
pest arose  one  evening,  in  the  western  hort- 
Ton  \  presently  tJie  whole  canopy  of  Heaven 
was  &  black  darkness; — tremendous  thunder 
following,  clap  after  clap,  and  the  forked 
lightning  illuminateil  tho  objects  around  nie, 
making  darknesti  visible: — tbi^  said  I  to 
myself,  is,  perhaps,  the  day  of  judgment, 
of  which  I  have  lately  dreamed.  0 1  what 
anguish,  fear,  and  terror,  took  poascssitm 
of  my  heart ;  I  walked  from  room  to  room, 
tried  to  read  and  to  pray,  all  to  no  pur- 
pose: fear  of  hell  had  seized  on  me,  tho  cords 
of  death  had  wound  about  mc;  I  felt  as  if 
wholly  forsaken,  nor  did  I  know  which  way 
to  turn  J — all  my  prayers  committed  to  mem- 
ory, would  not  avail.  0!  Eternity! — i-ter- 
liity!  I  exclaimed, — which  way  shall  I  fly? 
13 
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The  passage-<loor  of  the  house  stood  open, 
wide;  I  saw  the  rain  pouring  down,  the  light* 
ning  blaze,  and  heard  the  thunders  roar.  I 
ran,  or  rather  reeled,  out  of  the  house  into 
the  yard  a  few  paces,  to  the  garden  fence, 
and  sunk  on  my  knees,  determined  to  give 
myself  wholly  and  without  reserve  to  Jesus, 
the  Savior  and  Redeemer  of  mankind;  sub- 
mitting to  his  will,  and  to  his  will  alone. 

"Having,  in  this  manner,  humbled  myself 
before  my  Lord  and  Master,  unable  to  utter 
a  word,  a  vivid  flash  of  lightning  darted 
across  my  eyes;  at  the  same  instant,  a  clap 
of  thunder.  O!  what  a  clap! — as  it  ceased, 
the  whole  anguish  of  soul  waa  removed;  I 
did  not  know  what  had  happened  unto  me; 
my  heart  felt  glad,  my  soul  was  happy,  my 
mouth  was  filled  with  praises  and  thanksgiv- 
Ing  to  God,  for  what  ho  had  done  for  me,  a 
poor,  unworthy  creature.  I  tliought  if  over 
a  being  in  this  world  had  cause  to  praise 
the  Lord,  1  was  that  creature.  For  several 
nights,  tears  of  gratitude  and  joy  moistened 
my  pillow,  and  I  had  many  happy  hours. 
For  some  time  I  continued  in  this  state  of 
mind;  my  soul  was  happy  when  I  arose  in 
the  morning;  ali  nature  had,  in  my  eyes, 
put  on,  a   different  appearance, — all  things 
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had  become  new,  and  T  was  enabled  to  re- 
joice all  tho  day  long."  This  change  oo- 
eurred  in  1767,  in  the  18th  year  of  his 
ftge.    He  adds: 

"But  by  dt^roes  I  perceived  an  altera- 
tion in  my  mind ;  gradually  I  lost  this 
pleasing  sensation;  fear  returned  again  and 
took  possession  of  my  heart  more  and 
more;  the  confidence  in  God  which  I  for- 
merly was  enabled  to  exercise,  was  lost; 
embarrassment  and  distress  again  occupied 
the  place  in  my  heart  which  they  had  for 
some  time  relinquished. 

"In  this  situation  I  had  a  conversation 
with  an  elder  or  preacher  of  the  Mennonite 
society,  consulting  him,  and  asking  his  ad- 
vice. He  counseled  mo  to  be  baptiKod,  to 
join  the  society,  and  take  the  sacrament.  I 
took  his  friendly  advice,  and  did  as  he  had 
counseled  me  to  do;  but  all  this  did  not  re- 
store to  me  the  joyful  sensation  or  inward 
comfort  which  I  had  lost.  True,  I  was  not 
accused,  nor  did  any  person  even  tnsinuata 
any  thing  derogatory  to  my  religion,  but  I 
knew  and  felt  a  deficiency  of  something 
within." 

Subsequently  ho  was  married,  and  be- 
«arae    engrossed    in  worldly  affairs.      Soon, 
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however,  he  was  again  thoroughly  arou8«J 
from  his  slumbers,  brought  in  penitence  to 
the  dposa,  by  a  severe  judgment  of  Ood, 
and  once  more,  and  ■with  greater  clearness 
thin  evenr  boforei,  the  Spirit  witnessed  to 
his  spirit  that  he  was  a  child  of  God. 
Referring  to  this  return  of  peace  to  his 
goiil,  he  saya: — "In  &  moment  the  peaco  ot 
God  and  pardon  of  my  sins  was  manifested 
to  my  soul,  and  the  Spirit  of  God  bore 
witness  with  my  spirit,  that  God,  for  Je- 
sus' sake,  had  taken  away  the  burthen  of 
my  sins,  and  shed  abroad  his  love  in  my 
poor  unworthy  heart.  0!  thou  glorious  Be- 
ing; how  did  my  sonl  feel  at  the  time? 
Only  thuac  who  have  felt  and  experienced 
the  same  grace,  will  be  able  to  understand 
or  comprehend  what  I  am  about  to  say. 
Yes,  gentle  reader,  if,  at  the  time,  I  could 
have  called  a  thousand  lives  my  own,  I 
would  have  pledged  thcra  all,  every  one  of 
them,  to  testify  to  the  certainty  of  my  ac- 
ceptance with  God.  My  joy,  or  rather  ec- 
atacy,  was  so  great,  that  I  was,  in  some 
measure,  as  one  beside  himself  Not  to 
disturb  those  who  were  in  the  house,  lock- 
ed in  slcop,  I  ran  out  into  the  yard  to 
give    utterance    to    my    feelings.     There   I 
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^ve  g\ory  and  hallelujahs  to  my  Rodoomcr 
with  a  loud  voice.  Sly  whole  lieart  wea 
filled  with  gratitude  to  Ood  and'tho  Lainb. 
.Unto  him  be  all  the  i^raise  and  glory  fur 
ever.  Ameii.  Say  not,  dear  reader,  Ihis  k 
enthusiasm.  Before  this  time,  (but  once)  I 
did  not  know,  nor  did  I  believe  it  jiossi* 
We,  to  experience  the  pardon  of  sin  in 
tiiis  life;  but  now  again  1  was  convinced 
of  the  reality,  although  at  the  time  I 
never  had  yet  heard  tiiis,  what  some  will 
eall,   Methoiliat  doctrine  preached. 

"Several  weeks,  1  am  almost  ready  to 
say,  perhaps  the  most  happy  weeks  of  ray 
life,  passed  away  in  this  happy  mannery 
my  peace  flowing  like  a  river,  an<I  the  love 
of  God  dwelling  in  my  heart.  I  now  felt 
a  desire,  yea,  a  something  within,  urging 
me  to  communicate  this  happiness  to  my 
fellow-creatures.  I  thought  and  believed  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  inform  everj-  individual 
of  the  loving-kindness  of  God,  and  ef*i>eeially 
of  what  he  ha<l  done  for  my  soul;  but  fear 
thot  I  would  be  considered  insane  or  a 
fi>ol,  prevented  my  performing  this  duty. 
Ultimately  I  determined  to  go  to  one  of 
our  preachers,  who  stood  hijrh  in  my  esti- 
mation, and    hold   a  conversation  with    hirti 
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on  tte  subject  I  related  to  him,  with  all 
tho  fervor  of  a  new  convert,  what  the  work 
of  grace  had  accomplished  in  my  soul. 
My  heart  was  full  of  the  love  of  God,  and 
my  expressions  were,  pcrliaps,  rather  fer- 
Tentj  therefore,  he  could  not  understand 
me.  He  thought  mc  hasty;  said  that  I  had 
formed  too  stout  an  opinion  in  this  matter, 
and  might  very  easily  be  in  error  iu  be- 
lieving such  professed  experience. 

"When  I  had  left  him,  and  was  again 
by  myself,  on  my  way  home,  the  enemy 
of  souls  assaulted  me  with  fearful  doubts. 
Only  sec,  whispered  he  to  me,  this  man  is 
a  preacher,  a  pious  character,  and  ia  igno- 
rant of  this  work  of  grace  in  hb  soul, 
koows  nothing  of  the  certainty  of  bis  accept- 
ance with  God.  Who  art  thou?  how  should 
you  know  more  than  this  good  man?  would 
He  bestow  on  you  alone  an  experience  of 
grace  which,  it  appears,  He  withholds  from 
other  pious  persons  and  religious  characters? 
And  yet  I  had  imparted  unto  him  not  near 
all  my  exercises  which  I  intended  to  com- 
municate, because  I  soon  discorerod  that  he 
did  not  understand  me.  It  was  after  darlt 
in  tho  evening;  I  had  eight  miles  to  walk. 
AU  the  way  1  had   to  fight  a  severe  combat 
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with  the  enemy,  being  afraid  I  might  hare 
expressed  the  work  of  grace  in  my  soul  vritb- 
too  much  ardor  and  assurance." 

In  this  unliappy  condition  be  passed  sev- 
eral years,  experiencing,  alternately,  great 
joy,  and  again  passing  days  and  nights  in 
distress  and  agony  of  soul.  He  remarks: 
"I  do  sincerely  believe,  if  I  had  been 
obedient  to  the  call  of  God,  I  should  have 
boen  saved  much  distress  of  mind.  But 
the  office  of  a  preacher  appeared  to  me 
too  important)  too  great,  and  myself  less 
than  notliing." 

While  in  this  conflict  of  mind,  thinking, 
like  Jvtnah,  of  fleeing  to  a  place  of  rest, 
he  removed  to  Washington  county,  Mary- 
land, where,  in  the  good  providence  of  God, 
he  met  with  Otterhein  and  Guething. 
"Frequently,"  he  wrote  in  his  journal,  "I 
heard  them  jjrcach  in  my  own  vicinity, 
their  preaching  making  lasting  impressions 
on  the  hearts  of  their  hearers.  They  in- 
sisted on  the  neoeitaity  of  a  genuine  re- 
pentunce  and  conversion  to  God,  in  the 
knowledge  and  pardon  of  sins  past.  Their 
preaching  appeared  to  be  owned  and  bless- 
ed of  God.  Many  were  awakened  from 
their  sleep  of  ain  and  death,  wore  brought 
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from  darkness  to  lights  and  from  the  power 
of  sin  and  SatAn  to  God,  found  the  pearl 
of  great  price,  and  adhered  to,  and  follow- 
ed the  doctrine  which  they  preached. 
These  they  formed  into  societies,  and  for 
the  time  being,  were  called  hy  some,  'Ot- 
terbeiiCs  peoph.'  Wliereas,  these  men  preach- 
ed the  same  doctrine  which  I  had  expe- 
rienced,  »nd  which,  according  to  my  views- 
and  diseernment,  perfectly  agreed  «nth  tho 
doctrine  taught  by  Jesus  Christ  and  his 
apostles;  therrfore,  I  associated  myself  with 
them,  and  joined  their  society,  and  was 
blessed." 

His  doubts,  in  relation  to  the  validity  of 
his  call  to  the  ministry,  were  now  all  re* 
moved,  and  he  was  kindly  pressed  to  make-| 
Qie  effort  to  speak  to  the  people  publicly. 
He  did  so,  beginning  by  the  relation  of 
his  own  experience.  He  says,  in  his  jour- 
nal:— 

"I  stammered  this  o»t  as  well  as  I  had 
ability,  and  could  not  restrain  my  tears, 
beseeching  the  people  to  embrace  in  Christ 
the  offered  mercy.  This  had  a  good  effecrt; 
many  tears  were  shed,  and  conTiotions  en- 
sued. In  this  discharge  of  my  doty,  which 
I  believe  I  owed    to    God  and    my  fellow- 
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men,    a    seme    of    the    divine    approbation 
rested  od  my  mind." 

"Thus,  a  door  was  effectually  opened  be» 
fore  him  to  preach  the  unaearchaMe  riches 
«f  Christ;  and  he  was,  indeed,  a  chosen 
iteeael  of  the  Lord,  aa  his  subsequent  la* 
bora  Boost  amply  prove.  Though,  in  some 
respects,  less  than  Otterbein,  Guething,  or 
Boehm,  nevertheless,  take  him  as  he  was, 
ire  are  justified  in  saying  of  him,  that  the 
grace  of  God  was  not  bestowed  on  him  in 
vain,  for  ho  labored  more  abundantly,  jour- 
neyed more,  preached  more  frequently,  and 
visited  more  extensively.  Ho  was  just  the 
man,  by  nature  and  by  grace,  for  his  place. 
Tall  in  stature,  of  a  commanding  figure, 
and  a  keen  visage,  a  voice  moderately 
sirong,  and  if,  at  times,  interrupted  fur  a 
moment  by  a  slight  impediment  in  hitt 
speech,  it  but  hightened  the  effect  of  hia 
preaching,  drawing  the  attention  of  the  au- 
dience only  nearer  to  the  speaker,  afford- 
ing him  an  opportuuity  to  draw  the  Gospel 
net  xaoTc  effectually  aroood  them,  and  thus 
secure  a  larger  draught.  From  first  to  laat^ 
and  for  many  years,  Mr.  Newcomer  made 
proof  of  his  miuiatry,  in  all  tilings 
lowing  himself  a  pattern   of  good   works. 


2i/2 


HISTORY    OF    THE 


'In  doctrine  he  was    pure,    ^ave,  aud    sin< 
cere.      He  was    succossful  ia  wiuiiitig  aoula 
Up  Christ,  and    unremitting  in    Lis     labors, 
being    often    and    suddenly  called    upon    toi 
attend  meetings  appointed  without  his  knowUJ 
t-dge,   to  reach  some    of  which,  he  had  tOi 
travel  one    hundred    and    more  miles.     To| 
(hi   this  required,  on    his    part,    much   acl& 
denial  and    sacrifice    of    domestic    interests, 
«iiioh  brought  him  often    into  great  straits 
and  sore  confiicts.      But   he    said    he   had 
promised  to  be    obedient    to    God,   and  the 
brethren,   so    none   of    these    things  moved 
him  from  his  purpose  of  preaching  Christ. 
His  burning  zeal  would  give  him   no  rest, 
in  season    nor    out    of    season ;     neither    ia 
summer    nor    winter.      He    was    sometimes 
heard  to  say,    'Well,  this  is  hard,  but  the 
salvation  of  one  soul  outweighs  it  all;   let 
me  go.'     Often  he  was  compelled  to  make 
forced  rides,  to  expose    his    persoa   in   the 
most  inclement  season  of    the  year,  and  ia 
the  stages  of  high  water;  but  none  of  these] 
things    oould    check    him    in    his    course.'M 
Mr.   Spayth  says:     "When  I  was   traveling] 
Susquehanna  Circuit,  in  the    year  1812,  in 
the  depth  of   winter,  of   cold  and  snow,   T 
had  a  meeting    in    Berks    county.     While 
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preaching,  Brotlior  Xewcomer's  tall  figure 
made  its  appoaraacu  at  tlio  door.  I  beck- 
oned to  bim  to  como  to  the  stauU;  but 
the  room  being  crowded,  ho  remained 
where  be  was,  and,  without  leaving  the 
door,  closed  the  meeting  with,  a  very  im- 
pressive exhortation,  singiug,  and  prayer. 
Aftei-  the  bouodiction,  the  audience  began 
to  disperse.  Now  was  JTewcomer's  time; 
lie  shook  hands  with  one,  and  then  viitlt 
another,  addresaing  some  by  name;  and 
exhorted  alt,  both  young  and  old,  with  a 
Toice  and  visage  as  spiritual  and  holy  aa 
if  he  had  just  dropped  down  from  the 
court  of  heaven.  Many  began  to  weep,  and 
a  gracious  and  powerful  blessing  was  ex* 
perienoed.  Thus,  often,  when  it  was  thought 
that  he  was  far  away,  he  would  drop  in 
to  meetings,  untookcd  for;  but  his  advent 
was  every-where  and  always  hailed  with 
joy,  for  Grod  of  a  truth  was   with  him."* 

Such  was  Christian  Newcomer,  one  of 
Otterbein's  earliest  and  most  efficient  he1p< 
crs,  raised  up  and  put  into  the  mintstiH/  on 
Ood'a  plan.  But,  in  the  estimation  of  the 
High-oburchmen  of  his  day,  he  was  an 
"irrtguiar"  minister,  and    his  admieaion  to 

•  SpiTlli,  pp.  CT,  W,  6^ 
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the  sacred  office  one  of  Mr.  OttorbeSn*- 
gravest  offonacs.  But  Mr.  O.  listened  <o 
the  Toice  of  (Jed,  and  obediently  followed 
it,  and  thus  another  important  step  in  th* 
reformation   was  taken. 
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CHAPTER  VIII.  ~ 

t-l^BORERS — HENDEL   AKD  OTHEB3,  AIf»  THE 
UBtBODISrs. 

In  November,  1766,  Mr.  Ottorbein  closed 
bis  labors  at  Frederick,  and  took  chai^  of 
the  Reformed  congregation  in  York,  Pa., 
from  which  he  had  received  a  regular  call. 
At  York  he  remained  about  nine  years,  in- 
clusive of  a  year  and  a  half,  in  1770-71, 
spent  on  a  riait  to  the  land  of  his  nativ- 
ity. This  was  the  last  Reformed  congrega- 
tion of  which  he   waa  ever  pastor. 

As  we  have  seen,  each  year  added  to 
his  influence  and  responsibilities,  outside  of 
the  particular  church  of  which  ho  had  the  pas- 
toral care;  and,  also,  to  the  obatacles  thrown 
in  his  iray  by  the  Refonned  ccetus  or 
ajTiod  of  Pennsylvania,  with  which  he  was 
officially  connected.  In  a  succeeding  chap* 
ter  we  shall  see  that,  on  his  removal  from 
York    to    RaUimore,  in    1774,  he  virtually 
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dissolved  his  connection  %vith  the  Reformedi 
coeiiia,  estjiblished  a  church  independent  of 
the  ccetus,  and  publicly  and  officially  com- 
mitted himself,  and  his  congregation  in 
Baltimore,  to  the  people  who,  soon  after, 
were  regularly  organized  under  the  name, 
"United  Brethren  in  Christ."  Toward  this 
consummation,  things  had  heen  inevitably 
tending  from  the  period  of  his  oonversion, 
but  more  directly  and  rapidly  since  the 
union  formed  with  Boehm,  at  Isaac  Long's. 

That  we  may  thoroughly  understand  Afr. 
Otterbein's  history,  and  the  eircumstanoes 
under  which  ho  became  entirely  separated 
from  the  Reformed  church,  it  is  necessary 
that  wo  recur  again  to  some  facta  already 
adduced,  inquire  particularly  into  the  char- 
acter of  the  Reformed  coetos  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  notice  the  rise  of  the  Method- 
ists in  this  country,  and  his  relations  with 
them. 

As  to  the  masses  of  the  members  of  tha 
Reformed  church,  it  is  evident  that  they 
were  unregenerate  persons,  knowing  nothing 
of  the  new  birth  or  a  change  of  heart. 
Even  Dr.  Nevin  admits  that  Mr.  Otterbein 
was  driven  into    the  measures  he  adopted. 
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"by  the  cold  and  AdAd  temper  which  he 
found  generally  prevalent  in  the  church,* 
The  same  was  true  of  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  c<etus.  They  had  not  ex* 
perienced  the  life  of  God  in  the  soul,  and 
hence  could  not  sympathize  with  Mr.  Otter- 
boin,  nor  appreciate  his  labors;  iudcinl,  they 
were  impelled,  by  the  state  of  their  hearts, 
to  oppose,  and,  in  many  instances,  to  perse- 
cute him. 

But  this  is  only  a  partial  view  of  the 
case.  A  small  minority  of  the  members,  in 
many  of  the  congr^ations,  were  truly  spir- 
itual people.  This  was  tho  case  at  Lancas- 
ter, Frederick,  York,  Tulpchockcn,  Philadel- 
phia, and  elsewhere.  Some  of  these  had 
been  converted  in  Europe;  others  under  the 
labors  of  the  spiritual  men  who  went  out 
under  the  direction  of  the  "Church  of  God 
in  the  Spirit;"  and  others  still,  were  the 
fi-uit  of  the  labors  of  Mr.  Otterbein,  and 
those  ministers  who  sympathized  with  him. 

A  minority  of  the  coetus  were  also  truly 
converted  men.  Prominent  among  these  was 
the  distinguished  Dr.  Hendel,  sen,,  whose 
sister  Mr.  Otterbein  marrictl.  He  was  a 
native  of  the  Palatinate;  reached  this  coun- 
■  98  Lml  w  a«id.  cu. 
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try  in  1764,  and   labored  in  Lancaster,  Tut, 
pehocken,  and  at  Philadelphia,  where  he  died] 
of  yellow  fever  in  1798.     He  was  a  man  of 
profound  learning  and  unaffectod  piety.    With 
Mr.   Otterbein   ho   labored    indofatigably    toi 
promote  spirituality  in  the  church.     He   wad 
peculiarly  gifted    and    powerful    in    prayer, 
and  &  great  lover  of  prayer-nie«ting8.      John 
Christian  Stahlschmidt  says  of  bim:     "This 
man  is  one  of  the  best  preachers   that  I  be- 
came acquainted  with  in  America.      He  pos- 
sesses much    Roionce   and    knowledge;    and, 
without  any  sectarian  or  party  spirit,  he   is, 
in   heart,   consecrated   to  the  cause  of  true 
godliness."*      Hendel    and    Ottorbein    wcr»j 
men    of  one  spirit,  and   labored   together  in 
unity  and  love. 

Next  among  the  list  of  Mr.  Otterbein'a 
oo-laborers  and  friends  in  the  ccettis  we 
must  place  Daniel  W'agxer.  Mr.  Wag- 
ner was  born  near  DiUonburg,  the  hom©"^ 
of  the  Ottorbein  family;  and,  when  he  was 
only  two  years  old,  his  parents  emigrated 
to  this  country.  He  was  raised  upon  a 
farm,  studied  theology  under    Dr.   Hendel.f 

•  Hlgor-lioiM  ta  WaMor  uad  n  Lud,  p.  991.     Quoted  b;  Har- 
bkngh.  p.   137. 
t  Bishop  AtbuT'  dMomlHiM  |fi.  WagMt  *  pupil  of  Mr.  OUar- 
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and  entered  the  ministry  in  1771.  His 
pupil,  Dr.  Mayer,  bcara  the  following  testi- 
mony to  his  character  as  a  Christian  and 
minister  of  Christ,  all  of  which  is  corrob- 
orated by  other  witnessai: — "He  was  a  holy 
man.  "Whoever  had  intercourse  with  him 
had  abundant  reason  to  know  that  in  him 
•the  old  man'  was  conquered.  *  •  Espe- 
cially did  he  love  the  souls  of  men,  and 
travailed  for  their  salvation.  •  •  As  a 
Christian,  he  was  a  true  follower  of  bis 
Lord  and  Savior.  He  did  not  consume  him- 
self in  idle  questions  and  disputations,  or 
in  sectarian  zeal,  for  words  or  opinions;  for 
he  felt  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  in 
word,  but  in  power.  His  piety  was  .  .  . 
lively,  earnest,  and  full  of  feeling — the  re- 
ligion of  the  living,  not  of  the  dead.  •  • 
As  a  preacher,  he  had  many  excellencies. 
He  received  the  word  from  God's  mouth, 
and  proclaimed  it  in  his  fear.  Hence,  his 
sermons  were  full  of  wisdom  and  power."* 
Suflh  was  Daniel  Wagner,  the  steadfast 
friend  and  co-laborer  of  William  Otterbein. 
He  died  in  York  in  1810. 

hdn-  TUs  •eemt  to  lie  •□  ^rror.  Il  is  powmIiIf,  Itowcvcr.  tk&I  lie 
did  ■pnid  oonir  lime  with  Hr.  0>  duriDg  the  period  of  hU  prrjiarK- 
lioi)  fat  iha  lainutry. 

*  Funeral  temiim  hj  Dr.  Majvt. 
14 
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John  Christlln  Stabxschmiot,  also,  de- 
serves a  place  among  the  friends  and  co- 
laborers  of  Otterbein  in  the  coetoit.  While 
in  his  minority,  residing  with  his  £ather  in 
Germany,  about  the  year  1758,  he  was 
brought  to  an  experimental  knowledge  of 
Christ  Jeaus.  His  uncle  was  a  Pietist,  and 
through  his  exhortations,  and  by  tlio  peru- 
sal of  Jacob  Bochm's  "Way  to  Christ,"  he 
was  strengthened  and  confirmed  in  a  holy 
life.  His  father,  being  a  Christian  of  Uie 
popular  German  type,  was  incensed  at  his 
new  experience,  and  mode  of  life,  and  espe- 
cially at  his  sympathy  for  the  hated  Piet- 
ists; and,  although  his  son  had  now  reached 
his  nineteenth  year,  he  whipped  him  with 
&  rod  until  he  extorted  from  him  a  prom- 
ise that  he  would  separate  himself  from 
the  Pietists  while  he  remained  at  home. 
Kot  being  at  rest  under  the  tyranny  of  his 
churchly  father,  he  fled  to  Amsterdam, 
Holland,  where  he  became  a  sailor  on  a 
vessel  in  the  East  India  trade.  After  many 
years,  he  returned  home,  was  kindly  re- 
ceived by  his  father,  and  engaged  in  busi- 
ness with  his  pious  uncle.  During  all 
time  his  love  to  Christ  suffered  no  abate-1 
meat    "Ohl"  he  would   exclaim,   "is  theraj 
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here  already  so  much  penee,  rest,  and 
blessedness,  in  Jesus  and  his  communion? 
What  will  once  be  ours  in  eternity?" 
Speaking  of  a  wood  near  his  place  of  busi- 
ness with  his  uncle,  he  wrote: — "Oh!  how 
many  blessed  hours  did  I  spend  here,  in 
sweet  communion  with  my  divine  Saviorl 
Hia  lore  animated  my  whole  heart  I  often 
Ured  more  in  eternity  than  in  time."  la 
the  year  1770,  he  came  to  America,  and, 
at  the  residence  of  Rev.  Mr.  Stoy,  ho 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  Otterbein.  En 
compliance  with  an  invitatiou  from  Otter- 
bein, he  visited  York,  and  remained  M-ith 
him  six  weekH,  during  which  time  he  occa- 
sionally preached.  By  the  recommendation 
of  Mr.  0.,  he  went  to  Tulpehocken,  to  as- 
sist Mr.  Heodel  in  bis  large  field.  With 
such  spirits  as  Otterbein  and  Hendel  he 
feH  qaite  at  home.  After  spending  nine 
years  in  America,  he  returned  to  Europe. 
He  was  deeply  interested  in  the  reformatioft 
of  religion  which  was  in  progress  in  this 
country,  and,  aiter  his  return,  to  Europe, 
kept  up  a  correspondenoe  with  Otter- 
bein and  Wagner.  He  died  in  peace  in 
1826.  He  was  a  steadfast  and  enlightened 
friend  of  Je«U8. 
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These  ministers,  and  some  others  of  like 
Epirit,"  were  the  unswerving  friends  of  Mr. 
Otterbein;  and,  although  they  were  unable 
to  control  the  ccetus,  they  exerted  a  good 
influence  for  the  truth  and  for  piety.  But 
they  were  a  cause  of  no  little  inconvenience 
and  discomfort  to  those  members  of  the 
<!<Btu8  who  were  hostile  to  evangelical  re- 
ligion. Otterbein  and  Guething,  especially, 
were  a  source  of  constant  agitation  and  griev- 
ance to  the  anti-evangelical  party.  Great 
efforts  were  made,  from  time  to  time,  to 
purge  out  the  evangelical  element,  and  nu- 
merous and  painful  difficulties  resulted 
therefrom.  In  some  cliurches,  the  evangel^ 
ical  party  were  in  the  ascendency;  in  oth- 
ers the  anti-evangcIical  party  hod  entire 
>coi)trol  i    and    in    a    few    cases    they    were 

•  Her.  AxmasTT  BAvn,  alM,  ileMiTM  boDanble  nioDtiaD  mdods 
ILb  Uwr  frlvncUof  Hr.  Ollcrbcin.  tnd  of  tJip  Unitnti  Brcrthrtii.     H« 
wiw  ft  DfttiTi;  of  Gunnaitv.  but  came  !■>  P«itiiiylv»nl«  in  Ijoyhmal,     Ba 
rtiii3ic()  lliM-lfigy  nnder  Dr.  Hendri.  »tid  ww  liccnW  to  proftch  In 
1767.     K*  prmcliad  In  nairiHburg,  Cai'lUIo.  mai  cWirLorr  in  Pctuii- 
tjlvftfiim.  uuiil  1W4,  whm  he  remo»Lii  lo  Ihe  Stale  of  New  Yortt," 
wWm  Itc  n-iD>int^l   iiiiUl   lii*  Ae»flt  M.t  ui  advanMi)  tg*.      l>r.  Hoi.' 
ftnatlno  dcncriba  him  h  "UJI,  slim,  meager,  (UHt  coRuplnion*!!, 
will)  ■  1«rg*  wquiline    dom  "     Ouofhin;.    Newcomer,    ai'il   ot)ii*r 
BfethreTi  pr^^tinti",  ^me  ofli-o   lii*il(-(1  tn  hb  ohartt.  uid   found  lug 
Ub  oodrty.    In  r9f<.  ho  aLtviiiM]  a  mMCing  id  a  MrnnnniEit  cbursbj 
Willi  Ourlhing  and  [frvo'iniw       SborUy  afief,  flia««c«arfetl'-t*  »i»-J 
iUdhintt  CtrluUo.  lodged  wilh  him,  Bndpwwli-Nl  alhiacburch. 


II>.TED    BRETRB£X    IX    CHRXST.   21S 

aloiit  e<(ually  divUleJ.  One  case  may  ba 
seleclcd,  uut  of  many  which  aro  accessible, 
as  aa  illuHtnLtion  uf  these  reniarlcs.  Dr. 
Helfunsteia  relates  Ihe  following  facta  con- 
cerning one  of  the  oldest  Refortnod  congre- 
gations,— the  congregation  wliich  had,  fur 
many  years,  enjuycd  the  ministrations  of 
Henry  Antes: — "In  the  year  1790,  my  fa- 
ther, minister  in  Qcrmantown,  departed  thU 
life.  An  invitation  was  sent  to  Ker.  An- 
thony  Hautz,  to  visit  that  church.  Tie  did 
so.  They  gave  him  a  call:  he  accepted  it, 
returned  home,  and,  shortly  afterwards,  gave 
them  notice  that  he  declined  it.  The  rea- 
son  he  gave  was,  that,  if  the  Rev.  Uelfeu- 
stein  had  bis  difficulties  in  the  congrega- 
tion,  how  could  he  be  able  to  manage 
them?  The  diffkuUiea  were  the  pragcr-meet- 
ings  that  vere  at  tAat  time  introduced  into 
the  congregation.  There  was  then  a  great 
revival  In  the  church;  numbers  were  awak- 
ened, and  met  together  in  prayer-meetings: 
to  this  there  was  great  opposition,  and 
caused  much  commotion  in  the  congrega- 
tion." 

During  the  period  of  Mr.  Ottcrbein's  la- 
bors at  York,  other  evangelical  co-laborers 
made  their  appearance  in  this  country;  and, 
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as  Mr.  0.,  true  to  the  spirit  of  Jesus,  r» 
«?eived  them  as  brethi-eu,  and  became  associ- 
ated with  them  in  the  work  of  refommtion, 
the  breach  between  himself  and  the  adverse 
party  of  the  eoetus  was  greatly  widened 
thereby.      These    new  co-lnborora  were  called 

MKTUonJSTS. 

In  the  year  176o,  some  Irish  families,  who 
Lad  been  members  of  Mr.  Wesley's  societiea 
in  Great  Britain,  settled  in  JTew  York. 
Among  them  was  Mr.  Philip  Embury,  who 
had  been  authorised  to  preach,  as  a  local 
minister,  before  his  removal  to  this  comitry. 
These  emigranis,  as  is  too  often  the  cpae 
with  Christians  who  remove  to  a  new  coua- 
try,  neglected  the  means  of  grace,  became 
careless  in  regard  to  their  soul's  beat  inter- 
est, and  were  on  the  point  of  making  ship- 
wreck of  fiiith  entirely.  Mr.  Emburj-,  the 
local  preacher,  had  so  far  apostatized  and 
forgotten  the  solemn  responsibilities  of  a 
Christian  minister,  that  he  joined  with  aomo 
of  his  brethren  in  card-playing  for  a  pa»- 
timew 

Happily  for  these  wandering  sheep,  a  &m- 
ily  of  Hecks  came  over  the  following  year. 
Philip  and  Barbara  Heck  were  warm-hearted 
Chridtiaos,  not  easily  moved  away  from  the 
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faith  and  hope  of  tho  Qospet  This  was  e»> 
pecially  true  of  Barbara.  Fiading  out,  soon 
«A«r  her  arrival,  the  sad  iilate  of  things 
in  the  little  colony  of  Mothodists,  her  spirit 
was  stirred  witltin  her;  and  when  she  aa- 
oertaiiied  where  Mr.  Embury  and  hin 
hrethreii  mci  to  play  instead  of  to  pray, 
she  made  it  her  busincsa  to  go  in  suddenly 
upon  thvm,  and,  aeizing  the  carJa,  ahe  in* 
digaaiitly  threw  them  into  the  fire;  then, 
turniug  to  Mr.  E.,  she  said:  "You  must 
jtreacb  to  us,  or  we  shall  aU  go  to  hell 
together,  and  Gkid  will  require  our  blood 
at  your  hands!" 

This  r«solute  conduct  and  stem  rebuke 
of  a  woman  of  strong  faith  and  deep  piety, 
aroused  Hr.  Embury  at  otioe  to  a  sense 
of  hts  danger  and  duly;  and,  shortly  aflei*-. 
ward,  he  preacho<l,  in  his  own  house,  to  a 
congregation  of  iive  persons,  the  tirst  Meth- 
odbt  sermon  delivered  in  America.  A  so- 
ciety was  organized  in  1766;  and,  in  17&S, 
A  good  house  of  worship  was  erected. 
While  the  house  of  worship  was  going  up, 
a  letter  was  sent  to  Mr.  Wesley,  entreat- 
ing him,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  to 
send  them  a  preacher.  In  this  letter  they 
say  to  Mr.  W.  and  the  conference,  that,  in 
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case  the  means  for  the  payment  of  the- 
preacher's  passage  to  America  can  not  bo 
raised  in  Englnnd,  *'we  unll  sell  our  coatt 
and  sMrt^  to  procure  it." 

Mr.  Wesley  was  not  slow  in  answering' 
this  earnest  cry  for  help  from  the  New 
World.  Richard  Boardman  and  Joseph 
Pillmore,  volunteering  their  services,  wera 
first  sent  over.  After  these,  came  Robert 
Williams  and  John  King,  and  others;  and, 
in  the  year  1771,  Mr.  Aabury  waa  author- 
ized, by  Mr.  Wesley,  to  come  over  and 
superintend  the  whole  work.  Thus  waa 
Methodism,  which  has  esertwl  a  wide  and 
powerful  influence  upon  the  religious  history 
of  America,  established. 

The  Methodist   preachers   of  this    period 
were  remarkably  plain,  humble,  and  zealous 
men.     They  were  severe  in  their  condemna- 
tion  of    pride   in    dress   and    rain   display. 
Notes   like    the    following   are    interspersed 
through   Mr.   Asbury'a  journal:     "Here  (at 
Richard  Owing's)  we  had   Dr.  Warfuld,  andi 
several   polite   people,   to  dine  with   us,      I' 
spoke  to  the  ladies   about    head-dresses;    but 
the   Doctor  vindicated   them,  obacrviog  that 
religion  did  not  consist  in    dress.      I    quotedj 
the  words  of  St  Peter."     They  were,  geiw 
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ally,  what  are  called  uneducated  men,  and. 
unsparing  in  their  denunciations,  not  of  col- 
leges and  of  education,  but  of  a  '*coUege>bred 
miniatry."  This  brought  upon  them  th© 
charge  of  ignorance,  and  of  opposition  to 
learning.  Passages  like  the  following  are 
found  in  the  journal  before  quoted:  "Rcfora 
preaching  in  Kent  county,  one  Mr.  R,,  a 
church  minister,  came  to  me  and  desired  to 
know  who  I  was.  He  spoke  great  swelling 
words,  charged  me  with  making  schism,  and 
told  me  that  I  hindered  the  people  from  their 
work.  I  aaked  him  if  fairs  and  horse-races 
did  not  hinder  them?  He  said,  'WTiat  did 
you  come  for?'  I  replied,  'To  turn  sinners 
to  God.'  He  said,  'I  can  do  that  as  well  as 
you.'  I  told  him  I  had  authority  from  God. 
He  then  laughed  at  me,  and  said,  'You  are 
a  flue  fellow,  indee<l!*  I  began  to  preach 
and  urge  the  people  to  repent  After 
preaching,  the  parson  went  out^  and  told  the 
people  they  did  wrong  in  coming  to  hear 
me;  and  said  I  spoke  against  learning; 
whereas,  I  only  spoke  to  this  purpose,  that, 
when  a  man  turned  from  all  sin,  he  would 
adorn  every  character  in  church  and  state." 
With  these  men,  Ottcrbein,  Boehm, 
Schwope,    Guething,    Newcomer,    and  other 
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XjQited  Brethren  ministers,  formed  an  early 
and  moat  cordial  Chriatiau  fellowship.  Mr. 
Aabury  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Schwope, 
and,  through  him,  with  Mr.  Otterbein,  in 
in  1771,  tiie  year  of  his  arrival  in  this  coun- 
try; and  he,  ever  aftenvard,  cultivated  their 
aoquaintanoe,  and  embraced  every  6tvora.ble 
opportunity  of  eiyoyiiig  their  society.  Hia 
lore  and  veneration  for  Mr.  Otterbein  wera 
great  Ai  one  time,  he  tells  ua^  ia  his  joup. 
tial,  he  had,  with  Mr.  O.,  "a  blessed  and  r» 
freaking  time,"  and  "spent  the  aflemoMi 
with  him."  This  was  in  177&.  A  year 
later,  he  says,  "  Returned,  on  Wednesday,  to 
Baltimore^  and  spent  some  time  with  Mr. 
Otterbein.  There  are  very  few  with  whom 
I  can  find  so  much  unity  and  &eedom  ia 
conversation  as  with  hijuo."  In  1784,  he 
■says:  "Sunday,  20lh,  I  attempted  to  preach 
at  Newtown.  I  raged  and  threatened  the 
people,  and  was  afraid  it  ww  spleen.  I 
found,  however,  that  Mr.  Otterbein  had  d»B« 
the  same  a  litUe  time  before."  In  1813^ 
not  to  Icn^bcn  thcae  notices,  he  says— '^A 
heavy  ride  brought  us  to  Baltimore.  I  gav» 
an  evening  to  the  great  Ottwbein.  I  found 
hiro.  pl;»cid  and  happy  in  God."* 

•  Tfalf  WH  at  tbe  tiaie  whto.  Kacvdiiif  to  Mr.  Hirtwisli,  OUu> 
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In  Qcarlj  all  tko  coinmuaities  where  the 
Germau  language  was  si>okcn,  in  the  Slates 
of  Punu&ylvaoia,  Alarylaud,  Mi^  Virginia,  the 
TXnitod  Brethren  preachers,  as  we  have  al- 
ready soon,  preceded  the  ACethodistfi,  and 
were  in  advance  of  them  several  years;  and 
vheu  the  latter,  under  the  energetic  superin* 
tosdence  of  Francis  Aabury,  pushed  their 
-vray  into  the  German  settlomunts  and  tuvrnii, 
the  Brethren  were  the  first  to  receive  them 
into  their  houses,  to  welcome  them  as  am- 
baaudors  of  Christ,  and  to  afford  them  op> 
povtunity  and  facilities  for  preaching  the 
Oospel,  and  extending  among  them  the  liiog' 
dom  of  Christ.  This  they  did  gladly,  b& 
cause  the  Methodists  preached,  with  power 
and  much  assurance,  a  living  Gospel,— a  liv- 
ing and  hcart-fcit  religion;  the  ver}'  Oi^pe! 
—the  same  religion — which  they  had  experi- 
enced, and  for  which  they  had  suffered  no 
little  persecution. 

Many  c:  the  Brethren,  it  is  true,  under- 
Bbood  the  English  language  but  imperfectly; 
yet  they  could  see  with  their  eyes^  and  feel 
in   their     hearts,    that    God   was    with    the 

brio  WM  "■ilcntl;  mouruiiig"  or«t  ibe  gvMi  mUukd*  bo  had  mrd- 
tnJMd  in  "tb*  heat  «f  formet  entliiiaiMai"  in  Uta  rrriiol  moTciBeiiCl 
Mr,  Atbury  did  not  find  liim  iu  s  peniiautikl   mood,  how«var,  bat 
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Methodist  evangelists;  and  when  they  wit- 
nessed the  oouversion  of  souls  under  their 
ministr)',  their  joy  knew  no  bounds,  and  they 
regarded  them  as  brethren  in  the  Lord. 

It  is  not  9ur{>rising.  then,  that  they  should 
extend  a  hearty  greeting  to  a  body  of  £ng^ 
lish  ministers,  admirably  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  the  English-speakiojj  people,  who 
were  holy,  humble  men,  baptized  with  the 
same  Spirit,  and  drinking  at  the  same 
fountain  with  themselves,  and  who  were 
raising  up  societies  of  zealous  and  devoted 
Christians.  A  mutual  confidence  and  friend- 
ship ensued,  which  was  of  great  advan 
to  the  cause  of  religion,  and  the  extensioa 
of  the  reign  of  grace.  For  a  long  period, 
Methodists  and  Brethren  flowed  sweetly  to- 
gether, and,  in  their  public  assemblies  and 
great  meetings,  knew  no  difference.  They 
preached  and  prayetl,  sang  and  shouted, 
together,  and  witnessed  the  moet 
dinary  outpourings  of  the  Spirit 
upon  many  people,  &&  the  result 
united  labors.* 

Mr.    Spayth,    who    participated 
scenes    which     he    describes,   says: 


extraon. 

of    God 

of    tlieir 

in     fh«j 


coo- 


feaa  it  is  hard  for  me  to    get    away  ftonii 


•  SpkjrD),  pp.  M,  81. 
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thia  sunny  spot  The  same  love,  I  trust, 
still  burns  within  my  breast;  and  I  can 
look  back,  and  yot  sec,  as  if  it  were  yes- 
terday, the  smite,  the  cordial  shake  of  the 
hand,  (hands  now  cnld  in  death  while  mine 
tremblingly  traces  these  Jines)  the  hearty 
and  joyous  welcome,  when  Methodists  and 
United  Brethren  met.  Their  voices,  min- 
gled in  songs  of  praise,  their  hallelujahs 
often  repeated,  continue  to  ring  In  my 
ears;  and,  while  I  write,  they  thrill  my 
soul  afresh.  Whenever  my  mind  reverts  to 
those  scenes,  an  angel  seems  to  whisper, 
it  was  then 

That  lt(  Dornlng  tun  —ng  iog«lb«r. 
Aod  til  th»  KOI  ot  Ood  ihoattd  for  Ja;. 

Then  th««*»  no  iniquitj  in  Jxxib, 

Kor  parrcnenosa  in  Inrwl  : 

Tba  Lord  bii  Ood  v%a  wlili  htm, 

And  ilia  ihoat  of  •  kisg  ««i  aisvng  Uicoi."* 

In  all  fundamental   matters,  the  Method- 
ts    and    the    United    Brethren    in    Christ 

■  "Om  of  the  eldere  vbo  Mninted  *t  the  eaowcruJou  at  Ur.  A^ 

Imi7  Vai   Ui«  hrr.  Mr.  Ottmbein.       Il>T[Qg  c^ijja}-«]  an  intimate  ao- 

qiivlntcDM  viib  UiU  piouB  »d<]  evtuigcUcal  minUtcr  of  Jrsaa  Obrial, 
«nd  baring  full  fdlovihlp  witit  bira  m  *  Ubarionn  Miranl  of  Ood, 
Ui.  Aabuij  re^uoBtcd  that  liu  might  be  »i»ocl»Iad  with  Dr.  Coke  and 
ib«otbac  riden.  in  llir  pct^oTmuied  of  [hi«  nolcmn  cereirionj."  Dr. 
BaoE**  Bbui7  U.  E.  Cbureli.  Vol.  I.  p.  IS6.  Mr.  A.  ww  urdaiMd 
bj  Dr.  Oglce,  ttMhaid  VbtKeU.  and  WUluiB  Ouaflmin,  Dw.  3Tib. 
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agreed  perfectly.  There  were  some  things, 
however,  which  prevented  the  two  socie- 
tiw,  at  the  early  period  under  oonsidora- 
tion,  from  flowing  into  one.  The  Method- 
ists were  still  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Episcopal  church,,  and  received  from  the 
minii>ter3  of  that  church  the  ordinances  of 
Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper.  Mr.  As- 
hury  appears  to  have  been,  for  a  number 
of  years,  a  very  strenuous  Episcopalian, 
and  sharply  rebuked  some  of  his  cu-labor- 
era,  who,  unwilling  to  receive  the  sacra- 
menta  ai  the  hauda  of  unrenewed  clergy- 
men, many  of  whom  were  the  most  bitter 
opposers  of  the  revival,  administered  them 
themselves,  or  received  them  from  minis- 
ters not  in  the  fancied  line  of  apostolical 
succession.  One  can  scarcely  repress  a 
smile  when  he  reads,  in  Mr.  Asbury's 
journal,  notes  like  the  following:  '"Friday 
24.  Was  much  refreshed  by  letters  from 
Marj'landt  but  one  of  these  letters  inform- 
ed me    that    Mr.    9 e  (Strawbridge,  wo 

suppose)  was  very  officious  in  administer- 
ing the  ordinances.  What  strange  infatua- 
tion  attends  that  man!"  With  these  Epis- 
copal notions,  the  United  Brethren  could 
have  no   sympathy.     During   iho   first  inter- 
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view  which  i[r.  Schwope  had  with  Mr. 
Ashur}',  in  1771,  this  subject  was  discusft* 
ed,  Mr.  Schwope  vainly  endoavoinng  to  oon- 
Tinco  Mr.  Asbury  that  Mr.  Woslcy  did  not 
do  woU  in  ]>r<n-onting  Methodist  preachers 
from  adminUtering  the  sacraments. 

Close^loor  class-meetings  were  also  ohjeo- 
tionable  to  the  United  Brethren;  and  it 
appears  that  Mr.  ^\'c8ley'a  rules  respecting 
tiiem  were  rigidly  adhered  to  by  the  first 
Methodist  preachers.  They  found  it  uecea- 
sarj',  however,  very  frequently,  to  reinforce 
themselves,  in  this  unreasonable  exclusive* 
ness,  by  conferenec  resolutions;  because  the 
love  of  Christ,  which  they  possessed,  pro- 
tested constantly  and  loudly  againt<t  it. 

At  a  later  period,  however,  Mr.  Wesley 
made  provision  for  the  ordination  of  Meth- 
odist preachers,  so  that  the  first  difficulty 
wa«  removed;  and,  between  1809  and  181S, 
an  arrangement  was  entered  into,  by  which 
the  second  was  partially  obWated.  This 
subject  will  come  under  our  notice  again, 
in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  history. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


UB.  OTTERBEIN  AT  BALTIUORE. 

In  the  year  1774,  we  find  Mr.  Otter- 
bein  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  organizing  & 
church  which,  in  doctrine  and  discipline, 
was  distinct  from,  and  independent  of,  Qxe 
German  Reformed  church. 

He  had  now  reached  the  forty-eighth  year 
of  his  age,  and  the  25th  of  his  ministry. 
Nearly  twenty  years  had  passed  since  he 
had  entered  fully  into  the  light  and  lilwrty 
of  the  sons  of  God;  and,  during  all  that 
period,  he  had  labored  incessantly,  in  pub- 
lic and  in  private,  at  Lancaster,  Tulpo* 
hocken,  Frederick,  Antictam,  York,  and  at 
numerous  other  places,  to  promote,  in  the 
German  Reformed  church,  and  in  other 
churches  and  aecta,  a  revival  of  Bible  r^ 
ligion. 

And  those  labors    had    not  been  without^ 
fruitti.      The    order    and    the    morality    of 
many    congregations*  had    been    improved;! 
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hundreds,  and  even  thousands,  had  been 
truly  converted  to  God;  and  a  "new  life 
had  been  brought  into  the  church,  at  first 
as  a  grain  of  mustard  seed,  but  later  as  a 
trco  whose  branches  afford  a  grateful  rest- 
ing-place to  many."* 

Meetings  for  prayer  and  for  religious 
conference  had  been  established,  and  were 
kept  up  in  numerous  places  in  Pennsyl* 
vania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia.  These  were 
attended  by  converted  Mcnnonista,  Luther- 
ans, and  German  Reformed  alike,  and  were 
conducted  by  laymen,  unless  a  preacher 
might  happen  to  bo  present.  And,  in  thou- 
sands of  femilies,  the  holy  incense  of  praise 
and  prayer,  morning  and  evening,  aseen<led 
to  God. 

The  great  meetings,  so  happily  inaugu- 
rated at  Isaac  Long's,  had  been  attended, 
from  year  to  year,  by  the  richest  bles^^ings. 
They  had  become  an  institution  of  no  small 
Talue.  Thither  went  up  the  people  of  God 
from  all  quarters  and  churches,  as  the  tribes 
of  Israel  flowed  together  at  the  feast  of  Tab- 
ernacles. 

The   great    truth,  that  a  vital    union  with 
■Christ  is  esscTirtal   to   religious   life,  had  ob- 

■  Dr.  Za«bu)M'  C«itonary  Sannoo,  p.  15. 
~  IS 
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tainc<l  a  firm  hold  in  a  large  portion  of  Uie 
public  mind.  In  many  places  it  had  l>ccome 
apparent  to  all  that  holiness  of  heart  and 
life  were  essential  qualifications  for  the  sa- 
cred  office,  and  for  membership  in  the 
church  of  Christ.  And  many  ministers,  who 
bitterly  opposed  the  revival,  were,  neverthe- 
less, obliged,  by  the  increasing  light,  to  pay 
a  stricter  regard  to  decency,  moralihr,  and 
the  outward  forms  of  godlinefls,  at  least. 

And  last,  but  not  least,  the  voice  of  God 
had  been  heard  and  obeyed,  in  the  recogn^ 
tion  of  a  ministry  raised  up  among  the  con- 
verted people — a  ministry  composed  of  men 
of  limited  education,  it  may  be,  but  of  earn- 
est piety,  clear  oxperienec,  and  escellentj 
sense — a  ministry  from  the  laboring  people . 
and  adapted  to  them. 

These  stepe  had  been  taken  only  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  clearest  expre.«sions  of  the  will 
of  Providence.  Nothing  had  been  hastily 
done.  Nothing  was  further  from  Mr.  Otter-^ 
bein  than  a  desire  to  wound  the  ieelinga  of 
his  brethren,  or  to  occasion  division  or  strife. 
And  yet,  such  were  the  necessary  results  in 
many  places.  From  the  period  of  his  con- 
Teraion  to  the  year  1774,  and  onward,  oppo- 
sition to   the   revival,  and  to  its  agents,  was 
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bitter  and  uniiitormittinj^.  All  tlu-  usual  ap- 
pliances which  an  ingenious  and  unscrupu- 
lous adversarj'  has  been  able  to  invent  wor© 
triwl. 

But  none  of  these  things  had  moved  Hr. 
Otterbein.  During  all  those  years  of  conflict 
he  hnd  advanced  steadily  in  the  knowledge 
and  love  of  Go<l.  All  who  mention  him, 
whether  hnends  or  foes,  speak  with  emphasis 
of  the  high  sl^te  of  spirituality  he  had  at- 
tuned— of  his  holy  walk,  heavenly  conversa- 
tion, and  evangelical  preaching.  He  had  be- 
come fully  enlisted  in  the  revival  movement, 
and  firmly  united  with  all  who  could  give 
a  reason  of  the  hope  that  was  in  them.  Eo- 
elesiastically,  he  was  connected  with  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  church,  but,  ntally,  he  was 
bound,  by  the  strong  cords  of  a  common  ex- 
perience, and  a  sacred  fellowship  in  Christi 
to  the  "Brethren,"  who  had,  like  streams 
riaing  in  diverse  directions,  flowed  into  one 
channel  at  Isaac   Long's. 

Meantime  a  number  of  persons  who  had 
been  converted  under  Mr.  Otterbein's  min- 
istiy  at  Lancaster,  Frederick,  York,  and 
elsewhere,  had  removed  to  Baltimore,  then 
&  thriving  young  city.  The  Reformed 
church  of  Baltimore  was  under  the  pastoral 
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care  of  J.  C.  Faber,  whose  ministrstionsi 
were  formal  and  unedifying,  and  whoso  life 
wa3  offensive.  The  state  of  the  congrega- 
tion, viewed  from  an  evangelical  stand-poiat, 
was  deplorable  indeed.  Discipline  was  neg- 
lected, and  pastor  and  people  were  alike 
involved  in  sin.  But  there  were  in  this 
church,  as  in  many  others,  two  parties; 
and,  about  the  year  1770,  the  evangelical 
party  sought  to  procure  another  pastor,  for 
they  could  hardly  hope  for  a  reformation 
of  the  congregation  without  the  aid  of  an 
enlightened  spiritual  guide. 

Previous  to  this  time,  a  young  minister 
named  Benedict  Schwope,  from  Germany, 
Jiad  commenced  preaching  in  the  neighbor- 
iiood  of  Baltimore.  He  is  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Asbury,  in  his  journal,  in  a  number 
•cf  places,  as  a  very  pious,  talented,  and 
zealous  German  minister,  in  full  sympathy 
with  the  revival  movement,  and  with  Mr. 
Otterbein.  Mr.  Asbury  formed  his  acquaint- 
ance during  the  first  year  of  his  ministry 
in  America,  and  always  alUuIoa  to  him,  in  i 
his  journal,  in  terms  of  warm  affection  and ; 
res])ec't.* 

This  young  man   was    the  choice   of   th« 

■  Aabury*!  JouraiJ,  Vol.  1,  pp.  59.  9fi,  109, 149. 
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evangcltcal  party,  in  the  Germaa  Reformed 
oongregation  at  BiiUimore.  But,  being  in 
the  minority,  which  was  unhappily  the  case 
with  that  party  in  too  many  congregations, 
they  could  not  offecL  a  change.  "Like 
priest,  like  people."  The  majority  of  tho 
old  oongregation  adhered  pertinaciously  to 
Faber,  and  to  his  I  ike,  for  many  years. 
Thoy  had  no  notion  of  an  evangelical  minis- 
ter. 

Unable  longer  to  live  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  a  man  like  Fal>er,  the  evangelical 
portion  of  the  oongregation  withdrew,  and 
eetahliBhed  religious  worship  at  another  place, 
in  tho  city.  Four  years  of  ineffectual  effort 
at  a  reconciliation  and  a  re-union  of  the  con- 
gregation ensued.  In  1771,  Faber  resigned; 
but  George  Wallauer,  a  man  of  leas 
character,  was  immediately  chosen  in  hifl 
place.  Meantime  the  seceding  parly  were 
Bcrved  by  ilr.  Schwope.  At  an  early 
period  effort*  were  made,  by  Mr.  Schwope, 
and  those  with  whom  he  labored,  to  induce 
Mr.  Otterbein  to  remove  to  Baltimore.  Mr. 
Francis  Asbury,  who  had  made  that  city  his 
head  quarters,  and  who  ha<l  become  warmly 
attached    to   Mr.  Otterbein,  wrote  him    urg- 
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oatly  on  the  subject.*      At    length,  in  dirse^i 
vioUUien    of   a    rvwlution   of  the    Rcfonmd 
ooBtva,  but  in  obedience  tu  the  voico  of  Prov- 
idenoo,  Mr.  Olterboin  resigucd  bu  charge  in 
Y<wk,  and  removed  to  Baltimore. 

The  history  of  the  atrugj^le  betw-ecn  the 
two  parties  in  the  old  Reformed  church  at 
Ualtimore;  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  evangel- 
ical parti^',  and  theh*  oflen-det'eatod  eSbrts  at 
an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  cxiating  diffl- 
oaltio»;  of  their  resolution,  as  a  last  resort, 
to  organize  a  new  and  independent  church 
on  Goepel  grounds  alone;  and  a  statement 
of  the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  that  new 
church,  were  briefly  and  plainly  set  down  by 
Mr,  Otterbein  himself,  in  the  Church  Book 
uf  the  new  society.  As  that  is  a  document 
of  pennauenl  interest,  it  must  bo  inserted 
pntire. 

•  8««  Aatrar^'a  Journal,  p.  99 
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me  CHURCB  BOOK  OF  THE  EVA^GEllCU  BiiiOEMBO 
CHURCH.* 

HOWARD'S  HILL.    BALTIMORE, 
/n  liu  li'ame  of  tA«   Triuns  God:     Avuh. 

In  the  year  1771,  there  stood  in  the  Re- 
fonneil  church  in  Baltimore,  a  preAcher  by 
the  luimo  of  Fuber;  but,  forasmuch  as  said 
F&bor  was  not  in  fellowship  with  the  Re- 
formod  preachers  in  Pennsylvania,  i.  o.  he 
was  not  a  member  of  the  Ccetu  Ponnsyl* 
ranu,  and  likewise  led  an  ofTcniiiTe  life,  a 
division  took  place  in  this  church.  In  the 
month  of  October  of  said  year,  the  said 
Reformed  preachers  mot  in  Reading,  Pa., 
where  deiiutiea  from  both  partiea  of  this 
divided  church  attended.  Here  it  was  re* 
aolved  to  dismiss  said  Faber,  which  was 
done.t  Both  parties  agreed  now,  unitedly, 
to  call  a  preacher  from  the  cwtus,  and  to 
offer  this  call    to    Mr.  Bluhmer:    this  was 


■  Tnn^Xad  from  the  origtonl  Gcrmaa  MS.,  by  B.  O,  Spaytb. 

f  Be*.  Mr.  Sobvopc  was  ebarji«l  as  being  th«  occuioo  of  Um 
■tritn  ill  Mr.  Tnhtr'*  o<>in(r.'(f«limi,  as  »u  ktw  Ur.  Ollwbfin ;  aod, 
complaiaU  curuing  up  bcfdre  tio  cuftun.  Rctm.  Qratn  «nil  Gabnclit 
wan  appoiQCnl  a  commitlfft  lo  invii>iUj(aI/i  lli«  caM'.  *»<!  aJJual  iha 
>]i(Bc4lliM.  Tbia  CQUjuitlM  rnporMd  (avotablj'  of  Mr.  Schirvp*, 
and  ftRidnst  Ur,  Fiber.  Binary  of  th«  Katb^ni  of  lli«  Oenma  R^ 
Jbruivd  Cbureh,  Vol.  I!.,  p.  330. 
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done,  but  the  call  was  not  accepted  by 
him.  The  coetus  now  resolved  to  send  to 
n^  Baltimore  cburch,  a  preacber  from 
among  the  four  who,  at  that  time,  accord- 
ing to  letters  from  Holland,  were  on  their 
way,  and  now  daily  expected.  In  the  mean- 
time, there  came  to  Pennsylvania  W.  Wal- 
Utier,  whom  the  synod  of  Holland  had  not 
sent^  The  opposite  party,  without  saying 
A  wowl  to  the  other  party,  ex>ntmry  to  the 
agreement  and  the  resolve  of  the  <:<etU8f 
brought  him  away,  and  received  him  as 
their  preacher.  But  at  the  next  ccetus, 
which  was  hold  in  the  year  1772,  deputies 
from  hoth  parties  attended;  and  the  coetus 
protested  against  Wallauer,  and  the  con- 1 
duct  of  his  party,  and  declared  that  tliry 
could  t&ko  no  ftirthor  notice  of  them. 
Scarcely  any  hope  being  now  left  of  a  re- 
union,  the  remaining  members  of  this  cburch 
ffjund  themselves  under  the  necessity  of 
looking  about  for  another  preacher,  and  o£ 
forming  a  church  for  themselves.  A  call 
was  ma<le  to  William  Ottorbcin,  who  then 
stood  in  the  Reformed  church  in  York  ;• 
but  he  refused  because  of  the  disorganized 
condition  of  the  congregation;  but,  after  ro- 
peatfid   solicitations,  he  expressed  a  willing^ 
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ness  to  accept,  provided  the  ccotus  should 
give  consent.  At  the  next  coetus,  deputies 
from  both  parties  appeared  again,  and,  be- 
fore a  final  action  was  taken  in  tlie  matter 
with  Otterbein,  a  union  took  place,  and 
Williaai  Hendcl  was  proi»scd  as  preacher, 
to  which  the  deputies  of  both  parties  con- 
sented. But,  a  fev  days  after  the  return 
home  of  the  deputies,  the  opposite  party 
reject«d  the  proposition,  and  all  to  which 
their  deputies  had  pledged  themselves.  The 
division  was  now  greater  than  at  any  for- 
mer period.  The  pi*os|>ect  of  a  re-uuion  en- 
tirely vanished,  and  .the  members  of  this 
church,  who  had  before  addressed  William 
Otterbein,  saw  the  absolute  necessity  of 
forniiug  a  church  for  themselves;  and  they 
gave  Otterbein  u  now  call,  which  he  finally 
accepted ;  and  subsequently,  in  the  year 
1775,  it  was,  by  the  ceetus  held  in  Leb- 
anon, confirmed. 

Article  14.  After  due  oonsideratioo,  the 
coetus  deems  it  proper  (good)  that  Domino 
Otterbein  continue  in  bis  pastoral  office. 
From  report,  it  appiars  that  his  labors 
are  blest,  and  the  opposing  party  cease  tha 
strife. 

CoNRAU  BucHEH,  Scc.  pro  tem. 
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CHURCH    BOOK. 

William  Otterbein  came  to  Baltimore^ 
May  4lh,  1774,  and  commenced  his  minis- 
terial work.  Without  delay,  and  by  the 
help  of  God,  ho  began  to  organize  a  cburch, 
and,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  for  him,  to 
bring  it  witliin  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of 
the  Gospel.  Such  disciplinary  church  ndea 
aa  were  needfiil.  were,  therefore,  from  time 
to  time,  adopted,  made  known,  and  the 
importance  of  keeping  them  earnestly  en- 
joined. 

But  the  afflicting  and  long*«ontinued  war, 
and  the  dis|>er3ion.  on  accoimt  of  the  same, 
of  many  of  its  members  into  the  interior 
of  the  country,  prevented  those  rules  fh)m, 
being  written  in  a  book  for  their  preser- 
vation. 

But  through  and  by  the  goodness  of  God, 
p«ace  and  quietness  being  restored,  and  the 
gathering  together  of  former  members,  with 
a  considerable    addition    of    new    members, 
tho    Church    finds    herself,    at    this     time, 
considerably     increased.      Therefore,     it 
vnanimoosly    concluded    and    ordained;    by] 
the  whole  church,  to    bring   the   CoHsritp^j 
TioN    and   ordinances    of    this   church    inw 
the    following    form,    which    wo    bold     as 
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agreeing  with  the  vrurd  of  God.;  and  for 
thoix  permaueucy  and  perpetual  observaQce^ 
lieruwith  record  and  preserve. 

By  the  undersigned  preacher  and  mem- 
bers which  now  couatituto  this  church,  it 
is  hereby  ordained  and  resolved,  that  thta 
church,  which  has  been  brought  toother 
in  Baltimore,  by  the  toinistratiou  of  our 
pr«aent  preacher,  W.  Ottcrboin,  in  future? 
cooHiat  in  a  preacher,  three  elders,  and 
three  deacons,  ao  almoner  and  church  mcm< 
bora,  and  these  together  shaW  pass  undor 
and  by  the  name — The  Evangelic  Ucfbrmod 
church. 

2d.  No  one,  whoever  he  may  be,  can  be 
prencher  or  member  of  this  church,  whose 
walk  ia  unchriHtiua  and  ofi*eusive,  or  who 
lives  in  some  open  ain. — (I  Tim.  Ui.:  1-3. 
iCor.  T.:   11-13.) 

3d^  Each  church  member  mtiat  attend 
faithfully  the  public  worship  on  the  Sab- 
bath day,  and  at  all  other  times. 

4tih.  This  Church  shall  yearly  solemnly 
keep  two  days  of  humiliation,  fasting,  and 
pra-ycr,  which  shall  be  designated  by  the 
preacher;  one  in  the  spring,  the  other  in 
the  autumn  of  the  year. 

6tb.    The    membera   of   this  church,   im- 
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pressed  with  the  necessity  of  a  constant 
religious  exercise,  suffering  the  word  of  God 
riclily  and  daily  to  dwell  among  them, — 
(Col.'  iii.:  16.  Heb.  iii.:  13:— x:  ^4,  25)— 
resolve  that  each  sox  shall  hold  meetings 
apart,  once  a  week,  for  which  the  most 
suitable  day,  hour,  and  place,  shall  be 
choaen,  for  the  males  as  well  as  the  fe- 
tnales:  for  the  first,  an  hour  in  the  even- 
ing, and  for  the  last,  an  hour  in  the  day 
time,  arc  considered  the  most  suitable.  la 
the  absence  of  the  preacher,  an  elder  or 
deacon  shall  lead  such  meetings, 

(a.)  The  rules  for  these  special  meetings 
are  these:  JNo  one  can  be  received  into 
them  who  is  not  resolved  to  flee  the  wrath 
to  come,  and,  by  faith  and  repentance,  to 
seek  his  salvation  in  Christ,  and  who  is 
not  resolved  willingly  to  obey  the  discip- 
linary rules,  wliich  are  now  observed  by 
this  church,  for  good  order,  and  advanco 
in  godliness,  a«  well  as  such  as  in  futuro 
may  be  added  by  the  preacher  and  church 
Vestrj-;  yet,  always  excepted,  that  such 
rules  are  founded  on  the  woru  or  God, 
which  is  the  only  unerring  guide  of  faith 
and  practice. 

(h.)    Thcee    meetings    are    to    commence 
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And  end  with  singing  and  prayer;  and 
nothing  shall  be  done  but  what  will  tend 
to  build  up  and  advance  godliness. 

(c.)  Those  who  attend  these  special 
meetinga  but  indifferently,  sicknesa  and  ab- 
sence from,  home  excepted,  after  being  twice 
or  thrice  admonished,  without  manifest 
amendment,  shall  exclude  Ihemijelves  from 
the  church,  (vermmlung.) 

(d.)  Every  member  of  this  church  [who 
13  the  head  of  a  family]  should  fervently 
engage  in  private  worsli ip ;  morni ng  and 
evening  pray  with  his  family;  and  himself 
and  his  household  attend  divine  worship  at 
all  times. 

(c.)  Ever)'  member  shall  sedulously  ab- 
stain from  all  backbiting  and  evil-speaking, 
of  any  person,  or  persons,  without  excep- 
tion, and  especially  of  bis  brethren  in  the 
church.— (Rom.  iv.:  1-3.  2  Cor.  lii.:  20. 
1  Peter  ii.:  1.  Ja.  iv.:  11.)  The  trans- 
gressor shall,  in  the  first  instance,  be  ad- 
monished privately;  but,  the  second  time, 
he  shall  be  openly  rebuked  in  the  class- 
meeting. 

(/.)  Every  one  must  avoid  all  worldly 
and  sinful  company,  and,  to  the  utmost^ 
ehun  all    foolish    talking   and  jesting. — (Fs. 
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x.r.1  4.     Epii.  v.:  4-11.)      Tliia    offense    will 
meet  with  severe  cluireh  censure. 

(g.)  So  one  shall  be  permitted  to  buy 
or  soil  on  the  Sabbath,  nor  attend  to 
worldly  business;  not  to  travel  far  or  near, 
but  each  spend  the  day  in  quietnesa  and 
religious  exercises. — (Isa.  Iviii.:    13,  14.) 

(A.)  Each  member  shall  willingly  attend 
to  any  of  the  private  concerns  of  the 
church,  when  required  so  to  do,  by  tho 
pr«acher  or  Vestry;  and  each  one  shall 
strive  to  lead  a  quiet  and  godly  life,  lest 
he  give  offense,  and  full  into  the  condem- 
nation of  the  adversary. — (Math,  v.:  14-16. 
IPet.  ii.:  12.) 

6th.  Persons  expressing  a  desire  to  com- 
mune with  lis  at  tho  Lord's  table,  although 
they  have  not  been  members  of  our  church, 
shall  be  adm)tte<l  by  consent  of  the  Vestry, 
provided  that  nothing  justly  can  be  alleged 
against  their  walk  in  life;  and  more  espe- 
cially when  it  is  kjiown  that  they  are  seek- 
ing their  salvation.  AAer  the  preparation 
sermon,  auch  persons  may  declare  themselves 
openly  before  the  assembly;  also,  that  the 
are  ready  to  submit  to  all  wholesome  discip- 
line; and  thus  they  are  received  into  thQ_ 
church. 
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7th.  Forasniucli  as  the  difference  of  peo- 
ple and  denominalion.H  eml  in  Clirtst, — Rom. 
x:  12.  Col.  iii.:  H) — and  araileth  nothing 
in  Hini  but  a.  now  creature — (Gal.  vi,:  13- 
16) — it  Lccomia  our  duty,  according  to  the 
Oospel,  to  commune  with,  and  admit  to  the 
Lord's  table,  professors,  to  whatever  orxler, 
or  sort,  of  the  Chriatiun  church  thoy  holong. 

8th.  All  persons  who  may  not  attend  oar 
cla&a-mcctings,  nor  pm-take  of  the  holy  sacra- 
ment with  us,  but  attend  our  public  worship, 
shall  be  viaited,  by  the  preacher,  in  health 
and  in  sickness,  and  on  all  suitable  occa- 
Hions.  He  shall  admonish  them,  baptize 
their  children,  attend  to  their  funerals,  im- 
part instruction  to  their  youths;  and,  should 
they  have  any  children,  the  Church  shall  in- 
terest horself  for  their  religious  education. 

9tli,  The  preacher  shall  make  it  one  of 
his  highest  duties  to  watch  over  the  rising 
youth,  diligently  instructing  them  in  tho 
principles  of  religion,  according  to  the  word 
of  God. .  He  should  catechise  them  once  a 
week;  and  the  more  mature  in  years,  whu 
have  obtained  a  knowle<lgo  of  the  great 
truths  of  the  Gospel,  should  bo  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  striving,  through  di- 
vine grace,  to  beoome  worthy  recipients   of 
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^e  holy  sacrament.  And  in  view  of  chxirch 
membersliip,  such  as  manifest  a  desire  to 
this  end,  should  bo  thoroughly  instructed  for 
a  time,  be  examined  in  the  presence  of  their! 
parents  and  the  Vestry,  and,  if  approved, 
after  the  preparation  sermon,  they  should  bo 
presenttid  bt>fore  the  chutx:h,  and  admitted. 

10th.  The  church  is  to  establish  and 
maintain  a  German  school,  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble; the  ^^cstrj-  to  spare  no  effort  to  procure 
the  moat  competent  teachers,  and  devise  such 
means  and  rules  as  will  promote  the  best 
interests  of  the  school. 

11th.     That,  after  the  demise   or  removal 
of   the   preacher,  the    male  members    of   the 
church   shall     meet,  without     delay,    in    the 
church  cdiflce,  and,  after  singing  and  pray- 
er, one  or   more  shall   be  proposed  by  the 
oldcra    and  deacons.     A  majority    of   votes 
shall  determine  the  choice,  and  a  call  shall 
be     made     accordingly ;     but>     should     thoi 
preacher  on  whom  the  choice    falls,  decline 
the    call,    then,  as  soon  as  possible,  others 
shall   be  proposed,  and  a  choice  made.     But 
here  it    is  especially  reserved,  that,  should  j 
it  so  happen  that  before  the  demise  or  r*>J 
moval   of  the   preacher,   his   place  should  al-j 
ready  hnve  been  provided  for,   by  a  major-. 
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ity  of  votes,  then  no  new  choice  shall  take 
place. 

12th.  No  preacher  shall  stay  among'  us 
who  is  not  in  unison  with  our  adopted 
rules,  and  order  of  things,  and  class-meet- 
ings, and  who  docs  not  diligently  observe 
them. 

13th.  No  preacher  can  stay  among  us 
who  teacheth  the  doctrine  of  predestination, 
((rnadmwaM)  or  the  impossibility  of  falling 
from  grace,  nnd  who  holdeth  them  as  doc- 
trinal |H)ints. 

14tJi.  No  preacher  can  slay  among  us 
wlio  will  not»  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 
CARE  for  the  various  churches  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland,  and  Virginia,  which 
churches,  under  the  superintendence  of  Wil- 
liam Otterboin,  stand  in  fraternal  unity 
with  us. 

15th.  No  preacher  can  stay  among  us 
who  shall  refuse  to  sustain,  with  all  dili- 
gence, such  members  as  have  arisen  from 
this  or  some  other  churches,  or  who  may 
yet  arise,  as  helpers  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  as  preachers  and  exhorters,  and  to 
affnrd  unto  them  all  possible  enooHrago* 
ment,  so  long  as  their  lives  shall  be  ao> 
■cording  to  the  Gospel. 

10 


242 


HISTOBT    OP    THE 


16th.  AH  the  preceding  items  (^ncttey 
shall  be  presented  to  the  preacher  chosen, 
and  his  full  consent  thereto  obtained,  be- 
fore ho  enters  on   hia   ministry. 

17th.  The  preacher  shall  nominate  the 
elders  from  among  the  menibcra  who  at- 
tend the  special  meetings,  and  no  others 
shall  V>e  proposed;  and  their  duties  shall 
be  made  known  unto  them,  by  him,  before 
the  church. 

18th.  The  elders,  so  long  as  they  live 
in  accordance  with  the  Gospel,  and  shall 
not  attempt  to  introduce  any  new  act  con- 
trary to  this  constitution  and  these  ordi- 
nances, are  not  to  be  dismissed  from  their 
office,  except  on  account  of  debility,  or 
other  cause;  should  any  one  desire  it,  then, 
in  that  cose,  or  by  reason  of  death,  the 
place  shall  be  supplied  by  the  preacher,  as 
already  provided. 

lf>th.  The  three  deacons  ar6  to  be  chosen 
yearly,  on  New  Year's  day,    as  follows: 

Tho  Vestry  will  propose  six  from  among 
the  members  who  partake  with  ua  of  th» 
holy  sacraments  Each  voter  shall  write  the 
names  of  the  tliree  he  desires  for  deacon, 
on  a  piece  of  paper,  and,  when  the  church 
bos  met,  these    papers    shall    be    ooUeettid, 
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op«nod,  and  read,  and  sucK  as  have  a  ma- 
jority of  votes  shall  be  announced  to  tiie 
church,  and  their  duties  made  known  unto 
them,  by  the  preacher,  in  presence  of  tie 
church. 

20th.  The  almoner  shall  be  chosen  at 
the.  same  time,  and  in  the  same  manner, 
%8  the  deacons,  who,  at  the  next  election, 
will  present  his  account. 

31st.  The  preacher,  elders,  and  deacons, 
shall  attend  to  all  the  affairs  of  the 
church,  compose  the  Church  Vestry,  and 
shall    be   so  considered. 

22d.  All  deeds,  leases,  and  other  rights  con- 
cerning the  property  of  this  church,  shall 
be  conveyed,  in  best  and  safest  manner,  to 
this  church  Vestrj',  and  their  successors,  as 
trustees  of  this  church. 

23d.  Should  a  preacher,  elder,  or  dea- 
con, be  accused  of  any  known  immorality, 
and,  upon  the  testimony  of  two  or  three 
creditable  witnesses,  the  same  should  be 
proven  against  him,  be  shall  be  immedi- 
ately suspended;  and,  untU  he  gives  sure 
proof  of  true  repentance,  and  makes  open 
confession,  he  shall  remain  excluded  firom 
this  church.  The  same  rule  shall  be  ob* 
served  and  carried  out  io  relation  to  mem- 
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bera  of  the  church,  who  shall  be  found 
guilty  of  immoral  conduct— (1  Cor.  v.:  11- 
13.     1  Tim.  v.:  20.     Tit  iii.:  10.) 

S4th.  AH  offenses  between  members  shall 
be  dealt  with  in  etrict  conformity  with  the 
preoopta  of  our  Lord. — (Math,  xviii. :  15-18.) 
Xo  one  is,  therefore,  permitted  to  name 
the  offender,  or  the  off'cnse,  except  in  the 
order  prescribed  by  our  Savior. 

25th.  Xo  member  is  allowed  to  cite  lii» 
brother  before  the  civil  authority,  for  any 
cause.  .Ml  differences  shall  be  laid  before 
the  Vestry,  or  each  party  may  choose  a  ref- 
eree from  among  the  members  of  the  church, 
to  whom  the  adjustment  of  the  matter  shall 
be  submitted.  The  decision  of  either  the 
Testry  or  referees  shall  be  binding  on  each 
party;  nevertheless,  should  any  one  believe 
himself  wronged,  he  may  ask  a  second  hear- 
ing, which  shall  not  be  refused.  This  second 
hearing  may  be  either  before  the  same  men, 
or  some  others  of  the  church;  but  whosoever 
shall  refuse  to  abide  by  this  second  verdict, 
or,  on  any  occaaion,  speak  of  the  matter  of 
dispute,  or  accuse  his  opponent  with  the^ 
same,  excludes  himself  from  the  church. 

26th.    The  elders  and  deacons  shall   meet: 
four  times    in  the   year,  viz.:    the  last  Sab-' 
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Sath  ia  March,  the  last  Sabbnth  in  June, 
the  liist  Subbatli  in  September,  and  the  last 
SabbatU  in  DeccmbtT,  in  tlie  parsonage 
house,  after  the  afternoon  service,  to  take 
the  aSiitrs  of  the  church  into  consideration. 

27Ui.  This  constitution  and  these  ordi- 
nances sliall  be  read  every  Now  Year's  day, 
before  the  congregation,  in  onler  to  keep 
them  in  special  remembrance,  and  that  they 
may  bo  carefully  observed,  and  no  one  plead 
ignorance  of  the  same. 

38th.  We,  the  subscribers,  acknowledge 
the  above>written  items  and  particulars,  aa 
the  ground-work  of  our  church,  and  we  our- 
selves, as  co-members,  by  our  signatures, 
recognize  and  solemnly  promts  religious 
obedience  to  the  same. 

William  Ottkrbkin,  Preacher. 

Leharo  Hebbach,  I 

Henry  Weitne  .    V Elders. 

Peter  IIofhan,      j 

Philip  Bier,  | 

William  Baker,    \J)eacon9. 

Abraham  Lorsh,    ) 

Baltimori:,  January  let,  1785. 


This  record  proves,  beyond  all  question, 
&at  the  church  on  Howard's  Hill,  Balti- 
more,   oi^an  ized,     under     the    auspices    of 
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William  Ottcrbein,  aa  the    Evangelical  Re-" 
formed  Church,  (ffemeinde)  was,  and  ia^  dif- 
ferent   and    distinct    from,   and  independent' 
of,  the   German    Reformed    church,      Let  a 
few    prominent   facts    lying  on    the  fiice  of-^ 
this  record  bo  considered: 

1.  The  church  on  Howard's  Hill  waa 
"brought  together  by  the  ministrations  of 
William  Otterbcin."  Before  Mr.  0.  went 
to  Baltimore,  a  dirision  existed  in  the  old 
church,  between  the  unconverted  and  the. 
converted  members;  and,  although  the  lat- 
ter, unable  to  live  under  the  miniatry  of 
either  Faber  or  Wallauer,  had  withdrawn, 
and  ^ad  been  served  in  the  meantime  by 
Benedict  Schwoiw,  yet  they  had  never  Ireen 
organized  into  n  church.  It  was  in  May, 
1774,  that  Mr.  Ottcrbein,  "without  delay, 
and  by  the  help  of  God,  began  to*  organise 
a  church*'  in   Baltimore. 

2.  The  name  given  to  tins  church  waa 
not  Gernmn  Uefonned,  but  Evangelical  Re- 
formed. It  is  well  known  that  German  Re- 
formed was  the  projier  and  official  name 
of  the  denomination  with  which  Mr.  0. 
had  been  identified.  The  choice,  therefore, 
of  another  name,  while  it  would  not>  if 
atandiug  alone,  prove  a  purpose  to  organise 
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«  ohurcli  separate  from,  and  independent 
of,  the  German  Reformed,  does  add  streuglk 
to  other  facta  found  in  this  record. 

3.  A  ChriatJan  eipcricQce  and  a  Christian 
life  are  indispensable  conditions  of  mem- 
borahip  in  this  church,  as  well  aa  morality 
-and  general  corredneas  of  deportment;  and 
provision  ia  made  for  the  expulsion  of 
those  who  ceaso  to  strive  after  holiness  of 
heart.  This  was  a  thing  unknown  in  the 
Oerman  Reformed  church  of  that  day. 

4.  Class-meetings  arc  instituted,  the  man- 
ner of  holding  them  described,  and  attend- 
ance thereupon,  regularly,  sickness  and  ab- 
sence from  home  excepted,  made  a  condi- 
tion of  church  membership.  Hare  clasa- 
meetings  ever  been  instituted  in  German 
Reformed  churches?  We  all  know  that 
thoy  have  not  only  not  been  introduced, 
but  that  they  have  been  discountcuaocod 
and  ridiculed.  But  this  church,  regarding 
the  building  up  of  each  otlier  in  the  most 
holy  faith,  aa  the  primary  object  of  their 
union,  did  not  only  make  careful  attend- 
ance upon  these  meetings  the  duty  of  both 
men  and  women,  but  they  ordained  that 
no  preacher  unfavorable  to  claee-meetings  should 
«!«•  serve  them  m  a  fodor. 
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6.  Not  only  secret,  but  family  prayer  is 
enjoined.  Morning  and  evening  each  head 
of  a  family  in  the  Otterbein  church  was 
expected  to  call  his  family  around  the  fam- 
ily altar,  and  otfer  up  the  sacrifice  of 
prayer  and  praise.  Wa«  tlio  like  duty  en- 
joined in  any  German  Keformed  church  in 
America  at. that  period? 

6.  All  worldly  and  sinful  company  was 
to  be  avoided,  and  foolish  talking  and  jest> 
ing  waa  made  a  ground  for  severe  church, 
censure. 

7-  Tho  peculiar  doctrines  of  Calvinism. 
were  not  to  be  introduced.  "No  preacher 
can  stay  among  us  who  Uachetk  the  doc- 
trine of  pretleKti  nation,  or  the  impossibility 
of  falling  from  grace,  or  who  koldeth  them." 
as  doctrinal  points." 

tJlric  Zwiugle  was  the  founder  of  the 
German  Reformed  church,  and  he  taught 
the  doctrine  of  absolute  predestination,  as 
well  as  Calvin  and  the  other  reformers; 
but  he  did  not  impose  it,  as  an  article  of 
fiftitli,  upon  the  church.*  On  the  decode  of 
Zwingle  and  Ecolampadius,  in  1531,  the, 
chief  direction  of  the  Reformed  ehunrh  de- 
volved upon    John  CaUan,   whose    influence-^ 

•  Dr.  L.  Mtga,  tu  HlMtf}-  of  lU  UeoanlDUaoDi 
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over  it  was  commanding.  The  Heidelberg 
Catechiam,  which  coiitaiiia  the  doctrinal  sys- 
tem of  the  German  Reformwl  chiircli,  was 
published  in  1563.  It  embodies  the  doctrine 
of  absolute  predestination,  and  the  impossi- 
bility of  falling  from  grace,  but  designedly 
places  these  doctrines  in  the  background, 
and  expresses  them  somewhat  ambiguously. 
Dr.  li-  Mayer  says — "The  catechism,  in  ita 
general  character,  is  Calvinistic;  but  the  doc- 
trine of  eloction  is  placed  in  the  back.- 
ground."  This  is  a  fair  statement  of  the 
case.  Any  one  who  will  closely  euimine 
ttiat  catechism,  can  detect  the  doctrine  of 
election  there,  as  taught  by  Calvin,  but  it  is 
"placed  in  the  background." 

But  the  Otterbein  church  constitution  8uf> 
fera  it  not  to  remain  even  in  the  back.- 
ground, — allows  it  no  skulking-place  behind 
an  equivocal  phraseology — but  ttpectJicaVy  con* 
demm  it,  and  will  not  allow  ita  pastor  to 
hold,  much  less  tmcA  it.  This  fact  proves 
that  the  doctrinal  basis  of  the  German  Evan* 
gelical  church,  founded  by  Otterbein,  in  BaU 
limore,  was  not  the  Heidelberg  Catechism. 
It  may  be  well  to  bear  in  mind,  in  connec- 
tion with  this  point,  that  the  doctrines  of 
predestination    and    falling    from  grace   had 
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Wn  -warmly  controverted  during  the  revival 
"wliich  originated  tte  "Congregation  of  God 
in  the  Spirit."  During  that  oontrovensy,  the 
revival  party  took  decided  Arminian  ground, 
while  the  church  parly  advocated  absolute 
predestination  and  its  accompanying  errors.* 
8.  But  this  record  not  only  institutes  an 
order  of  worship  unknown  to  the  Reformed 
church,  and  8i>eciflcally  condemns  some  of 
ito  fiindamcntal  doctrines,  but  it  omits  all 
flW«jioft  even  to  the  Heidelberg  catechism. 
No  one  would  suspect,  from  the  perusal  of 
this  record,  that  snch  a  symbol  of  faith 
existed.  Nor  is  there  any  allusion,  what- 
ever, to  the  coelus  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
synods  of  Holland,  or  to  the  German  Re- 
fonued  church.     Can  any  one   account   for 

■  Vhen  Oount  Ziniwndorf  CMroe  tn  FhilBdclphi*.  in  ITiS,  be  xl- 
dmuH-da  tnttcrU)  Jt^ii  Philip  [lorhm.  Oeriutui  Reforraed  putur  Ui 
tha  cbiircb  U  Phil ailrl phi >.  ankiiig  pTrmiuioD  to  prwb  io  ■ 
koune  owued  juiuU;  bf  iho  a«r<imiod  uid  Uie  LutborBOi.  In  this 
latter  ocean  tbi>  paiwa^: — "But  b»uuiw  I  \tiawy<n  prnacli  io  Oi» 
Mmc  eburch,  mxJ  I  >m  nut  inclinwl  la  th«  >l«etriaa  of  lUMoluta  icp- 
rnbuion,  m  a  doctrino  which,  in  toy  nlifion,  is  ooofev-edly  held  at, 
wholly  ftiiii  fuiidknM^tJlItj'  urTODeouil ,  I  lim  lliiMi^^lit  it  [iropcr  Io  la- 
quire  of  jnii  whether  yoo  hivo  k  rif hL  Io  pruMnit  ftttghl  tgpunal  mj 
prcKhtng  there,  sinor  I  do  tiot  wifh  lo  burden  taj  oae,  or  inUrfiuw 
wilb  bit  rigbta."  To  Ihia  loiter  Mr.  Bat-hiu  rtpliod,  "I  wtil  b«  un- 
dmCoKl  M  prolMtint;,  if  Kiiy  one  ■lioiilil  uy  th«t  periuiwtuu  vat 
g'lTfa  fruru  ttiii  Ri'forniMl  flilp,  or  rruin  ui<-.  to  Cbant  ZinxetxiaH,  to 
preach  ai  the  liun  sod  plitcv  bdoa^ing  to  ua,  flu  A«/»nnrrf."~-Pa- 
thcr*  at  (he  lt«furni«l  Church,  Vol.  1,  pp.  9UJ.  981. 
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these  omissiuos,  except  upon  the  supposition 
that  this  church  was  Jntt'tKled  to  be  indo- 
pendent  of  the  German  llcformcd  church' 

9.  To  place  this  case  in  a  still  clearer 
light,  we  will  insert  the  substance  of  tho 
regulations  adopted  in  the  German  Reform- 
ed church,  (the  church  seired  by  Faber, 
Wallaucr,  etc.)  a  few  years  after  Mr.  Ot- 
terbein  began  to  build  this  new  and  inde- 
pendent church, — regulations  which  seem  to 
have  been  adopted  under  the  impulse  of 
desires  for  reform,  stimulated  by  tho  suc- 
cess of  Mr.  Otterbein. 

"All  the  members  of  the  congregation 
shall  regularly  attend  divine  worship  on  the 
Sabbath;  and,  with  the  exception  of  poor 
I>eriions,  shall  contribute  to  the  supjwrt  of 
the  pastor  and  the  congregation.  AH  con- 
tentious persons  shall  not  be  regarded  as 
church  members.  Those  who  fall  into  open 
sin  shall  be  put  away,  and  shall  not  be 
restored  until  they  show  sincere  repent- 
ance and  amendment  of  life,  and  declare 
thvlr  willingness  to  submit  to  the  discip- 
Uae  of  the  church.  Difiieulties  in  the  con- 
gregation that  can  not  be  a<^ustcd,  shall 
bo  referred  to  tho  synod.  No  foreign  min- 
ister can  preach  in  our  church  without  the 
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consent  of    the    luistor   and  cuitsUtury,  and 
he  must  acknowledge  the   Roforine<l  coufes- 
siuTUS  of  SnitZE^rland  »nd   lEolland.     As  soon 
as    we    can    build  a   new    L-Uurcli,   ail  chil- 
dren that  are  not  sick  shall  be  baptized  in 
the    church,    and    their    names    registered ; 
sponsors    may  be    admitted,  but  only  such 
a»  have    been  baptized    and    are   communi- 
cants,    lu  cat^xheticjil   instructinn,   the    Hei- 
delber<;  Cattichisni  only  shall  be  used.     The 
Lord's  Supper    shall   be  administered  twice 
during  the  year,  and  all   the  communicants 
shall  visit  the  pastor  on  a  oertain  day  be- 
fore the  communion,  so    that    he    may   be- 
come well  acquainted  with   them,  and  have 
an   opportunity  to    apeak  with    them  about 
.their  spiritual  state.*'* 

How  marked  the  contrast  between  the 
regulations  of  this  church  and  those  ado)>t^ 
©d  by  tiie  Evangelical  Reformed  church. 
No  one  could  mistake  the  former  for  any 
thing  but  a  German  Reformed  churcli, 
while  no  one,  from  the  record,  would  e?cn 
suspect  that  the  latter  belonged  to  that  com^ 
munion. 

10.  But  items  14  and  15  place  this  quesr 
tdon    beyond    all    cavil.     Mr.  Otterbeln,  ia 

•  Omimiarj  Swrnou  faj  R**.  BIm  &«ia«r,  p.  ML 
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■connection  with  Mr.  Boehm,  had  establish- 
ed numeroua  societies  of  converted  people 
in  Pennaylvania,  Marj'land,  and  Virginia; 
and,  in  obedience  to  the  clearest  expre»> 
aiona  of  the  will  of  Providence,  they  bad 
encouraged  and  authorized  "helpers  in 
t!ie  work  of  the   Lord,"  to  go  forth  exhort- 

■ing  the  people  to  repentance,  and  preach- 
ing the  glad  tidings  of  salvation.     We  have 

■  already  furnished  a  sketch  of  one  of  those 
helpers,  (C.  Newcomer)  and  others  will  be 
noticed  in  due  time.  Ifow,  says  the  recwrd, 
— No  preacher  can  stay  among  us  who 
will  nob  care  for  those  various  churches  in 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia, 
which  churches,  under  the  superintendence 
of  William  Otterbein,  stand  in  fraternal 
unity  with  ua,  and  who  will  not  afford  all 
possible  encouragements  to  those  exhortcrs 
and  preachers  who  hnve  arisen,  or  may  yet 
arise,  as  helpers  in  those  churches.  To  meet 
these  provisions,  the  preacher  in  Otterbein's 
church,  in  Baltimore,  must,  of  necessity, 
stand  in  full  connection  and  communion 
with  the  preachers  and  churches  of  the 
Dnited  Brethren  in  Christ.  No  minister  of 
the  German  Reformed  church  could  or 
would  comply  with  these  rules. 
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ThcsG  r^ulations,  if  we  may  except  Uioso 
which  bnd,  nucc»s:irily,  a  local  application  to 
the  church  at  lioltiiuurc,  were  regarded  aa 
the  discipUae  of  the  United  Brethren,  in 
general;  and,  a4  such,  were  acceptable  to  al 
the  chiLrchcA,  from  and  ufter  the  first  confei 
ence,  held  in  Baltimore,  in  1789,  up  to  the' 
general  conference,  in  1815,  when  they  en- 
tered, wiUi  little  variation,  under  appropriate 
sections,  into  the  book  of  Discipline.  We 
like  the  spirit  which  pervades  this  document 
th  roughout.  It  breathes  sincere  piety  and 
high-toned  spirituality.  It  is  a  thoroughly 
ovftngelical  church  constitution.  The  Bible 
is  its  basis.  From  the  second  paragraph  to 
the  sixth,  including  the  letter  g,  we  have  pre- 
sented to  us,  in  a  concise  and  scriptural 
form,  all  that  is  most  essential  in  constitut' 
ing  a  Christian  church,  and  the  rules  which 
should  govern  the  members  of  a  church,  both 
in  their  individual  and  in  their  associated 
capacity.  Written,  as  it  is,  in  a  sententious 
style,  it  must  he  read  with  care.  In  the 
original  German  it  ia  one  of  the  most  com- 
pact and  comprehensive  productions  of  th© 
pen.  It  beArs  the  impn^ss  of  a  mastefj 
mu-d;  ajid,  taken  as  a  whole,  and  viewed  ii 
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conneetioit  with  the  prevailing  prejudicea  of 
tlie  times,  it  does  honor  to  its  author. 

The  points  insisted  upon  are,  the  purity 
of  the  ministry;  the  piety  of  members; 
prompt  attendance  ujwn  all  the  means  of 
grace;  class  and  prayer  meetings;  observ- 
ance of  the  holy  Sabbath;  union  aud  aw)p- 
eratlon  of  ministera;  free  grace;  instruction 
and  eduration  of  children;  sejiaration  from 
the  world;  pastoral  visitation,  and  what^'ver 
else  is  essential  to  the  usefulness,  spiritual- 
ity, and  perpetuity  of  a  church.  As  to  the 
age  of  the  discipline  of  the  United  Brethren 
in  Christy  we  care  nothing,  because  it  mat- 
ters not  whether  it  be  of  hut  yesterday, 
or  of  centuries  past;  but  ib  is  important 
tlmt  it  agrees,  in  letter  and  in  spirit,  with 
tlie  Holy  Scriptures.* 

Mr.  Otterbeiu's  settlement  in  Baltimore 
was  attended  with  evident  tokens  of  the 
divine  sanction.  During  nearly  forty  years 
of  pastoral  labor,  he  enjoyed  uninterrupted 
peace  and  prosperity.  The  little  wooden 
church,  in  which  his  congr^ation  first 
worshiped,  gave  place  to  a  larger  structure, 
and  that  in  turn  to  the  spacious  edifice 
which  now  stands  on  Conway  street. 

■  Sp«jr^,  pp.  fiC,  ST. 
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No  man  was  ever  more  faithful  in  pas* 
toral  visitation.  The  poor,  the  sick,  Iho 
widow  and  fatherless,  the  stranger,  and 
the  awakened  sinner,  were  objects  of  ua- 
ceasing  attention.  Giving  himself  wholly] 
to  hia  work,  he  had  time  for  every  dut^i 
His  congelations  were  usually  very  large,] 
and  profoundly  attentive  and  solemn. 

An  educated  German,  who  first  heard 
Mr.  Otterbcin,  in  Baltimore,  about  the  ye* 
1800,  and  who  was  awakened  under  his 
prea<!hirig,  and  eventually  himself  introduced 
iuto  the  ministrj',  gives  the  following  ao 
count  of  his  first  visit  to  the  Evangelical 
Koformed  church: 

"Nearly  half  a  century  has  passed  sine© 
I  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Otterbcin; 
and  never  will  I  forget  the  impression 
made  upon  my  mind,  when  I  first  saw  and 
heard  him.  It  was  on  Good  Friday,  in 
the  forenoon,  when,  by  the  persuasion  of  a 
friend,  I  entered  the  church  where  he  offi- 
ciated. A  venerable,  portly  old  man,  above 
six  feet  in  hight^  erect  in  posture,  appai^ 
ently  about  seventy-five  years  of  age,  stood 
before  me.  He  had  a  remarkably  high  and 
prominent  forehead.  Gray  hair  fell  smoothly 
down  both  sides  of    his  head,  on    his   Icm* 
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■pWs  Ved  iti^  e«4'  -rf^fS  l«#g^,  bJiib,  and 
pS^in^,  tttid  sparkle  vfiih  the  tire  of  li>v4 
wbich  *artn^  the  heftri  Ift  Kla  ^ppear-*^ 
»B6e  *«fd  mtihners  there  *«S5  notlilug  rtP 
fulsiTiJi  but  all  WM  attJTwftiv'c,  and  talcu^' 
lated  t<»  coniihand  the  tdoat  profbund  ait^a^- 
tioh  and  reference.  H«  opened  hiS  lips  in 
■pthye>r  U)  JehoraK^  Oh,  what  a  vdiijd!-^' 
*hat  A  prayer!  Evety  word  tKriHed  m^ 
Ik^ni..  I  had  lieArd  itianj-  prayers,  bttfi 
never  before  one  like  this.  The  words  of 
his  text  ifrere  these: — 'Thus  it  is  writt^tj,-- 
and  tliu9  it  behooved  Christ  to  suffer,  atid' 
to  rise  fW>m  the  dead  the  third  day;  AtiS' 
that  repentance  and  remission  of  sin&  should' 
be  preached  in  his  name,  among  al!  n** 
tiehs,  beginuing  at  Jerusalem.'  As  be  pto^ 
ee^ed  iii  the  elucidation  of  the  tCxt  and' 
jt«  application,   it    seeined  that  every  word 

jms  exactly  adapted  to  my  case,  and  in- 
tended for  me.  Every  sentence  smoto  me. 
A  tremor  at  length  seized  on  my  whole 
fratne;  tears  streamed  from  my  eyes;  andj' 
iltte'rty  unable  to  restrain  myself,  I  cried 
aloud. 

*'Oti  the  following  Sabbath  I  again  wenfc 
to  Ml*.  O.'s  church,  when  he  took  spebiil' 
■notice  of  the  young  stranger,  and  gave  me 
17 
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an  inTitfttion  to  risit  him  on  the  next  day, 
I  complied  with  the  friendly  request^  with 
some  reluctance,  it  is  true,  but  was  receiv- 
ed with  such  unafTected  tenderness  and  love, 
and  addressed  with  so  much  solicitude  for 
my  salvation,  that  my  heart  was  won." 

The  ccetus  or  synod  of  the  Reformed 
church,  shortly  after  Mr.  O.'s  successful  ea> 
ta]>lLshment  in  Baltimore,  re-conaidered  and 
rescinded  lis  action  against  his  settlement 
there,  and  proposed  to  recelTe  the  new 
church  under  its  care;*  but,  aa  the  congre- 
gation hod  formed  an  inatruetire  acquaint- 
ance with  the  unevangelical  elements  which 
usually  managed  to  control  its  action,  and 
as  the  synod,  about  the  same  time,  received 
Faber  into  its  fellowship,  they  never  ac- 
cepted of  the  proposition.  They  were  free 
ft-om  the  official  annoyance  and  control  of 
those  who  sought  to  check  the  revival  of 
religion,  and  they  chose  to  remain  free. 

Mr.  0.  had  not,  however,  formally,  with- 
drawn from  the  Reformed  church,  and  hia 
name  was  retained,  even  up  to  Uie  period 
of  his  death,  on  the  records  of  the  synod.: 
JFor  more  than  a  quarter  oi  a  century,  ho 
had  served  as  a  minister    in    that    churchy 

•  Sm  rcMtati^D  aijpMd  Caand  Bacli«r,  quoted  p*fB  933. 
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with  unsparing  devotion,  and  ho*1  remained 
in  her  communion  as  long  as  a  prospect 
remained  of  benefiting  her  thereby.  But 
that  hope,  as  we  have  seen,  eventually 
vanished;  and,  although  he  had  nothing  to 
retract  or  recall  of  what  ho  had  said  or 
done,  and  ^hat  ho  was  still  doing,  the  dis- 
solving  of  those  relations  which,  next  to 
God,  had  possessed  his  heart,  filled  his  soul 
with  sorrow  and  anguish,  at  times,  Vhich 
knew  DO  bounds:  tears  would  fill  his  eyes, 
and,  in  big  drops,  run  down  his  cheeks; 
and  then  again,  as  if  he  would  lay  hold 
on  heaven  for  an  answer,  he  would  ex- 
claiW}  "Oh!  how  can  I  give  thee  up!" 
There  were,  as  we  have  seen,  a  number  of 
devoted,  evangelical  myn  in  that  church,  to 
whom  he  was  bound  by  the  strong  ties  of 
Christian  love;  and  it  seemed  to  him  that 
a  reformation  of  the  church  must  be  effect 
ed.  In  those  dark  hours  of  agony  and. 
wrestling  ia  prayer,  his  best  friends  dared 
not  attempt  to  console  him,  and  his  grief 
was  ftilly  known  only  to  God,  But,  a» 
his  was  the  night  of  sorrow,  his  was,  also,, 
the  joy  of  the  morning.  The  Lord  know* 
how  to  scad  comfort  to  his  chosen  ones, 
la  one  of  those  seasons  of  sadness  and  dis*. 
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trees,  the  Bible  opewedv  fot  tii«  nwriiing 
lesson,  on  th«  49th  chapter  of  Isftiab^,  be^ 
ginning — "Listen,  O  isles,  unto  me,  and 
bdurtteo,  ;ye  people  from  f!<ir;  the  Lord 
bath  cftRed  m«  firom  ih»  womb;  from  tb« 
btfwefc)  of  my  mother  hath  he  made  men- 
tion of  my  name.  And  he  hnth  made  my 
mouth  like  a  sharp  sword;  in  the  shadow  oif 
his  hand  h&th  he  lied  mc;  and  said  unto  m:e^ 
ThoiEi  art  my  servant,"  etc. 
'  He  oceasionatly  visited  the  coetus,  and 
neglected  no  opportunity  of  testifyitig  his  in- 
terest in  the  progress  of  vital  piety  in  the 
Reformed  church.  Persecution,  and  even  the 
spiteful  expulsion  of  his  bosom  friend  and 
■co-laborer,  G.  A.  Guething,  never  embittered 
hid  ffeelings  toward  her.  After  six  j-ears  of 
Absence  from  the  synod,  when  that  body  met 
in  Baltimore,  toward  the  close  of  his  life,  a 
•committee  was  appointed  to  wait  on  him, 
*iid  request  a  visit  from  him.  Bending  un- 
der the  weight  of  four  score  years,  and  lean- 
ing upon  a  long  staff,  which  he  carried  to 
Bup|)ort  him,  he  went  with  the  committee. 
When  he  arrived,  an  opportfltiity  Was  given 
liim.  to  speak.  He  arose  and  addressed  the 
synod  in  a  moat  feeling  manner,  and  strove 
to  impress  the  minds  of  the  ministers  pros- 
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•Dt  with  the  In^wrtAnoe  of  experiiu<nt«.l  re- 
ligiuu, — of  the  new  birth,  and  the  gr<^  n^ 
oewity  of  preachiug  it  to  the  people  dia- 
tiiwtly  and  plainly,  as  men  who  mtut  give 
MDOttnt  to  God.  After  he  hitd  tAk«tt  hi« 
•eat,  Mr.  Booker,*  who,  about  tibM  time, 
Muuneii  tlie  {nstoral  charge  of  tlie  Gerowi 
ReforuHxl  vhuroh  ia  Baltimore,  aroK  aad 
opposed  the  views  he  had  advanced,  and 
answered  him  roughly.  Mr.  0.  heard  him 
through  with  his  accustomed  meekness,  and 
then,  taking  his  cane  and  hat,  he  bade  the 
preachers  farewell,  bowed,  and  retired,  never 
tc  relum  again, 

Mr.  Otterbein's  pulpit  in  Baltimore  was 
npcn  to  the  Methodists,  and  was  occasion- 
ally occupied  by  the  most  distiDguic^hed 
bishops  and  ministers  of  that  church. 
When  absert  on  his  frequent  and  long  itin- 
erant tours,  his  place  was  supplied  by  Gue- 

•  Thi*  trai  Climtian  L.  Btcker,  *  very  popular  mka  in  tie  ijDDd 
«ilb  ibe  doniloBnl  church  pu-Ey.  Ho  Wka  ibo  maa  vbo  mkde  tba 
oiuion.  in  1^404.  for  Ui«  rxpuUion  from  tbn  tjooi,  "vitliaiit  d«Iaj," 
of  O.  A.  Gu«tliliig.  H*  wait.  Tor  a  long  ttnic,  puUr  in  BalUmura, 
tai  Dr.  Qeiiwi  Urns  niii*  up  Uic  muU  of  his  Ubon  diercL  "  Lvga 
MdiMiMM  wtiltd  on  hiA  lainJittry.  tmJ  hit  Ithax*  wen  higikl^  appr^ 
tialcd.  During  hU  adniiniiiLjatiitri,  h4>  bapLiMvl  (childrvD  mod  tdului) 
W.tMlcoiiflnDed  lili    and  y«t  llie  nunibi-r  of  eornniuuifitiU  dot* 

not  •p|iMi'  to  liare  inenUtKl.  Uanj  of  llic  eoogrcgklion  vcrv  man 
4Bli(btBd  wilti  Ui«  doclor'a  line  urauiry,  Uiko  ibo;  wen  pli'wed  to  at* 
Ub4  to  th«ir  dot;  u  Um  Lord's  tabla."—0«D.  Sannon,  p«ga  3D. 
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tMng,  Newcomer,  Bochm,  and  others  of  the 
preachers  who  had  been  raised  up  aa  co* 
laborers  in  the  reformation.  Although  some 
of  those  co-laborers  were,  in  common  phrase, 
uneducated  mon,  aDd  went  into  his  pulpit 
with  trembling,  yot  they  were  always  re- 
ceived and  honored,  by  the  congr^;ation, 
as  duly  authorized  ambassadors  of  Jeaua. 
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CHAPTER   X. 

THE    CONFERENCES    OF     1789-1791 — DRAKSEL. 
PFRIMMEB,    NEIDING,   AND  OTHERS. 

The  protracted  and  bloody  war  of  the 
Revolution,  which  resulted  in  the  separation 
of  the  American  colonies  from  Great  Brit- 
ain, ami  in  the  establishment  of  the  Fed- 
eral Republic,  interrupted  the  progress  of 
evangelical  religion  for  a  long  period. 

While  the  great  body*  of  the  people  fa- 
vored the  war,  and  were  willing  to  shed 
their  blood  and  exhaust  their  treasure  to 
secure  the  independence  of  the  country, 
there  were  many  who  preferred  a  continued 
subjection  to  the  British  crown,  and  la- 
mented and  opposed  Ibo  measures  of  the 
Whig  party:  these  last  were  denominated 
Tories,  and  the  name  has  become  odious  to 
the  American  people. 

But  there  was  another  party,  which  tisu- 
ally  enjoyed  the  respect  even  of  its  ene- 
mies, on    account   of    the    sterling  honesty. 
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honor,  and  love  of  the  right  and  of  fr^tr 
dom,  which  characterized  it«  adherente.  It 
may  be  denominated  the  Peace  Party.  It 
was  composed  of  those  Christians  who  were- 
opposed  to  wars,  offensive  and  defen8ive,.< 
under  all  circum&tances.  These  men  could 
not,  of  course,  enj^ge  in  the  martial  con- 
test for  liberty  or  death.  They  were  gen- 
erally men  of  superior  moral  courage. — 
ni^n  ytho  could  face  death  at  the  stake — 
who  could  die  calmly  for  the  truth,  but 
who  could  not  fight  for  it  with  "carnal 
weapons." 

The  bitter  contests  of  party,  the  levying 
of  taxes  and  supplies,  the  drafting  of  fight- 
ing men,  the  marching  ajad  countermarch- 
ing  of  armies,  the  bloody  battles,  and  fever- 
ish excitement  and  anxiety  of  the  public 
mind,  during  the  eight  years'  war,  calle^l 
away  the  attention  of  the  people  from  that 
wisdom  which  is  pure,  peaceable,  gentle, 
full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  whose  ways 
are  ways  of  pleasantness,  and  whose  paths 
are  peace.  Many  of  the  infant  societies  of 
United  Brethren  were  scattered  abroad.  a» 
^.ecp  without  a  shepherd;  and  rainistei 
.9^  members  w^re    subjected  to   sufforings^^ 
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ta^  losMs,  ^nd  hajilships,  vhich  no  p«a 
has  ever  recorJed. 

N6V«irUicl,o^  after  peivpe  woa  restored, 
and  the  4i«ordtiPed  oLomABto  ha^  l^ome 
QO^lod,  Humorous  aocioties  of  United  Breth- 
itt>jx  were  found  amofig  the  0«-maa  people 
ia  Pennsylvaoia,  Marj'land,  and  Virginia. 
Converts  had  been  made  to  Jesue,  lar^e 
meetings  held,  prayer-meetings  kept  up, 
al(uis-mee(ingii  attended,  and  some  preachers 
added  to  the  fuithful  band,  in  the  midfit 
af  \k.e  national  struggle. 

From  th^  year  1700  to  1789, — a  period 
qf  twenty-tbre«  years, — the  preachers  who 
fqlt  that  they  were  United  Brethren,  and 
who  were  ctwjperating  in  the  revival  mov&- 
meut)  met  together  as  often  aa  once  a  year, 
and,  usually,  at  a  great  meeting,  where^  in 
mutual  and  brotherly  counseli  thoy  attended 
to  such  busuiutM)  aa  would  properly  belong 
W  a  presbytery,  classia,  or  conference.  As 
the  number  of  laborers  incireased,  and  as 
«{»plLcationii  for  authority  to  preach,  from 
Uiose  whom  Gpd  had  manifestly  eallod  and 
qualified  £:>r  the  work,  multiplied,  these  in- 
ttiroiui  oouforei^ces  beeume  more  necessary 
and  import&nt.  Mr.  Otterbeiu  usually  pre- 
aidedj    and    his    influence,    especially    upoa 
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the  rising  ministry,  vras  salutary  in  a  high. 

At  length,  however,  a  formal  conference 
was  deemed  neceasary.  The  work  had  be- 
come  so  fiir  extended  that  it  became  im- 
practicable to  attend  to  the  necessary  busi- 
ness of  the  church  at  the  great  meetings.] 
Accordingly,  the  ffhst  conference,  regu-j 
larly  convened,  was  hold  in  Baltimore,  in 
1789.  Fourteen  preachors  were  recognized 
as  members  of  this  conference.  Of  these, 
seven  were  present,  viz. :  William  Otter- 
bein,  Martin  Boehm,  George  A.  Guething, 
Christian  Newcomer,  Henry  Weidner,  Adam 
Lehman,  and  John  Ernst.  The  absent 
members  were — Benedict  Schwope,  Henry 
Baker,  Simon  Herre,  Frederick  Sehaffer, 
Martin  Kreider,  Christopher  Grosh,  and 
Abraham  Draksel.  Owing  to  conscientious 
objections  entertained  by  some  of  the  Breth- 
ren, no  record  had  been  kept  of  the  num- 
■ber  of  members  or  of  societies. 

Of  the  preachors  who  belonged  to  the 
tirst  conference,  Martin  Kbeider  was,  Ot- 
tcrbein  and  Boehm  excepted,  the  oldest 
minister  in  the  society.  He  was  a  true 
Aaronite,  a  strong  pillar  in  the  church, 
where  he  stood  faithful  to   bis  brethren,  to 
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all  men,  and  to  God,  during  &  long  life. 
He  was  the  father  of  John  Kreider,  the 
fiweel  singer,  the  sound  and  laborious  preach- 
er, who,  like  his  fkUier,  was  &ilhful  to  the 
end  of  life. 

Christopher  Gsosh,  another  memher  of 
the  conference  of  1789,  was  greatly  beloved 
and  respected.  He  was  a  prudent  counsellor, 
a  peacemaker,  and  a  preacher  mighty  in  the 
Scriptures.  For  more  than  forty  years,  he 
was  a  co-worker  with  the  Brethren,  and, 
when  full  of  years,  was  gathered  with  the 
elect  of  God. 

Abkaham  Drjucsel  was  bom  in  Lebanon 
county,  Pa,,  in  1753.  He  was  brought  up 
in  the  Amish  or  Ornish  society. 

This  society  has  been  regarded  as  a  seces- 
sion from  the  Moiuionitea.  It  derival  its 
name  from  Jacob  Amen,  a  native  of  Amen- 
thai,  in  Switzerland,  and  a  rigid  Mennonite 
preacher  of  the  seventeenth  century.  The 
principal  difference  between  the  Amish  or 
"Hooker  Mennonites,"  as  they  have  been 
culled,  because  they  wear  hooks  instead  of 
buttons,  and  the  other  Mennonites,  consists 
in  their  greater  simj>licity  of  dress,  and 
strictness  of  discipline.  Like  other  Mennon- 
ites, they  take  no  oaths;  administer  baptism 
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i(t  adolU  only;  *Uov  »o  fix^  saWrws  W 
ppeachers;  consider  war,  ip  all  its  fornix, 
onticbristiau  aud  luijuA^i  allow  ali  tliwr 
fljembejw  to  extort  ^4  expound  tine  Scripr 
turea  in  their  assemblies,  and  suffer  aftu^  ^ 
ibeiQ  W  becoQ^  a  puWip  <;ba^fge, 

Mr.  Dmkscl,  being  an  obedient  and  loviiig 
wn  of  kiitd  parcuU,  aud  leading  a  atxictl^' 
moral  and,  in  t])c  ostiiiuition  of  1^  Aw'^b 
brethren,  pioue  life,  was,  in  liis  twcnty-eiftb 
year,  encouraged  to  take  i>art  in  preaching, 
which  lie  did  with  such  grace  and  aWHt-y  a<» 
he  had.  Sown  after  he  began  tft  preach, 
however,  bo  fcU  tho  noed  of  a  ohaitgo  of 
heart,  and,  through  the  grace  of  God,  expe- 
rienced that  change.  The  love  of  Christ, 
which  was  to  him  a  blessed  reality,  oon- 
straLiieU  him  to  proiich  it  to  bis  brcthrep; 
$^)d,  in  the  woi'mth  and  joy  of  his  first 
love,  ho  had  hoped  that  the  doctrino  ojf 
the  ni^w  birtli,  and  the  news  of  his  own 
happy  oonversion,  wonld  be  well  received 
by  them ;  but  it  was  not  so,  That  the  \lng- 
4oin  of  Christ  did  not  consist  in  rigid  OUti 
ward  rule^  or  forms,  or  ocdi^a^cfie,  b^t  in 
peace  and  joy  in  ti^  Holy  Gbo^t,  tV.ey 
IT'OuId  Bot  bolicvo. 
,  On  the  contrary,  U*py  wore  offiend^  an,4 
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««andaUz«il  by  the  new  and  heartfelt  <nL- 
per^noe  and  pi%a«hiDg  of  Drjiksct,  (tnd  d6^ 
tennint!*!  to  silence  hiia.  After  having  ad- 
i^nished  hiiU  the  third  time,  vrithout  pro- 
duoitig  the  dc«iKd  change,  cither  111  his  i^-^ 
li^ottJ!  riewi  or  manner  of  preaching,  tiicj 
sent  a  special  deputatiort  of  the  elders  of 
the  Society  to  announce  to  him  the  decision 
of  hie  brethren,  that  he  should  be  silent 
When  these  elders  had  finished  their  work 
and  departed,  it  appeared  to  him  that  itn- 
gelt)  came  and  mihtstered  utito  him,  and  he 
felt  tntuk  coHiforb  and  peace  in  God  as  he 
had    never  before  enjoyed. 

Choaing  to  obey  God  rather  than  man, 
he  continued  to  preach,  and,  in  1782,  be- 
came aaaociafod  with  the  United  Brethren, 
with  whom  he  labored  forty-three  years.  Irt 
1804,  he  removed  to  Westmoreland  county, 
Pft.,  and  settled  his  femily  near  Mt.  Pleas- 
wit,  from  which  place  he  made  frequent 
preaching  tours  into  Ohio.  He  was  an  ac- 
ceptable and  excellent  preacher,  and  a  suc- 
cessful evangelist.  By  bis  labors  and  sac- 
rifices, the  good  cause  was  advanced,  and 
ho  will  live  long  in  the  memory  of  thd 
-church. 

"His  countenaDce  was  an    index    to    the 
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grace  and  purity  that  reigned  in  Ms  Leart» 
With  his  fine  silvery  beard,  he  reseuiblcd 
the  patriarchs  of  ol^  Of  sweet  and  huai- 
ble  spirit,  a  lover  of  hospitality,  a  lover  of 
good  men,  he  was  a  pattern  of  piety."* 
At  the  age  of  three  score  and  twelve  years, 
his  end  was  joy  and  peace.  Such  was 
Abraham  Drakscl,  the  silenced  Amish 
preacher,  and  a  member  of  th«  United 
Brethren  imnference  of  1789. 

Henrv  Baker  was  a  man  full  of  faith 
and  the  Holy  Ghost.  Of  the  othera,  wo 
can  not  speak  particularly.  They  were, 
however,  of  like  spirit  and  character. 

The  SKCOND  coNFEBKKCE  waa  held  in  Par- 
adise township,  York  county,  Pa.,  at  the 
house  of  Brother  Spangler,  in  1791.  Twen- 
ty-three preachers  were  recognized  as  mem- 
bers of  the  conference,  whose  names  follow: 
— Present — Wm.  Otterbein,  Martin  Boehm, 
George  A.  G  ucthing,  Christian  ?»' cwcomer, 
Adam  Lehman,  John  Ernst,  J.  G.  Pfrim- 
mer,  John  Neiding,  and  Benedict  Sanders. 
Absent — Henry  Weidner,  Henry  Baker,  Mar- 
tin Kreider,  F.  SchafTcr,  Christopher  Grosb, 
Abraham  Draksel,  Christian  Crum,  G.  For- 
tenbach,     D.   Strickler,    J.    Hershey,    Felix 

•  SparUi,  pp.  160,161. 
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Light,  Simon  Herre,  John  Hautz,  and  Bon- 
edict  Schwope.  During  the  two  years  which 
had  inten-ened  between  the  6r8t  conference, 
in  1789,  ftfld  the  second,  in  1791,  nine 
preachers  had  been  added  to  the  society. 
Hcnr»'  Baker  and  John  Hautz,  both  men  of 
earnest  piety  and  zeal,  had  removed  to  the 
west;  Baker  to  Tennessee,  and  Haatz  to 
Kentucky.  The  h-uits  of  their  labors  ia 
those  new  fields  were  by  no  means  incon- 
siderable. They  were  gathered,  however,  by 
other  societies. 

Of  the  members  of  the  confereooe  of  1791, 
J.  G.  Pfrimmer  and  J.  Neiding  deserve  cs- 
pe<!ial  notice,  as  they  were,  for  a  long  series 
of  years,  very  active,  prominent,  and  success- 
fill  ministers. 

John  G.  Pfrimmer  was  a  native  of  Alsace, 
an  old  German  province  on  the  Rhine,  ceded 
to  France  in  IfUS.  He  was  born  in  1762, 
and  was  brought  up  in  the  Reformed  church. 
He  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania  in  1788, 
where  he  soon  became  fully  enlightened  in 
relation  to  experimental  religion,  and  was 
made  a  partaker  of  divine  grace.  Having 
received  a  good  education,  and  f)eHeving  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  preach,  ho  began,  soon 
after  his  conversion,  to  exhort,  and  to  preach 
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ChrUt  and  bim  crticiflcd.  His  cminelit  TO 
li^ss  to  preach  manifested  itself  in  the  im- 
]^1rt3stons  which  his  disconraes  made  ul>oti 
his  hearers;  and,  in  view  of  his  education, 
tiilent,  gtace,  and  coibmatidin^  powerd  as  a 
six'ftkcr,  he  was  regarded  as  a  greil  acce^ 
erioi)  to  the  strength  and  influence  of  the  ri^ 
ihg  church. 

Being  a  man  of  strong  intellectual  poworai 
hating  a  mind  well  stored  with  useful 
knowledge,  and  especially  with  Biblical  lore, 
and  possessing  withal  a  peculiar  ner\'0U3  eh- 
-et^  which  sent  a  thrill  through  all  his 
words,  his  scrmofis  Were  not  only  ((riginal 
^nd  itistrlictive,  but  stirring  and  abiding  iH 
liieir  impression.  He  brought  things  ne* 
and  old  out  of  the  rich  treasury  of  inspirtu 
Mon,  applied  the  truth,  with  grtJat  force,  t<v 
the  consciences  of  men,  and  was  always 
ready  with  an  appropriate  text, — a  "thiia 
saith  the  Lord" — to  ^ten  It  there  with 
power.* 

By  his  energetic  and  efficient  labors,  many' 
heard  and  received  the  Gospel,  and  the 
word  of  God  was  multiplied  and  spT^ead 
ahroad  through  a  lai^  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania;  first   in   its  eastern  counties,  then  in 

•  Sf*jih,  If.  70,  71. 
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flie  Susquehannah  valley,  and  subsequently 
in  the  cwuntiea  of  Westmorelaud,  Somerset, 
aad  Waahingtoti,  west  of  tbe  Alleghanies. 
He  oommenced  his  labors  west  of  the  moun- 
taius  as  early  as  1800;  and,  in  1809,  he  fol- 
lowed the  tide  of  emigratiou  westward 
through  Ohio  into  Ilarrison  county,  Indiana, 
where  he  finally  settled,  without,  however, 
intcrmittiDg  his  itiaeraut  labors.  After  his 
settlement  in  Indiana,  he  extended  bia  tr&v- 
ela  eastward,  sometiiucs  as  far  as  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Maryland.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  general  conference  held  in  Ohio  in  lti25. 

John  Neidino  was  bom  in  Berks  county, 
Pa.,  in  1765,  soon  after  which  his  f"ther  re- 
moved into  the  neighborhood  of  ilamsburg, 
Dauphin  county,  where  John  was  raised. 
His  parents  were  Mennonites,  and  he  was, 
fts  a  matter  of  course,  trained  U|j  carefully 
in  that  society.  Being  of  a  serious  turn  of 
mind,  and  maintaining  a  go(Hl  character, 
while  quite  a  youth,  he  was  received  by 
baptism  into  the  church. 

When  he  had  reached  his  twenfcy-6fth 
year,  he  was  chosen,  by  lot,  to  be  a  prenrh- 
er.  At  this  period,  and,  indeed,  for  some 
time  previously,  he  had  been  dissatisfied 
with  his  religious  state,  and  was  earnestly 
18 
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seeking  for  a  clean  heart  and  a  token  of 
God's  love.  His  appointment  to  the  min- 
istry caused  bis  desire  for  a  clean  heart, 
and  a  token,  (as  he  expressed  it)  that  h© 
was  a  child  of  G-od,  to  become  still  more 
intense,  and  he  prayed  more  frequently  and 
fervently  for  these  blessings  which  he  kne^v 
were  promised  to  all  those  who  should 
come  unto  God,  through  Jesua  Christ.  Ho 
soon  found,  and  was  enabled  to  rejoice  in, 
a  knowledge  of  sins  forgiven,  in  the  v/iU 
ness  of  the  Spirit,  or  token  of  love  divine, 
and  in  the  possession  of  a  clean  heart. 

Having  an  experimental  salvation  from. 
-  sin,  he  was  constrained  to  preach  it  to  oth- 
ers; an'.,  with  great  earnestness,  he  began 
to  -'eclare  the  nature  and  necessity  of  tho 
new  birth.  He  insisted,  with  the  warmth 
and  confidence  which  a  fresh  and  genuine 
experience  inspires,  upon  the  Savior's  dec- 
laration to  Kicodemus,  "Marvel  not  that  I 
said  unto  you,  ^e  mmt  be  horn  again." 

This  was  more  than  his  Mennonite  breth- 
ren expected  from  him,  and  more,  unhap- 
pily, than  a  majority  of  them  were  willing 
to  receive.  While  preaching  with  much 
feeling,  some  time  after  his  conversion, 
many  in  the    congregation    began    to  weep> 
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and  somo  to  cry  loud  enough  to  be  heard. 
This  was  too  much  for  the  old  minister 
who  sat  near  to  him,  and,  taking  Neiding 
by  the  arm,  he  said,  "Obi  not  so,  brother! 
Tou  press  the  subject  too  farl"  To  this 
he  quietly  replied,  "I  will  press  it  still 
further.  There  is  no  stopping  this  side  of 
hearcn  I" 

Among  all  the  brethren  yet  noticed,  or 
hereafter  to  be  noticed,  Brother  Neiding 
was  the  Nathaniel.  He  iMjssessed  an  ex- 
cellent spirit, — meek,  gentle,  just.  Of  them 
that  are  without,  he  had  a  good  report 
The  virtues  and  graces  requisite  in  an 
elder  in  the  church  of  God,  were  all  ex- 
hibited in  his  character;  and  the  clear 
light  of  his  beautiful  and  holy  life,  which 
shed  a  luster  along  his  pathway,  was  never 
extinguished,  nor  ever  suffered  ci'en  a  mo- 
mentarj'  eclipse. 

As  a  preacher,  he  was  able,  by  sound 
doctrine,  to  exhort  and  convince  the  gain- 
sayers.  His  language  was  select  and  chaste, 
and  his  manner  inimitable.  He  had  a 
T<»ce,  clear  and  musical  as  a  silver  bell, 
at  complete  command.  Every  movement  of 
his  body,  of  his  hands,  and  even  of  his 
fingers,  was  graceful,   expressive,  and  calcu- 
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lated  to  impress  the  Gospel  Uieme.  To  the 
sinner,  that  clear  and  musical  voice  rang 
a  paiui\il  alarm  through  every  avenue  of 
hb  soul,  and  he  could  not  forget  it;  but 
to  the  broken-hearted  penitent,  to  the  re- 
turning prodigal,  to  the  wounded  and  dis- 
consolate spirit,  it  sounded  forth  grace, 
mercy,  and  peace  through  Jesus,  in  tones 
as  sweet  and  heavenly  as  if  they  had 
really  descended  from  the  celestial  climes. 
As  a  huilder  of  the  church  edifice,  the  ma- 
terials in  his  hands  were  "gold,  silver,  and 
precious  stones." 

His  popularity  was  necessarily  great 
among  the  evangelical  portion  of  all  the 
churches;  and  he  received  and  accepted 
niniicroiti  friendly  invitations,  to  participate 
in  the  dedication  of  houses  of  worship,  ex- 
tended to  him  by  Lutheran,  German  Re- 
formed,  and  other  churches. 

"Yet,  bo  it  remembered, — nay,  rather  in 
charity  let  it  be  forgotten — that  John  Nei- 
ding  was  deemed  "irregular"  by  the  Men- 
nonite  church,  and  was  thrust  out,  as  had 
been  Martin  Boehm  and  Abraham  Drak- 
ael." 

In  noticing  bb  dcmbe,  it  will  be  seen  that 
he  spent  a  long  and   useful    life  in  the  holy 
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ministry.  Entering  upon  the  work  in  the 
morning  of  life,  he  endured  the  heat  and 
l)urden  of  the  day  without  shrinking  from 
the  heavy  tasks  which  it  imposed  upon  him; 
and  when  that  day  declined,  and  snowy 
looks  covered  his  head,  he  labored  on  still 
with  undiminished  zeal;  and  the  last  hour 
and  minute  of  his  life  he  devoted  to  preach- 
ing Jesus.  "His  last  sermons,  and  especially 
those  preached  at  rnimp-meetings,  are  still 
fresh  in  the  minds  of  those  who  heard  them, 
and  are  among  the  sweetest  recollections  of 
their  lives."* 


•  Spajlb,  pp.  73,  74,  TS.  . 
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CHAPTER  XL 

THE    WOBK    ADVANCtNO — IlfCfDENtS — CONFER- 
ENCE OF   1800. 

At  tile  oonfereaccs  of  1789  and  1791,  and 
at  tbe  subsequent  conferences,  to  all  of  which 
sped&l  attention  need  not  bo  invited,  the 
preachers  who  could  devote  their  whole  time 
to  trarcling,  were  assigned  particular  fields 
of  labor,  upon  which  thoy  labored  as  itiner- 
ants. Others  wore  appointed  to  hold  great 
meetings,  designated  at  the  conferences,  in 
different  sections  of  tiie  country,  and  to  de* 
vote  as  much  of  their  time  to  the  work  of 
evangelization  as  their  circumstances  would 
permit.  All  the  preachers  and  brethren, 
under  the  judicious  and  kindly  suporintcnd- 
ence  of  Otterbein  and  Boehm,  devoted 
themselves,  with  remarkable  zeal  and  sin- 
gleness of  aim,  to  the  one  great  work  of  ex- 
tending and  strengthening  the  kingdom  of 
God. 

The  proachei"8,    especially  on  their  itinera 
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tmi  tours,  suffered  much  from  foolish  prej- 
udice, false  and  scandaluiut  reports,  and  in- 
sane bigotry;  and,  until  they  became  well 
Acquaint«d,  were  generally  regarded  as 
"wolres  in  sheep's  clothing,"  "false  proph- 
ito,"  "enchanters,"  and  aa  the  "filth  and 
cflfeonuring  of  all  things."  It  was  no  un- 
common thing  for  Otterbein,  Guething, 
I'frimmer,  Newcomer,  Boehm,  and  the  other 
irly  United  Brethren,  to  hare  the  doors 
of  houses  erect^-d  for  public  worship, — usu- 
ally IjUthoran,  flerman  Eleformed,  and  Men- 
notiite — locked  against  them.  Of  thia  they 
nerer  made  complaint.  The  world  outside 
was  large,  and  it  was  their  field;  and  as 
they  were  favored  with  plenty  of  hearers, 
they  were  always  ready  to  "bold  forth  the 
word  of  life"  in  grave-yards,  groves,  barns, 
school-houses,  or  private  dwellings. 

In  a  note  in  his  journal,  under  date  of 
April,  1795,  Christian  Newcomer  says: — 
*'This  day  I  came,  in  company  with  Bro. 
Guething,  to  what  is  called  Berner's  church; 
bat  we  were  not  permitted  to  preach  there- 
in; 80  Brother  Guething  preached  in  the 
grave-yiird  adjoining  the  church,  to  a  nu- 
merous congregation,  with  remarkable  pow- 
er."    Two    weeks    later,    he    writes: — "We 
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Tield  a  meeting  at  a  place  called  the  Black 
Kidge  church;  here  we  were  also  refused 
permission  to  preach  in  the  church,  and. 
Brother  Guething  spoke  in  the  school-house 
ailjoining." 

The  opposition  of  some  of  the  churches 
referred  to  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when 
the  usual  ciFccts  following  the  preaching  of 
the  Brethren  evangelists  are  considered. 
An  au  illustration^  notice  a  meeting  held 
in  a  church  whose  doors,  happily,  were  not 
lot-'ked  against  them.  This  meeting  was 
held  in  October,  1797.  We  quote  from 
Newcomer's  journal: 

"A  sacramental  meeting  was  commenced 
in  Redland,  York  county,  Pa.  The  first 
sermon  was  preache<l  by  Pfrimmer;  I  fol- 
lowed. Sunday  22. — This  forenoon,  Brother 
Martin  Boehra  delivered  the  first  discourse; 
I  then  spoke  from  Heb.  ii.:  5.  While  I 
was  speaking,  a  young  woman  suddenly 
arose  from  her  seat  and  exclaimed,  ^OM 
Lord,  I  am  lost!*  This  created  a  stir  in  the 
congregation,  and  (me  of  ike  trueteen  went 
dotpn  on  hie  knete  ami  cried  for  mercy!  An- 
other woman  commenced  crying  out  to  the 
[x>rd  to  have  mercy  on  her.  Her  husband, 
bearing  her,  made  his  way  to   the   seat,  and 
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there  they  both  wept  bitterly.  Bless  tho 
Lord!  To  me,  and  to  many  others,  this 
was  a  precious  time.  23d. — This  forenoon, 
we  had  our  lovc-fcast;  the  brethren  and  sis> 
tera  declared,  willingly,  what  God  had  done 
for  their  souls,  and,  when  the  meeting  clos- 
ed, they  retired  greatly  strengthened  and  eo- 
cou  raged." 

A  woman  crying  out,  in  agony,  "I  am 
lost,"  husbands  and  wives  weeping  aloud 
over  their  sins,  a  church  trustee  on  hift 
knees,  pleading  for  mercy,  and  the  whole 
winding  up  with  a  love-foost  meeting,  in 
which  the  woman  who  cried,  "1  am  lost," 
told  how  she  had  found  Him  who  came  to 
seek  and  save  the  lost, — In  which  the  hus- 
band and  wife  rejoiced  together  in  a  new- 
found ISaWor,  and  tho  truatco  related  how 
that,  up  to  that  time,  he  had  lived  in  sin 
and  blindness,  were  things  hardly  to  b© 
countenanced  in  every  church.  W'e  wonder 
not  that  many  doors  were  locked  by  those 
who  would  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  themselves,  and  who  were  disposed 
to   hinder   those   that    were   entering. 

Of  a  quarterly  meeting  held  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1796,  wo  have  tho  following  brief 
sketch  in  Newcomer's  journal: 
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"8th. — ^This  forenoon,  Brother  Guothing 
B]>okc  to  the  people  vith  dcmonstrfttian 
and  power:  I  think  not  a  few  were  con- 
vinced of  their  awftil  situation.  In  the  aft- 
ernoon, I  spoke  from  theae  words: — "How 
shall  ye  escape,  if  ye  neglect  so  groat  sal- 
vation?" On  the  itth,  we  had  a  powerful 
time;  many  poor  souls  confessed  openly  that 
they  had  rebelled  against  their  God,  la- 
mented that  they  had  speut  their  best  days 
in  sin  and  folly,  and  cried  for  morcy. 
Among  the  rest,  a  woman  came  forward, 
leading  her  daughter  by  the  hand,  both 
erjnng.  The  mother  said,  'Here  is  my 
ehiid;  for  some  time  she  has  opjwised  her 
husband  in  religion,  but  now  she  is  con- 
vinccd  of  her  error,  and  seeks  an  interest 
in  yuar  prayers.'  The  daughter  cried,  'Oh! 
yes,  pray  for  mc,  for  1  am  forever  lost!' 
Blcsserd  be  God,  she,  with  many  othens 
found  morcy." 

Many  ]»age3  might  be  filled,  from  New- 
comer's journal,  with  very  condensed  notices 
of  the  great  and  glorious  meetings,  usually 
of  three  days'  continuance,  held  between 
178S  and  1800.  A  few  of  these  notices  do- 
serve  a  j>ermanent  record  in  those  pages,  ad 
showing  the  spirit  of  the  early  Brethren,  aad 
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tiie  manifestations  of  the  presence  and  power 
of  God  which  attended  their  labors. 

Of  a  three  days'  meeting,  held  nob  far 
Axjin  Martin  Boehm'a,  in  Lancaster  county, 
Pa.,  we  have  the  following  notice: — 

"May  Slst,  1797,— This  day  the  grace 
of  God  waa  powerfully  diaplayod;  several 
brctlireo  dolivored  the  word  with  energy  and 
power.  On  the  sacramental  occasion,  we  had 
a  melting  time;  many  approached  the  table 
of  the  Lord  witli  streaming  eyes.  22d.— 
This  forenoon,  we  had  our  lovo-feast ;  it 
sorely  was  a  great  time;  the  brethren  and 
sisters  s{>oko  freely  and  feelingly  of  the  deal- 
ings of  God  with  their  souls,  and  many  were 
filled  with  the  dying  love  of  Jesus,  and  some 
to  overflowing;  even  my  poor  soul  received 
A  substantial  blessing.  Olor^'  be  to  God  and 
the  Lamb  forcrer!" 

A  few  days  later  in  the  same  year  and 
ir,tnth,  a  meeting  was  commenced  near  Leb- 
anon. '*  Brother  Crum  preached  the  first 
sermon,  when  many  hearts  were  tendered, 
and  tears  flowed  in  abundance.  Sunday, 
28tb.— Before  day  this  morning,  I  received 
a  powerful  blessing  at  the  band  of  God.  I 
could  not  remain  any  longer  in  bed,  but 
arose  praising  aud   shouting,  giving  glory  to 


God  fur  ail  his  uiercies.  Brother  Boclim 
preached  the  first  aermon  thia  forenoon; 
Brother  Gruni  followed.  In  the  aftcruoon,  t 
spoke  from  Ps.  iL:  5,  8.  In  the  evening, 
we  celebrated  the  dying  love  of  Jesus.  Thia 
waa  the  last  day  of  our  meeting,  and  the 
beat  day  of  the  feast.  Many  were  so  filled 
with  the  love  of  Jesus  that,  like  the  discir 
plcis  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  they  appeared 
dnmken.  My  heart  waa  not  left  empty;  but 
how  could  it  be  otherwise,  when  grace  flows 
so  abundantly  out  of  the  well  of  salvation. 
All  may  partake;  all  may  come  and  drink 
of  the  water  of  life  freely,  without  money 
and  without  price. 

"June  3d,  1797.^ — This  day,  the  sacra- 
mental meeting  at  Antietam.  Even  at  the 
beginning,  the  Lord  was  present  in  power. 
In  the  evening,  we  held  a  prayer-meeting  at 
Brother  S.  Baker's.  Several  brethren  from 
Baltimore  were  present :  we  had  a  good 
time.  Sunday,  4ib. — This  forenoon,  William 
Otterbein  proarhed  from  Ephosians  li.:  1,  6: 
— 'And  you  hath  he  quickened,  who  were 
dead  in  trespasses  and  in  sins;  wherein,  in 
times  past,  ye  walked  according  to  the 
course  of  this  world,  according  to  the  prince 
of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  spirit  that  now 
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Vorketh  in  the  children  of  disobedience: 
among  whom  we  all  had  our  conreraation  in 
times  past,  in  the  lusts  of  our  flesh,  futfilt- 
ing  the  desires  of  the  flesh  and  of  the  mind, 
and  were,  by  nature,  the  children  of  wrath, 
even  as  others.  But  God,  who  is  rich  in 
mercy,  for  his  great  love  wherewith  he  hath 
loved  us,  even  when  we  were '  dead  in  sins, 
hath  quickened  us  together  with  Christ;  (by 
grace  are  ye  saved)  and  hath  raised  us  up 
together,  and  made  us  sit  together  in  heav- 
enly plaoes  in  Christ  Jesus.'  0,  how  con- 
clusively did  lie  reason!  How  did  ho  en- 
deavor to  persuade  his  liearers  to  work  out 
the  salvation  of  their  souls!  How  did  ho 
try  to  convince  all  of  the  necessity  of  vital, 
experimental  religion— of  a  thorough  change 
of  heart !  The  congregation  was  uncom- 
monly large,  and  all  seemed  to  pay  the 
moat  profound  attention."  The  sacrament 
was  administered,  and  Draksel  preached  in 
the  afternoon.  "5th. — This  day  we  had  an 
«xcc«dingly  glorious  time.  A  great  number, 
both  male  and  female,  young  people  and 
hoarj'-headod  sinners,  were  convicted,  and 
some  happily  converted  to  God." 

Space  must    bo    given    for  a  notice  of  ono 
more   of  those  glorious  gatherings  of   God's  1 
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people.     Tliis   was  convened  in  Cumberland 
county,   Pa.,  in  the  year  1800. 

"Brother  Neiding  comment'cd  the  meet- 
ing. At  night  attended  a  prayer-meeting. 
The  Lord  was  powerfully  with  us.  Sun- 
day, 25th. — This  murning,  Bro.  Boehm 
preached  with  great  power.  In  the  after- 
noon, I  preached  from  1  Peter  i.,  19,  with 
considerable  libertv.  Before  the  close  of  the 
meeting,  several  young  persons,  of  both 
sexes,  wore  brought  under  conviction,  cry- 
ing aloud,  with  streaming  eyes,  for  mercy. 
We  prayed  with  them  for  some  time;  and 
several  found  the  poarl  of  great  price  ia 
the  pardon  of  their  sins.  26th. — To-day, 
Bro.  Boelim  preached  again,  on  the  suffer- 
ings and  death  of  our  Savior,  with  extraor- 
dinary power.  •  •  Every  heart  present 
was  touched  and  tendered.  Two  young 
women  cried  out,  *Ohl  Lord,  what  shall  we 
do?  M'^c  desire  to  bo  converted  to  God, 
and  get  religion.'  They  stated  that  their 
father  was  prayerless;  that  he  cursed  and 
swope,  and  said,  if  they  joined  these  peo- 
ple, he  would  never  let  them  oome  into 
his  house.  Others  cried  out,  *I  am  lost!  I 
am  tost,  and  undone!  Fray  for  us!  oht 
pray    for    us!'      In     this    manner,    several 
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boun  [>a«4cd  away,  the  shouts  of  satvatioa 
following   the   bitter   penitentiRl  cries." 

The  Brethren  ministry  of  this  period 
were  of  the  apostolic  stamp.  They  visited 
the  sick,  hunted  up  the  lost  sheep,  found 
their  way  to  the  prisoner's  cell  and  tho 
felon's  dungeon,  sought  out  the  uestitute, 
visited  from  house  to  house,  instructtxl  the 
children,  exhorted  the  youth,*  and,  in  every 
W(^,  exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost  to 
save  men  from  their  sin»,  and  build  them 
up  in  the  faith  uf  the  Gospel. 

In  this  great  work,  they  were  enwur- 
aged  and  aided,  aot  only  by  the  newly-ar- 
rived Methodiat  evangelists,  but  by  those 
spiritua!  men  iu  the  B^'formud  church, 
whom  we  have  named,  such  as  Hundcl  and 
Wagner;t    and    men    of    similar    faith  and 

•  To-di^,  1  citnie  (o  Bnriher  PTHmnier'ii.  About  thirtjr  chtldnn 
had  ■wmblcJ  at  hi*  boua*.  to  whom  h«  wu  filing  rvliglant  inntrno- 
tMit.  Stat  ircrc  undwr  coorjcuoa.  I  also  rpoke  U  Uicro.  Tbuir 
krarMvi>r#  wnaiblf  kmtli^.  Unj  ths  Lord  convert  ihrm  imly.— 
Kfweompr'*  Jonmi],  Htj,  IWW. 

t  Thia  day,  October  Sib.  1797,  th«  obnreli   ia  ibij  plio«  (31i*flfcr»- 

tawn)  W&1  deditAlinl  la  Ood.     lUr.  Mr,  Wnyncr  drlivnud  Uie  Snt 

Wrmon.     In  ibr  »ft«Tnoon.  Broiler  Giielliing  prwifh^il  wi'tli  ■  grvii 

(.VM*lng.       B_T  caDctl)*-1i)(ht,  Hei.  Mr    Hati(k<l  daliierwl    m   handMma 

diUMirM.  Til*  next  dajr,  fLer.  Ur.  Rokauiat  praacbod  in  Ibe  fortb 
noon,  XoebmiD  and  Williiimi  Lo  iba  trreoiag,  and  ITaTcomiir  ait 
niKht-^.  J.,  p.  n. 
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Bpirit    in    the    Lutheran     church,     such     toT 
Staunch*  and  the  elder  Kurtz. 

During  the  last  decade  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  quite  a  number  of  very  promising 
yuung  ministers  were  admitted  into  the 
conference.  These  were  the  fruit  of  the  re- 
vival of  vital  godliness  among  the  German 
people.  The  number  of  members  in  the 
communion  of  the  church  can  not  be  ascer- 
tained. No  enumeration  had  been  taken, 
and  there  was  a  very  goncrul  disiucUnatioa 
to  adopt  any  such  measure.  The  minis- 
terial force  numbered  thirty-one.  Of  these, 
several,  as  before  obsened,  were  young 
men,  and  a  few  only  of  the  whole  number 
were  able  to  devote  their  whole  time  to 
the  minbtry  of  the  word.  Otterbein  and 
Boehm,  although  still  active  and  very  labo- 
rious preachers,  had  each  passed  his  three> 
score  and  ten ;  and  Gruething  had  nearly 
reached  his  threescore.  Others  of  the  min- 
isters were  venerable  in  years,  and  had  seen 
hard  service. 

On    the    25th   of   September,  A.  D.  1800, 

•  Tb«  Rev.  Mf.  Staunch  [iirlt*d  urn  (Brother  DnJnol  asd  mj-wlf} 
lo  Wurn  will)  him  lo  liii  huiioo.     In  tha  rT«ning,  i  telMt  Cdiiipaiiy 

MH'Tiililcd.  and  wc  bad  much  rvligiou*  cunvmation.  and  a  lillle 
praytrT'ti] rating.  This  minUter  and  cmnpuiiDQ  art  piod*.  Hay  God 
blMi  tli«(B  Kbundantly. — Htweoroer'tlvtT, 
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the  confercnoe  assembled    at    Peter   Kemp's, 
is  Frederick  county,  Md. 

Preachers  prenent — Otterbein,  Boehm,  Guo- 
thing,  Pfirimmer,  Newcomer,  Lehman,  Drak- 
sel,  Chrbttian  Cnun,  Henry  Gnim,  John 
Herahey,  J.  Geiainger,  Henry  Boehm,  D. 
Aurauf,  and  Jacob  Bowlus. 

Absent — Neiding,  .SchatTer,  Kreider,  Grosh, 
Abraham  Mayer,  G.  Fortenbaugh,  Darid 
Snyder,  Adam  Reigel,  A.  Hershey,  ChrUtian 
Hershey  of  Pa.,  John  Ernst,  M.  Thomas  of 
Md.,  Simon  Herre,  Daniel  Strickler,  Joha 
Sonaeny,  Abraham  Heistand,  and  I.  I^iawaa- 
der  of  Va. 

In  this  conference,  although  the  number 
of  ministers  was  not  lai^,  the  various  parts 
of  the  church  wore  well  represented,  and  it 
was  a  session  of  more  than  usual  import* 
ance. 

Before  the  business  was  introduced,  Mr. 
Otterbein  prayed,  read  a  portion  of  Scrip- 
ture, and  delivered  a  short  address.  Each 
preacher  then  made  a  plain  and  definite 
statement  of  his  ccperience,  and  of  his  pur- 
poses in  regard  to  the  service  of  God  in  the 
work  of  the  ministry.  All  expressed  a  de- 
termination, notwithstanding  the  toils  and 
'.trials,  the  persecution  and  poverty,  that ' ' 
19 
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awaited  them,  to  continue   to   labor    for  the '  t 
honor  of  God,  and  the  good  of  siankind. 

Kach  miniater  was  Lhen  diamincd  sepa^ 
ratelj,  rcspectiDg  his  progress  in  the  divine 
life,,  and  success  in  the  work.  Especial  , 
prominence  appears  to  hare  been  given,  in 
the  examination,  to  the  interior  life  of  the 
ministry. 

Up  to  this  period,  the  church  had  passed 
under  tho  name  of  United  Bbkthren,  a 
name  which  had  been  previously  borne,  as 
we  have  seen,  by  three  bodies  of  Christians, 
of  siuilu*  spirit,  drawn  together  under  simi- 
lar circumstances,  one  of  which  existed  long 
prior  to  the  reformation  in  the  siJiteentb 
contur)'.  Aud,  indeed,  when  converted  Mcn- 
nonitcs,  Lutherajis,  Reformed,  Tunkers,  and 
Amiah,  were  drawn  together  at  great  meet- 
ings, like  the  one  at  Isaac  Long's,  and  those 
which  succeeded  it,  and  when,  by  providen- 
tial circumstaiiooa,  they  were  compressed  into 
an  ecclesiastical  organization,  no  other  name 
seemed  appropriate.  Its  adoption  was  a 
moral  necessity.  A  similar  providential 
union  had  made  it  a  necessity  at  Fulneck, 
in  1457;  and,  at  Herrnhut,  two  hundred  and 
seventy  years  later.  Wlien  Count  Zinzen- 
dorf  organized  a  union  church  at    Herrnhuty 
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in  1727,  he  waa  not  to  be  blamed  for  appro- 
priating  the  most  suitable  name;  and  the 
same  ajwlogy,  if  what  God  orders  and  ap- 
proves needs  an  apology,  will  hold  good  in 
the  case  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ 

It  was   suggested,  however,  at    the  confer- 
ence of    1800,  and   not  without    rtason,  that 
this   namfS  when  employed  in  wills,  deeds, 
and  <  otiiep.  legftl    instrnmenta,    might    give 
rise  to    legal  diffieultie«;    andj    altiiough<  a 
change  in  the  name  was  not  deemed   exp«*i: 
dient  nor  deairable,  yet,  to  avoid  misapirfio'  ■ 
cation  and  misundf^rstanding,  the  words,  '^DUr. 
Christ,"  were  added:     Hence,  since    iSOOjw 
the  proper  name  otj  the   denomination  has 
been,  "The  Chifkoh  of  the  Fxitrd  Breth^m 
BEX  IS  Christ." 

The    next    important    item    of     business 
transacted,  was  the  election  of  William  Obtti 
terbein  and  Martin  Boehm  to  the  office  of 
superintendent  or  bishop. 

It  must  not  be  inferred,  however,  that* 
up  to  this  period,  the  church  had  been 
without  a  superintendent  That  office  had 
been  filled  with  eminent  ability  and  faith- 
fulness, by  Otterbein,  up  to  th  is  period. 
He  had  been  placed  in  that  responsible  re- 
lation, not  by  a  formal   vote   of   his  breth* 
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ren,  bat  by  the  force  of  those  providential 
circumstances  which  gave  rise  to  the  church 
— in  other  words,  by  the  election  of  God. 
The  care  of  all  the  churches  had  rested 
upon  him;  to  him  all  eyes  were  directed 
for  counsel;  every  preacher,  without  an  ex- 
ception, deferred  to  his  judgment;  and  such 
was  the  veneration  and  affection  with  which 
he  was  regarded,  and  the  confidence  in  his 
wisdom  and  prudence,  that,  if  ho  said  to 
one,  Gk),  he  went  willingly;  and  to  another. 
Come,  ho  came  gladly.  It  was  deemed 
proper,  however,  at  this  conference,  to  elect 
two  superintendents.  The  choice  of  the 
second  fell  upon  Boehm,  who,  in  influ- 
ance  and  in  usefulness,  was  second  only  to 
Otterbein. 

On  the  forenoon  of  the  second  day  of 
the  conference,  Otterbein  preached  from 
Amos  iv.,  12,  and  was  followed  by  Boehm. 

The  day  succeeding  the  cloae  of  the  con- 
ference, a  sacramental  meeting  was  oora- 
moncod,  at  which,  on  the  Sabbath  follow- 
ing, Mr.  Otterbein  discoursed  from  Rev. 
ill.:  7-12.  How  appropriate  this  text  to 
the  time  and  the  occasion!  "And  to  the 
angel  of  the  church  in  Philadelphia  write: 
These  things  saith  he  that  i»  holy,  he  that 
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la  true,  he  that  hath  tho  key  of  DaWd, 
he  that  openoth,  and  no  man  shutleth;  aud 
sLuLteth,  and  no  mau  openeth:  I  know  thy 
works:  behold  I  have  set  before  thee  an 
open  door,  and  no  man  can  shut  it:  for 
thou  hast  a  little  strength,  and  hast  kept 
my  word,  aud  bast  not  denied  my  name." 
"He  spoke,"  says  Newcomer,  "with  aston- 
ishing clearness  and  perspicuity,  and  ap- 
peared to  be  inspired  with  the  gift  of  in- 
terpretation." 

The  measures  adopted  by  the  conferenco 
of  1800,  gave  a  fresh  Impetus  to  the  cause 
of  religion.  During  the  succeeding  year, 
ten  groat  meetings,  some  of  which  were 
distinguished  by  remarkable  blessings,  were 
held  in  different  portions  of  the  country. 
Conversions  were  numerous,  and  some  of 
them  singularly  powerful.  At  Antietam, 
and  at  Abraham  Mayer's,  especially,  grace 
triumphed,  although,  as  usual,  Satan  raged 
and  stirred  up  persecution  against  the  la- 
borers and  the  converts.  At  the  former 
place,  "father  Otterbein,"  says  Newcomer, 
"preached,"  on  Sabbath  forenoon,  "witK 
such  power  and  grace,  that  almost  every 
soul  on  the  ground  seemed  to  be  pierced 
to  the  heart,     *    *    and    the    attention  (^ 
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'every  soul  w&s  riveted  to  the  spot.  I  spoke 
..after  iiim,  but  »n\y  fur  a  short  liuie,  when 
•^ti  {Myopic  broke  forth  in  i  lantentattons  for 
mercy."  The  succeediog  day  is  deecribed 
as  "ft  day  of  grace,"  ''a  Fentecoet,"  a  day 
of  the  oiit^uriQg  of  itbe  i  Spirit,  .as  ia  days 
of  wld. 

iln  jVirgiuia,  the  IaJ)or»/of   the  "Uainisters 

.and  brct>hrou  nere  atteodod  with    the  rich 

affoaions  of  divine  grace.    At   some  of   the 

great    meetings,    the    people   fell   before   the 

liord    Like  -mowii  [grass;    and  if  the  distress 

.of  the  penitents   was  deep,  and  their  crice 

-Jutter,  fio  was  the  sucoeeding  joy. 

The  pnjfwhers,  for  want  of  lime,  were  hur- 
ried away  from  tliosc   meetings,  their  batU&* 
fields,  while  yet  aitmers  trembled,  tears  were 
t&lliag  fast,  and  mourners  were  crying,  "Wei 
we  lost!" 

It  often  occurrorl    that,  the   parting   hour 

was    an    hour  of    redoiiiption   to    numerous 

broken-h€»rted  mourners.     The  thought  tJiat 

■^the   meeting  muat   be  dosed,  and   the  fiiit^ 

ful    minieters    depart  hastily  to  other    fiela-* 

of    toil,   but    deepened   the   wounds    already 

•.Aiadc,  and,  with  huly  viuleuce  and  an  agony 

fflf  .earrMtatness  whioh  fewcan   understand  or 

tftpprociate,    they  would    lay  hold  on   heavoa 
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and  cry,  "I  will  not  let  thee  go!"  "Lord, 
save,  or  I  perish!''  Preachers  and  people 
gather  once  more  around  them.  All  hearts 
are  melted.  One  more  prayer  ia  offered. 
Faith  grows  mtgfaty,  almost  omnipotent. 
Heaven  ia  o^ned  agkin.  The  Holy  Spirit 
descends.  A  shout  breaks  forth,  of  "Glory! 
glory!  gloryl"  Then  the  eyangelista  depart, 
and  go  on  their  way  to  another  meeting  re- 
joicing. 

"On  ihj  cburob.  0,  pov«r  dJTiiia, 
OiUM  thy  glorioua  he*  to  tb\nt 
Till  th«  naiioii*  /nxn  aTv. 
HaiJ  bar  m  Ibeir  guiiUug  eUr. 

"Tbenalnll  Ood.with  might j  hind, 
acaumt  bl««un^  o'«r  Ibe  Uad. 

And  ihr  WiuM'*  ti'iK'tti'iit  buuDd, 

WiU)  Ike  rai«e  of  pftiae  ratauiuL 

"  Lord,  tby  ekarch  bMh  moo  thao  r4«a 
To  tlij  tempi*  in  Ibe  alim  : 
Ond,  mf  Savior  I    flod,  m;  kiagl 
BMf  Ihj  tkuaouiml  piM^ie  oiog. 

"WbpD,  in  {[loriei  all  AiHt», 
Throarb  tli«  «wth  thj  cbareb  ibdl  khia*. 
Eiog*.  in  prsjsr  ■ad  prsite,  Bball  wait, 
Beodbg  It  cLf  tampl*'!  gWc."* 

•  Spajrtb.  pp.  M,  U. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

CONFEtLENCEe     OP     1801      AND     1802 — OBKAT" 
MEETINGS — LOVE-FEASTS. 

On  the  23d  of  September,  A.  D.  1801, 
the  conference  again  assembled  at  Peter 
Kemp's,  in  Frederick  county,  Maryland. 
There  were  twenty  ministers  present,  whose 
names  follow: — Otterbein,  Boehm,  Newcomer, 
Striekler,  Guething,  Peter  Senseny,  Neiding,. 
Daniel  Long,  Mayer,  Schaffer,  Geisinger,- 
John  Hershey,  Thomas  Winter,  L.  Duck- 
wald,  Snyder,  Peter  Kemp,  Matthias  Kess- 
ler,  Christian  Cruna,  Abraham  Hershoy,  and 
Thomas.  Peter  Senseny,  Long,  Winter, 
Duckwald,  and  Keasler,  were  new  mem- 
bers. The  names  of  the  ministers  who 
were  absent  are  not  giren  in  the  minutes. 

The  conference  was  opened  with  prayer 
and  an  address  by  Otterbein.  He  stated  in 
the  address,  and  dwelt  upon  the  truth, 
"  ^t  aalvation  comes  alone  through  Jtsus 
Christ,  and   that,  if  we  are  delivered  from  sin,. 
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we  must  thank  him  onlg  for  it."  The  first 
day  of  the  aeasion  was  taken  up  in  a  re- 
lation of  personal  Chriatiau  experience,  and 
a  general  statement,  by  the  preachers,  of 
the  labors,  trials,  and  success  of  the  year. 
These  relations  and  statements  were  of  a 
Tery  affecting  and  intor<:rsti  ng  character. 
The  reports  in  relation  to  the  progresa  of 
the  cause  in  tho  different  parts  of  the  work, 
irero  highly  enoouraging.  Success  in  win- 
ning souls  had  attended  the  labors  of  the 
ministers  pretty  generally,  and  tho  societies 
were  in  a  state  of  prosperity.  The  second 
day's  session  was  opened  with  reading  itom 
Revelation  14th  chapter,  and  "  prayer  to 
Almighty  God,"  (we  quote  the  minutes) 
"that  he  may  make  us  willing  to  preach 
the  Gospel,  and  that  he  may  enable  us  to 
live  as  we  preach  to  others."  The  mem- 
hers  of  the  conference  were  then  all  oiam- 
ined  in  relation  to  their  moral  and  official 
character,  and  their  usefulness  in  the  min- 
istry. When  the  question  was  asked,  "Who 
belongs  to  the  itinerancy?"  the  following 
brethren  gave  their  names: — Christian  New- 
comer, David  Snyder,  M.  Thomas.  Abraham 
Horshey,  Daniel  Strickler,   Abraham  Mayer, 
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j-^rederink   Sohaffbr,    David  Long,   John  Hfei- 
■■-ding,  and  Peter  Kemp. 

The  following  important   resolutions  were 
>•  Adopted: — 

**1.  Resolved,  That  each  preaeher,  after 
h  preaching,  shall  hold  a  conversation  with 
i-those  who  may  be  seeking  the  conversion  of 
^<  their  souls,  whoever  they  may  he. 

*'2.iKeeolTod,  That  the  preachers  shall 
'liimto  be  short,  and  to  avoid  all  superflnoua 
"irords  in  their  sermons  and  prayers;  yet, 
•should  the  Spirit  of  Ood  lead  them  to 
"(lengthen  their  sermoins,  it  ia  'th«ir  duty  to 
"rfbltow  the  divine  direction." 

To   this   second    resolution  was   appended 
nhis  simple  and   appropriate   petition, — "Oh! 
•i'Goti,  give  us  wisdom  and    understanding   to 
•»»do  all  according  to  thy  will.     Amen." 

'It  was   also   resolved   that  each   preacher 
'»who  could  rot  attend  the  annual  seesions  of 
'nthe  conference,   should   give    the    conference 
•''due  notice  of  the  fact. 

'On  the  last  day  of  the  conference,  1L-.  Ot- 
■I'terbein,  as  was  bis  custom,  preached  a  oon- 
■'fercnce  sermon,  from  Jude,  20th  to  the  9Stb 
'inblusive.  The  reader  will  not  be  displuiacd 
■"to  find  the  whole  teit  quotM  here: 

"20.  But    ye,   beloved,   building  up  your- 
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'iselres  on  tout  most  holy ' Jaith,  praying  in 
the  Holy  Ghost, 

^'21.  Keep  yourselves  in  the  love  of  (J«d, 
Y  looking  lor  the  meroy  of  oar  Lord  Jmus 
Ohnsi  nato  eternal  lifb. 

"22.  And  of  some  have  compassion,  mak- 
ing a  difference: 

M23.  And  othen  eave  with  fear,  pulling 
ihvm  out  of  the  iire;  bating  even  the  ^r- 
iment  spotted  by  the  fleah. 

"24.  ^'ow  uato  him  that  is  «hlc  to  kcfcp 
you  from  falling,  and  to  present  you  faultless 
before  the  presence  of  his  glory  with  exceed- 
ing jojt 

"25.  To  the  only  wise  (Jod  our  Savior, 
be  glory  and  majesty,  dominion  and  power, 
both   now  and  evor.     Amen." 

The  loading  topics  of  this  diaooune  were 

1.  The  sanctity  of  the  ministerial  ofSoe. 

2.  The  character  of  the  men  who  should 
take  upon  them  this  office.  They  must  be 
men  of  faith,  of  prayer,  and  full  of  the  Holy 
Ghost 

3.  The  duties  of  the  office. 

4.  Its  great  responKibilitlee. 

While  treating  upon  Uio  reeponsibilities  of 
the  ministeriai  office,  the  force  of  his  re- 
marks   were     overpowering.       Tears    flowed 
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n  firom  every  eye,  and  preachers  and  people 
wept  together.  The  impressions  made  by 
this  sermon  wore  not  soon  forgotten.  New- 
comer  says:  "The  impression  made  upon  my 
poor  heart  will,  I  trust,  abide  witU  me  as 
long  aa  life  shall  last." 

The  meetings,  during  the  conference,  were 
attended  with  the  dirine  blessing,  and  a 
number  of  conversions  to  (Sod  occurred. 
Great  unanimity  and  brotherly  love  prevailed 
throughout.  On  the  third  day,  conference 
adjourned  lo  meet  the  following  October. 
The  minutes  arc  signed  thus: — 

Martin  Boehm. 

WiujAM  Ottkhbf.ix. 

Georcik  Auam  Guethino. 
The    CONFERENCE    OK    1802    met    at   the 
house  of  Brother  John  Cronise,  in  Frederick 
county,  Md.,  not  far  from  Peter  Kemp's,  Oc- 
tober 6th,  1802.     Ott*?rbein  and  Boehm  pre- 
sided.     The    conference    was    opened    witli 
•.  singing  and  prayer,   by  Boehm,  followed  by 
an  address    from  Otterbein.     The  preachers 
were    all    examined,   according    to    rule,  as 
usual,    and,    to    their  comfort  and    joy,   all 
were  found  to  be  walking    in  the    path  of 
-  duty.    No  circumstance  occurred  during  the 
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session,  to  intemipt  the  peace  and  harmony 
of  the  deliberationa. 

The  only  new  name  which  appears  upon 
the  minutes,  in  that  of  William  Ambrose, 
of  Virginia.  Two  brethren  were  authorized 
to  exhort,  and  Ludwtg  Duclcwald  and  Juhn 
Keiding  received  permission  t«  "adminiflter 
all  the  ordinances  of  the  house  of  God,  ao 
-cording  to  the  Scriptures." 

The  question  in  regard  to  keeping  a  reg- 
ister of  the  names  of  the  members  in  the 
church,  again  came  up,  and  was  discussed. 
A  motion,  favoring  such  a  register,  was 
lost  by  a  vote  of  nine  against  three.  A 
number  of  the  members  were,  probably, 
neutral,  as  they  did  not  vote  at  all. 

The  subject  of  prayer-meetings  was  also 
brought  before  the  conference,  and  a  reso- 
lution was  passed,  enjoining  it  upon  preach- 
ers to  establish  and  maintAin  prayer-meet>> 
ings  at  every  appointment  where  at  all 
practicable. 

3ome  proposals  were  made  in  regard  to 
the  collection  of  a  fund  for  the  relief  of 
poor  ministers.  It  does  not  appear,  how- 
ever, that  any  definite  plan  was  fixed  upon. 
The  following  resolution  was  passed: — 

"Resolved,  That,   if  any  of  our  preachers 
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sLall  do  any  thing  wrong,  it  shall  be  the 
dutj  of  the  pniachcr  iieit  (or  nearest)  to 
him,  to  talk  to  him,  privately,  in  relation 
to  the  wrong.  If  lie  does  not  listen  to 
him,  or  accept  his  adrice,  ho  shall  take 
with  him  one  or  two  more  preachers;  and 
if  he  does  not  listeD  to  them,  he  shall  be 
silenced  until  the  next  session  of  confer- 
eooe." 

The  foUawing  resolution  was  also  adopted:' — 
Resolved,  Th«t^i  in  case  one  of  our  super- 
intendents—W.  Otterbein  or  Martin  TJoehm 
—should  die,  aiufther  minister  shall  be 
elected  to  fill  the  place.  This  is  the  wish 
of  those  two  brethren,  and  the  unanimous 
wish  uf  all  the  preachers  present." 

From  this  resolution,  it  appears  that,  in 
1802,  111©  utility  and  imj)ortanee  of  the  of- 
fiea  of  general  superintendent^  or  bishop, 
was  duly  appreciated  by  the  venerable  fa- 
thers, Otterbein  and  Boehm,  and  by  their 
younger   brethren. 

The  conference  sermon  was  preached  on 
the  second  day  of  the  session,  by  Otter- 
bein,  from  Heb.  xiii.:  17.  He  was  followed 
in  an  address  by  Boehm. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day  of  the 
session,  after  the  business  had  all  been  dis- 
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patched,  and  jiist  before  the  adjournment, 
the  confi^rence  lUuned  to  another  address 
from  Otterbem.  ''Ho  exhorted  .U8|"  i^aya 
Jfowcomor,  "particularly,  to  be  careful  to 
pronch  no,  other  doutriae  thau  that  which 
is  plainly  laid  down  in  thu  Bible;  that 
nothing  lesa  .thau  a  new  i.>peatiire  iu  Christ 
Jesus  wilt,  be  acceptable  in,  the  sight, of 
God;  that  we  should  bo  ardently  and  diJUi- 
igcntly  engaged  in  the  work  of  tJiu  Lord; 
and,  lastly,  that  we  should  love  one  auotker, 
and.  fur  Jesus'  sake,  suffer  and  endure  alli 
things." 

The  preacliera  went  to  their  fields  of  1^ 
bor  full  of  faith  and  the  Holy  Ghost.  A 
few  days  after  the  conference,  a  quarterly 
meeting  was  held  at  Hoffman's,  in  Rock- 
ingham county,  Va.  Let  the  good  Xew-., 
comer  give  us,  in  bis  own  simple  language^t- 
an  account  of  this  meeting: 

"Brother  Guething  spoke  with  tender 
compassion;  the  people  began  to  cry  aloud. 
The  meeting  was  held  in  a  bam.  Wlien 
Brother  Guething  had  closed  bis  remarks, 
I  arose,  went  among  the  people  in  the  con- 
gregation, exhorting  them  to  accept  of  the 
overtures  of  mercy.  Presently  a  yotuig 
man    fell   on    my  neck,  crying  and  calling 
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jdoud:  'OhI  Mr.  Newcomer,  what  shall  I 
do? — what  shall  I  do  to  be  saved?'  I  re- 
plied, believe  in  the  Lord  Jeaua  Christ.  In- 
stantly,  two  others  (who  were  brothers)  fell 
on  their  knees,  each  crying,  'What  shall  I  do? 
T  nm  lost  forever.  Oh!  Lord  Jesus,  have 
mercy  on  me.'  A  young  woman  fell  down, 
•crj'ing  for  mercy:  her  sister,  who  was  sit- 
ting beside  her,  with  a  child  in  her  arms,  in- 
stantly laid  it  on  the  floor,  imploring  the 
mercy  of  God.  Next  came  the  mother, 
also  crying,  'Oh!  Lord — mercy,  mercy  for 
myself  and  children.'  The  father  also  drew 
nigh,  took  the  child  up,  to  prevent  its  be- 
ing hurt  in  the  group,  and  stood  alongside 
of  his  children  and  wife,  with  tears  stream- 
ing down  his  furrowed  cheeks.  0,  what  a 
sight!  The  scene  could  not  be  beheld  with- 
out emotion.  The  whole  congregation  began 
to  cry  and  moan;  the  excitement  became 
general.  Tresently  one  fell  here,  another 
there;  a  woman  hanging  on  the  bosom  of 
her  beloved  companion;  a  daughter  in  the 
arms  of  her  distressed  mother:  all  crying 
for  mercy.  Never  before  have  I  witnessed 
the  power  of  God  in  so  great  a  degree, 
among  so  many  people.  We  commenced 
singing  and  praying;  and,  glory  be  to  God, 
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many  distressed  souls  found  peace,  and  par- 
don of  their  sins,  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb.  The  meeting  was  protracted  till 
Ut«  at  night  I  went  home  with  Mr.  and 
Mm.  Meyer,  a  godly,  pious  pair;  they  en- 
tertained me  very  friendly. 
I  "2l8t. — This  day  the  congregation  was 
still  more  numerous  than  the  day  before. 
Brother  Guelhing  spoke  first,  with  great 
power,  from  1  Cor.  i.;  v.  23;  24:  I  follow- 
ed him.  The  power  of  God  was  again  sig- 
nally display«l,  the  love  of  Jesua  shed 
abroad,  and  united  all  hearts  in  the  bonds 
of  brotherly  love.  At  the  administration  of 
the  saerament,  you  could  perceive  all  dis- 
tinction of  sects  lost  in  Christian  love  and 
fellowship.  Tjutherans,  Presbyterians,  Men- 
noniles,  Baptists,  and  Mcthodista,  all  drew 
neaar  the  Lord's  table,  and  united  in  com- 
memoration of  the  dying  love  of  the  Re- 
deemer. Many  were  not  able  to  avoid 
shouting  and  praising  God  for  his  unbound- 
ed  mercy  and  goodness.  With  difficulty, 
we  parted  from  the  people,  but  we  were 
compelled  to  leave  them,  in  order  to  fill 
our  appointment  at  Mr.  Hivener's,  about 
tan  miles  distant." 
"Nineteen  great  meetings  were  held  duN 
SO 
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Ing  this  year.  The  times  selected  for  hold- 
ing these  meetings,  were  the  months  of 
May,  June,  August,  September,  and  Octo- 
ber. Tbe  holding  of  these  meetings  form- 
ed, as  we  have  already  seen,  another  link 
in  the  chain  of  reformation.  It  was  a  new 
measure,  but  one  which  was  productive  of 
much  good,  and  resulted  in  the  best  of 
consequences.  They  afforded  an  enlarged 
£eld  of  action,  and  a  wider  spread  of  the 
knowledge  of  true  religion;  and  a  fit  op- 
portunity to  enforce  the  practice  of  its 
moral  precepts.  Hundreds,  and  we  may 
say  thousands,  by  these  means,  came  to 
hear,  who,  in  the  ordinary  way  of  holding 
religious  or  divine  worship,  would  not  have 
been  brought  under  the  saving  influence  of 
this  dispensation  of  life.  Prejudices  which 
had  taken  possession  of  the  minds  of  many, 
accompanied  by  a  sectarian  spirit,  were 
thereby  more  or  less  removed  or  shorn  of 
their  strength,  and  the  best  of  all  was^ 
many  experienced  a  change  of  heart  On 
the  Sabbath  day,  the  concourse  of  people 
was  frequently  such  as  to  render  the  ad- 
ministration  of  the  holy  sacrament  on  that 
day  impracticable.  When  this  was  the  case, 
the  love-feaat  and  the  sacrament  were  held 
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on  Monday.  Those  love-fijasts  In  the  eariy 
(lays  of  the  rise  of  the  church,  were  peoul- 
iar  to  the  time,  and  characteristic  of  the 
progress  of  a  glorious  reformation,  nTought 
by  HiM  who  holds  the  seven  stars  in  his 
right  hand,  and  who  said,  'Behold  I  have 
set  before  thee  an  opon  door.*  The  dis- 
tinctive divisions,  whidi  embraced  the  Ger- 
man population  and  churches,  (as  stated 
elsewhere)  consisting  of  Lutheran,  Germftn 
Reformed,  Mennonite,  and  Tunkers,  had, 
previously,  and  at  this  very  period,  little  or 
no  Christian  fellowship  or  communion  with 
each  other  as  churches.  But  here  at  these 
meetings  they  wore  seen  and  found  worship- 
ing God  together,  from  the  four  divisions. 
We  say  in  those  love-feasta,  the  Tunker,  the 
Mcnnonite,  and  the  high-churchman,  were 
seen  to  rise  alternately,  and  tell  their  Chna- 
ttan  experience.  Men  whose  heads  had  be- 
come silvered  by  age,  with  the  middle-aged 
and  the  youth,  testified,  for  the  first  time^ 
that  God  had  bestowed  upon  them  his  mer- 
cy, and  had  pardoned  their  sins.  The  sim- 
plicity, the  earnestness,  with  which  this  testi- 
mony was  delivered,  could  not  fail  to  carry 
conviction  with  it.  These  witnesses  showed 
iiow  hard  it  was  to  give  ap  all,  in  the  midst 
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of  persecution,  the  derision  of  ffiends,  and 
false  comforts  of  pastors,  and  io  persevere  iil 
faitli  and  prayer,  until  the  blessing  came. 
Two  or  three  cases  we  will  state  in  words 
nearly,  and  we  might  say,  word  for  word,  as 
they  passed. 

"One  arose  and  said,  'I  was  l)ronght  up 
In  the  ehurch,  I  was  catechised  and  confirm- 
ed, have  been  a  member  of  the  church  for 
twenty  years,  and  yet,  now  only  do  I  know, 
by  experience,  the  realities  of  religion." 
'""Another  said,  'I  was  raised  a  Mennonite, 
—was  received  into  that  society  in  my  eight- 
eenth year.  I  am  now  forty  years  old.  I 
led  a  moral  life,  and  was  frequently  told  by 
my  teachers,  all  was  safe.  But,  six  months 
ago,  1  found  myself  a  poor  lost  sinner.  Oh!- 
I  saw  myself  a  great  sinner,  condemned  by 
the  word  of  God  and  the  tribunal  of  my 
own  conscience.  My  distress  was  great,  but 
God  has  had  mercy  upon  me,  and  blessed 
me.  Christ  died  ior  me.  I  love  the  Lord, 
I  love  his  people.  Oh!  come,  you  arc  all 
my  brethren, — you  Reformed,  you  Luther- 
ans, you  my  Mennonit«  brethren,  "who  hava 
not  yet  experienced  the  love  of  God.  'I 
wu  like  you;  you  know  it:    oh!  come,  seek 
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"And  yet  another  arose  tremblingly,  and 
ihe  tears  were  rolling  down  his  face. 
'Brethren,  I  came  fifty  milea  to  this  meet- 
ing. I  was  raised  Id  the  church.  I  wad 
catechisedt  and  was  praised  for  learning  the 
questions  and  answers  so  well.  I  wus  con- 
firmed, partook  of  the  holy  sacrament,  was 
a  member  in  the  church,  attended  preach- 
ing faithfully,  and  paid  the  preachera.  I 
was  considered,  by  my  neighbors  and 
firiends,  a  good  Christian,  althou;E;b  they 
knew  I  sometimes  used  profane  language, 
with  other  conduct  unbecoming  a  Christian. 
3omo  of  the  preachers  who  are  now  on  the 
stand,  came  and  preached  in  my  neighbor- 
hood. I  would  not  go  to  hear  them  my- 
self. The  man  who  invited  them  to  bis 
house  to  preach,  had  bee,D  a  particular 
friend  of  mine  until  he  had  prcachiug  at 
his  house.  He  tried  to  reason  with  me,  but 
I  would  listen  to  no  reason.  I  said  to  him, 
you  and  1  have  been  confirmed  together,  and 
are  members  of  one  church,  what  do  you 
want  with  preaching  at  your  house?  Is 
the  preaching  we  have  not  sufficient?  I 
hope  you  are  not  going  to  forsake  the  re- 
ligion of  your  forefathers.  What  do  you 
mean  by  saying  we  must  be  oouTcrtcd,  and 
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praj-  to  be  saved?  This  is  a  new  religion; 
I  want  nunc  of  it.  Why  sboiild  /  prajff 
The  ]>rcacber  prftjs  for  me,  and  I  pay  him 
for  it.     I  WAS  angr}%  and  left  him. 

" '  But  it  90  happened  thai  some  of  m] 
family  went  to  hear  the  Brethren  preacluj 
Ono  fiTening,  news  was  brought  me,  thfft' 
my  son  was  praying  for  mer(^.  Xow,  my 
wrath,  for  a  time,  knew  no  boands;  but  I 
hoped  I  conid  soon  cure  him  of  it  I  ii 
vited  our  preacher  to  risit  us,  believing  h4 
would  soon  taib  my  sun  out  of  his  pray- 
ing notions.  Bnt  he  referred  the  preacho* 
to  the  Bible,  and  the  promise  he  had 
made  in  eonfirmation,  which  he  had  not 
kept,  and  could  not  keep,  except  God  would 
give  him  a  clean  heart,  and  renew  a  right 
spirit  within  him.  The  preacher  became 
thoughtful,  and  left;  I  followed  him  out  t<t. 
the  gate.  Weil,  what  do  you  say  of  my 
son?  'Ob,  it  is  boat  not  to  talk  with  him 
about  religion  at  this  time.  He  had  better 
not  read  much  in  the  Bible  or  Testament. 
Give  him  money,  and  keep  him  out  of  tJie 
way  of  thoso  preachings  and  prayer-meet- 
ings,' &c.,  &c.  But  my  son  continued  pray- 
ing, and  I  kept  my  wrath.  I  now  began 
to   hate    my    neighbor,    and    wished    those 
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'preachers  and  all  of  them  were  dead.  I 
cursed  them  in  my  heart.  Some  time  after 
this,  the  word  vraa  circulated  that  a  big 
meeting  was  to  "be  held  at  my  neighbor 
Miller's.  We  were  cautioned,  from  the  pul- 
pit, not  to  go  near  it,  nor  to  hear,  lest 
the  false  prophets  which  should  come  in 
the  last  time,  might  decclvo  us,  and  I  re- 
Bolved  not  to  go.  But  when  the  time  for 
the  meeting  came,  on  Sabbath  morning,  I 
thougltt  I  might  safely  go  and  hear  a  false 
prophet,  for  I  had  never  heard  one  preach. 
I  determined  to  bo  on  my  guard,  and  to 
keep  just  in  hearing  distance.  "When  I  first 
Daw  the  preachers  on  the  stand,  my  anger 
■was  somewhat  raised  against  them.  After 
preaching,  however,  I  felt  calm,  and  ad- 
dressed a  ft-iend,  saying,  why,  these  men 
are  like  other  men,  only  they  would  make 
one  feel  like  a  guilty  sinner  in  the  course 
of  their  preaching. 

"'Monday  morning,  from  a  mere  desire 
to  see  the  end  of  this  meeting,  I  went 
again;  and,  when  one,  and  then  another, 
rose  up  to  tell  their  experience,  I  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  men  and  women  stand  up 
in  the  congregation,  and  speak  and  talk 
about  Jesus.     But  while  some  were    telling 
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how  they  had  sinned  against  God,  how 
-they  had  been  awakened  and  alarmed,  how 
they  had  wept  and  mourned,  and  how  the 
Lord  had  blessed  them,  and  how  they 
hoped  to  meet  their  Christian  A-iends  in 
heaven,  this  cut  me  to  the  hearts  1  went 
home,  and  what  I  had  heard  and  seen  in 
that  meeting  followed  me  night  and  day. 
Mourn  and  pray — meet  friends  in  heaven^ 
can  I  say  so?  No.  Neit  day,  when  my 
wife  looked  at  me,  I  thought  she  said  to 
me,  'In  heaven!'  my  son,  too,  I  thought^ 
said,  '  In  heaven !'  and  the  wind,  whieh 
blew  sliarply  that  day,  seemed  to  whisper, 
'In  heaven!'  My  peace  was  gone;  I  s«w 
and  felt  that  I  was  a  great  sinner;  and 
wh»t  to  do,  I  knew  not,  or  I  did  not 
want  to  know.  1  consulted  our  preacher 
again,  and  all  the  comfort  which  I  received 
from  him  was,  'You  had  no  business  at 
that  meeting,  you  were  cautioned  Dot  to  go^j 
and  now  if  you  be  foolish  enough  to  make 
shipwreck  of  your  faith,'  (which,  however, 
he  hoped  I  would  not  do)  'I  have  cleared 
my  skirts  of  your  blood.  You  and  those 
preachers  may  see  to  it.' 

'"But,  said   I,  if  the  half  is  true  of  whati 
liieard  at    that    meeting,  then   I  have  uot'' 
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TvHgios;  vaj  own  heart  condemns  me.  But 
you  are  our  preacher,  and  you  should  know 
beat 

.'.^He  replied,  'You  have  a  religion^  and 
you  promised  to  live  and  die  in  this  faith, 
and  this  religion;  vbat  do  you  want  with 
another  religion?' 

.*}„*I  'don't  want  another  religion;  I  aaked 
you,  Mr.  Pastor,  (Jlarr  Pfarrer)  what  I 
should  do;  I  am  a  sinner,  and  fool  con- 
dcmncd.  Many  at  the  meeting  said  they 
Had  experienced  great  distress  of  mind,  but 
God  had  blessed  them,  pardoned  their  sins, 
and  they  were  happy;  but  I  am  unhappy — 
miserable.  Tell  me,  am  I  in  no  danger? 
am  I  not  lost? 

"'He  gave  a  deep  sigh,  but  said,  'We  sure 
all  poor  sinners  in  this  world.' 

"*I  felt  a  desire  to  open  the  Bible,  and 
the  first  verse  I  read  was,  'Come  unto  m© 
all  ye  that  are  weary  and  heavy  laden,  and 
I  will  give  you  rest.'  Light  sprang  up  in 
my  mind,  fear  vanished;  I  felt,  and  now 
feel,  joy  and  poaco  in  my  Redeemer.* 

'*  Many  others  related  their  Christian  ex- 
perience in  few  words;  but  the  shortest 
was  both  interesting  and  instructive.  In 
the  administration  of  the  sacrament,  distinc- 
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tion  of  sects  and  churches  appeared,  for  the 
time,  to  be  lost  in  Chrirtlan  fellowship  and 
love;  and,  as  one,  they  were  seen  approach- 
ing the  Lord's  table  as  sons  and  daughiora 
of  one  Father — even'  our  Father  in  heaveiL^i 
and  celebrating  the  dying  love  of  Jeeiuf 
Christ,  the  glorious  Redwmer. 

"These  meetings,  however  long  thoy  hftve 
been  in  use  in  the  church,  bavb  not  loet  in 
iriteresC  and  vitality  to  this  day.  They 
have  been  most  signally  owned  and  blessed' 
as  a  means  of  grace,  by  the  great  Head  of 
the  church;  and  there  is  no  doabt  but  that 
there  are  many  in  heaven  who  have  dated 
their  conviction   and   conversion  to  them."*" 

"OKt   gTMt  IN  J«bova:h,  Mid  great  be  bja  praiM, 

Id  Uu  «Hy  «f  a«d  ho  U  Kin^-  ; 
I'toclairu  y*.  hit  rui'O'nrd,  iii  hcarctiljr  aUftioa, 

On  die  inovat  «f  bia  haliuoM  »ing. 

TbeJnY  of  Ibn  mill,  ftntu  iet  beatlllfulblghl, 

Iiifmi't  most  gioriniii  hill ; 
th«  ImtA  id  bur  Umple  still  takalb  delight. 

tiai  tmgttm  in  bar  p&Iau*  ■till. 

Let  tlie  datiglitTnt  of  Judkb  he  glad  for  tkj  lor*. 

The  momiUiD  at  Ziaa  rejuim. 
Forthou  will  MUblikli  Imv  max  frotn  aboviik 

Wilt  miLkn  bei  U)«  theni*  uf  ihj  cboioo. 

Then  MT  to  TOur  ebildrnii — r>uf  rcftiga  i*  Cried, 

Tbia  G«l   is  irur  Uud   lo  Uic  ciid ; 
Hu  people  forcTrr  hi>  coun^^ln  sbitll  {uide, 

riu  arai  (ball  funmir  dftfentl. 

VanMiim 


•  SptTth,  ftp.  88—95. 
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CHAPTER  xrri. 


CONFERENCES        OF        1803-4.  —  PENTECOSPli 
HEETINOS — THE   BENEFITS. 

Iw  the  year  1803,  on  the  Sth  of  Octo- 
ber, the  annual  coitferenoe  assombled  at 
D*vid  Snyder's,  in  Cuiulwrlantl  county,  Pa. 
Tic  following  members  were  proscnt: — Ot- 
terbein,  Bochm,  Newcomer,  Snyder,  John 
Hershoy,  Kemp,  Mayer,  Grosh,  Christian 
Cram,  Valentine  Flugel,  John  Winter, 
Schaffer,  Guething,  and  George  Benedum. 

*'Tbe  conference  was  opened" — we  quote 
the  secretary's  devout  record — "by  reading 
Ist  Timothy,  2d  cliapter,  singing  and  prayer, 
that  our  Ijord  and  Savior  may  bless  our 
assembling  together,  and  that  it  may  be  to 
the  honor  of  his  name  and  our  edification. 
O  L<Md!  hear  us,  for  Christ's  sake.  Amen." 
These  minutes  were  probably  written  by 
Ouething,  as  they  were  signed  by  Otterbein, 
Boehm,  and  Guething,  and  they  bear  the 
marks    of    a    de  rout    and    spiritual     m  ind. 
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The  preachers  were  all  examined,  and  their 
officio]  character  and  usefulness  inquired  in- 
to particularly.  Some  of  the  resolutions  at 
this  conference  will  he  interesting  to  the 
reader.  We  insert  a  liberal  translation  of 
them  from  the  original  German.* 

"Resolved,  That  Daniel  Strickler  and 
Christian  Crum  call  a  meeting  of  the 
preachers  in  Virginia,  to  arrange  their  fields 
of  labor.  May  G-od  grant  them  wisdom 
and  strength  from  above.  <      .    i 

"Kesolved,  That  the  supplying  of  the 
fields  of  labor  in  Maryland  be  left  to  the 
preachers  of  Maryland.  , 

"Resolved,  That  Martin  Boehm  and 
Chrii^tian  G-rosb  be  a  committee  to  statioa 
the  preachers  iu  Peuusylvania. 

..'fReaolved,  That  Dand  Snyder,  Abraham 
Mayer,  and  George  Benedum,  make  their 
own  arrangements  in  r^;ard  to  theiv 
preaching  places.  May  the  Lord  assist 
them.     Amen. 

.  .JfsRosolved,  That  Christian  Newcomw 
and  Ucnrv  Crum  unite  with  Christiaa 
Berger,  to  travel  through  the  portion  of 
country  where  he  resides.  ' 

"Resolved,   That  those  two  brethren  giv& 

*  Tnmlftlios  by  Rwv.  J.  Dtgncicr. 
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authority  to  Christian  Berger  to  baptize, 
but  nothing  farther  at  present. 

"Resolved,  That,  after  preaching,  the 
preachers  shaU  spend  a  short  time  with 
the  awakened  souls  of  their  congregations." 

These  rcawlutions  ahow  that  the  worit 
had  extended  so  far  that  it  wa.s  not  prac- 
ticable for  the  conference  in  Pennsylvania 
to  arrange  the  work  for  the  preachers  in 
Maryland  ant!  Virginia;  hence,  the  permis- 
sion given  those  preachers  to  moot  in  sep- 
arate conferences  for  this  single  purpose. 

The  resolution  requiring  the  preachers  to 
hold  cla.'W-mectings  or  religious  conferences 
with  awakened  aoula,  after  preaching,  is  sug- 
gestive of  the  fact  that  those  early  minis- 
ters seldom  preached  a  sermon  which  was 
not  made  the  power  of  God  unto  the  sal- 
vatioii  of  some  souls.  Conversions  occurred 
continually  at  ordinary  appointments;  and 
wmctimes  eight  or  ten,  or  more,  were 
awakened  and  redeemed  at  a  single  meeting. 

The  religious  services,  during  this  confer- 
ence, wore  highly  interesting.  The  first  ser^ 
mou  was  preached  by  Christian  Grosh,  from 
John  iii.,  1,  on  the  first  evening  of  the 
session.  In  the  forenoon  of  the  second  day,  a 
sermon,  of  remarkable  power,  was  preached 
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hj  Otterbein.  He  was  followed  by  Boehm. 
After  a  session  of  ihreo  days,  conference 
adjourned. 

"On  the  8tb,  a  meeting  commenced  at 
Brother  Shoj)p'».  FaUier  BoeKui  opened 
the  meeting,  uud  preached  with  great  pow- 
er. The  word  reached  the  heart;  many 
were  deeply  affected.  The  slaia  of  the 
Lord  were  found  lying  in  every  direction, 
lamenting  and  crying  aloud  for  mercy. 
Many  obtained  peace  with  God  in  the  par- 
don of  their  sins. 

*'  Love-feast  held  on  Sabbath  morntug. 
The  brethren  and  sisters  spoke  very  feel- 
ingly, and  with  great  liberty,  of  the  deal- 
ings and  mercies  of  God.  It  was  a  rcftcsh- 
ing  season.  Father  Otterbein  preached  with 
great  power  and  energj'.  The  grace  of  God 
wrought  power^ly  among  the  people.  A 
man  fell  suddenly  to  the  ground,  and  cried 
for  mercy ;  others  were  so  affected,  that 
they  were  unable  to  move  from  where  they 
were  sitting  or  standing;  aud,  at  the  close 
of  the  meeting,  some  had  to  be  led,  and 
some  carried  away," 

"A  gracious  revival  of  religion  took  plao& 
this  year,  1803,  west  of  the  Allegheny 
mountains,    in    what   is    called     the   Glades^  < 
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also  in  Westmoreland  and  Washington 
counliea,  under  the  preaching  of  Brother  J, 
Q.  Pfinmmer  and  Christian  Berger.  Broth- 
er C.  Newcomer,  who  visited  those  [mrts 
that  year,  writes  under  date  of  November 
10th:— 

*'  'Preached  at  John  Bonnet's.  I  had  nut 
spoken  long»  before  &ome  of  my  hearers 
fell  to  tlie  floor;  others  stoo<l  trembling, 
and  cried  40  loud  that  my  voice  could  not 
well  be  heard. 

'•  'On  the  11th,  we  bad  meeting  at 
Sehwope's,  and  here  the  power  of  Qod  was 
displayed  in  a  most  marvelous  manner. 
The  whole  congregation  was  moved,  and 
seemed  to  wave  like  corn  before  a  mighty 
wind.  Lamentation  and  mourning  were  very 
general.  Many  were  the  wounded  and  slain. 
Some  of  the  most  stubborn  sinners  fell  in- 
stantly before  the  power  of  God.  The  meet* 
iiig  continued  the  whole  night,  and  some 
were  enabled  to  rejoice  in  the  pardoning 
l<^ve  of  God. 

.".'On  Sunday,  we  had  a  Pentecost. 
From  three  to  four  hundred  personti  had 
collected;  more  than  the  bam,  in  which 
we  bad  assembled  for  worship,  would  con- 
tain.   The  congregation  was  remarkably  at- 


■520 


HISTORY    OF    TBK 


tentive  to  the  word.  Though  it  rained, 
those  that  had  no  shelter  in  the  bnrn 
kept  their  stand  in  the  rain.  During  the 
time  of  preaching,  the  eihibition  of  God's 
power  for  the  salration  of  the  people  wasj 
seen  and  felt.  Many  foil  from  their  seats; 
some  laid  as  if  they  were  dead.  The  wcep- 
uig,  and  crying,  and  praying,  came  from 
all   parts  of  the  coDgregation.'  "• 

Remarking  upon  the  meeting  at  Schwope's, 
Mr.  Spayth  says:  "From  the  tirao  of  this 
meeting,  twenty  years  had  passed  away, 
■when  the  writer  had  the  happiness  to  be- 
come  acquainted  with  brethren  and  sisters 
who,  at  that  meeting,  had  espoused  the 
cause  of  religion,  and  who  were  still  faith- 
ful servants  of  the  Lord.  Some  of  these 
have  I  met  in  the  far  west,  to  which  they 
had  emigrated,  and  where  they  had  raised 
the  standard  of  the  cros8.  And  though 
years  had  fl«d  away  aineo  that  hlesscd  pe- 
riod in  their  life,  and  being  now  far  dis- 
tant from  the  place  where  Grod  had  first 
spoken  peace  to  their  then  troubled  souls, 
their  memory  still  lingered  with  delight 
around  that  happy  scene.  And  more  than 
this,  we  have    seen    some    of    them    spend 
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their    last  hour   on  earth,  heard    their  last 
jrayer,  and  have  seen  them  die  in  peace. 

"What  are    the    benefits  and  advantages 
■which  we  may  expect  to    reap    from  relig- 
ious meetings,  distinguished  and  marked  by 
such  efTocts  upon  the  asaembtod    multitude, 
through  the  preaching    of    the    Gospel  and 
the  agency  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  we  have 
just  witnessed?   We  put  the  question  again, 
and  ask — and  all  who  will   may  ask — with 
serious  and  candid  reflections,  what  are  the 
benefits,  the  advantages,  the    results?     Let 
those  most  competent  to  judge,  answer.     Let 
those  who  have  been    the    immediate    sub- 
jects   of    this    excitement,    of    this    divine 
power,  ansiwr.      Let  those  who  have    been 
benefited    by  the    conversion  of    others,  an- 
MOW.     Let    the    illustnous  trophies  of   the 
blessed  Gospel,   in    the  hands  of    an  itiner- 
ant ministry,   answer.      Let  prayer- meetings, 
doss-meetings,    and    love-feast-meetings,    an- 
nwr;   above  all,  let  the  word  of  God,  the 
song  of   the   redeemed  in    heaven,  and  the 
fruitless  remorse  of  lost  souls,  aMwer! 

"In  view    of   this    momentous    and    sub- 
lime   subject,    few,   indeed,  if    any,  will   be 
found,  who  will  be  so  suicidal  as  to  desire 
a  church  that  is  silent  or  rejects  this  part 
SI 
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of  the  economy  of  grace,  and  whoso  miniB- 
tration  ia  performed,  year  in  and  year  out, 
in  the  absence  of  sinners  trembling  because 
of  sin,  mourners  weeping,  and  crying  to 
God  for  mercy  and  pardon,  and  where  the 
ahout  of  the  blessed  of  the  Lord  is  never 
heard  within  her  walls. 

"That  the  Brethren  church  has  been 
identified  with  a  blessed  work  of  grace, 
from  the  reception  of  the  first  ray  of  Gos- 
pel light,  which  she  was  permitted  to  re- 
flect, and  which  has,  from  that  period  to 
the  present  day,  continued  to  shine  around 
her  with  increasing  strength,  her  present 
position  amply  sustains;  and,  in  a  retro- 
spect of  the  past^  will  be  equally  sustained 
by  the  best  of  testimony.  From  Newcom- 
er's Journal,  dated  Glades,  Somerset  county, 
LPa.,  Nor.  19th,  1803,  we  will  make  aomo 
extracts  which  come  in  place  here: 
"  'Preached  this  day  at  Michael  Stemer'a, 
to  a  numeroua  congregation.  Rode  to 
Zug's,  followed  by  many  of  the  persons 
whom  we  had  addressed  at  Stemer'a. 
Here  we  met  with  a  atill  larger  congrega- 
tion. I  gave  an  exhortation;  the  hearts  of 
the  hearers  were  immediately  touched;  all,! 
young  and  old,  began  to  cry  and  pray.    A 
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man  fell  to  the  floor^  and  lay  a  consider- 
able timo  as  if  lifeless.  Sunday,  20th. — This 
forenoon,  the  meeting  was  very  dull.  Ad- 
dressed the  audience  from  1  Peter  l:  3,  4, 
5.  Brother  C.  Crum  spoke  also,  and  it 
pleased  God  to  accompany  the  word  with 
power,  and  many  cried  aloud  for  mercy. 
Wo  dismissed  the  people,  but  they  had  no 
desire  to  depart.  I  addressed  them  again. 
Wo  met  again  at  candle-light,  and  the 
presence  of  the  Lord  continued  with  us. 
On  every  side  tho  people  fell  to  tho  floor. 
Among  these  was  a  youth  of  about  thir- 
teen years  of  age.  Some  wero  struck  with 
awe,  others  flew  into  a  passion,  taking  hold 
of  their  friends  and  carrying  them  out  of 
the  house,  saying  this  was  the  work  of  the 
Devil.  I  endeavored  to  persuade  them,  with 
meekness^  to  let  tho  distressed  alone,  to 
have  a  little  patience,  that  God  would 
bless  their  friends,  and  restore  them  to  con- 
sciousness again;  adding,  if  it  is  the  work 
of  the  Devil,  or  the  powers  of  darkness, 
your  friends  will  curse  when  they  revive; 
and  if  tho  work  is  of  God,  they  will  pray 
and  praise  the  Lord.  They  had  carried  the 
youth  up  staiia,  and  there  laid  him  on  a 
bed,  ^watching    him    with     great    anxiety. 
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When  he  came  to  himself,  he  began  to 
praise  the  Lord,  and  exhorted  all  around 
him  in  so  wonderful  a  manner,  that  a 
number  of  them  came  in  distress,  confess- 
ing, with  tears,  that  they  had  sinned 
against  God,  and  saying,  '\Vhat  shall  we 
do  to  be  sared?'  They  sent  for  me  to 
come  and  pray  for  them,  for,  said  they, 
'We  are  lost  and  undone  forever.*  And 
some  of  these  also  obtained  mercy  and  par- 
don; and  now  they  again,  in  turn,  exhorted 
their  Wends  to  fly  to  the  outstretched  arms 
of  sovereign  mercy,' 

"This  year,  conference  was  appointed  to* 
meet  at  the  house  of  Brother  David  Snyder, 
Cumberland  county,  Pa.,  October  3d,  180*. 
But  an  epidemic  prevailing  to  a  great  ex- 
tent (such  as  had  not  been  known)  in 
Marj'land,  and  in  the  vicinity  where  the 
conference  was  to  sit,  but  five  brethren 
came  to  attend,  to-wit: — ^Martin  Boehm, 
Frederick  Schaffcr,  C.  Newcomer,  Abraham 
Mayer,  and  Matthias  Bortsfield.  The  breth- 
TGn  thus  met,  examined  the  letters  sent  in- 
to the  conference,  and,  no  more  brethren 
arriving,  adjourned  the  meeting,  after  resolv- 
ing that  the  next  annual  conference  should 
bo  held  at  Brother  Jacob  Baulus',  near  Hid- 
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tUetown,  Maryland,  on  the  Wednesday  befora 
Wliite-Siinday,  1805. 

*'May  19th,  a  sacramental  meeting  com- 
menced at  the  Antietam,  (Q.  A.  Guething's 
house)  at  which  Father  Otterbein  was  pres* 
ent,  and  preached  on  Saturday,  from  Isa.  Ji.: 
7,  8.  On  tho  Sabbath,  Father  Otterbein 
preached  again,  from  Paalma  Ixxii.,  with  his 
usual  energy,  perspicuity,  unction,  and  power. 
TJndor  preaching,  and  at  the  communion-ta- 
ble, tears  of  sorrow  and  of  joy  flowed  abund- 
antly, and  the  wells  of  salvation  furnished  a 
rich  supply. 

"Doctor  Senseny,  of  Winchester,  Virginia, 
died  this  year.  Brother  St-nseny  had  been 
an  cariy  member  of  the  Brethren  church, 
and  for  some  years,  and  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  an  acceptable  and  useful  preacher. 
Qis  business  was  the  medical  profession,  in 
which  he  was  very  successful,  possesaing 
much  skill  and  talent  for  usefulness  in  that 
department.  In  his  attendance  on  the  sick, 
he  had  made  it  hia  constant  practice  to  say 
a  word  to  the  patient,  of  Jesus,  the  great 
Physician  of  souls,  and  often  was  seen  to 
kneel  at  the  bedside  of  the  sick,  and  pray 
fervently.  His  exemplary  life,  bis  humility, 
his  love  and  kindness,  his  piety,  and  charity 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

A  GLAXCE  AT  THE  CONFERENCES,    PROM     1806 
TO    1812. — FIRJST   CONFERENCE    IN   OHIO. 

On  the  29th  of  May,  1805,  conference 
convened  at  Jacob  Baulus',  in  Frederick 
county,  Maryland.  Twenty-one  prcachere 
were  in  attendance.  The  minutes  say: — 
''The  preachers  resolved,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  to  engage,  with  more  earnestness  than 
ever  before,  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  Oh, 
Lord,  help  thou  us,  thy  poor  and  unwor- 
thy servant*,  for  thy  name's  sake," 

Otterbein  and  Bochm  were  re-elected  su- 
perintendents or  bishops.  This  election 
would  have  been  held  at  the  conference  of 
the  preceding  year,  had  not  the  prevalent 
sickness,  noticed  in  a  previous  chapter, 
prevented  a  full  attendanco  of  the  mem- 
bers of  conference.  It  is  evident  from  this 
that  the  brethren  intended,  from  the  first, 
that  the  election  of  superintendents  should, 
providence  favoring,  occur  quadrennially. 
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It  was  arranged,  as  we  learn  from  the 
minutes,  tliat  Newcomer  should  travel  the 
following  year,  through  Maryland  and  a 
portion  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  Christian 
Crum  should  travel  through  Virginia;  and 
it  was  aj^rewl  that  each  of  these  brethren 
should  receive,  for  his  support^  per  annum, 
the  pittance  of  40  livres.  It  was  resolved  that 
George  Adam  Guething  be  present  at  the 
great  meetings  appointed  in  Maryland,  and, 
also,  on  the  east  sido  of  the  Susqnchannah 
in  Pennsylvania.  It  was  recommended  that 
fiajreratown  be  re^larly  visited  by  the 
Brethren  preachers.  One  resolution  we 
quote  entire: — "Resolved,  That  the  preach- 
ers who  preach,  only  where  they  like,  or 
choose,  shall  receive  no  compensation  for 
their  services,  and  that  it  shall  be  the 
duQf  of  such  preachers  to  pay  over  to  the 
conference  the  money  they  receive  in  this 
way,  for  the  benefit  of  the  traveling  preach- 
ers." "Permission  was  granted  to  Brother 
Duckwald  and  Christian  Bcrger  to  baptise, 
adminiiitcr  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  to  sol- 
emnizc  marria^je-'i."  AH  the  business  which 
came  hefore  the  conference  was  attended  to 
with  perfect  harmony  of  feeling.  This  wi 
the    last    conference  attended    by  Otterbein.] 
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He  had  now  attained  his  Bevcnty-Qinth  year, 
and  Boehm  his  eightieth.  More  than  forty 
years  before,  these  faithful  servants  of  Grod 
had  met,  in  the  prime  of  life,  at  the  great 
meetiog  at  Isaac  Loug's,  and  had  embraced 
eacli  other  as  brethren,  and  ^m  that  pe- 
riod up  to  the  confereneo  at  Jooob  Bauliis*, 
as  often  as  once  a  year,  they  had  boon  as- 
sociated together. at  conferences,  or  at  great 
meetings,  or  at  both,  to  preach,  eihort,  and 
to  counsel  in  regard  to  the  work  of  ref- 
ormation among  the  people.  Together  they 
had  witnessed  the  most  astonishing  displays 
of  the  grace  and  power  of  God.  A  faith* 
ful  body  of  co-laborers  had  been  raised  up 
around  them.  The  good  seed  had  beea 
flown  in  nearly  all  those  portions  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland,  and  Virginia,  where 
tho  Grcrman  language  waa  apokcn;  and,  al- 
so, in  the  now  settlements  west  of  the  Al- 
leghauies;  and  it  was  producing  an  abund- 
ant harvest.  Now,  for  tho  last  time,  these 
two  venerable  evangelists  have  sat  together 
in  the  conference  of  their  brethren;  and, 
for  the  last  time,  their  trembling  signatures 
are  recorded,  side  by  aide,  on  the  confer- 
enoe  minutes. 
The  conference  of  1806  was  held  at  Bro. 
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Eberbart's,  in  Frederick  county,  Bfd.  It 
conveoed  on  tlie  21st,  and  adjourned  on 
the  24th  of  May. 

The  question  was  asked  at  this  confer* 
enco,  .  "Are  all  the  preachers  united  in 
lore?"  The  answer  given  is  worthy  of 
record: — "We  are,"  said  they,  *'not  only 
united  among  ourselves,  but  tee  also  love  all 
our  J^lotMneti,  whoever  th^  may  be"  Joseph 
Hoffman  and  Christian  Crum  wore  appoint- 
ed to  travel  the  ensuing  year;  a  letter  was 
written  to  the  brethren  in  Pennsylvania; 
tbe  next  conference  was  appointed  to  be 
held  in  Pennsylvania;  gre-at  meetings  were 
announced  in  various  portions  of  the  work, 
and  brethren  appointed  to  take  charge  of 
them. 

In  1807,  the  conference  met  in  Fennsyl- 
■ranin,  at  Christian  Horre's.  Martin  Boehm 
presided.  The  se-saion  was  short,  and,  as 
usual,  peaceful.  ^N'ork  waa  laid  out,  at  this 
conference,  for  Abraham  Niswander,  Chris- 
tian Smith,  David  Snyder,  Abraham  May- 
er, John  Hershey,  Frederick  Schaffer,  John 
Neiding,  Joseph  Hoffman,  and  Christian 
Newcomer;  and  authority  was  given  Isaac 
Kiswander  and  Abraham  Mayer    to  admin- 
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ister  all  the  oi^inancea  of  the  house  of 
God. 

The  conference  of  1808  met  in  Virginia, 
May  26tJi,  at  Abraham  Niswander'a.  The 
following  ministers  were  in  attendance: — 
Christian  Newcomer,  Joseph  HofJinan,  David 
Snyder,  Isaac  Niswander,  Peter  Kemp, 
William  Ambrose,  Ludwig  Duckwald,  Chris- 
tian Crum,  Frederick  Duckwald,  Abraham 
Mayer,  Jacob  Baulus,  John  Hershey,  Geo. 
Adam  Guething,  and  George  HoflFmaD. 

After  an  examination  of  the  moral  and 
official  character  of  the  preachers,  little  ap- 
pears to  have  been  done,  except  to  arrange 
the  labor  for  the  ensuing  year.  It  was— 
"ReaolTod,  That  those  who  desire  to  receive 
license  to  preach  among  us,  shall  be  ex- 
amined at  a  great  meeting;  and,  if  favora- 
bly reported,  two  of  the  elders  shall  grant 
them  license  for  one  year,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  they  shall  appear  before  thff 
conference,  for  examination.  In  case  they 
can  not  appear  at  the  conference,  their  li- 
cense may  be   renewed  at  a  great   meeting." 

Again  the  conference  convened  at  Chria- 
tian  Horre's,  in  Lancaster  county.  Pa.,  May 
lOlh,  1809.  Tho  members  present  wero^ 
Martin  Boehm,  Christian  Newcomer,  Abrft- 
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ham  Mayer,  Adam  Heigel,  Isaac  Niswander^ 
Frederick  Schaffcr,  Christian  Smith,  John 
Hershey,  Matthias  Bortsfield,  Joseph  Hoff- 
man, Abraham  llershey,  Geoi^e  Benedum, 
(Jeorge  Adam  Guething,  David  Long,  Chris- 
topher Grosli,  Christian  Hershey,  David 
Snyder,  and  John  Snyder.  The  subject  of 
a  union  or  co-operation  with  the  Metliodiate, 
occupied  much  of  the  time, 

Coufcronce  met  June  Sth,  1810,  in  Fred- 
erick county,  Md.,  at  the  house  of  John 
Cronise.  Sixteen  preachers  were  prcsontj 
and  letters  were  read  from  Otterbcin,  L.  and 
F.  Duckwald,  F.  Schaffer,  and  other  absent 
brethren.  The  church  at  Baltimons  had  liad 
tiie  subject  of  a  claser  union  with  the  Meth- 
odists under  ctmsideration,  and  sent  a  letter 
to  the  conference  in  relation  thereto.  Pro- 
vision was  made  at  this  conference  for  a 
more  careful  superintendence  of  the  circuits. 
The  elder  preachers  wore  required  to  visit 
all  the  apjxiintments,  on  all  the  fields  of 
labor,  twice  during  the  year,  if  at  all  prac- 
ticable. 

A  letter,  &om  the  Methodist  conference, 
was  received,  considered,  and  answered,  iq 
a  fraternal   spirit 

On    the    13th   of    July,  1787,  the  Conti- 
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nental  Congress,  sitting  in  New  York, 
adopted  An  Ordinance  for  the  government 
of  ttie  Territory  of  tho  United  States  north- 
west of  tii  Ohio,  which  concludes  with  "six 
nnalterablo  articles  of  perjwtual  compact/' 
the  last  of  which  declares  that  "there  shall 
be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude 
in  the  said  territory,  otherwise  than  in 
punishnncnt  for  crimes,  whereof  the  parties 
shall  be  duly  convicted." 

The  year  following  the  adoption  of  this 
ordinance,  the  first  permanent  settlement 
was  made  in  Ohio,  at  Marietta.  In  1789, 
Another  settlement  waa  made  six  miles  be- 
low Cincinnati;  and,  in  1796,  some  New 
Englanders  established  themselves  at  Cleve- 
land. In  1802,  Ohio  formed  a  constitution, 
and  was  admitted  into  the  Union.  The 
iQighty  march  of  emigration,  which,  in  half 
a  century,  has  resulted  in  the  establish- 
ment,  in  the  north-west,  of  a  mighty  em- 
pire, was  now  fairly  commenced. 
•  As  early  as  1803,  some  United  Brethren, 
seeking  homes  for  themselves  and  their 
children,  penetrated  into  the  forests  of  Ohio. 
Their  first  settlements  appear  to  have  been 
made  in  the  !Miami  Talley,  near  Gorman- 
town  and  Dayton.    A  society,  and,  probably, 
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the  first  Uuited  Brethren  isociety  iu  tho  State, 
was  organized  at  A.  Zeller's,  n«ar  Germantown, 
in  1806.  During  that  year,  some  porsona- 
were  converted  at  Mr.  Zeller's  house,  who 
are  still  living,  and  who,  for  more  than 
fifty  years,  have  been  following  on  to  know 
the  Lord.  Among  the  first  preachers  who 
emigrated  to  the  Miami  Valley,  we  find 
the  names  of  Andrew  Zel  lor— afterward  a 
bishop  of  the  chureb,  Daniel  Troyer — still 
alive,  and  bending  under  the  weight  of  al- 
most ninety  years,  and  Thomas  Wintei^. 
now  a  member  of  the  Reformed  church. 

About  the  time  that  the  Zeller,  Kemp,  Troy- 
er,  Sowei*3,  and  other  Brethren  families, 
settled  in  the  Miami  country,  some  preach- 
ers and  members  of  the  church  emigrated 
to  that  rich  and  beautiful  portion  of  the 
State  which  lies  between  Zaneaville  and 
GhiUicothe.  Among  tho  preachers  associated 
with  the  rise  of  the  United  Brethren  in  that 
part  of  tho  State,  we  find  tho  names  of  Geo. 
Benediun,  Abraham  Heistand,  and  Dewalt 
Mechlin. 

These  early  preachers  found,  in  the  new 
and  rapidly-improving  State,  many  open 
doors.      The  calls  for  preachers  were  numer- 
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ous,  the  labor  r<^uircd  severe,  and  the  com- 
pensation  exceedingly  small. 

The  distance  to  the  conference  in  the  east 
■was  80  great>  however,  that  the  brethren  in 
the  west  eould  not  attend  it;  and  it  ttecame 
necessary,  therefore,  to  organ izo  a  conference 
in  Ohio.  The  conference  in  the  ea.tt,  haring 
received  communications  from  the  west  upon 
tho  subject,  authorized  Christian  Newcomer 
to  make  a  vi^tt  to  the  west.,  and  to  hold 
a  conference.  Accordingly,  tlie  FiRsr  con- 
FEUEXCE  IN  THR  WKsT  met  at  Brother  Mi- 
chael Cuij^er's,  in  'Rom  County,  Ohio, 
and  was  org?uiizcd  on  the  13th  of  August, 
1810.  Fifteen  preachers  were  present.  Un- 
fortunately, the  records  of  the  early  confer- 
ences in  Ohio  have  been  lost;  but,  from 
brief  notices  of  them  in  N^ewcomer's  journal, 
as  well  as  from  the  statements  of  some  aged 
men  still  living,  who  attended  those  confer^ 
enoes,  we  learn  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
was  with  the  Brethren,  in  their  western 
homes,  and  worked  mightUy  among  them 
and  by  them.  Tho  conference  in  tho  west 
soon  became  a  very  iaflucntial  portion  of 
the  church.  Tho  calls  for  preaching,  in  ev- 
ery direction,  were  numerous;  societies  were 
rapidly  multiplied,  and  many  preachers  wer© 
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raised  up  to  aid  those  who  bad  emigrated 
from  tUo  oast.  After  1810,  conferences  were 
held  regularly  in  Ohio.  The  rise  and  prog- 
ress of  the  church  in  the  west,  however,  will 
come  more  particularly  under  our  notice  in 
a  subsequent  volume  of  this  history. 

The  conforenoe  of  1811  met,  May  23d,  in 
Cumberland  county,  Pa.  Twenty  ministers 
were  present,  a  number  of  whom  were  new 
members.  Letters  were  received  from  ab- 
sent brethren  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  and 
Ohio.  The  salary  of  a  single  preacher  waa 
fixed  at  $80  a  year. 

The  conforcnco  conTened  at  Antietam^ 
May  13th,  1812.  Twenty  members  were 
in  attendance.  Their  names  follow: — Chris- 
tian Newcomer,  Christian  Crum,  George  A. 
■Guething,  Abraham  Draksel,  Abraham 
Mayer,  Jt)se]>li  Hofimant  Christian  Smith, 
Isaac  Niswander,  David  Snyder,  Valentine 
Baulus,  Jacob  Baulus,  Abraham  Hershey, 
Lorenzo  Eberhart,  M.  Thomas,  Ja^b  Cly- 
mcr,  Christian  Bei^r,  Henry  Hcistand, 
Henrv  G.  Spayth,  Martin  Crider,  and  Jacob 
Dehoff. 

The  examination  of  the  members  was  at- 
tended to  in  a  brotherly  manner,  and  "the 
presence   of   the   Lord  was    felt,"  saya  the 
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secretary.  He  adds:  "Thanks  be  to  God 
through  nil  eternity."  The  minutes  of  this 
conference  were  the  last  penned  by  the  de- 
vout and  holy  Guething.  His  record  begins 
with — "Sanctify  them  through  thy  (ru(A,  thy 
Kord  M  truth!  Do  it.  Lord  Je*as,  for  thy 
oum  sake!  Amen."  And  now,  before  laying 
down  his  pen,  he  writes:  "Thanks  be  to 
God  through  all  eternity!" 

July  30th  and  October  29th  were  ap- 
pointed as  days  of  fasting,  prayer,  and 
thanksgiving,  to  be  observed  throughout  the 
church.  The  work  was  placed  under  the 
car©  of  superintendents  or  elders,  who  were 
assigncid  their  districts,  and  were  authorized 
to  hold  small  conferences  on  the  circuits, 
whenever  necessary.  It  was  determined 
that  preaching  be  giren  by  the  itinerant 
preachers,  at  all  the  appointmenta,  once  in 
four  weeks.  The  salary  of  a  single  preacher 
was  fixed  at  |S0  per  annum;  that  of  a 
traveling  preacher,  at  flGO,  and  traveling 
expenses.  Henry  Heistand  and  Henry  G. 
Spayth  were  added  to  Uie  itinerant  list. 
Christiaa  Newcomer  was  authorized  to  visit 
the  brethren  in  Ohio,  and  to  hold  a  con- 
ference there.  "Lord  give  him  grace,"  saya 
the  secretary.  ' 

23 
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Del^ates  were  present  at  this  conference 
with  letters  from  the  Baltimore  and  Philtt^ 
delphia  conferences  of  the  M.  E.  church. 
They  were  kindly  received;  and  it  was 
"unanimously  resolved  that  friendship  and 
love  shall  be  maintained  between  the  two 
churches,"  and  correajwuding  delegatca  were, 
appointed. 

The  minutes  give  a  list  of  all  the  minis- 
tcrs  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ  who, 
at  that  time,  were  "authorised  to  administer 
all  the  ordinances  of  the  house  of  God." 
Their  names  follow: — William  Otterbein,  G. 
A.  Guething,  Christian  Newcomer,  Christiaa 
Crum,  John  Hershey,  Christopher  Grosh, 
Abraham  Draksel,  L.  Duckwald,  John  Nei- 
ding,  David  Long,  Abraham  Hershey,  Chris- 
tian Hershey,  Abraham  Mayer,  William 
Ambrose,  Isaac  Niswander,  D.  Troyer,  Geo. 
Bcnedum,  Peter  Kemp.  Adam  Reigle,  Fred- 
erick Schaffer,  Joseph  Hoffman,  David  Ging- 
erich.  Christian  Berger,  David  Snyder,  and 
Christian  Smith. 

The    faithftil   secretary  closes  up  his  long 
record    with   this  prayer:     "Oh!    Lord   God 
Almighty,  bless   thy  work;    grant  thy  Holy 
Spirit  to  all    thy  servants  who  preach  thy' 
truth;    fill   them  with   pure   love,  with  zeal 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


TUE  FBIENDLT  CORRESPONDENOE. 

The  amicable  relations  and  friendly  cor- 
respondence which  existed  between  the  Unit- 
ed Brethren  in  Christ  and  the  Methodist 
Kpijvcopal  Church,  have  been  frequently  al- 
luilal  to  in  the  preceding  pages;  &nd,  as  it 
is  a  ftuVject  pleasing  to  dwell  upon,  hononu 
blc  to  both  churches,  and  ilhistrative  of  tlie 
spirit  of  fraternal  love  and  union  which  per- 
vades all  genuine  revivals  of  true  religion,^ 
we  will  devote  a  chapter  to  the  subject 

The  welcome  which  the  first  Methodist 
itinerants  rc«jived  from  United  Brethren 
ministers  and  people,  on  the  commencement 
of  their  labors  in  this  country,  has  been  al- 
ready noticed;  as  also  the  warm  friendship 
and  fellowship  which  existed  between  Otter- 
bein  and  Asbury.  The  spirit  of  these  lead- 
ers animated  both  societies.  A  few  facts, 
showing  the  spirit  manifested  in  those  times^ 
must  be  placed  upon  record. 
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Tn  17&9,  Newcomer  was  on  a  preaching 
tour  in  Tirginia,  in  company  with  Brother 
Strickler.  He  makea  this  note  in  bis  jour- 
nal:— "In  Rockingham,  we  visited  Brother 
Welsh,  a  Methodist  preacher,  and  a  most 
excellent  man.  He  was  delighted  because  of 
our  Tisit.  See  how  the  love  of  God  unites 
the  hearts  of  his  children." 

Two  years  later,  while  traveling  in  the  same 
state,  Mr.  Newcomer  8ays:^"In  Hagars- 
town,  I  met  bishop  ^Miatcoat,  He  commu- 
nicated to  me  the  glad  tidings,  that,  at  dif- 
ferent places  in  America,  powerful  revivals 
of  religion  had  taken  place.  'And  yet,'  he 
added,  'I  hope  this  is  only  the  beginning;' 
to  which  I  responded  a  hearty  Amen." 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1801,  3Ir.  New. 
comer  makes  this  note: — "This  day  I  held  a 
meeting  at  John  Miller's.  Here  I  met 
Nicholas  Sneithen,  a  Methodist  bi-other, 
lately  from  Delaware.  He  related  to  me 
glorious  and  wonderful  news.  It  appears 
that  the  people  are  turning  to  the  Lord 
by  multitudes.  The  number  of  mourners, 
and  such  as  are  seeking  salvation,  are  so 
great,  that  the  preachers  are  worn  down, 
through  preaching  and  praying  day  and 
night.    More  than  a  thousand  persons,  some  • 
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of  them  the  wealthiest  and  most  respecta- 
ble part  of  society,  have  joined  themselvoa 
to  iho  MeihodLstd.  TTnto  God  be  all  tho 
glory."  A  few  days  after  this,  OUerbein 
and  Newcomer,  and  Enoch  George  and 
Quinn,  are  found  preaching,  interchangeably, 
at  Wincheator,  Ta. 

April  3d,  1803,  Mr.  Roberts,  afterward 
bishop,  preached  in  Otterboin's  pulpit,  in 
Baltimore.  In  the  afternoon  of  tho  same 
day  it  was  filled  by  Nicholas  Siieithen. 
"This,"  says  Newcomer,  "was  a  blessed 
day  to  my  soul."  On  the  following  day, 
Mr.  Newcomer  wius  invite<l  to  dine  with  a 
Methodist  family.  "The  brother  conducted 
me  to  his  carriage,  where  I  found  his  com< 
panion  already  seated.  Both  of  them  ro* 
lated  to  me,  immediately,  with  childlike 
simplicity,  what  tho  Lord  had  done  for 
their  souls.  I  could  not  but  love  them 
with  all  my  heart.  We  alighted  at  an 
elegant  house,  splendidly  furnished.  Every 
thing  around  it  proclaimed  its  owner  to  be 
a  man  of  wealth  and  distinction;  and  yet 
I  found  them  to  be  true  disciples  of  the 
meek  and  lowly  Jesus.  I  was  truly  happy 
in  their  society." 

On    a    Sabbath    in    May,    1804,    Ezekiel 
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Cooper  and  Mr.  Roberts  preached  in  OU 
terbcin's  church,  and,  on  the  following 
day,  Mr,  Newcomer  says: — -"Ott«rbein,  Rob- 
erts, Wells,  and  myself,  dined  together  at 
Philip  Greybill's.  After  dinner,  we  praised 
tho  Lonl  together,  on  our  knees,  for  his 
manifold  morci^." 

At  the  great  meetings,  and  especially  at 
the  camp-meetings,  the  spirit  of  Christian 
union  was  exhibited.  Often  did  the  breth- 
ren and  preachers  of  both  societies  go  up 
to  the  help  of  the  Lord  together.  At  a 
great  cam|Miieeting  in  Pennsj'lvania,  for 
example,  in  1805,  the  Methodist  ministers 
present  were — Gruber,  Owor,  Cassel,  Kirch, 
Emme^  Steel,  and  Wellsj  the  Brethren — 
Neiding,  Newcomer,  Snyder,  Fordcnbach, 
and  Benedum.  They  all  labored  together, 
as  if  members  of  one  church.  -'At  this 
meeting,  a  great  nimxbcr,"  says  Newcomer, 
"were  happily  converted  to  Grod." 

In  Mr.  Newcomer's  journal  of  this  period 
and  a  number  of  succeeding  years,  we  have 
constant  notes  like  this : — "  Hrotlier  Her- 
shoy  spoke  first,  and  Brother  Strawbridge, 
a  Methodist  brother,  followed."  "Brother 
Young,  a  Methodist  brother,  followed  mo 
in  tho  English."      "At  a  sacramental  meet- 
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ing,  at  John  Huber's,  Brother  Hoflfman  and 
Enoch  George  were  present  We  had  a 
blessed  time." 

As  early  as  1803,  the  subject  of  a  closer 
union  between  the  two  societies  was  broach- 
ed in  Baltimore,  and,  from  that  time  on- 
ward, was  a  matter  of  frequent  conversa- 
tion and  prayer  at  the  large  meetings,  and 
on  other  occasions. 

February  the  12th,  1809,  Mr.  Newcomer 
makes  this  note  in  his  journal: — "Brother 
Enoch  George  and  myself  lodged  at  I5ro- 
G.  Hoffinan'a.  13lh.— We  rode  together  to 
Brother  Guething's,  where  we  held  a  long 
conversation  respecting  a  closer  union  be- 
tween the  English  and  German  Brethren. 
After  eommending  each  other  to  the  guid- 
ance and  protection  of  God.  we  parted." 

As  a  result  of  the  conference  at  Gue- 
thing's, Mr.  Newcomer  attended,  in  March 
following,  the  Methodist  annunl  conferenc& 
for  the  Baltimore  district,  which  met  that 
year  in  Harrisonburg.  Rockingham  count}', 
Va,  At  this  conference,  a  committee  of  five 
elders  was  appointed  to  confer  with  Brother 
Newcomer,  and  "ascertain  whether  any,  and^ 
if  any,  what  union  could  be  effected  betwceaJ 
the    Methodist    Episcopal    church    and    tho 
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United  Brethren  in  Christ."  On  the  7th  of 
April,  this  committoc  met  Of  this  meeting,. 
Mr.  Ncweomor  makes  this  note: — "We  first 
entreated  ft  throne  of  grace,  for  wisdom  from 
above,  and  the  blessing  of  the  Most  High, 
on  the  business  nbout  to  bo  transacted.  I 
am  per8uadc<l  that  all  of  us  were  seriously 
concerned,  and  had  nothing  else  in  view  but 
the  salvation  of  immortal  souls,  the  further- 
ance of  the  good  cause  of  our  Lord  and 
Master,  in  spreading  his  kingdom  through 
our  blessed  country.  We  discussecl  many 
and  different  subjects,  which  I  do  not  intend 
here  to  relate.  Our  transactions  were  con- 
cluded with  prayer.  The  committee  made 
their  report  to  the  conference.  In  the  ftfter- 
nooD,  I  waa  invited  to  attend  the  session  of 
the  conference.  The  members,  including  tho 
two  biahops,  numbered  about  sixty.  After 
mature  deliberation  and  discussion  on  their 
part,  I  received,  from  the  cwnferenoe,  a  let- 
ter, which  I  was  to  deliver  to  William 
Otterbcin,  in  Balttmore.  And  it  wa«  fur- 
ther resolved,  that  a  member  of  their  body 
should  bo  appointed  to  attend  our  next  an- 
nual conference,  as  a  delegate.  Upon  the 
reception  of  the  letter  by  the  United  Breth- 
ren conference    at  Cliristian   Hcrro's,  a  r«a- 
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olution  was  adopted  by  the  conference,  to 
give  a  brotherly  answer  to  the  letter,  and, 
in  the  fraternal  spirit  of  the  Grospel,  to 
open  a  correspondence  upon  the  subject  in- 
troduced. This  letter  was  laid  before  the 
next  Methodist  conference,  which  convened 
in  Baltimore  in  1810.  This  corresiwndence , 
and  interchange  of  delegates  continued  for 
some  years.  The  Philadelphia  conference  of 
the  M.  E.  church  also  particii^ated;  and, 
eventually,  a  plan  of  harmonious  action,  in 
several  particulars,  was  settled  upon. 

This  treat}',  if  we  may  so  style  it,  of 
amity  and  friendship,  rested  upon  the  con- 
viction that  societies,  which  were  agreed  in 
all  the  essential  truths  of  our  holy  relig- 
ion— which  were  aliko  in  faith,  experience, 
and  practice,  and  which  sustained  a  living 
itinerant  ministry',  should  have  some  bond 
of  union — some  fraternal  relations — other 
than  those  which  had  hitherto  existed  be- 
tween them. 

The  terms  of  this  union  were  few.  Each 
church  was  left  entirely  distinct  and  sepa- 
rate, as  before.  The  most  important  points 
eelatod  to  the  use  of  churches,  and  to  claao* 
meetings  and  love-feaste.  Methodist  houses 
of    worship    wore    to    bo    open    to    United 
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Brethren,  whon  not  occupied  by  the  Meth* 
odists;  and  United  fircthron  houaos,  in  like 
manner,  to  the  Methodists,  when  not  occu- 
pied by  the  Brethren.  The  class-meetings 
and  love-feaat  meetings  were  to  be  open,  on. 
both  sides,  to  (he  members  of  both  socle 
ties. 

The  loiters  of  correspondence  which  pass- 
ed between  the  two  churches,  have  nearly 
all  been  prcaorvcd,  aad  deserve  a  place  in 
these  pages. 


THE   CORRESPONDENCE. 

Habbkowbdro,  Va., 1809. 

7b  iht  Cbfl/ernsM  of  ike   l/niled  Brtthmt  tn  Chritt. 
Vebt  Deab  Brethren: 

We,  tlie  membarn  of  tbe  lUltiroore  conference, 
boiDg  deapl;  Kcmiltlo  of  tbo  great  atilitjr  of  unwn 
tmoag  ChriatisD  miniiters,  aa  far  ta  cirenniBtancea  will 
permit,  in  o&rrjing  on  the  work;  of  God,  niit]  promot- 
iDg  iho  int«r«st  of  tlio  Redeemer'*  kiogdoaii  boli«ving 
thtt  yoa  are  friends,  aad  brethren,  eogaf>ed  in  tb« 
same  glorious  work  with  ourselves,  htre,  afUr  mituTO 
dolibcntioD,  thongtit  proper  to  oS«r  to  50a  the  fol- 
lowing terntR,  in  order  to  ealabliah  a  etoaer  and  more 
jwmia&eDt  union  among  us: 

iKt.  Wo  think  it  adviaablo,  for  your  own  good,  aad 
proeperitj,  that  each  minuter  or  preacher,  who  is  ao* 
kDowlodged  by  tha  UDit«d  Brethcen  in  Christ,  should 
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TNeivt,  from  ike'it  Boni^Diiee,  a  Ts;;ular  license,  vbicb 
mtjf  Inirodnoe  Uiem  to  onr  pulpit»  and  obumli  prir* 
ilegw,  and  tkonby  pnreot  impositioni,  aa  thsrc  arc 
many  nho  profexA  to  be  in  union  with  jou,  Ibat  art 
Dot  Bcknuwiedgcd  hy  juu.  And  we  wualii  furtbcr  ad- 
vlite,  tbat  you.  favor  t<aob  of  oar  presidiog  elders  vith. 
a  li^t  of  lh<T  nnnif^K  of  thone  miniKk'nt  ho  acknowl- 
edged and  lioeDsed  by  you  within  the  bounds  of  his 
district,  tbat  tb«r«  way  b«  no  diffioulties  in  admit- 
ting tbein  to  our  privilcgu.  And  we  would  further 
ob««rTe,  that  all  our  traveling  minist«nt  and  preach- 
on  baire  tbcir  namCH  printed  in  the  minnics  uf  ouc 
annual  oonferencea,  and  our  looul  m)ni!>lct«  and 
pmcbers  have  crcdantiftls  of  ordination,  or  a  wnltna 
license;  and  nc  hope  that  you  will  admit  Done  U> 
your  privileges,  calling  them^elTes  Methodist  proflohor«r. 
but  aucb  as  havo  thoir  numos  on  the  minute*,  or  li- 
censed as  above   mentioned. 

2d.  As  wo  havu  lonj^  experienced  the  utility  of  a 
Christian  discipline,  to  prevent  immorality  among  oar 
poople,  wo  would  earnestly  reoommend  to  yon  to  M- 
tabliafa  a  strict  diuiplino  amoDf;  you,  which  may  be 
■  "dofcns«  on  your  glory."  Our  discipline  i»  printed 
in  your  laaguag«,  and  w«  would  reeommond  it  to 
your  uonsideration,  to  adopt  it,  or  any  part  of  it, 
that  you  in  your  wisdom  may  think  proper,  or  any 
other  fonn  tbat  yon  may  judge  best.  And  that  un- 
der I  disoipline  so  established,  you  make  use  of  ot- 
ery  Chrittian  and  prudential  moanfl  to  unite  your 
members  together  in  sociciic«  nmon^  yoursolvoii;  by 
these  meanR,  we  thinlc,  your  people  will  become 
more  spiritual,  and  your  bbors  be  more  socoeasniLl 
snder  the  Uassing  of  Ood. 
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&d.  AU  tliose  mambera  Among  jroa  wbo  sto  iiDit4d 
{ii  Rsok  aociAtiea,  or  tnity  hereafter  be  aeit»d,  ma;  b« 
ftdmiiwd  to  (he  pnvilcges  of  class  mMtings,  taora- 
maate,  and  lova-feasta,  io  oat  clinroh,  prandod  tboj 
hive  a  certificftU  af  their  memherahip,  aigoed  by  a 
TCgttlarljr  Hceaivd  preacher  of  your  chiucb.  And  to 
pTOTent  inconveniences,  i*e  wish  yoa  to  furnieh  each 
of  our  pr«aoliers  wilii  a  list  of  the  name*  of  all  Boch 
memben  aa  may  ba  in  the  bounds  of  their  respective 
oirouitd,  that  the;  may  know  vho  are  joar  membere. 

Id  order  Airther  (a  establish  this  union,  ioAi«\  wc 
<o  much  detir4,  no  hare  given  particular  iDRtructioni 
to  onr  presidiag  cidcn  and  prcacbeni  who  have  the 
obai^  of  districts  and  oirouitd  whera  th«  United 
Brethren  in  ChrixC  liva.  to  admit  yonr  preachers  and 
mcmbvp),  ae  aboTc  apBoiScd,  to  our  privilegefl;  and, 
•loo,  to  leave  a  list  of  the  nameB  of  jour  preaohert 
and  membcra  in.  the  bonndi  of  their  re«pc«tive  die- 
trictti  or  circuits,  for  their  sQcceasari,  that  they  may 
LaTe  no  diffioultica  ia  knowing  who  jou  aokaowlodf^o 
M  preachers  or  members. 

Thus,  dear  Brulbrcn,  job  may  wo  that  «•  aJD* 
cezely  iruh  to  aocommodate  yott  aa  Atr  h  wo  cas 
consbteolly  witli  the  diaoiplinu  vrhioh  binds  us  to- 
gether as  a  spiritual  pcoplo.  We  think  that  we  hare 
pTopoeed  to  yoa  snob  terms  of  accomoiodstion  aa  will 
tneel  yonr  wishes;  and,  if  carried  into  oporatlon  amoog 
yoD,  we  hope  and  believe  a  door  will  be  opened  for 
geneial  ntefaloess  among  and  with  each  other.  Wa 
are  perioaded  that  the  great  Head  of  the  church  will 
afnile  on  tu,  and  own  our  labon  of  Jove,  and  va  eball 
be  Ueat  id  aeeiog  oar  children  coarerted  t«  Qod,  aad 
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become    nieful    mombera    of    thkt    ctinrcl]   wbicli     they 
mi;  ohooMi. 

Add  DOir,  deu*  SrettiKii,  we  oommead  yoa  tad 
your  oh«rg«  to  God,  pnjing  that  tbe  Lord  may  b« 
wiLh  you,  and  blens  you,  io  your  conrereoce,  fend 
b1e«s  yoar  honoat  labors  to  promoto  hie  glor/  and  tho 
inl«re&ta  of  Cbrt«t'H  kingdom  !d  thft  world. 

Wo  ire,  dear  Brethrea,  your  si&ceT«  frioads  and 
bietbren  in  Christ. 

SigDod   by   order,  and  in  b«1ialf  of  tke  oonfcraoco. 

Frakcis  Asbcbt. 
William  McEendbei. 


LANOASTEa,  Pb.,  May  10th,  1B09. 

7b  the   Q>n/i!rcn«tf  of  the  Jfclhoditt  £pi»c«pal  Okitrth. 
Muoa  SsePBcTitD  Bhktubem  is  Gusibt: 

Being  is  conference  oBsemblod,  and  afUr  taking 
into  aerioua  coDBideration  all  those  poiota  coDoeraiDg 
a  closer  unioD  li«twe«u  tb«  United  Bruthr«n  io  Christ 
and  that  of  the  Methodist  Epiaoopal  church,  u  ihej 
have  beeo  proposed  bj  an  epistle  from  the  late  Bal- 
timoro  confcrvQco,  dlrootod  to  us,  at  also,  verbally,  by 
two  of  yoar  miDtster*,  nam«ly,  Jamei  Hunter  and 
Jamos  Smith,  it  doei  appear  tl^t  the  faudaaeotal 
Christian  dootrtoe,  as  held  by  both  societies,  is 
tho  «acQO,  the  only  difforonco  esi«tiiig  bctveon 
tlie  two  being  in  relation  to  K>me  ezternftl  chureh 
regalatioDS. 

7ruly,  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that,  not  only  in  thcae 
latter  days,  but  throughout  the  past  eeateriea,  by  the 
setting  up  and  obtruding  of  opioioDa,  immense  harm 
hui  bwn  doo«i  yot  our  conference  do«a  not  laeaa,  b/ 
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this  uimkdTcnioD,  to  hint  m  tboagh  ambngfl  wu 
taken,  !■  view  of  your  late  epistle  to  as,  but  b&rely 
ntBtfoti  it  u  A  Bttier  of  reflection.  As  to  the  Urit 
point  proponed,  oODccming  a  wrilCcu  Uocdbo  to  be 
girea  lo  oar  prcechers,  we  tnaat  here  inform  jea  tbet 
«e  hid  alreed;  eonie  to  a  concluBiuD  m  to  that  mat' 
ler;  but  yet,  til)  now,  there  were  sooo  amoag  tia 
who  had  not  reoeived  8  foruially  irrit[«D  Itocnte,  bat 
th&I)  be  mpplied  with  them  ia  fntare;  and  snob  as 
BUiy  revise  them,  we  wish  yoa  to  IooIl  upon  not  ta 
ministen  ord&inod  hy  ua;  for  we  do  not  intend  to 
receive  any  professing  to  belong  to  your  conferenoe, 
except  the;  baTe  a  certificate  or  UceDM  from  the 
tune. 

ThU  we  QooooiTo  to  bo  higbly  neceaaary,  in  order 
(0  preveDC  impomtioii  from  being  practiced  upon  ui. 

Id  reletioa  to  the  aeeood  point,  oonoerniDg  a  tolcea 
to  be  giren  to  all  oar  membersj  by  otu  renpective 
proachcrs,  in  ordor  that  tbey  may  End  acceso  to  the 
Lord'a  Sapper  at  protracted  meetioga,  and  the  like,  ia 
yoar  chnrch,  a*  above  tuaatiooetl,  wc  tbink  it  proper, 
and  are  perfectly  nilliag  to  agree,  with  that  ordet 
wbieb  becomes  the  CbrialiaD. 

CoQCcraing  tbo  third  point,  we  woald  My,  in  ro- 
Bpeet  to  aaeh  ae  indulge  in  an  unohristian  oourvo  of 
condoct  or  convcreatiua,  tbat  tbey  aball  renutio  de- 
prived of  Christian  followsbip  and  commonion  aa  long 
aa  tbay  r«main  impenitent  and  neglect  to  amend  their 
wiji.  Tbos,  if  we  eontinoe  ool  to  do  ante  others 
that  which  we  would  Dot  wish  done  uuto  us,  and 
tbua,  being  guided  by  the  lafloenco  of  grace  dJrine, 
we  are  oonGdeet  tbat  jars  will  soon  aubaide,  aod  con* 
tcutioa  die  foreTcr.    Any  further  poisU  to  be  ooniid- 
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•r«J,  will  be  deferred  to  the  uUtDg  of  oar  next  oon- 
feieoco.  May  tho  Qod  of  love  deign  to  DDit«  u)  still 
eloaer  in  the  bonds  of  peioc  bete,  sad  throagboat  cter> 
Bl)   kgeit. 

Be  ftMursd   of  our   «DO«ris    Ioto,  u  follow-Iabor«n  io 
the  caiue  of  CbriHL 

Signei  by  order,  aad  i&  bcli«.If  of  the  oDDfercace. 

Maktih  Boxbm. 
Geokoe  a..  QvzimwQ. 

CUttlBTIAH  NlWOOJlXB. 


^o  the    Vrtited  Brtikrm  in   ChrUt. 

Dear  Srbtrrkn: 

We  hereby  aolcnowledgc  the  receipt  of  the  lottor 
«f  the  conference  of  the  United  Brethren,  bearios  datcj 
Ma;  tOcl,  IdOS,  ftnd  are  ptoased  to  observe  that  jou 
■re  fully  Mnniblc  of  the  propriety  of  mutual  letters  of 
recommendation,  both  for  preactierii  nnd  tnetabera  of  tb« 
two  societies,  irho  ms;  wisb  to  participate  in  each  olli- 
or's  privileges.  We  most  eaineetly  enooitrage  you  to 
porsevero  in  so  n»efUl  a  d«tcruiinKtion,  and  give  it  the 
fullest  effect,  as  not  only  the  two  societies,  but  the 
ehnroh  of  Christ,  sni)  the  cause  of  Qod  in  general,  are 
interested  in  the  detection  of  iaipoettion  among  na. 

Toor  determinatioQ  to  postpione  the  oonaidcration  of 
the  ■ttbjcot  of  diteipltne  ontit  your  next  eonforenoe, 
inakea  it  improper  for  us  to  resume  that  aubjecl,  pre- 
flaming  that  you  had  suffioient  ri'ssons  for  so  doing. 
"We  should  have  been  highly  gratified,  if  it  had  bcea 
eonsiKtent  with  ynur  circnmstftni^s,  to  hare  given  a  final 
deciHioD  on  the  principles  of  the  anion  which  we  pro- 
posed, and  which  wo  coooolve  ia  devoiitly  to  bo  desired' 
by  th«  two  Bocietios.      We  are  thaokfU  to  Snd  that  the 
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-spirit  of  Chritli&n  sod  brotherly  lore  ttill  prcritU  wnoDg 
yoa  tMrard  a*,  and  Ao  uanre  7011  that  ve  r«ciprac*te 
lbs  tlTeoiion,  and  hops  Dover  Ui  do  to  yoa  otharwlw, 
lh>&  we  vroald  hsTO  you  do  to  iu,  Md  ihiU  oootiniM  10' 
rMeiTc,  vitli  kD  att«Dtion  «uit«kl«  lo  tb«ir  iiiiportaD«e, 
aay  fjommnnicalioD  which  you  may  deem  proper  to  for- 
ward to  08, 

WUhing  you  ^eit  peaeo  in  joar  own  tonU,  gra&c  lar- 
mony  in  yoar  eonferfince,  and  great  sneceui  tn  ytrVT 
miDiBteriai  Ubora, 

We  remain  your  brocher*  and  fellow -laborer*  in  tba 
kiii£;dora  and  patioaco  of  Christ. 

8igB«d  in  the  b«balf  of  the  cDDferenoe. 

JosBPs  Tot,  800 'y. 

The  reply  of  the  Brethren  is  wanting. 


Addnu  to  the  United  BrttKrtn  t'n  Oiriit. 

Dearly  Bblovsd  Brethrkm: 

MiTiug  received  your  letter,  etc.,  et«.,  we  flaslly 
with  you  to  give  the  rijjht  hand  of  followithip,  to 
pnuh  tfae  Ooap&l  of  a  crucified  K«dcemer,  and  work 
iDgetlier  in  spiritual  peace  and  harmony,  to  bring  lost 
Rtnnor*  home  lo  Qod,  through  rcpont«QCo  and  holinoM. 
And  we  fartber  agree  with  yon,  that  our  preaching 
hoosee  of  pnblio  worehip  sliall  be  open  to  ill  year 
proaohers  who  have  liooose  ftom  you.  Likewiac,  it  is 
Oor  earaoat  wiah  that  you  ahouM  open  all  your  publis 
preoohing  hoosei  to  all  our  preiobcr*  thot  har«  wrilt«a 
license,  from  us.  W«  also  inform  yon  that  wc  hare  rcg- 
ulationi  upon  record,  to  walk  by,  to  direct  our  preach- 
ers to  keep  clBBt-meetitig«,  or  to  form  cUun  at  any 
place  tlkey  think  proper,  eto.  And,  loiitly,  wa  give  unto 
you  the  right  band  of  fcllowahip,  and  a»ar?  yoa  ibat 
23 
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we  aball  alwajB,  as  mTich  u  in  our  power  lies,  do  vdIo 
^o  u  «fl  vish  you  to  do  unto  ii«.  Wo  klso  crave  an 
intercit  in  jonr  prayen,  tnd  ntsare  ;oa  that  it  is  our 
tvl\  dcBira  to  Ut*  in  m  oIoio  a  conauvuoa  with  you  m 
tlio  Datura  of  the  cuo  will  admit,  to  bear  with  «ach 
other  in  love,  and  holding  the  sa.me  prinoiplen,  aod 
pmohiaj^  tbo  tamo  doctrines,  will  sot  nffcr  sniAller 
tihisga,  and  only  the  sbadowa  of  religioa,  to  ■epsnt«  nt 
trem  each  other. 

An  extrkot  from  the  journal  of  I8I0. 

Nicholas  SHBiTBEit. 


An  Addrtu  from    the    Baltitnort  Annual  Om/trmM,  to 
the    Vniud   Br^hrm   in    OhriH. 

Dkahlt  Bbloted  Bhithrbm: 

We  have  rweoived  your  affectionsle  letter,  with 
hearty  thankful  neis,  that  the  Father  of  oar  Lord  Jestt> 
Christ,  the  God  of  all  peace  and  oonsolation,  hu  in- 
eUacd  your  hearts  to  unite  in  the  bonds  of  the  Qos- 
pel,  to  walk  in  love  u  Christ  also  hath  loTcd  U, 
utd  given   himself  for  as. 

Wb  consider  now,  if  wc  have  not  mtsunderatood 
yon,  that  we  are  fblly  agreed  id  respect  to  the  n«* 
eeerity  of  nnton,  and  a  matual  endeavor  to  accom- 
plish it.  We  ba-re,  thanforo,  diroukid  aud  iostruoted 
ftU  our  presiding  elders  and  pre«oherB,  whose  business 
it  may  be  to  consult  with  the  United  Brethren,  in 
their  sereral  diitricte  and  circuits,  about  the  most  «x- 
podient  form  of  earryini;  the  proposed  union  into  ef- 
fect. To  our  own  forms  of  lioenne  and  certifioationfl, 
•to.,  we  presume  you  can  have  no  objections,  as  ihsy 
li»Te  been  of  long  use  untong  ub.  If  you  hare  al- 
ready   »  fixed  form,   we   shall   obocrf^Hy  aooept   it,  and 
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would  only  adnae.  that.  If  you  b&va  one  jet  to  tx 
Djion,  joa  may  bear  io  mind  whether  it  will  not  h* 
pTopor  t«  b«  ■omewhAt  naiform  ia  tho  formation  of 
lb«  licfiDse  for  your  pieftubert,  aa<I  ihe  uetU&OuWa  foe 
your  membon ;  but,  should  joa  soe  proper  to  tmj  in ' 
diflkreat  plaoes,  oar  brethren  are  iiistruoted  to  maka 
no  objections  on  that  heitd,  bat  morolj  to  seek  for 
iorformation,  and  oonform  to  your  vaage  seeordiDgly. 

Yon  will  picue,  then,  dear  breibrco,  (o  acoept  fron 
OS  the  righi  hand  of  fellowship,  and  oar  usursucea 
that  all  oat  proaching  houses  shall  be  open  to  jovr 
Uocaaed  preachen,  u  far  aa  oar  power  and  adricc 
may  be  etlccidcd,  (for  tomo  of  oar  houses  may  ba 
vnder  the  aootrol  of  tmsteci)  and  that  oar  saora- 
nsDts,  love-feaste,  and  olau-meetings,  shall  be  open 
to  your  members  who  apply  with  such  form  of  ceiti- 
fioatioD  as  you  may  judge  proper,  according  to  oar 
propotala,  seat  to  you  fVom  the  Baritsonbarg  eoa- 
ferenca. 

As  soon  as  our  presiding  oldars  and  preachers  re- 
tarn  to  their  respeetive  diatrieta  and  cJrouita,  we  shall 
consider  this  anioa  aa  harioK  fully  oommeDoed  on 
our  part.  But  wo  propose  to  keep  open  an  intor- 
coano  between  the  two  eooferenoes,  to  improva  aal 
perfect  the  plan,  as  far  aa  experieDoe  may  IWaisk 
matter  of  improvement. 

W«  hope  to  hear  from  yon  at  oar  nest  annual 
conference;  and  wa  iiiTita  yoa  to  ezerctae  the  fullest 
eonfidenoe  la  as  in  your  oorrespondonoa.  Haviog 
given  you  this  iuTitalioa,  we  take  the  same  liberty^ 
'We  hope  yoa  will  not  indulge,  for  a  moment,  a  sas- 
pioioD  that  we  wish  to  iotarfer*  Ea  yoor  cosferene* 
and  chnrob  eoneeru.    There  will,  eonstantly,  no  dooh^ 
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be  Dkiif  In  botb  ohatebM,  not  dbpoaed  to  b«ea 
pnvite^d  mombors;  tion«  of  our  regulstions  can  hai-e 
Any  eSeet  upon  nueb.  Bttt  knoiring,  u  we  both  do, 
Ui»  iBip«rf«otio&s  of  hamiD  Bfttorv,  «o  caa  not  help 
forocciDg  tbat  oScdms  will  come  b«tweoa  the  mioia- 
tr^  AB^  tUMnbeni  nf  t]i«  two  cburchei,  who  ehint 
priviltgofl.  Now  we  IbiDk  tbat  somo  plan  ought  to 
be  Agreed  upon  fbr  the  settltneat  of  all  saob  dME- 
ealtiv*.  An  uotlung  oftn  now  be  done  doclnTely,  vre 
b«e  leavo  to  propoee  the  folloviog  plui  for  coasidct' 
Atioa. 

Plrit — If  any  preacTier  or  member  of  eltli«r  ohnrob, 
elftliuing  to  be  ft  priTJlegAd  prMcbcr  or  ia«Bib«r  {& 
(he  other,  sbill  be  aocnsed  of  aaj  tbiDg  oontniy  to 
CbrietiaD  prude  nee,  or  Cbristian  oondnot,  hy  the 
eburcli  in  whieh  he  nay  he  a  pririlegod  preacher  or 
nembcr,  the  aocusation  shall  be  made  to  the  confer* 
«ncc  or  cburvh  {a  wbiob  be  is  ia  regulat  member* 
ship,  wbu  ihall  try  anil  judge  accordingly;  but,  in 
eafiea  of  Ihis  kind,  if  the  difficulty  be  not  settled  ac- 
eardin^  to  the  sttiBfaction  of  the  coaferonce  or  church- 
meotiag  bringing  the  accusalion,  hia  bretbroo  shall 
advise  and  reqawt  him  to  desist  l^m  the  dm  of  the 
prlrilcgca,  and  to  conGoe  biuoelf  to  hit  oiro  proper 
GonfeTfiaao  or  chnroh. 

iSkoimj. — No  preaober  or  member,  who  shall  bare 
been  ezeludod  by  one  conference  or  oharch,  shall  be 
rvcelved  by  the  other. 

Tkird.^A.a  o(Ua    as   may  bo  oonveoient,   a   meuea- 

ger  aball  be  Mot  with  any  letter  which  shall   be  ad- 

dreaaed    from    one    conference    to  the    other,  with  in- 

'airaotiont  to  explain  any  difficulties. 

Wo  iBvile  oar  bcloTod  Brother  Newcomer  to  a  aoft 
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in  our  coofcroBC'O,  as  jour  mftSHDger ;  and  he  w 
donblj  detr  to  nt  n  k  mMtonger  of  such  joy(\il  lid- 
ing*  of  brotJierJy  loTe  ftom  you.  "How  Waatifui  up- 
on tbe  moaDlAin*  arc  Uio  foet"  of  all  tho  mAOMDgera 
of  mercy,  loTe,  p«ace,  and  good<wi)l. 

Wc    hiv9    tbe    happtiKMs    to    infurni    you  Uiat  we  har^i 
enjoyed     f;Tt*t     tkarmooy    aod     love    in    oar    conference; 
•lid,  by  what  we   can    learn   of  the  atate   of  religion  at 
prcioat,   we    bare    many   tokeaa    of    good,   and   abond- 
aBa«  of  erideDoe  tbat  God  is  wsiting  to  be  graoiont. 

Vi'iihiu}{  yon  peacs  and  prosperity  in  lh«  kingdum 
and  pitieon  of  oar  Lord  Jciiu  Christ,  wo  ronuin 
year  affoctionatt  brethrea  in  the  bonds  of  Cbrifttian  fel- 
loirahip. 

March  27,  1811.  JoRBra  Tot,  Seo'y. 


Mtthoditl    Ej>Ueopal    OmfertHtx. 

DtABLT   USLOTSD  BRETHREN   IN   CHBIBT: 

We  bare  receivied  your  affectionate  lett«r,  bear* 
lag  diU«,  March  27th,  1811,  by  oar  Brothors  Barg 
and  SwortawcMer.  witJi  niuoh  joy  and  tliankfalncM, 
seeing,  therein,  that  tl»e  Qod  of  lore  has  united  yovr 
b«arts  in  p«ic«  and  harmony  with  us,  (o  unite  moro 
and  more  togelbei  in  the  bonda  of  the  Goiipel.  Wa 
are  cerlaio,  btethrtn,  if  ka  walk  iu  the  %ht,  as  chil- 
dren of  the  light,  we  shall,  ere  long,  be  of  one  heart 
and  oiM  mind.  Seeing,  likewiw;,  bleMed  finit*  of  our 
union  togelhor,  in  a  meatnru,  already,  and  the  glorioni 
prospect  before  aa,  we  do  not  fae8ital«  ■  moment 
loaget  to  give  you  tho  right  hand  of  Christian  feUow- 
■hip.      Again,   we    have     now    formed    our   memberehip 
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iiilo  cImme,  u  much  na  poseibic,  HoKevfir,  there  ar« 
a  nufnbor  jcL  among  u.-i  who  httr^  not  joined  with 
n»  in  Ihix  privtlo^,  «n  long  daUycd  hy  m:  vn  ears 
Mil;  bopc  that  yon  will  instraet  ^rour  travoUnK  prcacli' 
«ra  to  bear  with  nuvli  as  tauah  aa  tlie  order  oP  joar 
ohurcb  will  admit.  We  would  fitrtbiir  iiifumi  yon  ifaat 
we  have  draw  a  up  somo  re};ulBtionH  or  ducipliiiA 
araong  us,  and  thai]  rndtaror,  more  and  more,  to  put 
them   into  efft^ct  a<noD»  anrselws  and  out  m«mbera. 

Any  preacher  or  private  in*iuber  expelled  ftom  jOQf 
eburch,  will  not  be  recoivtd  by  as  to  th«  Isllowthip 
v£  aaiuta  in  Chrlat;  aud  wo  do  hope  that  you  will  do 
the  umt),  in  relation  to  ihofe  ozpcll«d  by  na,  at 
leant,  BDtil  snfficiODt  reason  bo  found  of  their  ropont' 
aDC«  and  good  fruiti. 

Vfl  UkflwiHO  hopo  that  our  mutual  rTi<>nd»hip  and 
lo7fi  to  each  other  will  bo  iaoreaaed  yol  more  asd 
nOK,  and  thnt  the  intcrci>ur*Cf  by  letter,  and  mestea- 
geri  from  and  to  eaoh  conference,  may  be  kept  n; 
yearly,  tbrnugb  which  oiedium  diffii^ullies  may  be  road- 
ily  adjusted,  iind  more  especially  as  such  messeogers, 
or  communication »,  will  be  joyfully  received  by  ofl, 
and  appreciated  in  tlie  bent  possible  way, 

And,  lastly,  may  the  <jod  of  all  poaco  and  conso- 
lation, who  has  united  OQr  bearta  together  in  the 
OcMpel,  spread  his  militant  church,  by  ua,  from  pole 
(0  fole;  and,  Eoally,  when' time  U  no  more,  mal:« 
tiR,  one  and  all,  TnombnTi  of  bin  church  triumphant,  to 
praise  God  and  the  Lamb  forever.  Remember  u*  be- 
fore the  throae  of  God,  is  the  earnest  prayer  of  you 
afleoliODite  brethren,  wishing  you  peace  and  prjsperit* 
in     the    kingdom    and    pationce    of    oar    Lord    Jmi 
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Chrut.     We    renAio  your  affoctionaw   biclhrea   ia   Ut« 
bi^ada  of  Olirialiau  fvlluwahij). 

Signed  b^  ord«r,  «ad  ia  behslf  of  tbe  conferenoe. 

CHRISTlAfT  NlWOOUSB. 

Maj  25tli,  1811. 


Aa   Adireu  /rem    tK«     JHelKodul   Epiieapal   Confmnce, 

autmbUd  c:  -te^urgh,   to  (lu    l/niitd   Bnthrtn 

in    Chriit. 

To  iDi  Co»rEAXHOx  or  tux  Unitki>  Bbetbben: 

Grace  naJ  p«Aoe  be  multiplied  anlo  yoa, 
tbrough  our  Lord  and  Savior  J«8U«  Cbritt.  tichold 
how  good  and  pleuant  a  tbin^  it  »  for  bretbrcn  to 
dwell  in  unity.  May  the  holy  liiavcn  leaven  (lie  wbolfl 
laup.  W«  do  most  C'ordiaHjr  and  siocorelj  joiD  witb 
;ou  is  prajring,  that  He  who  has  unit«d  oar  hearts 
in  tbe  Goapol,  ma.j  make  u»  inxtruiautitAi  in  aodtiitiii;^ 
to  ttpreul  bis  miliuat  ohur«h  from  pole  to  pole,  and, 
finally,  when  time  \i  no  more,  make  us,  one  anil  all. 
■nembtfrK  of  (ba  cburob  triuDpbont,  to  praise  Ood  aod 
the  Lamb  for«ver  and  erer. 

We  bav«  the  bappioess  to  inform  you  that  ire  do 
not  reooUeot  vbea  we  had  so  gracioua  a  ailtiog  tu- 
gctbcr.  ''Our  poaco  EarpiiHse>th  all  unduratandiug,  and 
our  joy  is  unipoakable  and  full  of  glory."  We  tnsto 
uaspeakablo  bliss.  "The  power  of  tbo  Ilighcat  over- 
shadowed as,  aod  tbe  glory  of  Ood  is  lu  tbe  niidat 
of  ut."     Hallelujahl 

Wg  have  ioslruoted  our  pieacbera  to  deal  very  ten- 
derly with  those  membeni  of  your  oburoh  who  have 
not  fully  come  into  oar  measures  of  union,  as  far  as 
the  rules  and  orders  of  our  church  will  admit,  hopiog 
And   trtuting   that  yo«  will   still   do    all    in   your  powor 
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to  promote  tai  txUoi  tli«  spirit  and  praotico  of  dis- 
cipline among  them,  it  baiag  evident  that  onx  motntl 
saoocse  depends  apon  osr  uoioo,  wlienTer  oar  Uow 
of  labur  coiue  logutber. 

We  Bgr«ti  with  yoa  in  the  advantage  or  eorrespond- 
enM  sDtl  ao  iBt«r<iliauge  of  meaaeogen.  firotlicr  New- 
comer wa»  rcix^iTcd  \ty  us,  and  wo  have  appointed 
our  Brothers  Alfred  Griffith  and  J.  hn  Swortiwelderr 
aA  mesaengcrH  to  your  next  cODfaTi,nco,  with  whom, 
you  majr  consult  on  any  subject  reUtire  U>  ths  de- 
sired  object   of  ft  floal  and  perfect  htrtcony. 

Wo  tcniain,  dear  brethren,  your  affecliooate  fellow- 
lahorere  in  ihc  boods  of  peace. 

NlOBOLAS  SKKimXR. 

March  2«th,   1812, 


An  Adjrai   to  (A«  Qm/frenct  of  tht  Mt.thod\*i  Episfipftf 
Okureh,  oMevtblrtl   in    BaUimorr-,  /rom  the   Vniitd 
BreChreK   Church. 
Dearlt  Belotid  Bbktbbbm  : 

The  nemben  of  the  ooaference  of  tlic  United' 
Brethren  assombled  at  George  Adam  Guething'i^ 
with  the  greatest  Baliefactioa,  mention  the  receipt  of 
yoiit  address  from  Lecsburgh.  Our  eouli  have  bcHu 
truly  rofrcabed,  particularly  when  we  received  the 
uewa  of  lore,  uniting  our  kindred  Mob.  We  will 
itdopt  the  laD^'uagfl  of  the  royal  I'natratit  with  joa: 
"*TiB  good  iLud  pleasant  for  bretbren  to  dwell  together 
in  unity."  W«  do  cordially  and  iineerely  pray  that 
JehoTab  may  make  ns  indtTidually  iostiu mental  la 
Spreading  hla  bteuicd  cause,  and  ext«Ddiag  his  mili- 
laot  church  from  the  riven  to  the  euda  of  the  earth, 
Ve    rejoice   with    you,    that    the    power  of    the'    Lord 
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WW  IB   yonr  Budst;    our  kcarta   aUo   barB«d   witli  lovA, 
while  ooDsaltiB^  on  the  welTare  of  ZioD. 

Wo  are  truly  tbaskfuJ  fvr  tti«  (]«Hos«j  and  tender- 
neas  iiitJmBt«d  io  your  loUor,  u  toochtag  Uiom  meia- 
b«n  of  o«r  chtiroh  tlut  mxy  not,  u  y«t,  be  diTfttt«d 
of  oerlatQ  peculiKitJM.  But  we  humbly  hope  tbat 
the  luiala  will,  ero  long,  ihrougli  dm  efTulgeDce  of 
Ooap«l  day,  be  diaparaed  from  every  mind.  W«  hive^ 
ID  maaj  pUeea,  sucoeeded  ia  formiBg  claM-tneetiaga 
and  extcadin);  discipline,  and,  as  far  aa  prad«Doe  shall 
diutat«,    we   will   poraue. 

Ao  iBterchange  of  jneBEeiigGrs  and  corrcspondcaoe 
will  atill  be  duclIll^d  a  faror.  Brothem  A.  QriStb  and 
J.  Swertiweldar  wore  Ihsnkfally  reueived  by  ni,  with 
whom  we  bad  the  happiness  to  consalt  oo  the  muck* 
desired  subject  of  periuauent  p«Bce  and  harmony. 

Brothers  Q.  A.  Gaethiog  and  C.  Mewooaiar  w«rtt' 
instracted  as  mesMogcn  to  yon.  Finally,  Wtthren, 
nuy  the  God  of  lor*  and  pcac<  anito  oar  boarta  and 
elbtta  in  the  indiuioliible  bonds  of  Jeans'  lore,  ta  ihe 
pnyer  of  yonr  fallow-laboTcrs  to  the  blawad  Ooapel 
of  p«a««. 

Signad  in  bohalf,  and   by  consoot  of  tbo  conference. 

CHBI8T1A.1   NXWCDMEK. 

Waabia^a  oo.,  Md,  Blay  13tJi,  1S12. 

The  answer  to  this  letter  we  have  not 
been  able  to  obtain. 


To   tht    Baltimort    Can/trmoa    of  (Ae    M.  B.   Churoh^    to 

M  htld  in  th*  dry  of  BaUimort,  March,  1814. 
jAftKLT  Bklovkd  Britdben: 

At    this    imparUnt    period,    wbUe    our    Eutional 
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traBqnititf  ii  dinturbed  by  the  lileiolsttoBi  of  war,  w« 
rgotcfl  to  find  that  thers  is  yet  praTailtoK  smoag  7011 
a  grftwiDg  disposition  to  spread  oar  Bedeemer's  nhtat 
amoog   tha   people   of  the   United   Statoi  of  Ameride. 

We  reoeiTod  jonr  ■Hoctionato  addroM  bj  the  bandt 
ot   joui    mesaeagora,   oar     beloved    brethren,  R.   Birch 

and    J.    W.    ,     and    cotdiallj    unite     with    jron 

In  praying  that  our  aait«d  efforts  ma;  be  nore  nd 
nom  successful  in  eitondin^  the  victorioas  kingdon 
of  th«  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  And,  brethren,  this  ««  be- 
lieve we  will  not  fail  to  scoomplieh,  if  we  U7  trid* 
■11  natiooal  projudioea,  and  betaLe  oorselvos  to  more 
Bolenin  fonting,  banLiliHtion,  nnd  prajer;  and,  in  spirit, 
CODTorutioD,  and  pablio  labors,  more  ardeatly  endeaTor 
to  raiio  up  a  people  for  the  Lord  God  of  boste  in 
tile  midst  of  Iho  earth. 

Mingled  as  our  hearers  and  taembers  axe  through- 
cat  this  widuly-exUnded  country,  we  are  the  more 
convineod  tbat  one  gpirtlaii]  interovL  abould  exinl 
among  as  aod  )cad  an  all  on  to  put  forth  more 
powerful  eiertioQs  to  fill  tlie  world  with  the  kBOwl- 
odga  of  our  glorious  and  benevolent  God- 

We  flrmly  believe  with  yon,  brethren,  tbat  pure, 
dootriDftl  truths,  and  Gospel  di»oiplino,  dispel  dark- 
neia  from  rhe  mind,  and  correct  tho  errora  of  the 
heart  and  life,  and,  through  the  «Scaoy  of  the  Spir- 
it, perfect  us  in  the  love  of  God.  Endeavoring,  as 
we  are,  to  become  united  in  establishing  a  real  Gos- 
pel diaoiplins  among  our  people,  we  bare  it  in  eoD- 
t«iiiplalion,  eoon  to  bave  printed  and  circulated  aaoc£ 
gar  momben,  a  eyateu  of  roles  which,  though  thoi 
Biaj  appear,  in  seme  ro^eoU,  imperfect,  yet  mtf 
■urre  for  the  eotumeacement  of  t  form  of  governmeot 
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for  oar  pftoplo,  wbicb  may,  ia  prooeaa  of  time,  b« 
improved  to  each  «  sUt«  oP  parT'^rtion  u  mky  ba  to 
the  benefit  and   bsppineu  of  future  i^eDeralJOns. 

0ut|  u  vc  CIO  nol,  It  pr«aent,  inform  job  in  tbis 
l«tl«r,  ooQMrning  th«  genertl  form  of  (ha  diMtplioft 
we  oont«mpl&t«  publisblng,  tbe  bearers  of  tbi»  letter 
to  joar  ponfureaoe,  our  beloved  brethren,  Christisa 
}f«ivcoti>«r  and  Tsl«Dtia«  B&olns,  vrill  bo  ta]]j  qaali- 
£<!<],  «Dd  ahall  barn  power,  (o  give  von  no;  inform* 
BttOD  that  may  l>e  neoesaar;  oonMrniQf;  ihe  progrMi, 
is  tbe  diecipliae,  W9  shall  bsTe  mado  duriDg  the  Ubon 
of  the  preacnt  you. 

IfNiriDg  to  contiDue  s  fneDdly  correspondenoe  with 
;on,  bfetbreD,  ire  with  yoa  all  aacceu  in  tbe  holy 
labora  of  Ibe  Gospel,  hoping  that  we  shall  have  an 
interest  in  ^our  prayers  and  good  wi»faet,  wbila  *t 
.  tbe  same  ttmc,  «e  usuro  you,  ve  wiU  eodeavor  not 
to  fail  to  prajr  to  iho  God  of  all  graiM  for  you,  and. 
with  yoo  all  possible  saccoss  in  the  good  work  of  lb* 
Lord. 

Signed  in  b«balf,  nod  bj  order  of,  tbe  conference 
of  the  Uni(4Cl  Brethren  in  Christ,  held  in  LtDOttter 
county,  May  6th,  1813. 

CRBtsTtAN  SuiTB,  Seo'y. 


The     Phiia^lphia    Oon/irenee   to     the     Unitid    Oermon 

Brtthren,  ffrteliny. 
DiARLT    T)El.nvED    FBRTirRRTt  : 

"SVv  have  been  mado  acquaiotvd  with  the  friendly 
corTeapondeDoe  that  baa  taken  place  betireen  yon  ani 
the  Baltinaro  conforcace,  t«ndiiig  to  a  happy  union; 
sad  being  informed  by  yoar  maasenger,  Christian  Now- 
flomer,   that    tt    b     jout    w:ab    to    eater    into    a  Uk* 
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friendly  correitpoaJoDce  with  o>,  we,  tlurefon,  kutco- 
to  inriirm  yt}u  Ditit  nc  are  willing  moet  eordiallj  to 
embraoe  ^oa  an  bmtbren  io  tli«  kiDgiJom  and  patienoe 
of  Jetus  Oiriftt,  and  »«  ituiy  lo  enter  into  tli« 
Btriotcvt  UU4UII  will)  jou  lL«t  th«  iiceuliu  circniii- 
Btancee  of  the  two  coricties  will  admit  of,  and  have, 
lecordingly,  appointed  two  of  our  menluri,  Williiu) 
Fox  and  Williain  FoulltH,  to  meet  you  at  your  nfzt 
confereDce,  to  aid  Id  the  anoomplishmeDt  of  tbia  d*- 
find  okjent. 

It  wm,  dur  brethren,  the  prajer  of  ChnU,  your 
Lord  and  our'd,  that  hii  pvuplu  might  be  one,  aad  that' 
for  tbe  most  UHefitl  purpoees, — that  is,  that  they  might 
be  porroetod  iii  one,  and  that  the  world  might  beliore, 
elo.  We  are,  dear  bretbrcD,  yoors,  ia  tbe  bonds  of  t- 
pore  aad  poaooful  confurenoe. 

Sif;aed  in  bdhalf  of  the  Philadelpbii  cooforenM,  at 
tbe  annual  tuefiliog,  in  Philadelphia,  25Ui  April,  1812. 

WiLi.iAu  S,  FisHsa. 


Th«   Cot\ftrence  of  the  Cnited  Brttkrrn,  u>  the  PhUaM' 
phia  Om/trtnoe   o/  lh4  M<:thoda(  Episcopal   Ckurtk^ 

DXAftLT   BlLAVKD    BBRTHRItM: 

We  received  your  friendly  address  with  mach 
pUwiire.  We  esult  to  hear  that  you  are  ready  to  ea- 
tar  ioto  t«rmB  of  union  with  u«.  m  our  brethren  of  th9 
Baltimore  conference  have  done,  and  pray  that  'v.  may 
teiniDatc  in  aa  happy  a  union,  and  w«  bare  no  doobb 
but  thai  it  will,  if  you  pnraue  the  saoie  charitable  and 
frieodly  course  tow&rd  ua  which  they  have  taken.  W« 
-ffish,  dear  brethren,  eTcr  to  do  unto  yoa  at  we  would 
be  done  by.      May  the    Lord    nnite  out  faflarte   ia  lon^, 
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■*ai  li«lp  as  to  pull  togAtber  in  tlrn  jok«  of  Christ,  tlut 
we  R>»7  be  u  trna  yoke-fellowa  indeed;  and  aa-^  th« 
kingdoBB  of  onr  Saxior  bo  nightilj  osUblialied  in  die 
earth  by  our  unitwl  eSbrU.  Bretbron,  pray  for  oa.  W« 
lu<r«  •ppoi&t«d  our  brcllma.  Christian  Smith  and  David 
Snyder,  H  meswDsen  to  your  next  conference,  with 
whom  you  may  oonanlt  on  any  anbjttot  leading  towird 
oar  ooti leinplat«d  nDion.  Wa  remain  yoort,  doar  br«tb- 
T«D,  in  Ibo  boada  of  the  peacoful  Ooap*!. 
Signed  l>y  ord«r  of  conference,  May  12tb,  1812, 

Qkobob  a.  Uuetbiho. 


Addreti  of  (Ae   PhUadelpkia    (hnftrenct   of  the    ifethoditt 
£pi»topal   Church,   to  (he   OtrmQn  Con/cr«tKe  of  the 
United    BrelhreA  in    Chritt. 
DCAnt.r  BiLOvitn  Brkthrin: 

Yonr  friendly  address  by  yonr  brother  and  our'i, 
and  your  mesaengeri  ChriHtiAn  Sinitli,  are  reccircd  with 
pleuure.  Wa  b«g  yov  to  bo  assored  of  our  oootinued 
regard  for  yuu,  and  cordial  desire  of  Christian  union 
and  oummunion,  aa  far  as  tuny  bo  conaiatoDt  with  the 
order  and  discipline  of  oar  r<^spQotive  ehurobes.  Our 
doctrines  ar«  fixed  and  eaiablinhed;  onr  diteipline  is 
binding  upon  us,  by  the  authority  uf  the  general  con- 
fcrenoe;  and  vc  bore  long  experienced  and  proved  tbo 
great  advantage  of  soeh  regulations;  coni«4]nent1ir,  to 
these,  in  our  church  roinmuoiuD  of  fellowship,  we  feel 
onnclTOs  bound,  by  the  moat  sacred  obligations,  to  hsTe 
an  tipeoiaJ  regard.  And  might  wo  not,  broihren,  r«e- 
ommend  them  to  yonr  considerntion,  that  you  may  provo 
all  thingg,  and  hold  fu«l  that  which  is  good?  We  bare 
appoinlad  onr  brethren,  W.  Hunter  and  11.  Doebm,  to 
^tsianl  to    yoo    this  address,  sud   to   asaure   you   thai 
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year  maueDgen  sod  oomtnanicatioaa  will  alnajB  ba 
welcome  to  vs.  W«  «n  pleued  to  find,  hj  tbe  reports 
from  different  Kad  distant  pUccn,  that  onr  bI«Med  It«> 
d<«EDer  ia  still  ctrrsring  on  Lhe  work  of  spiritokl  pMM 
and  recoDoUiatioD,  oolvitbAtanding  tlie  oomnoUoDB  tod 
revotutioDB  in  tbo  world ;  and  ife  hope  ilie  time  is  oot 
fftr  diittant  when  the  hamnn  nco  eball  b«  Dni(«d  ti  tb* 
commoD  workiniDHhtp  of  the  ootDtnon  Creator's  band, 
atui  tbe  CTOUimoti  parohasc  of  tlie  common  Savior '•  blood. 
We  pray  onr  gracious  nnd  holy  Lord  abundantly  U> 
blesB  yon,  and  inoline  your  hearts  to  AUpplioale  for  as 
before  kia  tbroae.  May  you  be  divinely  assisted  in  nil 
your  ddiberatioDs,  and  see  tbe  Lord's  pleasure  abaad- 
totly  prospering  in  your  baDds,  to  the  glory  of  oar 
Qod  and  your  Qod,  through  Jasos  Cbritt,  yoor  Lord 
aad  out's. 

Bigned  in  bobalf  of  tbe  confercndA. 

William  S.  Fisbib,  Beo'j. 

PhiUdfilpbia,  May  1st,  1813. 


This  union  was  not  destined  long  to 
flourish.  The  venerable  patriarch  in  the 
M.  E.  church,  Mr.  Francis  Asbury,  who 
aided  in  forming  it,  and  who  rejoiced 
in  it,  wont  up  to  God  on  the  Slst  of 
MikTch,  1816,  Shortly  after  this,  a  prom- 
inent presiding  elder,  ia  his  excessive  zeal 
for  Methodism,  declared  he  would  recognize 
tbe  terms  of  union  no  longer,  and  Uiat  the 
members    of    the    United    Brethren  church 
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couM  have  free  access  to  Methodist  ]ov&. 
fcnsts  ami  class- meetings  on  one  condition 
only,  and  that  was,  hy  joining  the  M.  E. 
ohurch.    He  began  to  violate  the  terms  of 

agreement  in  H ,   at  a   Methwlist  quaF>j 

t<rly  meeting  in  a  United  Bretliren  m^eet 
ing-house!  This  was,  siirely,  beginning 
judgment  at  the  house  of  God.* 

The  Brethren,  who  have  usually  excelled 
in  meekness  and  forbearance,  if  in  little 
else,  made  no  complaintif  and  their  meet- 
ing-houses, and  class-meetings,  and  love- 
feasts,  remained,  as  they  ore  to  this  day, 
open  and  free. 

•  Sp«yth.  p>,  IlL 

t  Rot.  Jacob  Baulus  morvd  to  Suidoakj.  0.,  M  in  urij  dij, ' 
•nJ,  in  tke  4pirit  of  tliiii  union,  op«n*d  kii  home  for  ■  XcthodM 
Umitmlj  mwiioE.  Th*  mMltag  wm  >  food  one  Some  c*  bia 
«M1dMb  wcM  ctoiftntd,  »nd  n«etred  jnu  Uui  M*lliodirt  wdetif. 
Wb«ti  tlia  Uni«  ror  lore-fcut  Mm*,  DaoIim  «■•  not  ptrmiOnl  M 
*Bttf  llw  twin  I     Wa  rawiTad    lbi>  tnta  tLa  taoarabia  nani  ova 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

"THE  SO-CAXLED   ALBBIOHTS." — ANOTHER   PRO- 
POSED   CSION. 

DrRiNQ  the  first  decade  of  the  present 
century,  an  ecclesiastical  seed  was  cast  into 
the  earth,  which,  at  the  first,  seemed  to  bo 
indeed  the  smallest  and  least  promising  of 
all  seeds;  and  yet,  under  the  care  of  tba 
Great  Husbandman,  it  has  become  a  tree 
of  very  respectable  size,  under  whose  shade 
many  thousands  of  God's  children  repose. 
A  brief  sketch  of  this  society,  and  of  a 
proposed  union  with  the  United  Brethren, 
will  be  in  place  in  these  pages. 

Jacob  Albright,  the  founder  of  "the  so- 
called  Albrights,"  was  bom  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1759.  His  parents  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  he  was 
trained  up  in  the  religion  of  his  fatliers, 
which,  at  that  time,  was  atUI,  in  too  many 
places,  a  religion  of  the  churchy  and  not  of 
Christ.     In    his    thirty-second  year,  he  waa 
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awakened  to  a  full  sense  of  hia  sins,  and 
U)  the  ncveuity  of  a  change  <jf  heart.  So 
great  became  his  dtatrcsa  of  mind,  so  deep 
hia  oonrictioDs  of  guilt,  that  he  was  ready 
to  cry  out  in  despair,  "Ye  mountains,  fall 
on  me,  and,  ye  hilL,  cover  me!"  At  length 
he  says,  "I  fell  on  my  kncea,  tears  of 
bitter  sorrow  rolled  over  my  cheeks,  and 
a  long,  ardent,  and  inmost  prayer  ascended 
to  the  throne  of  grace,  for  mercy  and  the 
pardon  of  my  sins,  By  and  by,  all  anx- 
iety  and  anguish  of  soul  disappeared;  hap* 
pineas,  and  a  joyous  peace  in  Grod,  filled 
my  aoul,  God's  Spirit  bearing  witneas  with 
my  spirit  that  I  had  become  a  child  of 
God.  One  happy  sensation  followed  anoth- 
er, and  such  a  heavenly  joy  pervaded  my 
whole  being,  as  no  pen  can  describe,  and 
no  mortal  can  express.*' 

Soon  after  this  happy  event,  he  united 
"with  the  Methodist  church,  whose  spirit 
and  discipline  he  admired.  His  spirit  was 
soon  stirred  within  him,  by  what  he  re< 
garded  as  the  voice  of  God  calling  him  to 
"go  and  work  in  the  vineyard."  The  church 
to  which  he  belonged  authorized  him  to 
exhort;  but,  not  appreciating  his  talents 
and  call,  or  for   some    unexplained    reaaoD, 

2« 


370 


HISTORT   OF    THE 


did  not  encourage  him  to  enter  fully  upon 
the  work  of  the  ministry.  But  so  pressed 
was  he  in  spirit,  that,  notwithstanding  this 
discouragement,  and  his  limited  educational 
advantages,  he  surrendered  all  to  Christ, 
and  went  forth  preaching  the  Gospel  to  the 
German  people.  He  was  not^  naturally,  a 
graceful  speaker,  but  he  knew  the  way  of 
life  from  experience;  and,  being  honest,  zeal- 
ous, and  persevering,  and  enjoying  a  largo 
measure  of  the  Spirit,  be  preached  with  good 
effect.  Not  receiving  encouragement  from 
the  Methodists,  with  whom  ho  had  united, 
he  separated  himself  from  tUem,  and,  in  A. 
D.  1800,  about  four  years  after  he  began  to 
preach,  he  organized  three  societies  or  class- 
es, of  which  be  himself  took  the  oversight 

During  the  whole  period  of  Mr.  Albright's 
ministerial  life,  he  was  the  object  of  perse- 
cution. The  growth  of  the  societies  under 
hia  care,  was  extremely  slow.  At  the  end 
of  the  second  year,  the  whole  number  of 
members  had  reached  but  20j  in  1803,  tho 
number  arose  to  40.  He  had,  by  this  time, 
however,  obtained  two  helpers  in  the  minis- 
try; and,  in  yovember  of  this  year,  fourteen 
of  the  leading  laymen  of  the  societies  he 
had  organized,  met,  and  solemnly  ordained 
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iiim  lo  the  ministry.*  In  1801,  the  Associa- 
tion numbered  60  members,  and  another 
preacher  was  m!de<I,  In  ISO.'j,  five  y'\<irs 
after  the  organization  of  the  first  societies, 
the  whole  number  of  members  reached  75. 
This  year,  however,  a  very  successful  preach- 
er, George  Miller,  was  added  to  the  minis- 
terial force,  and  the  work  began  to  move 
more  rapidly.  The  first  conference  was  held 
in  1807.  It  was  composed  of  all  the  preach- 
ers, exhorters,  and  class-leaders,  in  the  so- 
ciety; in  all  28 — 8  preachers,  and  20  class- 
leaders  atid  exhorters.  This  conference  de- 
cided that  Mr.  Albright  should  draw  up  ar- 
ticles of  faith,  and  a  discipline,  for  the  Asso- 
ciation, in  conformity  with  the  Scriptures; 
but,  dying  six  months  thereafter,  he  did  not 
accomplish  the  work.  Tho  conference,  how- 
ever, elected  Mr.  Albright  superintendent  or 
bishop.  The  whole  membership  of  the  so- 
ciety, at  this  time,  was  220.  On  the  20th 
of  the  May  following  this  election,  the  good 
man  closed  his  labors  in  the  60th  year  of 
his  age. 

Up  to  the  period  of  Mr.  Albright's  death,  it 
was  still  a  question  in  bis  mind,  whether 
the  society  would  continue   to   h«    an  inde* 
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pendent  organization.  John  Driesbsch  saya: 
"About  three  months  before  his  demise,  *  • 
I  expressed  to  him  my  great  desire  that  he 
would  be  able  to  draw  up  the  projected  ar- 
ticles of  faith  and  discipline.  His  reply  was: 
*  Brother  John,  if  it  ia  Grod's  will  for  you  to 
be  and  remain  an  independent  organization, 
he  will  take  care  of  you  also  in  this  partic- 
ular; there  will  appear  men  among  you  who 
will  accomplish  what  I  am  unable  to  do."' 

At  the  second  conference,  held  in  1809,  G. 
Miller  was  instructed  to  publish  the  Articles 
of  Faith  and  Church  Discipline,  as  drawn 
up  by  himself;  and  this  conference  gave  the 
AsBOciatiott  the  name — "  Tke  So-calUd  AU 
irights,'^ — a  name  which  was  retained  by  the 
society  until  1816,  when  "Evangelical  Asso- 
ciation" was  substituted.  The  whole  mem- 
bership, in  1809,  had  reached  426.  Up  to 
-the  year  1813,  the  Association  had  worked 
liard,  suffered  much,  and  its  increase  had 
"been  very  slow.  At  this  period,  it  num- 
bered 15  itinerant  preachers,  and  about  800 
members. 

In     April,     1813,     Christian     Newcomer, 
whose  catholic    soul    would    have  bound  alll 
Christiana  together    by   the    cords    of    lovc^l 

*  Hb.  ot  Sv>s([c1ical  AaMciitioo,  p.  43. 
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visited  the  conference  of  the  then  "So-called 
Albrights,"  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  a 
union  of  the  two  churches.  The  subject 
was  freely  discuased  by  that  conference. 
Mr.  K".  laid  the  discipline  of  the  United 
Brcthrt^n  before  the  conference,  for  cxamin-, 
ation,  and  it  seemed  t*  meet  with  general 
and  cordial  approval;  and  tlicy  delivered 
to  him  a  written  communication  on  the 
subject  of  union,  to  bo  laid  before  the 
United  Brethren  conference,  which  was  soon 
to  meet  at  Christian  Herrcis,  in  Lancaster 
county,  Pa. 

The  conference  met  at  Brother  Herre's, 
and  the  subject  of  union  with  "the  Al- 
brights" was  discussed,  favorably  considered, 
and  a  committee  of  four  Brethren  were  ap- 
pointed to  meet  a  like  committee  appointed 
by  the  "Albrights,"  for  the  purpose  of  unit- 
ing, if  practicable,  the  two  societies.  This 
committee  consisteil  of  the  following  persona: 
— United  Brethren — Christian  Crum,  C.  Xew- 
oomer,  Jos.  Hoffman,  and  Jacob  Baulos:  AU 
brights — (Jeorge  Miller,  John  Walter,  John 
Driesbach,  and  Henry  Niebel.  The  commit- 
tee met  near  New  Berlin,  Pa.,  Xov.  Uth, 
1813,  and,  after  spending  several  days  in 
consultation,    tliey  separated,  failing  entirely 
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to  peach  any  satisfactory  conclusion.  Tho 
ided  of  a  uuiun,  huwovur,  was  not  abandoned, 
and  it  was  cbcrUhcd  with  uspccial  rogard  by 
Christian  Newcomer  and  John  DriesbAch. 
Heuco,  we  have,  in  Mr.  Xcwcomer's  journal, 
under  date  of  April  3d,  1815,  the  following 
note: — "This  morning,  my  poor  soul  ia 
drawn  out  in  prayer  to  God  for  sanctifying ' 
power.  Oh,  Lord!  impart  unto  my  soul  thy 
nature  and  thy  perfect  love.  I  rode  with 
Brother  Ilenrj'  Smith  to  Jacob  Klein felter's, 
— the  Albright  brethren  had  their  conference 
here.  About  14  or  15  preachers  had  aai^om• 
bled.  I  made  another  attempt  to  effect  a 
union  between  the  two  societies,  but  in 
vain." 

Two  years  later  still,  another  attempt  was 
made  at  union.  The  subject  had  boon  dis- 
cussed, at  length,  in  tho  first  general  confer- 
ence of  the  Evangelical  Association,  held  in 
October,  1816.  On  the  14th  of  February, 
1817,  twelve  ministers,  sis  belonging  to  each 
society,  met^  in  a  social  conference,  at  Henry 
Kumler's,  once  more  to  consider  the  question 
which  had  been  before  the  two  societies  iot 
four  years.  Tho  names  of  tho  ministers 
composing  this  conference  were : — Of  Jivcn- 
gtlical  Association — J.   Driesbach,    il.  2t'iebel, 
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3.  Miller,  John  Kleinfelt«r,  D.  Thomas,  and 
A.  Etdnger.  Of  the  United  Brefhreti—C, 
Newcomer,  J.  Hoffman,  Jacob  Baulus,  Abra- 
ham Mayer,  Christian  Borger,  and  Conrad 
Roth. 

This  conference  also  failed  to  effect  a 
union,  or  to  accomplish  any  thing  toward 
it  "Yet,"  aays  ^Ir.  Drieabach,  "we  pray- 
ed with  and  for  each  other,  preached  and 
eiliortcd  alternately,  bade  each  other  God- 
speed in  our  operations,  and  pledged  our- 
selves to  treat  one  another  as  Christians 
and  children  of  God."  "Many  mcmbcra 
of  both  churches,"  continues  Mr.  D.,  "were 
dbpleased  at  the  failure  to  effect  a  union, 
yet  I  believe  it  grieved  none  so  much  as 
it  did  Father  Xewcomcr  and  myself."  It  is 
hariily  necessary,  after  the  lapse  of  nearly 
half  a  century,  to  enter  into  a  discussion 
of  the  causes  which  prevented  a  union  so 
much  desired  by  some  of  the  best  men  in 
both  the  rising  churclies.  They  i-elated  to 
the  name  of  the  denomination  to  be  form- 
ed, the  rights  of  local  ministers,  the  ex- 
ample of  washing  feet,  the  itinerancy,  and, 
it  is  alleged,  without  sufficient  reason,  we 
think,  diverse  views  of  a  written  discipline." 

*  In  tb«  Uiatoiy  at  tLa  EfsogBUMl  AHoeiuioii,  p.  d3,  it  U  mU 
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CHAPTER  XVir. 

7,    KEUF,     JOHtf     HEBSHET,     1ILA.RTIN     BOEHM', 
AND      GEORGE     A.     OVETHINQ — THEIR     LAilT 

TESTIUONY. 

We  must  now  go  back  a  little,  and  wit- 
ness the  departure,  from  the  field  of  toil, 
of  some  of  the  most  venerated  fathers  of 
the  church.  Between  1811  and  1814,  tho 
angel  of  death  was  busy  among  them. 

"Brother  P.  Kemp  died  at  his  residence, 
near  Frederick  town,  Marjiand,  Fcbniary 
26tb,  1811.  He  had  been  an  early  and  ef- 
ficient supporter  of  the  rising  ehureh.  His 
bouse,  for  many  years,  had  been  the  preach- 
ers home,  and  continued  to  be  so  long 
after  his  decease.  Some  time  in  the  night, 
he  was  asked  by  a  brother,  whether  the 
love  of  Christ  was  present  with  him?  Ho 
atiswered,  'O  yes!  bless  the  Lord,  I  shall 
soon  be  with  him."  He  began  to  sink 
slowly  till,  in  the  morning,  between  five 
and  six  o'clock,  he  expired  in  the  arms  of 


^378 


HISTORY    OF    TH£ 


Jesus,  while  the  family  and  friends  were 
engaged  in  prayer  around  his  dying  bed. 
Brother  G.  A.  Guething  preached  the  fu- 
neral discourse  from  Psalras  viii.:  6. 

"Eight  days  had  scarcely  passed  from 
the  departure  of  Brother  Kemp,  when  the 
church  was  called  upon  to  part  with  an- 
other of  her  beloved  sons  in  the  Gospel. 
Brother  John  Hershey  departed  this  life  at 
his  home,  near  Hagerstown,  Maryland, 
March  4th,  1811.  Like  Brother  Kemp, 
Brother  Hershey  was  long  a  loving  and 
tried  friend  in  the  cause  of  that  religion 
■which  he  honored  and  arlomed  by  his  pious 
and  upright  manner  of  living  in  this  world, 
as  one  who  knew  that,  when  this  earthly 
house  should  bo  dissolved,  he  had  a  build- 
ing of  God,  a  house  not  made  with  hands, 
eternal  in  the  heavens.  Brother  Hershey 
was  a  co-worker  with  Newcomer,  Guething, 
and  Otterbein.  In  him,  the  church  lost  a 
dear  friend;  but  it  has  been,  and  is  still, 
a  consolation  to  know  that  his  descendcnts 
have  flourished  in  righteousness  like  the 
palm-tree,  have  stood  by  the  Church  in  her 
trials,  and  have  answered  a  father's  prayer 
and  legacy,  bequeathed  with  his  dying 
breath. 
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•■  'TIm  Cbnteb  hu  irgpl 

Ib  udiMaa  o'er  tba  laaa, 
—  -  Id  Ctirtit  ih«j  alflip, 

Whu   bora   on  mRIi   bi«  crots. 
And  from  tba  gnt«  their  duat  thtll  rlw, 
la  Ckrut'*  own  iuMg*,  ta  Um  akiMl' 

"Brother  Martin  Boehm  fell  asleep  in  Je- 
sus, March.  23tl,  1812.  Hia  days  of  illness 
were  but  few.  For  a  person  of  his  age, 
he  had  enjoyed  remarkably  good  health. 
TTe  was  active,  and  able  to  ride  a  short 
distince,  until  within  a  few  davs  of  his  dis- 
solution.  Bui  death  came,  and  it  found 
Mm  ready.  Its  icy  hand  diminished  the 
vital  flame  gradually,  and  without  much 
pain.  No  one  thought  him  near  dyi  ng 
when  the  hour  of  his  departure  came.  He 
asked  to  be  raised  up  in  his  bod,  and  said 
he  wished  to  sing  and  pray  once  more  be- 
fore he  left.  His  request  was  granted,  and 
he  sang  and  prayed  in  a  clear  and  dis- 
tinct voice!  This  done,  he  asked  to  be  laid 
back  upon  his  pillow.  This  wia  done,  and 
behold  he  was  no  more  on  earth. 

"His  remains  rest  with  others  in  the 
cemetery,  near  his  meeting-house,  which 
overlooks  the  old  homestead, — a  fit  resting- 
place  for  such  a  saint"* 

■  Spijth.  pp.  138,  139. 
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KEY.    MARTIN     BOKDM, 

I>if4,   AfareA  93i,   1819, 

i.gei  M  rMkn.  3  montlii.  mni  II  Of*. 

u  ntAfanui  tbi  noatu 

In  justice  to  his  memory,  to  the  chnrch 
in  whose  origin  he  was  so  intimately  con- 
cerned, and  to  the  tnith  of  history,  we  most 
pause  at  the  grave  of  this  venerable  patri- 
arch, to  review  an  account  of  William  Ot- 
terbein  and  Martin  Boehm,  which  first  ap- 
peared in  the  Methodist  Magazine,  volume 
6,  pages  210  to  249.  This  sketch  purporta 
to  have  been  fiirnished  to  bishop  Asbury,  a 
short  time  previous  to  his  death,  by  his 
friend,  F.  Hollingsworth,  the  transcriber  of 
the  bishop's  journal:  it  has  also  been  em- 
bodied in  the  History  of  the  Methodist  Epia- 
copal  Church  by  Dr.  Bangs,  and  may  be 
found  in  volume  2,  pages  365  to  376.  Here 
is  the  matter  referred  to: — 

"Martin  Boehm,  of  whom  we  desire  to 
speak,  as  a  professor  of  religion  and  minister 
of  Christ,  the  labors  and  experience  of  his 
lifte  may  be  pretty  justly  estimated  by  what 
we  learn  from  himself,  communicated  in  nn- 
awers    to   certain    questions   propounded   to 
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him  bj  his  sod  Jacob,  which  we  here  tran- 
scribe: 

" '  Ques.  Father,  whea  were  yoa  put  into 
the  ministry? 

"  'Am.  My  ministerial  labors  began  about 
the  year  1756.  Three  years  afterward,  by 
nomination  to  the  Iot>  I  received  full  pas- 
toral orders. 

"  '  Quea.  What  was  your  religious  experi- 
ence during  that  time? 

"  *Ans.  I  was  siocere  and  strict  in  the  re* 
ligious  duties  of  prayer  in  my  family,  in  the 
coogregatiou,  and  iu  the  closet.  1  lived  and 
preached  according  to  tlie  light  I  had, — I 
was  a  servant,  and  not  a  aonj  nor  did  I 
know  any  one,  at  that  time,  who  could  claim 
the  birth-right  by  adoption,  but  Nancy 
Keagy,  my  mother's  sister;  she  was  a  woman 
of  great  piety  and  singular  devotion  to  God. 

"'Qu«.  By  what  means  did  you  discover 
the  nature  and  necessity  of  a  real  change 
of  heart? 

*'  'Ans.    By  deep  meditation  upon  the  doc- 
trine which  I  myself  preached,  of  the  fall  of 
man,  his  sinful  estate,  and    utter    helpless-' 
ncss;     I    discovered    and    felt   the  want    of 
Christ  within,  &c.,  &c. 

"  <Qu«9.    Were  your  labors  owned  of  the 
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L'jrd  in    the    au'akciiing  and  conversion  of 
souls? 

Alts.  Yes;  many  were  brought  to  tlio 
Itnowledge  of  the  truth.  But  it  was  a 
strange  work;  and  some  of  the  Mcnnonist 
meeting-houses  were  closed  against  mo. 
Xevertheless  I  was  received  in  other  places. 
J  now  preached  the  Gospel  spiritually  and 
powerfully.  Some  years  aftorward,  I  was 
exKioinmunicated  from  the  Mennonist  church, 
on  a  charge  truly  enough  advanced,  of 
holding  fellowship  with  other  societies  of  a 
different  language.  I  had  incited  the  Meth- 
odists to  my  bouse,  and  they  soon  formed 
the  society  in  my  neighhorhood,  which  ex- 
ists to  this  day.  My  beloved  wife  Eve, 
my  children,  and  my  cousin  Koagy'a  fam- 
ily, wore  among  the  first  of  its  members. 
For  myself,  I  felt  my  heart  more  greatly 
enlarged  toward  all  religious  persons,  and 
to  all  denominations  of  Christians.  UpM-ard 
of  thirty  years  ago,  I  became  acquainted 
with  my  greatly  beloved  Brother  William 
Otterbein,  and  several  otiier  ministers,  who, 
about  this  time,  hod  been  ejected  from 
their  churches,  as  I  had  been  ^m  mine, 
because  of  their  zeal,  which  was  Kwjked  up- 
ea  fts  an  irregularity.    We  held  many  large 
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meetings  in  Pcunsylvauia,  Maryland,  and 
New  Virgioia,  which  geoerally  lusted  throe 
daja.  At  tLcfie  meetings,  hundreds  were 
made  the  subjects  of  penitence  and  pardon. 
Being  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  order 
and  discipline  in  the  church  of  GKmI,  and 
having  no  wish  to  be  at  tlie  head  of  a 
separate  iKidy,  I  advised  serious  persons  to 
join  the  Methodists,  whose  doctrine,  discip* 
line,  and  zeal,  suited,  as  I  thought,  an  un- 
learned, sincere,  and  simple-hearted  people. 
Several  of  the  ministers  with  whom  I  la- 
borod,  continued  lo  moot  ia  a  conference 
of  the  German  United  Brethren;  but  wo 
felt  the  difficulties  arising  Irom  the  want  of 
that  which  the  Methodists  possessed.  Ago 
having  overtaken  me,  with  some  of  its  ae- 
oompanying  infirmities,  I  could  not  travel 
as  I  had  formerly  done,  in  1^)2,  I  en- 
rolled my  name  on  a  Methodist  class-book, 
and  I  have  fonnd  great  comfort  in  meeting 
with  my  brethren.  I  can  truly  say  my 
last  days  are  my  best  days.  My  beloved 
Eve  ia  traveling  with  me  the  same  road 
Zionward;  my  children,  and  moat  of  my 
grandchildren,  are  made  the  partakers  of 
the  same  grace.  I  am,  this  12th  of  April, 
1611,  in  my  6igbty*sixth  year.    Through  the 
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boundless  goodness  of  God,  I  am  still  able 
to  visit  the  sick,  and  occasionally  to  preach 
in  the  neighborhood:  to  his  name  be  all 
the  glory,  in  Christ  Jesus.* 

"To  this,  bishop  Asbury  adds,  as  a  trib- 
ute of  respect: — 

"  'Honest  and  uususpcling,  he  had  not  a 
strange  face  fur  strange  people.  He  did 
not  make  the  Gospel  a  charge  to  any  one; 
his  reward  was  souls  and  glory.  His  con- 
vorsation  was  in  heaven.  FUln  in  dress 
and  manners,  when  age  bad  stamped  its 
impress  of  rerorence  upon  him,  he  filled 
the  mind  with  the  noble  idea  of  a  patri- 
arch.' 

"The  first  remark  we  make  on  the  fore- 
going," says  Mr.  Spayth,  "is,  that,  as  Fa- 
ther Boehm  spoke  but  little  English  at 
best^  the  foregoing  questions  and  answers 
were  neither  ivritten  nor  spoken  by  him 
in  English.  It  is  true  that  he  went  to  Vir- 
ginia in  1761,  hut  not  as  Jacob  would  have 
it  understood,  before  be  had  experienced 
a  change  of  hearty  InU  after  ikat  event.  As 
to  the  statement  we  have  given  of  the 
cause  of  his  going  to  Virginia,  we  are  safe 
to  vouch  for  its  corroctuess,  for  we  had  it 
Jrom    his   own    lips.     For  some  reason,  opj 
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by  some  means,  the  statement  given  by  Jacob, 
nuj  be  warped  in  (ho  English  version. 

"The  second  exception  we  take,  is,  to  the 
idea  conveyed  in  the  statement^  that  his 
name  was  enrolled  on  a  Mothodist  class-book, 
in  1802.  That  his  name  was  placed  on  the 
elasft-book  referred  to,  is  true,  but  the  cir- 
e^instanccs  were  as  follows : — A  meeting- 
house  had  been  built  on  his  land,  principally 
by  his  aid,  and  that  of  his  German  breth 
ren.  Big  meetings  had  been  held  at  that 
place,  at  an  early  period  of  our  history. 
We  will  take  notice  of  one  of  those  meet 
ings,  at  Boehm'a  meeting-house,  under  date 
of  October  17th,  1801.  A  sacramental  meet* 
ing  was  appointed  at  this  place:  a  great 
many  people  attended.  Xewcomer  spoko 
first  The  grace  of  God  was  powerftdly  pres- 
ent Some  were  crying  for  mercy,  and  oth- 
ers praised  God  with  a  loud  voice.  At  the 
evening  meeting,  the  Lord  displayed  his 
power  in  a  wonderful  manner.  Old  and 
young  were  filled  with  joy:  never,  perhaps, 
was  a  whole  congregation  so  happy.  Sab- 
bath morning  was  a  happy  and  blessed  time 
in  love-feast.  Brother  J).  Strickler  spoke 
first;  Neiding  and  Xewcomer  also  addressed 
the  audience.  At  candle-light,  the  house  was 
S5 
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very  full.  In  a  short  time,  all  were  again 
quickened,  and  gave  glory  to  God,  for  hope 
of  immortality,  and  a  foretaste  of  celestial 
joy. 

"  At  this  meetiDg-house,  the  Methodists 
had  formed  a  class,  previous  to  the  year 
1802,  uader  a  liberal  construutioa  of  -Uieir 
rule»,  aud,  hence,  with  the  &ee  assent  oik 
Brother  Coehm.  But  this  liberality  was, 
some  time  after,  withdrawn,  and  the  re- 
strictive rule,  relating  tu  class-meet)  nga  and 
love-feasittf,  was  insisted  on,  and  even  the 
reucrablc  Buehm  was  not  excepted.  Here 
was  a  dilomina.  To  admit  Brother  Bochm, 
the  preachers  said,  was  in  violation  of  an 
express  disciplinary  rule;  and  to  deny  him 
the  privilege  in  his  own  meeting-house,  was 
hard,  but  the  law  is  imperative  and  bind- 
ing.  Xow  comes  the  gist  of  the  matter. 
Brother  Buehm  was  entreated,  /or,  /vnn's 
sa&e-,  at  least,  tu  allow  his  name  to  go  on 
the  class-book,  nominally,  as  a  private  mem- 
ber, and  all  would  be  right.  To  this,  for 
peace's  sake,  he  consented,  and  nothing 
more. 

"How  far  the  law  of  kindness,  of  Chris- 
tian friendship  and  hospitality,  and  of  pure 
lovej  had    to   stand  aside   in  this  case,  wa 
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loovo  to  every  .one. to  say.  As  it  was,  it 
did  not  givo  ,  the  Brethren  a  moment's  con- 
cern: nur  would  we  hero  have  taken  anjj^ 
notice  of  it  at  alU  bad  not  the  Methodist' 
historian  made  it  a  subject  of  record.  In 
coiLoluston  on  this  topic,  we  remark,  that 
Brother  Boehm's .  relation  to  the  Brethren, , 
"^^Jiuroh,  was  unbroken,  from  first  to  last, 
r  as  has  already  been  seen.  This  our  annual 
conference  proceeding  sufficiently  show. 
Thus,  in  1800,  in  connection  with  Otter- 
bcin,  he  was  elected  bishop.  He  was  pre- 
vented, by  sickness,  from  attending  the 
conference  of  1801;  attended  conference  in 
Maryland,  in  1802;  was  re-elected  bishop 
in  180G,,  and  attende<l  the  conference  in 
1809,  which  was  the  last  this  devoted  serv- 
ant of  the  Lord  enjoyetl  with  his  brethren-' 
in  the  church  on  earth.  From  this  time 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  great  age,  with 
its  accompanying  infirmities,  prevented  hii 
from  attending  an  annual  conference."* 

At  the  conference  of  1812,  George  Adam 
Guething  appeared  in  reasonable  liealth,  and 
in  remarkably  good  spirits.  He  took  a  very 
active  part  in  the  bualness  of  the  confer- 
ence, and  signed,  if  he  did  not  pen,  the  ex- 


\ 


■  8[«ylb,  pp.  106— lU, 
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cellent  iraferDal  letter  to  the  Philadelphia 
conference,  which  we  have  seen  in  a  pre- 
vious chapter. 

Shortly  after  the  conference,  which  had 
convened  in  his  neighborhood,  closed,  ac- 
companied by  his  wifo,  he  went  to  Balti- 
more, to  spend  a  week  with  his  dearly-be- 
loved Brother  William  Otterboin,  whose  in-# 
firmities  confined  him  to  the  city.  After 
reaching  the  city,  ho  became  somewhat  in- 
disposed. This  induced  him  to  shorten  his 
visit  "Leaving  the  city  for  home,  he  put 
up  at  Mr.  Snyder's,  about  thirtj'  miles  dis- 
tant. Here  hia  indisposition  increased  dur- 
ing the  night.  Early  in  the  morning,  ho 
enjoyed  a  little  rest,  conversed  with  his 
companion  and  Mrs.  Snyder  about  the 
Christian's  hope,  and  the  prospects  of  a 
glorious  immortality.  He  became  silent,  and 
then  said,  'I  feel  as  though  my  end  had 
come.  Hark!  bark! — who  spoke?  Whoso 
voice  is  this  I  hear?  Light!  light!  what 
goMen  light!  Tfow  all  is  dark  again! 
Please  help  mo  out  of  this  bed.'  They  did 
flo.     'Now  let  us  sing— 

Eorani'  du   Uo([  ntlan^  Stundc, 

Komm'  du  I^boTmeciil  Ton  ubeo  ; 
O   vi«   mU   atfiin   frelier  UiiDdo, 

Jam  dotn«  Tna*  l«bai* 
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Wkod   mieb   dcioa   LiebMiuMbt, 
Oil   lu  di«ii«a  frai   genuekl.* 


TBA9IILATI05. 

Come,  ihou  long  •xpMted  momtnt. 

Come,    Uian   Spiiil  from  ou    high. 
Til   tby   coll.    u^    lord  Add    UhMT) 

fioir  ahftll  I   BZptMi   (n;  joy, 
^  Wb*ii   thf   (TV  'I'd    powar   of  lort. 

Bid*  cue  hw  K>  dimM  iboraf 

*'  He  now  sank  on  his  knees,  leaning 
a^inat  the  bed,  and  prayed  fervently,  giv- 
ing thanks  to  God  for  his  abundant  mercy 
toward  him,  his  unprofitable  servant.  A 
prayer,  this  was,  offered  up  at  the  very 
gate  of  heaven,  and  in  it,  mark  you,  there  was 
no  doubt,  no  fear,  no  desire  for  a  longer 
stay  on  earth;  but  God  the  Father  waa 
oonfidently  asked,  for  the  sake  of  Christ 
Jesus,  our  Savior,  to  look  upon  him,  to 
hear  and  accept  this  his  petition,  to  receive 
his  poor  servant,  and  to  take  him  to  him- 
self, for  the  sake  of  the  great  love  where- 
with he  had  loved  him,  and  delivered  him 
from  all  evil. 

"Ho  was  helped  into  bed  again,  and,  in 
about  fifteen  minutes,  while  his  hands  were 
calmly  folded,  bis  ransomed  spirit  fled."* 

•  Sptyth,  pf>.  199-131. 
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"In  condcM^Ki it'll'  Intc,  thr  cnawjui*  pravw  BoliDard, 
AnH  bnil«  Hit  'inltJciilj  vtnnrt  to  !hv  domplste  ivwifd  : 
KMuiy  iv  Uiiijf  Uiuc  pciHW.  Uij'  twaoicuu*  (wl  irvn:  obcnt. 
Vrliiiu  Mercy  f igned  fliy  soul's  relpfc«c.  nnd  csHpht  ihrr  up  to  GoJ. 

"Ri^wnicil  rrom  tniO>  and  piiin.  ohi  whon  iball  wnMOMid. 
And  all  in  Joius*  pmcncv  rci|fu,  wtil>  aiir  traiii'UUid  frioml  f 
Ontn«.  Lord,  and  qiiidcly  cuttw  ;  and,  wlicn  in  lliw  ctimpltie. 
R*c^iv»  tij-  lotigiiiK  •ervmt*  humc,  to  uiuniph  M  thy  firct," 

REV.    GKORQE  ADAM    (UrETHINQ 

■WKD  un  i^aowi  AUD  mt  uric, 

Junt   SMA.    IH13. 

A)^    71    fetn,  4   monih*.   and  83   dtft. 

BK    IIPBVT     rotift    TIaU    IX    Tl» 


A  venerable  Methodist  minister,  Uenry 
Smith,  now  in  his  92d  year,  in  a  letter  be- 
fore us,  eoiiceniing  the  early  United  Breth- 
ren ministers,  jiays  the  following  tribute  to 
Guething; — •'!  wa«  acquaintvJ  with  Rev. 
O.  A.  Guething,  and  my  dear  father  h>\'ed 
him  above  all  men,  for  it  was  under  his 
preaching,  at  one  of  their  (the  United  Breth- 
ren) great  meetings  on  Antietam,  that  he 
gave  his  heart  to  God:  and  dear  Xewcomer 
used  to  say  to  me,  'Your  father  was  converted 
in  my  aruu.'  He  was  a  gifted,  eloquent^  and 
powerful  speaker.  His  voice  waa  fine  and 
sweet,  and  hia  preaching  found  way  to  ihe 
heart  as  well  as  the  ear." 
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CHAPTER  XYIII. 


CLOSE  OF  MR.   OTTERBEHf  S  LIFE. 

Mr.  Ottorboin  did  not  long  survive  his 
renerable  find  beloved  co-Iaboi-ers,  Boehm 
and  Giiething.  The  year  1813  is  marked 
with  tlie  closing  period  of  his  life.  "His 
day  had  been  long  and  toilsome;  but  the 
evening  came,  and  with  it  calmness  and 
undisturbed  tranqiullty."  "I  gave  an  even- 
ing," says  bishop  Asburj',  [the  22d  of 
April,  1813}  "to  the  great  Otterbein.  I 
found  him  placid  and  happy  in  God.*'  The 
clonds  had  all  departed,  the  sea  was  smooth, 
and  not  a  ripple  disturbed  the  passage  of 
bis  bark  through  the  "Golden  Gate,"  into 
the  heavenly  port. 

On  the  let  of  October,  a  little  more 
than  a  month  previous  to  his  departure,  he 
wa-s  vi.'iited  by  Christian  Newcomer,  who 
makes  this  note  of  the  visit  in  his  journal: 
— "Old  Father  Otterbein  is  weak  and  fo^ 
bio  in   body,  but    strong    and    vigorous    la 
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spirit,  and  ftill  of  hope  of  a  blissful  im* 
mortality  and  eternal  life."  Mr.  Newcomer 
adds: — "He  was  greatly  rejoiced  at  our  ar- 
rival;  informed  me  that  he  ha^l  received  a 
letter  from  the  Brethren  in  the  west,  where- 
in he  was  requested  to  ordain  me,  by  the 
laying  on  of  hands,  to  the  office  of  elder 
and  preacher  of  the  Gospel,  before  his  de- 
parture, adding,  'I  have  always  considered 
myself  too  unworthy  to  perform  this  solemn 
injunction  of  the  apostle,  but  now  I  per- 
Cfflve  the  necessity  of  doing  so  before  I 
shall  be  removed.' " 

After  some  further  inquiry,  it  was  de- 
cided that  Christian  Newcomer  and  Joseph 
UofTnian,  who  had  visited  the  citv  in  com- 
pany  with  Newcomer,  and  Frederick  Schaf* 
fer,  one  of  the  earliest  fruits  of  Mr.  Otter- 
ttein's  labors  in  Lancaster,  who  wiis 
then  assieting  him  in  the  city,  should  be 
ordained;  and  the  fi^llowing  day  was  set.  for 
Uie   performance  of  the  solemn  ceremony. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  October, 
the  Vestry  of  the  church,  a  number  of 
the  brethren,  and  Rev,  William  Ryland,  an 
elder  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  chtirch,  to- 
gether with  the  eandidatea  for  ordination, 
assembled   at  the   parsonage.     Mr.  Otterbcin 
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woB  lifted  from  his  bed  and  placed  upon 
aa  eaay  chair;  and  it  appeanxl  that  he 
had  received  an  unction  from  the  Holy 
One  for  the  performance  of  this  laat  public 
duty  of  his  miniatr)'. 

He  first  spoke  to  the  candidates  for  or 
dination,  in  a  very  spiritual  and  impressive 
manner,  then  fervently  addressed  a  throne 
of  grace  for  a  blessing  upon  them;  after 
which,  being  assisted  to  his  feet,  he  laid 
hia  hands  upon  them,  in  connection  witii 
Mr.  Hyland,  solemnly  repeating  the  ordina- 
tion service.  Certificates  of  ordination  were 
then  -written  in  English  and  in  German, 
which  he  signed  and  delivered  to  the  breth- 
ren ordained. 

AVe  insert  a   copy  of  one  of  these  certifi- 
cates:— 


Kaoir,  «ll  meo  irliom  it  mtj  ooacera,  tbat  Juepb 
Eoffman  ia,  tbis  2d  da;  ot  October,  18t3,  id  pr««- 
coca  of  tb*  lubBoribcra^  loaders  of  the  CongragatioD 
in  BaltitBon,  bj  the  R«r.  WUhelm  Olterbeia,  io  coi- 
junction,  sod  with  aAaidtance  of  William  Bjtand, 
Bidet  9!  tbe  Methodist  Society  in  Bal^moni,  bj  tlio 
laying    on    of    haods,   dal}r    and   aolemoly  ordainad. 


■'8&4  nrsTORT  of  the 

W«   ll«sir«  and   pr&y  th&t  hit   labor*  in  lh«  vioa] 
of  tb9  Lord    loajT  prove  a  Iflcuing  to  duid;  soob. 
Qivta  this  2d  do.;  of  October,  1813. 

(vityEss.)  JoBK  HttDT,  8«ttretatj. 

William  Backer        ]  beal  I 

BaLTZBB  SOHABrrEH      j  IfEAt,  I 

A  2Vw  a^. 


GOTTFltlED  UVUVAVT     \  HKAI.  \ 

"Jacob  Shits  |  bxal  t- 


WlLLIAH  OTTESBEIR. 

On  the  following  day,  Brothers  New- 
comer and  Hoffman  took  their  departure. 
Otterbein  exhorted  them  to  faithfulness,  told 
them  that  God  would  be  with  them,  and 
carry  forward  the  good  work  through  their 
instrumentality.  His  laat  worda  to  them 
were: — "Farewell.  If  any  inquire  after  me, 
telJ  them  I  die  in  th«  faith  I  have  preach- 
ed." He  had  suffered  for  some  time,  from 
an  asthmatic  affection,  and,  as  his  end  drew 
near,  it  became  more  distressing.  The 
ftiends  who  gathered  about  his  bed,  on  the 
17th  of  November,  1813,  saw  that  the  time 
of  his  departure  had  come.    The  Bev.  Dr. 
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Kurtz,  an  evangelical  Lutheran  minister, 
who  Lad  long  been  his  warm  friend  and 
co-laborer,  offered  up,  at  his  bedside,  the 
last  vocal  prayer.  At  its  close,  Otterbein 
responded  in  these  worda: — "Amen,  amen! 
It  is  finished." 

He  now  appeared  to  sink  away,  and  the 
friends  who  gazed  upon  the  solemn  spec- 
tacle of  a  dying  father  and  prinee  in  Israel, 
wore  pierced  with  grief  Kallying  once 
more,   ho  said,   slowly  and  distinctly: — 

"Jesus,  Jesus, — I  die,  but  thou  livest, 
and  soon  I  shall  live  with  thee."  Then, 
addressing  his  friends,  he  continued,  *'The 
conflict  13  over  and  past.  I  begin  to  feel 
an  unspeakable   fullness    of    love    and  peace 

■divine.     Lay  my  head   upon  my  pillow,  and 

'be  still.'* 

For  a  few    moments,    stillness    reigned    in 

rthe  chamber  of  death, — no,  not  of  Heath; 
rather  let  it  be  called  the  portal  of  life. 
"See!"  whispered  one,  "how  sweet,  how  e«sy 
he  breathes."  The  chariot  of  Israel  had 
come,   with    its   celestial   coursers,   and    was 

Graiting  at  the  gate,     A  amile,  a  IVesh  glow, 

•^Kt    up    his   countenance,  and    behold   it  was 

*aeath. 

"He  Uaght  lU  kov  l«  tir*.  tod,  oht  loo   lii|4i  ' 

X  prim  of  ko«wl«ilg«,  Uug^ht  ui  bow  W  Hit." 
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Hia  funeral  solemnities  were  imgeiY  aV 
tonded.  MiniaUra  and  membere  of  the  various 
evangelical  churches  in  the  city  crowded  in- 
to the  spacious  edifice,  which  had  so  often 
resounded  with  his  earDCSt  voice,  and  paid 
an  unfeigned  respect  to  his  memory.  The 
funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  Dr.  Kurtz, 
who  was  with  him  in  hia  last  momenta,  from 
Matthew  xjc.:  8 — "Gall  the  laborers  and  give 
them  their  hire;" — a  fitting  theme  to  dwell 
upon,  around  tJie  coffin  of  one  who  had  boon 
a  laborer  from  the  early  morn  of  life  till  ita 
setting  sun.* 

Four  months  after  Mr.  Otterbein's  death, 
the  Baltimore  annual  conference  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church  convened  in  Balti* 
more.  On  the  last  day  of  the  conference, 
"bishop  Aabury,  who    was    then    venerable  in 

•  Ooe  tiraanttAiiu  MnnMled  with  OUcrbMn't  dMlh  uiy  not  b« 
tinvonbv  uf  nutior  b«ro.  Brutiivr  A.  Brunvr,  ons  of  0lt«Tb«iD's 
vutncRl  friamdi,  rMJiloil  oul  of  Che  city.  Bviugieul  far.  mt  Mr.  0'» 
nqiiMt.  be  urm;  but.  haviug  prwiilng  bii«ii*«  In  Ifaw  Tork,  it 
vu  tliousbt.  by  lh«  plijBicikD,  thu  Mr.  O-  «ould  lire  udUI  bia  r^ 
turn.  Whilt!  Ur.  B.  vas  in  Nvw  Tork;  li«  Jicaiiii^  Ibat  b«  «av 
]lr,  0U«rlKin  flv  up  thn>ii|[li  ttm  air,  Imvin^  Mtta  li^hta  in  bia 
band*,  oil  trbicb  b«  avoke.  and   itiiitieiliauily  )ouk«d  at  bin  valeb. 

O"  bio    niant    (a     DLUimorc.    be    asccilBi iird     thai    Mr.  O.  lud  died 

prcdielfal  tbe  lime  liv  bad  bad  bii  MiiKular  drpam.  Hr  aniTrd 
jnat  in  tisDC  lo  mcft  tb*  prow—Ion  at  tbn  eravir.  TIm  amiabln  and 
bamblc  Broser,  vbo  wa*  binAoir  a  li^bt,  wbll«  on  vanb,  ha*  gooa 
bonM.  Ho  died  a  prwcful  and  bappy  d*aib,  and  ha*,  loitf  ttnoti 
«St*nd  inlu  TMl — Spaj/th. 
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years,  and  rapidly  approftching  the  close  of 
his  life,  preached,  ia  Otterbein's  church,  a 
sermon  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Otterbein.  This 
was  done  as  a  mark  of  respect  for  the  mem- 
ory of  the  sainted  leader  in  Israel,  and  as  a 
token  of  friendship  and  love  to  the  United 
Brethren.  United  Brethren,  Methodists,  Lu- 
therans, Presbyterians,  and  Episcopalians, 
thronged  the  house.  The  most  eminent  min- 
isters of  the  M.  E.  church  were  present. 
Bishops  Asbury  and  McKendree  occupied 
the  pulpit.  The  sermon  was  one  befitting 
the  occasion,  and  was  spoken  of,  throughout 
the  city,  in  terms  of  high  praise. 

Referring  to  the  occasion  in  his  journal, 
Mr.  Asbury  says: — "By  request,  I  discoursed 
an  the  character  of  the  angel  of  the  Church 
of  Philadelphia,  in  allusion  to  William  Ot- 
terbein— the  holy,  the  great  Otterbein — 
whose  funeral  discourse  it  was  intended  to 
be.  Solemnity  marked  the  silent  meeting  in 
the  German  church,  where  wore  assembled 
the  members  of  our  conference,  and  many  of 
the  clergy  of  the  city.  Forty  years  have 
I  known  the  retiring  modesty  of  this 
man  of  God,  towering  majestic  above 
his  fellows,  ia  learning,  wisdom,  and   grace, 
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yet   seeking   to   he  known  only  to  God,  and 
tlio  people  of  God." 

"Mr.  Otterbein's  remains  vrcre  deposited 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  church-yard 
on  Howard's  hill.  On  entering  the  gate  im- 
mediately in  front  of  the  church  from  Con- 
way-street,  the  passage  to  the  church  leads 
throjugh  a  amall  yard,  called  Otterbein 
graveyard.  There  the  sainted  Father  of 
blessed  memory  sleeps  alone,  there  being  no 
other  grave  in  that  apartment.  The  grave 
is  adorned  with  tw^o  plain  marble  slabs, 
the  upper  one  resting  on  four  pillars  of 
marble,  with  the  iollowiug  inscription: — 


ItlEK  Bt'UEK  DIB  OEBEIKE 

WILLIAU    OTTEKBBIN. 

Ocbofann  4.  Juni  ITS6 : 

Omerbrn  17.   Neormber.  1613, 

Sicna  JUnu  ^7  V^uu.  6  Uo- 

jfUK,  13  Tjiihc. 

•'S»li|t  «md  dio  Todl*n,  di»  Id 

dro  Qcnn  tUibcu  ;  n«  iuLmi  toi 

bitiT  Arbeit  und  ihre  Werko  fol- 

gen  ibnen  nitob.'' 


UERIS  BEST  THE  tlKUAINS 

or 

WILLIAU  OTTERBEIN. 

IJ«  vat  Gam  JutiB  4.  ITSG  : 

Dfartni  tiiM  Lif'  Ktv.  17.  IMS, 

Aou>  &1  Yuu,  S  Uonm,  aho 
13  Dxn. 
"  BlcMMxl  an  th*  doid  Ihst 
die  ia  iho  Lord,  fw  Uipy  rmi 
fraiD  Lbuii  lolioni.Add  thaii  irnrk* 
do  follow  ifaem." 


It  has    been    truly  said  that  "Mr.  Otter- 
bein was   no  i>artisan."     A  man  of  a  more, 
catholic  spirit   never    lived.      From    first   toj 
last,  nothing  was  further  from  his  purpose, 
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than  to  use  his  talents  or  his  influence  to 
occtisiun  schism  in  any  church,  or  to  put 
biiuself  forward  m  a  leader;  and  although, 
under  his  guidance,  and  by  his  prudential 
measures,  the  work  of  refoi-m  and  of  re- 
vival advancwl  steadily  onward,  and  acquired 
strength  and  stability  constantly,  yet  "he 
would   not  be  called  chief." 

"His  character  was  pure.  He  was  grave 
and  serious,  as  became  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel.  No  light  conversation,  nor  too  free 
allusion  to  the  divine  Master  or  his  attri- 
butes, evQv  escaped  his  lii>s."  The  supreme 
God, — infinite  and  eternal, — was  with  him, 
in  word  and  thought,  the  profoundest  object 
of  reverence  and  subject  of  thought.  Hia 
mind  seemed  filled  with  God,  and  vm  con- 
stantly exorcised  with  the  most  reverential 
emotions. 

In   social   intercourse,    ho  was  easy  •>(  ao- 

'cess,  especially  to  the  seeker  of  religion;  yet 

no  one  oould  approach  him  but  »itli  respect, 

or  converse  with    him.  without  feeling   the 

^presence  of  a   superior  intellect  and   heart. 

Tl^nk  and  simple  in  his  manners,  he  always 

lo  eonvei*sation  interostiug,  agreeable,  and 

instructive. 

As  a  Christian,   Mr.  Otterbein    was   emi- 
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nently  evangelical  and  practical.  His  faith 
wavered  not,  and  his  love  never  failed.  Hia 
meekness  forsook  him  not  through  evil  re- 
port and  good  report.  Persecuted  through 
the  most  of  hia  ministerial  life,  ho  endured 
it  without  a  murmur  or  complaint.  When 
denounced,  by  bitter,  unconverted  ministers, 
AS  an  "enthusiast,"  a  "false  prophet,"  and  & 
"fanatic,"  he  could  never  find  it  in  his  heart 
to  reply  with  severity;  but  he  could,  and 
often  did,  weep  over  their  blindness  and  the 
blindness  of  their  churches,  quoting  the  Sav- 
ior's language — ''Oh!  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem!" 
Ilia  huniilitv  was  remarkable.  Men  of  ex- 
tensive  learning,  and  of  popular  talent  as 
public  speakers,  usually  manifest  a  little 
itching  for  reputation;  and,  if  they  attain  to 
eminence,  are  somewhat  concerned  about 
their  posthumous  fame:  but  Otterbein,  pro- 
foundly learned  though  he  was,  never  mad« 
the  least  display  of  it;  and  although,  during 
the  most  of  his  life,  he  was  without  a  su- 
perior in  America,  as  a  preacher,  he  had 
the  lowliness  of  a  child,  and  preferred  all 
his  brethren  before  himself.  Educated  thor- 
oughly, and  ordained  regularly,  in  a  sect- 
hating  communion,  he  welcomed,  as  fellow- 
laborers    in     the     Master's    vineyard,    un* 
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learned  farmers  and  meclianics  who  felt 
that  they  had  religion^  and  a  call  to  preach, 
and  not  much  besides.  He  could  embrace, 
in  his  catholic  heart,  the  Mennonite  Boehm, 
or  the  Amish  Draksel,  and  cry  out  before 
all  the  people,    "  We  are  brethren l" 

His  benevolence  was  of  the  very  highest 
order.  He  literally  gave  away  all  he  ac- 
quired, and  all  he  inherited.  "His  mode 
of  living  was  of  the  most  frugal  kind,  and 
that  to  the  last  day»  of  his  life.  And 
wherefore?  Tlmt  he  might  have  the  means 
to  contribute  to  the  destitute;  and  his  acta 
of  charity  were  limited  only  by  his  means. 
Daily,  Sundays  excepted,  did  the  indigent 
and  the  common  beggars  of  the  city,  knocfe 
at  his  door  for  alms;  and  they  were  never 
turned  away,  if  the  means  to  grant  relief 
were  in  the  good  minister's  possession.  We 
give  a  caAe:  A  suit  of  clothing  was  much 
worn,  and  his  friends  sent  him  cloth 
for  a  new  suit.  Still  the  old  garments  were 
worn.  When  asked  if  his  tailor  had  for- 
gotten him,  he  wiped  a  tear  from  his  eye, 
and  pointed  to  some  indigent  persons  op- 
posite his  house.  After  this  incident,  some 
of  the  friends  frequently  furnished  him 
with  certain  kinds  'of  cloth    for  distribution 
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to  the  needy.  His  demise  was  an  occasion 
of  real  sorrow  to  this  class  of  people,  who 
were  not  a  few:  heartily  did  they  lament 
and  mourn  the  loss  of  their  earthly  friend 
and   patron. 

"With  them  hU  nurni  HbAtl  liv», 

Thiough  long  HDcce^ding  jf^n, 
Riiilialnioil — wiih  all  Uivir  h««ru  can  giv*, 

Their  pnisei  and  their  t«sr»." 

In  reproof,  he  was  very  plain  and  point- 
ed. A  faulUfinding  professor  once  visited 
him,  who  became  garrulous  in  his  eom- 
plaints  against  his  brethren.  In  the  midst 
of  Via  harangue,  Mr.  O.  touched  bim  on 
the  shoulder,  and  said,  '*Stop,  brother!  1 
peroeive  that  you  have  got  into  the  Dev- 
il's office!"  meaning  that  he  had  become 
an  accuser  of  the  brethren. 

But  it  was  as  a  preacher  and  as  an 
evangelist  that  he  most  excelled.  His  man- 
ner of  preaching  was  calm  and  collected. 
"Every  word  was  distinctly  uttered,"  and 
every  sentence  completed.  He  was  clear, 
solemn,  earnest,  and  always  profoundly  im- 
pressed with  the  solemnity  and  importance 
of  his  position  as  an  embassador  of  Chriat. 
His  matter  was,  from  first  to  last,  Christ, 
and    him    crucified — Christ,    our    Wisdom, 
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RigbtetmBnosa,  fbnctifioatian,  aiiid  Kcdomp* 
tion — Ohhist,  the  prosent  and  complete  Sav- 
ior, tiie  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  all  aud  in 
«11.  He  excelled  in  depth  ef  thought,  in 
thoroughnesB  «f  oxposition,  and  in  force  of 
reasoning.  When  treating  of  redemption 
ihnough  Jceiia,  of  the  truth  and  power  of 
tiie  Gogpel,  and  of  the  Hctoiy  of  faith,  lie 
was  listened  to  with  wonder  and  delight; 
"  hurt  when  addiieflsing  impenitent  sinners, 
every  ircA'd  eaemed  to  weigh  a  talent,  and 
every  sentAOoe  to  burn  like  fire:"  yet,  so  deep 
and  genuine  was  his  sympathy  for  men,  and 
his  solicitude  for  their  salvation,  that  he 
could  not  fail  to  win  as  well  iw  awaken. 

Christian  Newcomer,  i%ho  heard  him 
preach  at  AntietAm,  im  1799,  makes  this 
note  in  his  jmirnal: — "William  Otterbcin  de- 
livered the  iGrsi  discourse.  0,  what  a  won- 
derful man  ho  ia  to  preaoh,  and  declare  the 
counsel  of  <}i>d!"  This  waa  on  Saturday. 
"Sunday,  William  Oiterboin  preacbc<l  again 
with  such  power  and  unction  from  on  high, 
that  all  present  were  much  astonished." 

At  the  age  of  seventy-five,  Nowoomer  heard 
him  i^in  at  Antietam.  He  aa)"?: — ''i'allier 
0.  preached,  this  foronocm,  with  such  pow«r 
and  grace,   that  almost  ever^'   soul   on    tho 
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ground  seemed  to  be  pierced  to  the  hearts 
We  had  &  large  congregatioo,  and  the  attea> 
tion  of  every  soul  was  riveted  to  the  spot. 
I  spoke  a  few  words  after  him,  but  for  a 
short  time,  when  the  people  broke  forth  into 
lamentations  for  mercy." 

When  Mr.  0.  had  reached  his  eightieth 
year,  Mr.  N.  listened  to  a  sermon  preached 
by  him  in  Hagerstown,  Md.  He  exclaims, 
"0!  what  feelings  penetrate  my  soul  when- 
ever I  hear  this  old  servant  of  Christ  de- 
clare the  counsel  of  God.  I  n  depth  of  erudi- 
tion, and  in  perspicuity  of  thought,  he  is 
unique  and  matchless." 

No  minister  could  readily  forget  the  ser- 
mons which  he  delivered  at  the  conferences. 
At  one  of  the  last  of  the  conferences  he  was 
able  to  attend,  he  preached  with  great  plainness, 
especially  to  the  preachers.  The  audience 
was  profoundly  impressed,  and  the  preachers, 
aflor  the  dismission  of  the  congregation,  re- 
mained seated  and  silent,  and  their  honest 
feces  were  wet  with  tears.  C.  Hcrshey, 
then  a  young  man,  for  many  years  after- 
ward a  faithftil  preacher,  and  now  a  saint 
in  glory,  looked  up  and  said,  "Oh!  my 
God,  this  man's  word  is  heavy!  Who  i» 
sufficient  for  these  things?" 
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Rev.  Dr.  B.  Kwrtz,  in  a  letter  relating 
to   Mr.    0.   and   his  co-laborers,  says: 

"Ottcrbcin,  that  true  and  living  witness, 
whose  memory  I  hold  dear,  and  cherish 
in  my  heart  of  hearts,  was  still  laboring 
in  faith  and  patience,  and  with  great  suc- 
ows,  when  1  commenced  preaching  the  (xw- 
pel;  but,  a  abort  time  before  my  arrival 
in  Baltimore,  the  Master  had  called  him 
home.  The  pioxis  part  of  the  community 
still  delighted  in  calling  to  mind  hb  uno- 
tiuus  sermons,  his  holy  walk  and  conver* 
salion,  and  his  wonderful  success  in  win- 
uing  sinners  from  the  error  of  their  ways, 
aa  well  as  in  encouraging  the  weak,  and 
building  up  believers.  My  uncle,  Rev.  D. 
Kuris,  a  true  man  of  God,  was  a  co-laborer 
of  the  sainted  Otterbein,  on  terms  of  inti- 
macy with  him,  and  preached  his  funeral 
sermon.  He  often  spoke  to  me  about  him, 
and  always  indicated  the  profound  regard 
and  ardent  affection  he  entertained  for  him. 
lu  Washington  county,  Md.,  and  in  the 
adjacent  parts  of  Virginia,  (where  I  spent 
the  first  sixteen  years  of  my  ministry)  Ot- 
terbein  was  well  known.  He  frequently 
visited  that  section,  and  every-whero  I  met 
with  living  seals  of  his  ministry.     The  do- 


406 


HISTOBV    or    THE 


ij%otioii  and  entliuitiasm  with  'ivhich  those 
who  Iijul  been  cinivei-toil  umler  Iiis  preach- 
ing spoke  of  his  power  in  the  pulpit,  of 
his  spirit  and  holy  conver»atLon  ia  personal 
iiitercuurse,  and  of  hia  untiring  labors  to 
lead  aiiiners  to  Obrist,  was  really  refrash- 
uig.  and  filled  my  heart  with  love  and  ad- 
miration  for  that  chuaen  and  diitlingiit-shed 
servant  of  the  Lord.  I  kueM-  a  number  of 
the  early  preachory  who  had  boon  convert- 
ed by  Otterbein's  instriuneiiUiIity,  and 
preaulied  iu  compntiy  with,  some  of  them, 
oil  funeral  and  otlior  owasions.  They  were 
all  mon  of  Oud,  and,  tliough  not  learned, 
like  Otterbein,  (who  was  a  scholar  as  well, 
as  a  saint)  tliey  were  faithful,  devoted,  and 
ominently  uAoful.  If  ever  thora  was  a  true> 
revival  pivnnher,  Otterbein  wna  one." 

The  following  paj>pr.  found  among  the 
manuitcripts  of  bishop  Asbury,  containing 
qMOBtionsi  by  Mr.  A.,  and  answers  in,  th» 
hand-writing,  of  Otterbein,  will;  be  of  inter- 
eat  1«  the  rondor: 
"'To  TICK  Rev.  William  Ottebbjsin. 

"Sir: — Whpro  ^vorc  you  born? 

"Jms,    In  Nassiui  Dillciiburg,  iu  Germany. 

"Ques.     How   many    years  had   you  lived, 
ia  yoiu*'  native  laud? 
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"Ans.     Twenty-six  years. 

"Qu€^.  How  many  ycara  have  you  resid- 
ed in   America? 

'*Ans.     Sixty  years  come  next  August. 

"Ques.     'Where  were  you  educated? 

'^Ans.     In  llerborn,  in  an  academy. 

*'Qu€9.  What  languages  and  sciences  were 
jrou  taught? 

*'Jm.  Latin,  Greek,  Hebrew,  Philosophy, 
and  Divinity. 

"Q««-  In  vrhai  order  wero  you  set  apart 
for  the  ministry? 

^*Ans.     The   Presbyterian    form  and  ortlor. 

"  Ques.  ^^'hat  ministers  assisted  in  your 
ordination? 

"Am.     Schramm  and  Klingclhocfer. 

"Qwej.  Where  have  you  had  charge  of 
congregations  in  America? 

"Art^.  First  in  Lancaster,  in  Tulpehock- 
en,  in  Fredericktown  in  Maryland,  in  Little 
York  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  Baltimore. 

"Qiw*.  In  what  part  of  the  United  States 
have  you  frequently  traveled,  in  the  prose- 
cution of  your  ministerial  labors? 

"Am.  In  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Penn- 
sylvania. 

*'Q««.    How    many   years  of    your    life, 
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since  you  came   to  this  continent,  vrere  you 
in  a  great  measure  an  itinerant? 

**Atu.  The  chief  of  the  time  since  my 
coming,  but  more  largely  since  my  coming 
to  Baltimore. 

"Ques.  By  what  means  were  you  brought 
to  the  Gospel  of  God  and  our  Savior? 

*'A)i3.  By  degrees  was  I  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  while  in   Lancaster. 

'*Ques.  Have  you  unshaken  confidence  in 
God,  through  Christ,  of  your  justification, 
sanctitication,  and  sure  hope  of  glorilicatJou  ? 

**An9.  The  Lord  has  been  good  to  me, 
and  no  doubt  remains  in  ray  mind  but  he 
will  be  good;  and  I  can  now  praise  him  for 
tho  hope  of  a  better  life. 

"Ques.  Have  you  ever  kept  any  account 
of  the  seals  of  your  ministry? 

"-4iM.    None. 

"Ones.  Have  you  ever  kept  any  account 
of  the  members  in  the  society  of  the  United 
Brethren? 

"Ana.    Only  what  are  in  Baltimore. 

"Ques.  Have  you  taken  any  account  of 
the  brethren  introduced  into  the  ministry 
immediately  by  yourself,  and  sent  out  by 
you?  Can  you  give  the  names  of  tho  living 
and  the  dead? 
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"Ans.  Henry  Weidnor,  Henry  Baker, 
Simon  Herre,  in  Virginia:  these  are  gone  to 
their  reward.  !N^ewcumer  can  give  the  names 
of  the  living. 

"Qu^.  What  ministerial  brethren,  who 
hare  been  your  helpers,  can  you  speak  of 
with  pleasure,  and  whose  names  are  pre- 
cious? 

"Aiu.  Guething,  "Weidner,  Newcomer, 
and  others. 

"  Qa4s.  What  is  your  mind  concerning 
John  Wesley,  and  the  order  of  Methodista 
in  America? 

"Ans.  I  think  highly  of  John  Wesley.  I 
think  well  of  the  Methodists  in  America. 

"Qtt«s.  Wh&i  are  your  views  of  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  church  of  Christ  in  Europe 
and  America,  and  of  prophecy? 

"Aru.  In  continental  Europe,  the  church 
has  lost,  in  a  great  degree,  the  light  c^ 
truth.  In  England  and  America  the  light 
still  shines.  Prophecy  is  haatening  to  its  ac- 
complishment. 

"Qm*s.  Will  you  give  any  commandment 
concerning  your  bones,  and  the  memoirs  of 
your  life?  Your  children  in  Christ  will  not 
suffer  you  to  die  unnoticed. 
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CHAPTER  XU. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  PEBIOD. — A   RESUME. 

We  have  now  reached  the  end  of  the 
first  period  m  the  History  of  the  United 
Bretliren  in  Christ.  Nearly  half  a  century 
has  passed  since  Otterbein  and  Boehm  met 
at  Isaac  Long's,  at  the  great  meeting  whure 
the  people  of  God,  of  various  persuasions, 
flowed  together,  and  realized  that  they  were 
United  Brethren.  We  have  seen  how  this 
union  was  consolidated  and  strengthened 
from,  year  to  year,  how  other  societies  were 
gathered  in,  and  other  ministers,  of  like 
ftath,  raised  up  and  sent  forth  as  heralds 
of  salvation.  We  have  contemplated  the 
struggles  of  these  ovangeliata  to  revive  and 
reform  the  old  communions  with  which  they 
had  been  ecclesiastically  connected,  and  how 
this  had  been  but  partially  successful,  and 
had  resulted,  in  many  instances,  in  their 
real,  or  virtual  expulsion  from  those  com*, 
muiuoQs.    We  have  seen  the  infant  churchesi 
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struggling  to  maintain  the  faith  during  the 
long  war  of  the  Revolution;  and,  in  1789, 
we  have  looked  in  upon  the  first  confer- 
ence of  ministers  regularly  assemWed;  and 
we  have  traced  those  annual  conferences 
down  to  1812.  On  the  minutes,  many 
names  have  been  recorded  which  will  be- 
come familiar  to  us  in  the  succeeding  pages 
of  this  work.  And  it  has  been  our  mourn- 
ful, and  yet  pleasing,  duty,  to  gather 
around  the  graves  of  the  eldest  fathers  of 
the  United  Brethren  ministry.  We  have 
seen  Bochm,  Gucthing,  Otterbein,  and  others 
of  the  fathers,  die;  and,  blessed  be  the  God 
of  all  grace,  they  have  died  well!  "Mark 
the  jjcrfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright, 
for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace."  "The 
path  of  the  just  is  as  a  light,  shining  more 
and  more  until  the  perfect  day."  These 
Scriptures  have  been  illustrated  before  our 
eyes  in  the  history,  and  especially  the  clos- 
ing history,  of  those  venerable  saints  of 
God. 

It  may  be  well  to  take  our  leave  of  this 
interesting  jwriod  of    United    Brethren  hia 
tory,   by    presenting    a    comprehensive    viewl 
of  the  fathers,   and  of  their  labors,  sketch< 
by  the  pen  of  a  discriminating  cotemporary- 
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and  co-laborer,  who  knew  them  well,  and 
loved  them  as  fellow-heirs  of  a  like  preo 
ious  faith.  In  a  discourse  delivered  on  the 
death  of  Father  Boehm,  and  shortly  before 
the  departure  of  Otterbein,  blahop  Asbury 
said: 

"But  our  beloved  brother,  Boehm,  who 
has  gone  to  his  high  reward,  waa  not  the 
only  laborer  in  the  vineyard.  Will  it  be 
hazarding  too  much  to  say  that,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland,  and  Yirginia,  there 
were  one  hundred  preachers,  and  twenty 
thousand  people,  in  the  communion  of  the 
United  Brethren?  Many  of  these  faithful 
men  have  gone  to  glor^',  and  many  are 
yet  alive  to  preach  to  congregated  thou- 
sands. 

"Pre-eminent  among  these  is  William  Ot- 
.  torbcin,  who  assisted  in  the  ordination  which 
I  Bct  apart  your  speaker  to  the  superintend- 
eney  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
He  is  one  of  the  best  scholars  and  great- 
est divines  in  America.  Why,  then,  is  he 
not  where  he  began  ?  He  was  irregular. 
Alas,  for  us!  the  zealous  aro  necessarily 
so,  to  those  whoso  cry  is,  put  me  into  ths 
priest's  ojffice,  that  I  may  eat  a  morsel  of 
bread.      Osterwald    has    observed,    *Hell    is 
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paved  with  the  skulls  of  unfaithful  minis- 
ters.' Such  was  not  Bochm,  such  is  not 
Otterbciu;  find  now  his  sun  of  life  is  set* 
ting  in  brightness:  behold  the  saint  of  God 
leaning  upon  his  staff,  waiting  for  the 
chariots  of  Israel! 

"I  pause  here  to  indulge  in  reflections 
upon  the  past.  Why  was  the  German  ref- 
oraiation  in  the  middle  states,  that  sprang 
up  with  Boehm^  Ottcrbein,  and  their  help. 
ers,  not  more  perfect?  Was  money, 
was  labor  made  a  consideration  with  thes 
primitive  men?  No;  they  wanted  not  the 
one,  and  heeded  not  the  other.  They  all 
had  had  church  membership  as  Presby- 
terians, (German  Reformed)  Lutherans,  Mo-' 
ravians,  Tunkers,  Menuonists.  The  8i)iritual 
men  of  these  societies  generally  nnited  with 
the  reformers;  but  they  brought  along  with 
them  the  formalities  and  peculiar  opinions 
of  religious  education.  Some  of  the  minis- 
ters located,  and  only  added  to  their  charge 
partial  traveling  laborers.  It  remains  to  baJ 
proven,  whether  a  reformation  in  any  coun- 
try, or  under  any  circumstances,  can  he  per- 
petuated without  a  well-directed  itinerancy. 
But  these  faithful  men  of  God  were  not  tht 
less  zealous  in  declaring  the  truth.    •    •    •! 
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Chmtian  Newcomer,  near  Hagerslown,  in 
Maryland,  has  labored  aad  traveled  many 
years.  His  heart's  desire  has  always  been 
to  effect  a  union  between  his  German  breth- 
ren and  the  Methodists. 

"  I  will  not  forget  Abraham  Draksel,  a 
moat  jiceeptable  preacher,  in  the  west  of 
Pennsylvania;  Henry  and  Christian  Cnim, 
twin  brothers,  and  twin  souls  in  zeal  and 
experience:  these  were  holy,  good  men,  and 
menibei*s  of  both  societies.  John  Horshey, 
formerly  a  Jlennonist — an  Israelite; — ho  is 
gone  to  rest.  Abraham  and  Christian  Her- 
shey,  occasional  itinerants,  good  men,  busy 
and  «ealous.  Da^nd  Snyder:  possessing  gifts 
to  make  himself  useful.  Isaac  Niswander:  a 
good  man,  and  good  preacher.  Most  of  these 
men  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 

"The  flame  of  German  zeal  has  moved 
westward  with  emigration.  In  Ohio,  we  have 
Andrew  Zellar  and  George  Benedum,  men 
of  God,  intrusted  with  a  weighty  charge, 
subjecting  them  to  great  labors. 

"But  our  German  fathers  have  lost  many 
of  their  spiritual  children.  Some  have  re- 
turned whence  they  or  their  fathers  came, 
and  some  have  joined  the  Dutch  Baptists. 

"Our  German  reformers  have  left  no  jour- 
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nal  or  record,  that  I  have  seen  or  heard  o^ 
by  irhich  we  might  learn  the  extent  of  their 
labors;  but,  fh)m  Tennessee,  where  the  ex- 
cellent Baker  labored  and  died,  through  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland  into  Pennsylvania,  as 
for  eastward  aa  Bucks  and  Berks  counties, 
the  effect  of  their  ministry  waa  happily  seen 
and  felt. 

"Wo  feel  ourselves  at  liberty  to  believe 
that  these  German  heralds  of  grace  oongre- 
gatod  one  hundred  thousand  souls,  that  they 
have  had  twenty  thousand  in  fellowship  and 
communion,  and  one  hundred  sealous  and 
acceptable  preachers." 
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Ill  lUi  Toliim*  I  h»To  ondcarorcd  to  tract  tbe  biatorj 
of  the  chnrcb  from  Utc  d«4th  gf  WillUm  Ottcrbcia  down 
to  the  pnseot  Uib« — »  ptriod  of  ii»r)}  &(\y  yatn. 

At  tbo  bogianing  of  tlii»  period  no  »b*ll  find  tbo  ebunb 
MoGocd  to  th«  Oenukn  scttjomoala,  witboul  a  priotAil 
discipIiDc,  priQtJQg  eatabliahmeot,  aewapftpor,  college,  mis* 
Bioaaij  socielj,  or  wcIUorgsoixed  iUatnuy;  two  uiDiuI 
eoDfercnoe  diilrieta,  both  of  vbich  would  now  be  regkrdtd 
u  miMion- GOD  fere  DG«B,  embrioiDg  tli*  entire  work.  And 
we  shall  not  find  k  liiigle  iiouss  of  worship  west  of  the 
Alle^hftoy  moaDtsiDR,  and  bat  a  few  oaat  of  them. 

Hoteorer,  we  shall  see  this  bumble  (JermaD  ehurch 
pruned  out,  during  a  serie*  of  yeara,  to  »uab  an  extent, 
and  b;  such  a  oombination  of  uoaea,  that  we  ihall  begin 
to  despAir  of  ila  ver;  eu£t«iic«. 

Bat  u  tbe  &tii  qnaitttr  of  the  centar;  ptMos  away  «• 
shall  see  the  dawn  of  a  bright«T  day.  Efficient  laborsn, 
a  wuU  organised  itineracy,  an  aggreasive  mtatuonary 
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muDl  ia  the  EagliBb  eommoDitieB,  will  pus  in  rcriow  bft- 
foro  na. 

Then  w«  flui]l  8«e  hnw  onr  exodlent  discipline  was 
formed ;  nod,  it  ■will  bo  ospectally  iotereotiag,  it  \a  hoped, 
the  doTelopmoot  of  those  great  principles  which 
itgnish  the  deaomi nation  frotu  many  other  r«ligiou* 
bodien. 

When,  ia  the  piotidtnce  of  Qui,  the  church  has  bees 
properly  diacipliued,  we  shall  see  it  eotei  upon  the  graat 
work  of  evangelization.  We  shall  follow  it  into  the  new 
tlatea  aad  territories,  and  traoe  in  each  iix  rise  and 
progresR.  We  shnll  iic«  it«  printing  cstahlishiucnt  rising, 
its  tcbools  of  learning  struggliog  into  life,  ite  miaBtonary 
tocioty  organised,  and  sending  out  scores  of  efllcicbt  U> 
borers. 

And,  at  tliii  end  of  the  period,  instead  of  a  handful 
•of  vcbIouh  Uuriuas  Christians,  meltiug  away  before  ad- 
rerso  iaSuonuet,  breaking  np  the  fallow-grouBd  and  saw- 
ing tbat  others  might  reap,  danbtful  of  their  own  ooa- 
tinaed  caisteoco  aa  a  separate  people,  we  ahall  see  • 
thoroughly  organised  ohuroh  of  nearly  a  huodrud  thoB' 
■aud  members,  anited,  earnest,  and  tealou*i  with  a  pious, 
iutetligent  and  energeuo  ministry,  ezoelleDt  educstioaal, 
publisbtDg,  and  tnissionary  organisations,  and  a  healthy 
denuminatiDaal  spirit.  A.od  we  shall  diaoorer  that  all 
this  progress  is  but  the  doTalopment  of  that  Lirs  in  the 
suul  which  oomoK  from  trnion  with  Christ,  and  which 
made  Unitvd    Uretbreo   ia   Chri»t  of  Otturbein,    Boehia, 
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OiutliitiK,  and  th«  Dth«r  Gtraun  f^llwn,  of  th«  rariMi* 
Mcts  xai  d«DOmin&tioDs  of  their  daj. 

We  sh«lt  tbcQ  hare  before  tu  the  history  of  »  ehurcb 
wbicb  originated  ia  no  •obiam,  no  doctrinil  dispslei  or 
differences,  no  e«cle«iBitie*l  diiconiaii*,  bm  in  the  germ- 
inktion  and  growth  of  the  dinne  word  is  individusl 
bearts. 

I  b»e  kimed  to  glre  hitliftil  sketohei  ef  ill  the  most 
ueAi)  kod  t&lented  m«ii,  whether  liviag  or  d«kd,  who 
entered  the  field  prior  to  1840,  of  vhom  I  hkve  been  kbie 
to  obtain  relisbk  iufonualioa.  There  ere  good  rekeone 
«b^  bUtoricnl  ski-tckco  of  thoMe  i*ku  have  entered  the 
Krvice  and  rrndered  dMlingiii*hoil  kid  to  the  Cmplkin  of 
our  KklTation,  aince  1840,  shoald  be  deferred  to  a  later 
period. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  sketches  of  the  pioneers,  [ 
have  been  aided  b;  a  namber  of  our  aged  miniaten, 
who  hare  kindly  placed  in  mj  bands  recollections  of 
their  co'lkboren,  coneerning  mauj  of  whom  not  a  written 
or  a  printed  line  had  been  any  wliere  preserTed.  Tlis 
United  Brethren  have  tMbewed  blograpbiei  end  avto- 
biographiiM.  But  «  ein^lo  •uto-biograpb;  or  biofrrkphj, 
if  wo  nay  except  svme  meaner  aotico  in  our  periodickts, 
has  jct  been  pnbliabed.  Of  tome  of  onr  ahlesi  minist«ra 
we  know  but  tbia,  that  they  entered  the  battle-Seld  in 
yooth,  knd  fonght  ralMDlly  until  the  day  wke  well  spent; 
ksd  that  they  died  brktely  kt  tbkir  poate.  It  ahoald 
not  be  k  lesBOD  for  wvere  censure  if  sooe  ntmea   baro 


VI 


TJLBFA.CE. 


heta  pBMed  orer  €Dtirelj,-wbtah  d«Hn»>  \  fistitffjuakti 
place  in  theae  pagea. 

It  U  aot  pratoDilod  that  »ll  our  esrlj  miniBtem— that 
Jill  die  pionoen — booored  tbe  sacred  aOaec,  or  were  equal 
to  thoK  wbo  liava  been  noti«ed.  TIiU  «a»  not  ihe  erne. 
X  riMng  and  mpidly-gTowing  ohureh,  which  ohtaina  iu 
mitiiflU-j.  not  froin  the  colkge  but  from  th«  poople,  it 
{i«culi«Tlj  lUbla  to  inpofilton.  It  U-an  aTil  jaeidfint  to 
the  GoBpol  pUd,— th«  beat  that  can  b«  deTi«id,^-of  flsp- 
plfing  the  ohaeoh  ■•■(h.k'mitiialry.  A  ntaD,  profitaaisg 
«oiiT«rs)on,  aod  posseasing  aomo  t&lenta,  cUidib  that  ha  has 
a  call  to  preach.  TU«  church  u  lilcelj  to  acoept  bia  pro- 
feeaioDi,  »nd  to  re««tv«  him  ae  a  miniater.  Uaiially  they 
•re  Dolrd«eeived.  Sat  ir4lvei<  in  aheep's  clothing  h«vo 
not  found  it  very  dtSouU  to  pass  themselves  oS  aa  4rue 
ihepb«rda. 

Many  pagen  ol'  thiv  wotlc  might  bare  been  Ailed  with 
sketches  of  soms  who  ra.a  null  fur  a  seaaon.  and  th«D 
Iwntedi  of  others  vho  began  !n  tbe  Spirit  Kud  endod  ia 
the  tmh  ;  and  of  othera  atill,  who  or«pt  into  the  aaorad 
office,  08  wolvos  arfl«p  >)»o  a  slutepfold,  to  maka  hania 
of  the  flu«k;  but  it  would  neither  be  plejuant  nor  «dify- 
ing  to  prnerTo  the  nomor;  of  the  unfortunato  ot  th« 
wicked  aeo  who  liu  along  the  line  of  «ut  btstorj. 

Tbst  aomo  orror*  will  be  detected  in  thia  Tolume  ;  (bat 
vnlid  objeotiess  d&;  bo  nigod  agaiaBt  ita  etjle,  Md  iu  trtat- 
K«lt  of  some  aat^tai  and  that  a  pnrt,  or  the  whole  ef 
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TROM  THE  DEATH  OF  OTTERBEIN  TO  THE 
FIBST  GENBIUl.  CONFERENCE. 

When  Mr.  Ottorbein  died,  the  country 
was  involved  in  the  "second  war  of  independ* 
cnce."  This  war  was  commenced  in  1812, 
and  did  not  cloao  until  1815;  and  the  excite- 
ment it  occAstoncd,  the  passions  it  aroused, 
and  the  draft  which  it  made  upon  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,  exerted  a  doprcAaing 
influence  upon  every  Christian  church.  Upon 
the  infant  United  Brethren  church, — a  church 
which  had  assiduously  cultivated  "peace  on 
earth,  and  good  will  to  men," — the  effect  was 
disheartening:  in  the  extreme. 

Another  fact  exerted  a  much  more  perma- 
nent and  extensive  influence,  unfavorably, 
upon  the  rising  church.  At  the  period  of 
Mr.  O.'s  death,  and  for  several  years  there- 
after, while  the  (iennnn  element  in  the  Amer- 
ican stales  was  conslantly  giving  way  to  the 
English,  it  received  but  trifling  reinforce- 
ments from   Europe.     The  whole  number  of 
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immigrants  who  reached  this  countrj*  firom' 
all  tlic  states  of  Europe,  betweea  1784  and 
1819,  has  been  estimated,  by  a  good  author- 
ity, at  160,000.  Of  this  number  probably 
not  more  than  fifty  thousand  were  from  Ger- 
many. And  the  whole  numWr  of  foreigners 
who  arrived  by  sea.  in  tlie  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 1820,  was  8,3&5;  1821,  9,127;  1822, 
6,911;  1823,  6,354;  1824,  7,912.  Probably 
less  than  the  lialf  of  these  were  from  Ger- 
many. The  lan^iage  of  tho  law,  the  govern- 
ment, the  literature,  and  tho  schools,  being 
English,  rapid  encroachments  upon  the  Ger- 
man tongue,  oven  in  the  largest  German  set- 
tlements, were  inevitable. 

Consequently,  in  almost  every  place,  there 
was  a  demand  for  preaching  in  the  English 
language;  and  thb  demand  waa  especially 
m-gent  in  those  communities  where  a  new  re- 
ligious life  had  been  awakened  by  the  United 
Brethren  evangelists.  This  especial  urgency 
was  owing  to  two  facts:  1.  The  conTertcd 
children  of  the  rery  beat  Unite<i  Brethren 
families,  having  received  an  English  educa^ 
tion,  desired  to  hear  preaching  in  the  English 
language.  2.  In  almost  every  community 
where  the  German  fathers  plnnted  societies, 
persons  were  awakened  and  converted   who 
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oould  understand  the  German  lacguage  Iwt 
imjKrfuctly,  ur  who  could  not  understand  it 
at  all ;  and  snich  persona  would  naturally  be 
very  anxioua,  on  their  owd  account,  as  well 
M  for  the  sake  of  their  children  and  English 
neighbors,  to  secure  evangelical  preaching  ia 
the  English  language. 

And.  at  this  verj-  time,  the  most  efFcctive 
itinerant  system  ever  put  in  motion  since 
the  da^-s  of  the  apostles,  supplied  the  men, 
at  all  points,  to  meet  this  demand.  Evan- 
gelists trained  under  the  eye  of  Wesley,  or 
raised  up  and  put  into  the  work  by  Francis 
Asbur}*,  were  prepared  to  respond  to  every 
call,  and  to  make  the  best  use  of  every 
opportunity.  And  that  nothing  might  be 
wanting  to  facilitate  the  establishment  of 
Methoilist  societies  in  United  Brethren  com- 
munities, a  plan  of  co-operation  had  been 
adopted  which  provided  that  lists  of  all 
United  Brethren  members  and  ministers,  liv- 
ing within  the  bounds  of  Methodist  circuits 
and  districts,  should  be  kept  by  the  Meth- 
odist preachers  and  presiding  elders,  and 
handed  over  to  their  successors;  also,  that 
all  United  Brethren  preaching  places  should 
be  open  to  Methodist  preachers.*    It  ia  true 

■  Set  Tul.  L,  j»f>  84»r-3S4. 
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that  Methodist  houses  of  worship  were  also 
to  he  open  to  United  Brethren  (except  in 
tkose  cases  where  the  trustees  s&ouid  oi^ect;)  but 
as  those  houses  were  in  English  oommuni- 
ties,  they  afforded  no  material  advantages  to 
German  evangelists. 

To  these  arrangements  no  valid  objection 
could  be  urged,  for  the  early  Methodists,  and 
the  United  Brethren,  were  as  thoroughly  one 
people,  in  heart  and  practice,  as  the  spirit 
of  God  could  make  them;  and  yet  it  is  easy 
to  see  how  this  Maternal  intercourse  and 
unity  wrought  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
United  Brethren  as  a  denom  ination.  A 
wealthy  United  Brethren  farmer,  for  ejiam- 
ple,  would  invito  a  Methodist  itinerant  to 
take  up  an  appointment  at  his  house;  a 
revival  would  follow;  a  Methodist  class  would 
be  formed ;  and,  after  a  few  years,  a  Meth- 
odist house  of  worship  would  be  erected  on 
tho  good  farmer's  land,  and  ail  his  children 
would  become  Methodists;  and  one  of  his 
sons,  probably,  would  become  a  Methodist 
itinerant  preacher.  And,  "in  the  formation 
of  classes,  United  Brethren  in  Christ,  Ju 
many  instances,  allowed  their  names  to  go 
on  tho  English  (Methodist)  class-books,  with 
no  intent  to  withdraw  from    the   Brethren, 
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but  in  order  that  thoy  might  be  admitted  to 
certain  privileges;  thus  becoming,  virtually, 
members  of  both  ehurehes.*  This  created  no 
jealousy,  but  rather  a  cause  of  rejoicing,  for 
it  formed  a  connecting  link  between  the  two 
churches,  characteristic  of  that  happiness, 
love,  and  friendship,  the  echoes  of  which  the 
heart  sighs  to  experience  again.  •  *  But 
by  the  steady  increane  of  the  English  lan- 
guage, these  members,  their  families,  their 
names  and  influence,  gratlually  melted  away 
from  the  Brethren  classes  and  church  for> 
erer.  •  *  It  is  just  to  caution  the  reader 
not  to  infer  that  a  proselyting  spirit  moved 
the  Methodist  preachers  to  effect  this  change 
and  subsequent  loss  to  the  TTnited  Brethren 
church.  No.  To  their  praise  be  it  said, 
they  loved  the  Brethren,  for  they  saw  and 
felt  that^  like  the  ox,  they  had  bowed  their 
neck  to  the  Gospel  yoke,  laboring  with  un- 
equaled  patience  to  win  the  erring  Germans 
to  the  fear  and  favor  of  God.*'t 

ABSQciate<l  with  the  loss  of  families  and 

societies,  was  the  loss  of   efficient  laborers. 

The  United   Brethren,   like  the  Methodists, 

;  looked   to   the   converts   for    their  ministry. 

•  Tlii«  WM  proTid«4  tor  In  th*  pUn  oT  M-optntloo.     St*  Vol. 
1.,  p.  3U.  i  U.a.  SpBjrib. 
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A  young  man,  among  the  United  Brethren, 
looking  to  the  itinerant  ministry,  was  almost 
Bure,  during  this  period  of  our  history,  to 
enlist  in  the  Methodist  ranks.  The  induce- 
ments were  almost  too  great  to  he  resisted. 
To  the  Methodist  itinerant  the  whole  coun< 
try  was  open,  from  Maine  to  Georgia;  where- 
as, the  Germans  wore  confined  to  \e*s  than 
the  half  of  rennsylvania,  and  a  fraction  of 
JVlarjlaud  and  Virginia. 

In  the  Methodist  work,  the  English  lan- 
guage, the  language  In  which  the  young  men 
of  the  UniteU  Brethren  church  received  their 
education,  was  used.  This  was  an  atlditional 
Uiducement.  Then,  again,  the  Melhodiut  itin* 
eracy  was  better,  far  better  organised.  It 
was  thoroughly  .systematized,  and  waa  run- 
ning like  finished  machinery. 

In  the  United  Brethren  church  the  itin* 
erant  spirit  did  not  so  generally  prevail 
among  the  preachers;  nor  was  the  value  of 
the  itinerant  system  so  generally  appTeciat4>d 
by  the  members  of  the  church.  'While  a 
few  favored  a  settled  pastorate,  many  were 
attached  to  the  system  which  cost  the  people 
neither  money  nor  price.  Hence,  the  proa- 
pecta  of  a  United  Brethren  itinerant,  which 
have    never   been   very  flattering  when   re- 
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garded  from  a  pecuniar}'  stand^puint,  were 
exceedingly  gloomy  during  the  period  under 
consideration.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  many 
of  our  must  promising  young  men  went  to 
the  Methodist  conference,  eepeciaily  as  they 
liad  reason  to  believe  that  the  churches 
■would  soon  he  united,  and  that  the  diflerence 
Iwtween  them  was  simply  a  difference  of  Ian* 
guage? 

"A  young  man  of  good  education  and  tal* 
«ntSf  who  had  buclilcd  on  the  armor  to  go 
forth  and  do  hattle  for  the  Lord  as  a  United 
Brethren  itinerant,  was  met  on  his  way,  by 
a  friend,  who  accosted  him  thus:  'What, 
going  to  preach  for  the  Dutch,  and  starve?'"* 
None  did  starve,  yet  many  were  compelled 
to  labor  witli  their  hands  to  procure  the 
means  of  subsistence. 

The  lack  of  a  denominational  spirit  alM 
worked  to  the  serious  injury  of  the  church, 
«ven  down  to  so  late  a  period  as  1830.  The 
Brethren,  as  already  seen,  were  converts  to 
(^ist,  gathered  from  the  various  German 
churches,  all  of  which  were  of  the  "straight- 
est  sect."  Against  the  intolerant  sectarian 
spirit  to  which  they  hud  been  accustomed, 
the  reaction    of   those    converts,    M'hen   they 
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found  themselves  to  be  all  one  m  Chrut,  hy 
virtue  of  the  uew  birth,  waa  so  powerful  as 
to  piush  many  of  them  into  an  opposite  ex- 
treme. Svctariauism  was  confounded  with 
denomi nation alUiii.  Hence,  large  numbers  of 
those  who,  by  the  attraction  of  divine  love, 
formed  themselves  into  ITnited  Brethren  so- 
cieties, rt'fused  to  have  their  names  recorded 
in  a  church  book,  and  were  slow  to  submit 
to  any  discipHne  except  the  New  Testament, 
And  it  was  not  until  a  long  and  painful  ex- 
perience had  demoDStrated  the  necessity  of 
it,  that  they  became  willing,  in  some  of  thej 
old  localities,  to  co-operate  with  their  breth- 
ren in  a  thorough  denominational  organiza- 
tion. 

There  is  sonietlting  quite  beautiful  in  the- 
ory, in  taking  the  Bible  as  a  discipline,  in 
being  but  loosely  attached  to  any  particular 
church,  and  in  speaking,  hearing,  and  pay* 
ing  and  praying,  wlierever  convenietice  or  wi- 
dination  may  lead;  but  tB  practice,  the  effect 
is  bad.  A  society  composed  of  the  choicest 
spirits  on  earth,  which  is  actuated  by  no  de- 
nominational spirit,  will  decUne,  and  event- 
ually perish. 

Owing  to  these  causes  the  ITnited  Breth- 
ren in  Christ  were  so  pruned,  out,  during  a 
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Mri«a  of  years,  running  fnm  1810  to  1821, 
that  "outside  friends  anticipated  the  time  to 
be  near  when  the  stock  itself  would  die;  yet 
it  did  not  die,  nor  did  it  show  any  signs  «f 
decay."  When  -thoroughly  pruned,  anil  its 
vitality  tested,  it  pleaded  God  to  visit  the 
vine,  to  water  it,  and  cause  it  to  put  forth 
new  and  more  vigorous  branches.  The  lan- 
guage of  Isaiah  was  fulfilled:  "Then  sbalt 
thou  say  in  thy  heart,  Who  hath  begotten 
me  these,  seeing  I  have  lost  my  children^ 
ami  am  desolate,  and  a  captive,  and  remov- 
ing to  and  ^?  and  who  hath  brought  w^ 
these?  Behold  I  was  left  alone;  these,  wher& 
had  they  been?"  On  the  loss  of  members  and 
gospel  laborers  of  which  the  United  Breth* 
ren  did  not  reap  the  fruit,  Bishop  Asbury 
makes  this  reflection:  "  But  our  German 
fathers  have  lost  many  of  their  spi  ritual 
children;"  and  then  he  asks,  "Why  was  the 
Qerman  refurmation  in  tlic  Middle  States, 
that  sprang  up  with  Boehm  and  Otterbetn, 
and  their  helpers,  not  more  perfect?  Was 
money,  was  labor,  mado  a  consideration  with 
these  primitive  men  ?  No.  They  wanted 
not  the  one,  and  heeded  not  the  other." 
Causes  over  which  they  had  not  control^ 
placed  them  in  tho  rear.     Had  the  relatioQ» 
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•of  Otterbeia  and  Aabury  been  changed,  and 
•of  the  Methodists  and  the  United  Brethren 
AS  to  language  and  country,  who  can  say  that 
the  relative  strength  of  the  two  chupchce 
would  not  have  been  the  reverse  of  what  it 
is  to-day? 

The  fathers  were  not  insensible  to  the  dif- 
Hfultiefl  and  peculiar  trials  of  their  position; 
nnd.  in  an  address  to  the  conference,  one  of 
the  last  attended  by  him,  Mr.  Otterbeiii 
«aid: 

"It  is  true,  brethren,  the  German  work  is 
»  hard  work;  yet  faint  not,  and  in  duo  sea- 
son you  shall  reap.  The  Lord  has  greatly 
blessed  our  labors,  and  stood  bv  us.  Breth- 
rcn,  be  men  of  Gtod;  be  strong  in  faith. 
Ijove  God;  love  all  men  with  a  pure  heart 
fervently;  employ  every  power  to  save  them, 
to  pluck  them  as  brands  from  the  burning; 
and  while  you  do  this,  remember  that  it  is 
not  from  men  that  you  are  to  expect  the  re- 
ward of  your  labor,  but  from  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  at  his  coming.  *  •  •  Ours  is  a 
calling  to  labor.  Our  rest  is  not  here.  I  be- 
seech you,  dear  brethren,  to  take  no  acooant 
'  of  this  labor.  One  soul  saved,  one  sinner 
1  turned  from  the  error  of  his  way,  will  more 
than  compensate  you  for  all  you  have  done. 
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•  •  Watch  over  youreelves;  live  near  to 
Ood.  I  nsi;sl  on  rvpeutnnc*.',  a  cliango  of 
heart,  and  show  to  the  people  that  without 
holiness  no  man  shall  see  tho  Lord.  And 
be  ye  yourselree  holy,  that  the  people  may 
see  and  believe  that  llie  Lord  has  sent  you. 

•  •  You  read  good  books; — it  is  well;  but 
the  Bible  is  the  only  fountain  of  unerring 
truth,  and  from  the  Bible  we  must  learn  our 
mission  and  our  duty.  •  •  •  By  this 
vord  we  shall  be  judged,  and  by  it  our 
works  shall  be  tried."  These  words  were 
apoken  with  deep  emotion.* 

Under  these  circumstances  the  conference 
in  the  east,  commonly  called  the  Hngcrs- 
town  conference,  convened  at  Hagerstown, 
Md-,  May  the  34tb,  1814.  Twenty-one  min- 
isters were  present  The  names  of  the  ab> 
^'nt  members  are  not  given  in  the  minutea, 
And  we  have  no  means  of  determining  their 
number;  but  as  the  conference  included  tho 
■whole  of  the  work  in  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, and  Virginia,  it  is  safe  to  conclude 
that  as  many  were  absent  as  present  During 
the  oonferenoe,  sii  persons  were  admitted,  in- 
creasing the  number  present  to  twentyaeven. 
Among  those  received,  were  Henry  Kumler, 

•  B.  O.  Sp«yth.  -s 
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Jacob  Wenger,  and  Henry  James  Fry,  imiues 
precious  in  the  memory  of  the  chun-h.  Let- 
ters wtTO  ri'iid  Ix-'fore  the  conferen«:  from 
Abruhum  Drukscl  and  Jacob  Berger,  both  of 
wh<>m  were,  at  this  period,  laboring  in  Weiit- 
moreland  Co.,  Pa.  A  letter  was  also  read 
from  the  Baltimore  conference  of  the  M.  E. 
church,  expressive  of  the  fraternal  interest 
still  existing  between  the  two  societies,  and 
of  the  dctirc  of  the  conference  that  it  might 
be  perpetuated. 

A  petition  was  also  received  from  the 
vestry  of  the  Otterbein  church  in  Baltimore, 
praying  the  conference  to  supply  the  church 
with  a  pastor,  and  pledging  themselves  for 
his  support.  A  committee,  consij^ting  of 
Neiding,  Knyder*  Baulus  and  Newcomer,  was 
appointed,  to  take  the  petition  into  consider* 
ation.  It  should  be  remarketl  that  the  con- 
gregation of  the  old  church  in  Baltimore  was 
thoroughly  United  Brethren,  and  entirely  in 
sympathy  with  the  conference;  but  it  had 
been  orgnniztil  as  an  independent  church, 
before  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ  were 
formally  organized;  tlicrefore  in  the  provis- 
ion of  pastors  by  the  conference,  the  poculiar 
oirfURisijinces  of  the  ehurch  had  to  be  cott-^ 
iidered. 


I 


'UNITED   BRETHREN    IH    CUBIST.       29 


* 


» 


'The  committee  reported  that  Joseph  Hoff- 
■man  be  appointed  to  fill  the  charge  in  Bal- 
timore, for  one  year,  and  that>  if  desired,  he 
be  sent  back,  but  not  for  a  longer  period 
than  three  years.  This  appointment  ■was  en- 
tirely satisfactory  to  the  Otlerbcin  con^rogap 
itionijUuid  Mr.  Ilotfman  continued  to  l>c  their 
pa.ilv  for  thn>o  years,  and  discharged  the 
diitivof  his  office  with  diatinguishcd  ability 
■aud  success.  At  the  expiration  of  the  time 
jweacribed  by  discipline,  another  niini.'*ter 
was  appointed;  and  thus  the  church  has  l>ccn 
supplied,  first  by  the  Hagerstown,  and  suK-ie- 
qucntly  by  the  Pennsylvania  conference,  to 
the  present  period. 

Chriactian  Newcomer,  who  had  been  elected 
bishop  at  tlie  previous  conference,  for  one 
year  only,  was  re-elected  at  this  conference 
for  a  terra  of  three  years.  The  <  good  man 
makes  this  note  of  his  election  in  his  jour- 
nal:— "The  IJrethren  elected  poor  unworthy 
Christian  Newcomer,  as  bishop  or  superin- 
tendent, for  three  years.  May  trod  have 
mere)'  on  me,  and  grant  me  his  as.sisting 
grace  to  discharge  my  duty  faithfully," 

The  conference  appointed  the  first  Thursday 
of  the  following  August  to  be  oliserretl  by  the 
church  as  a  day  uf  fasting  and  prayer. 
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The  session  ap^x^rs  to  have  been  a  peac& 
abU   one,  and   the   socrctarv,   Ja<»b   Bnulua, 
floses    the    minute    of  the    profN?Ming»    witb 
this    prayer;    "Lord  Jesus!    be  with  thy  ser 
vants;    mold   tkem   after    thine   own    imagcj 
give   them   godly  zeal  and   untiring  faithful 
nessj  let  thy  virtues  shine  in  them,  and-.thy 
light  shine  through  them;  and  may  nial|iy  i>o 
brought  to  light,  and  we  will  ascribe  all  the 
praise  to  Gotl.     Amen." 

But  by  far  the  mo«t  important  measure 
which  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Hagers- 
lown  cwnferenco,  remains  to  be  noticed.  The 
demand  for  an  improved  and  a  printed  dis- 
cipline, which  had  been  felt  for  some  time, 
now  became  imperious.  As  Otterbcin,  Gucth- 
ing,  and  Boehmf  were  gone,  there  was  no  man 
in  the  church  whose  personal  influence  waa 
sufficient  to  enforce  the  general  and  excellent, 
but  unprinted,  rules  of  the  society,  and  pre- 
eerre  unity  and  purity.  There  were  excellent 
men  in  the  church,  and  among  them  Christian 
Newcomer,  who,  prior  to  the  death  of  Otter- 
bein,  had  been  elected  a  8U]>erinte]ident  or 
bishop ;  and  there  were  able  men  in  the 
■west,  but  there  waa  no  one  who  oould  fill 
the  place  vacated  by  Mr.  Otterbein.  And, 
■what  rendered  the  adoption  of  a  written  dia- 
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«ipline,  aihI  a  well  »vstenmtizc(l  form  uf  guv- 
emmeiit  still  more  iiecc&t«ary,  was  the  fact' 
that  the  cltureh  was  exicuding  her  bonlera 
into  Oliiu,  autl  e^'en  iiitu  Indiana;  and  aa  tho 
preachers  wuut  abroad  into  places  whcro 
tho  UuLtbd  Brethren  in  Christ  hud  not  been 
so  much  aa  named,  it  bccajne  necessary  for 
them  to  produce,  in  a  printed  form,  her  doc- 
trine and  diticipline. 

Owing  to  tho  pressure  of  this  ncceasity^ 
two  iiuinufteript  copies  of  n  disoiplino  were 
laid  before  the  confepence,  for  examination, — 
one  by  tlie  superintendent,  C.  Newoonier,  the 
other  by  Christopher  Grosh,  a  very  able  and 
influential  minister,  who  had  been,  in  the 
former  part  of  his  life,  a  Mornvian.  But  as 
the  ehurch  in  the  west  had  become  rjuite 
fitrong,  it  wais  deemed  best  to  defer  action  on 
the  subject  until  a  general  conference  might 
be  convened,  in  which  the  Miami  coaference 
might  also  be  rcprcsontctl.  And  as  that  con- 
fercnw  would  meet  in  the  course  of  a  few 
mouth.%  the  supurintendent  was  "rcqueste<l  to 
call  it$  attention  to  the  plan  of  holding  a 
general  conference;"  and  it  was  also  desired 
by  the  lingcrstown  conference,  that  the  confer* 
ence  in  the  west  should  determine  the  mode 
of  electing  delegates  to  represent  the  church. 
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The  Miami  conference  met  in  Montgomery 
■Co.,  0.,  August  23,  1814.     There  were  pres- 
ent at  the    opening    of  the  session,    iifteeri 
ministors.    The   question    of   a  general  con- 
farenoe  was  taken  u\>  as  soon  as  the  prelim- 
inary buainoss  ivas  dit>|)osed  of;   and  it  was 
agreed  that  such  a  conference  was  desirable, 
and  should  be  called.     It  was   also   decided 
that   the  delegates  to  the  conference   should 
be  elected  hy  a  v«te  of  the  members  of  the 
church  in  the  several   districts.     The  church 
was  then  districted  as  follows; — 
1st  District,  Baltimore. 
2d        "         Ilngerstown. 
3d        "         Carlisle. 
Aih      "  rcnnsylvania,    south   of   the 

Alleghanies. 
■6th      "         Pennsylvania,    north    of   the 

Alleghanies. 
6th       "  Muakingum. 

New  Lancaster,  Ohio. 
Miami, 

Indiana  and  Kentucky. 

10th      "         Virginia. 

Each  district  was  authorized   to  elect  two 

delegates;  and   it  was   resolved    that,  to   the 

general   convention  thus  elected,  should    be 

committed  the  rules  of  4he  church,  with  full 
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pow-era  to  8u  alter  and  amend  aa  beat  to 
promotfl  tlic  cause  of  Christ  in  the  earth. 
These  conclusinna  were  reached  with  very 
groat  uDanimity.  On  the  day  the  conference 
-opened,  bishop  NeWcomer  made  this  note  in 
his  journal:  "0!  may  the  Lord  take  the  helm 
into  his  own  tiands,  grant  us  grace  to  trans- 
act our  business,  patience  and  brotherly  love 
to  bear  with  each  other,  and  that  all  we  do 
may  be  according  to  Ilia  will,  and  tend  to 
His  glory."  At  its  close,  he  wrote:  "We 
had  considerably  less  difficulty  than  I  ex- 
pected, and  ctoac<l  the  session  in  great  har- 
mony and  unanimity.  Praise  the  Lord  for 
it" 

Thus  the  iraportant  question  of  a  general 
convention  was  settled,  in  every  particular, 
except  as  to  the  time  and  place  of  meeting. 
The  Miami  conference  recommended  Abra- 
ham Draksel's,  near  Mt  Pleasant,  Pa.,  as  a 
suiUible  place,  it  being  midway  between  the 
Ilageratown  and  Miami  cunfcrences,  and  No* 
vember  22d,  181-t,  as  the  lime.  The  sugges- 
tion as  to  the  place  was  accepted,  but  the 
time  was  changed  to  June  6th,  1815. 

At  this  iiLii>urtaiit  .session  of  the  Miami 
conference,  svum  ulher  matters  worthy  of 
note,    were   acted   ujwn.    It  was   agreed,  by 
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a  unanimDus  vote,  to  support  the  ituieraiifr 
plan.  A  collection  of  German  Hymns,  made 
by  Henry  Evingcr  and  Thomas  Winter,  was 
laid  before  the  conference,  and  examined; 
but  action  in  relation  thereto  was  postponed 
until  after  the  general  contention.  Rer.  B. 
Saks,  a  messenger  ^m  the  Methodist  con- 
ference, appeared,  and  read  a  letter  with 
which  he  was  charged  in  relation  to  broth 
erly  union.  The  letter  was  taken  into  owi- 
aideratton,  and  an  answer  returned.  Then 
the  conference  adjourned,  peace  and  good 
will  preyailiug. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


THI    FIRST    OENERAI.    CONySRENCE. — ^THS   HIS- 
CIFLINE. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  1815,  a  little  moro 
than  three  montha  after  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
■was  ratieed,  THE  fjrst  general  conference 
of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ  convened 
at  the  place  which  had  been  designated. 
Bat  it  was  not  in  stately  church  or  cathe- 
dral that  they  assembled.  No  loud-sounding 
bells  called  the  jxiople  together;  no  report- 
era  for  a  daily  press  were  present  to  take 
note  of  the  proceedings.  We  remember, 
however,  that  some  of  the  syiiods  of  the 
primitive  United  Brethren  were  held  in  un- 
frequentwl  forests,  under  the  sheltering  roeks, 
and  branches  of  the  trees;  and  that  cavei 
and  catacombs  have  been  honored  by  the 
presence  of  Christian  councils.  Our  first 
general  conference  was  held  in  an  humble 
log  house,  known  as  John  Bonnet's  school- 


36 


HISTOHT    OF    THE 


house,  situAted  about  one  mile  cast  of  Mt 
Pleasant^  Pa.,  on  the  old  turnpike  road  lead* 
ing  over  the  Alleghanies,  Chestnut  Ridge 
is  in  full  view,  and  the  landscape  between 
the  school-house  (which  is  yet  standing)  and 
the  mountains  i»  surpassingly  lovely  and 
picturesque.  Mr.  Bonnet  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  church:  and  in  the  neigh* 
borhood  of  the  school-house  resided  the  ven- 
erable Abraham  Draksel. 

The  following  delegates  were  present: 

Frtnn  Pennsylvania:  —  Abraham  Mayer, 
Henry  Kumlcr,  John  Snyder,  Abraham 
Druksel,  and  Christian  Bergpr. 

Virginia: — Christian  Cruni,  Isaac  Niswan- 
dcr,  and  Henry  G.  Spayth. 

Maryland: — C.  Newcomer  and  Jacob  Bau- 
las. 

Ohio: — Andrew  Zeller,  Abraham  Hiestand, 
Daniel  Trover,  and  George  Benedum. 

Joseph  Hoftman  was  elected  to  represent 
Baltimore,  but  was  unable  to  attend  on  ac> 
count  of  illness.  Fourteen  only  of  the  twenty 
delegjites  provided  for  in  the  Miami  resiilii- 
tions  took  their  seals.  A^eneral  conference, 
composed  of  fuurteen  plain  ministers,  all 
speaking  the  German  Ungnage,  assembled  in 
a  log  school-huuse,   in  a  quiet  countrj'  place, 
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nwy  not  atrike  the  imagination  very  forci 
l)ly,  ami  some  may  hastily  dismiss  it  as  un 
worthy  of  notice.  But,  hold!  The  Lord  of 
glory  wa«  cradled  in  a  mungcr!  his  harbin- 
ger, the  greatest  of  prophets,  appeared  in 
the  wilderness  of  Judea!  and  many  uf  his 
most  important  conferences  with  his  disci- 
ples were  held  in   retired  place**! 

Nor  must  we  turn  away  from  tUis  oon- 
fercncc  becftuse  it  waa  graced  by  no  dutin- 
guished  Doetors  of  Theologj-,  no  patron 
princes,  no  celebrated  literary  Hghta;  for,  id 
the  conference  on  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
which  received  the  commission  to  disciple 
all  nations,  no  prince, — not  one  learned  doo 
tor, — not  a  single  great  literary  light  was 
found.  There  was  the  pure-minded  Nathan- 
iel, the  impulsive  Peter,  the  devoted  John. 
And  in  the  humble  conference  to  which 
the  reader  has  just  been  introduced,  were 
found  men  of  sound  minds, — of  warm  Chria- 
tian  hearts — men  thoroughly  read  in  the 
Bible,  and  well  trained  in  the  sohoul  of  ex- 
perience,— humble  men — such  as  God  can 
use,  because  they  will  give  him  the  glory. 
They  had,  nearly  all  of  them,  either  been 
introchu'cd  into  the  ministry  under  the  su- 
periutcndenoe   of  Otterbein,  or  had  enjoyed 
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a  person.lI  ncquaiiitance  with  him.  A  num- 
ber of  them  hml  laboret!  with  him  for  many 
years,  and  liad  long  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
his  godly  counsels. 

0.  Newcomer  and  A.  Zcller  were  elected 
to  preside,  and  Jacob  Baulus  and  H.  G. 
Spayth  were  ehosen  secretaries.  To  Mr. 
Spayth  we  are  indebted  for  the  only  rej>ort 
in  existence  of  the  spirit  which  animated 
the  conference.  "This  being,"  he  says,*  "the 
first  general  conference,  elected  by  the  church 
under  somewhat  peculiar  circumstances,  and 
meeting  for  a  purpose  in  a  measure  new 
and  untried  in  the  history  and  progress  of 
this  church;  and  having  ao  lately  been  de 
privcd  of  the  support  and  counsel  of  the 
wisest  and  be.<tt,  who  had  exercised  the  over- 
sight of  the  church,  to  the  time  of  their  de- 
parture; whose  counsel  was  law,  but  that 
law  was  love,  much  embarrassment  for  a 
time  was  manifest.  Others,  wise  and  goo*!, 
the  church  still  had.  True,  these  might  fill 
the  office  of  those  who  had  gone  home;  but 
not  their  place.  The  seat  might  be  occu- 
pied, but  the  place  wa?  vacant.  This  was 
never  before,   nor  since,  as  deeply  felt  as  at 


•  HialM/  ot  Iba  I'tilUfl  Biothnm  In  ObriM,  p.  149. 
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the  opening,   and  for   the   first  two  days  of 
uf  that  genera]   conferenoe. 

"Nor  will  W6  disgniae  the  truth, — the  sky 
was  not  exactly  cfear.  A  heavy  atmosphere 
would  ever  and  anon  presa  and  swell  the 
bosom;  and  then  came  ruffling  breezes  and 
sharp  words.  This  oould  not  last  long.  The 
darkening  clouds  which  hung  over  the  con- 
ference must  be  cleared  away;  a  calm  at- 
mosphere and  a  clear  sky  could  not  be  dis- 
pensed with — a  pause  ensued.  The  confer- 
ence agreed  to  humble  themselves  before  God 
in  prayer;  and  such  a  prayer-meeting  your 
]iumble  servant  never  witnessed  before,  nor 
since!  Brethren,  with  streaming  eyes,  em- 
braced and  thanked  God!  From  that  hour 
to  the  end,  unanimity  and  love  smiled  joy- 
ously on  that  assembly. 

"Permit  a  special  notice  here:  Nothing, 
perhaps,  was  anticipated  with  greater  cer- 
tainty by  any  delegate,  in  going  to  that  con- 
ference, than  that  the  meeting  should  take  place 
in  the  sweetest  and  most  humble  subordin-- 
ation  to  each  other,  each  esteeming  his 
brother  higher  than  himself,  and  worthy  of 
more  honor,  liut  the  spirit  of  the  children 
of  Zebedce  and  their  mother,  is  still  visi- 
h\e  on  such  occaaions;    and   never  more  so 
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than  when  wise  and  good  rulers,  either  itr 
church  or  state,  are  removed  by  death. 
For  who  should  have  sufficient  wisdom — 
who  should  be  so  well  qualified  to  take  th9 
helm,  and  guide  the  vessel  safely,  as  tbe- 
Zcbedees?  And  should  a  doubt  be  raised^ 
ihry  are  ready  to  answer,  we  are  able. 

"Our  last  word,  when  we  made  the  di- 
gression, was,  'Smiled  joyously  on  that  av 
sembly.'  Here  were  dear  brethren  who  had 
stood  long,  and  stood  firmly,  m  the  cause 
of  God  and  man.  The  spirit  of  ambition 
had  vanished;  its  shadow  waa  seen  no  more. 
The  brethrea,  it  was  manifest,  had  but  ona 
eye,  one  ear,  one  soul,  one  great  thought,. 
and  that  was,  to  form  a  discipline,  contain- 
ing the  fewest  sections  or  divisions  practic- 
able, and  in  as  few  words  as  the  grave  sub- 
ject would  admit  of,  in  order  to  cunvcy  lh» 
sense  and  meaning  of  church  rules,  as  held 
by  the  United  Brethren  in  Chrisl.** 

At  the  end  of  four  da)-s  of  diligent  labor,, 
the  conference  completed  its  work,  and  or- 
dered the  discipline  agreed  upon  to  be  print- 
ed. This  discipline  contained  no  new  doc- 
trine; nor  did  it  adopt  any  new  feature  of 
church  polity.  The  great  truths  of  the  New 
Testament^ — the    truths    maintained  by  thee: 
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■  Waldenses,  aad  so  clearly  set  forth  in  tlicir 
H      wnfeiwloius* — ^were  ri^atBnned  in  the  simple 

and  almost  oxact    Uoguago  of  tb«  Apoi^tlett* 

I      Creed. 
"In    the  name    of    Giod,  ne    declare    and 
confess   before    all    men,"    said  they,    ''that 
we    believe  in    the  only  true   God,  the  Far 
ther,  the    Son,  and    the    Holy  Ghost;    that 
^      thesis  three  arc  one — ^tlie  Ffither  in  the  Son, 
H      Ihc  Sou  in  the  Father,  and  the  Iloly  Ghost 
H      txtual   in  essence  or    being   with   both;    that 
this  triune  Ood  created  the  heavens  and  the 

■  earth,  and  &U  that  in  them  ia,  risible  aa 
^  well  aa  invisible;  and,  furthermore,  sustains^ 
^  governs,  ]>roteets,  and  supports  the  same. 
H  "We  believe  in  Jesus  Christ;  that  He  is 
H  very  Glod  and  man;  that  he  became  incar- 
~  nate  by  the  power  of  tbo  Holy  Ghost  in 
I  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  was  born  of  her; 
^L  that  he  is  the  Savior  and  Mediator  uf  the 
B      whole    human  race,  if   they,  with  full  faith 

in  him,  accept  the  grace  proffered  in  Jesus; 
that  this  Jesus  suffered  and  died  on  tho 
cross  for  us,  was  burie<l,  art»se  again  on  the 
third  day,  ascended  into  heaven,  and  sitteth 
on  t^e  right  hand  of  God,  to  intercede  fur 


•  See  V«L  1,  p.  U. 
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us;    and  that  ho  shall    como  again   at  the 
lost  day,  to  judge  the  quick  and  tbo  dead. 

"We  belierc  in  the  Holy  Ghost;  that  ho 
is  equal  in  being  with  the  Father  and  the 
Sod,  and  that  he  comforts  the  faithful,  and 
guides  them  into  all  truth. 

"We  believe  in  a  holy  Christian  church, 
the  communion  of  saints,  the  resurrection  of 
the  body,  and  life  everlasting. 

"We  believe  that  the  Holy  Bible,  Old 
■and  New  Testamenta,  is  the  word  of  God; 
that  it  contains  the  only  true  way  to  our 
salvation;  that  every  true  Christian  is  bound 
to  acknowIc<lge  and  receive  it  with  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Spirit  of  God,  as  the  only 
rule  and  guide;  and  that,  without  fnilh  in 
Jesus  Christ,  true  repentance,  forgiveness  of 
sins,  and  following  after  Christy  no  one  can 
he  a  true  Christian. 

*'We  also  believe  that  what  is  contained 
in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  to-wit,  the  fall  in 
Adam,  and  redemption  through  Jesus  Christ, 
shall  be  preached  throughout  the  world. 

"We  believe  that  the  ordinances,  viz., 
'baptism  and  the  remembrance  of  the  suf- 
ferings and  death  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
are  to  be  in  use,  and  practiced  by  all  Chris- 
tian  societies;    and  that  it  is  incumbent  on 
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all  the  children  of  God  particularly  to  prac- 
tice them;  but  the  manner  in  -which  ought 
always  to  be  left  to  the  judgment  and  un- 
deraiatiding  ot"  every  indiridual.  Also,  the 
example  of  -vv-oahing  the  feet  must  remain 
fireo  to  the  judgment  of  every  one." 

The  liberal  views  respecting  the  ordi- 
nances, contained  in  the  last  paragraph  of 
the  Confeasion,  were  not  new  to  the  general 
conference  of  1815;  they  had  been  enter- 
tained by  Otterboin,  BocLm,  and  all  the  fa- 
thers. There  is  yet  extant  a  somewhat 
elaborate  Confession  of  Faith,  printed  in 
1812,  three  years  previous  to  tho  general 
conference,  by  Christopher  Grosh,  from  which 
a  few  passages  may  bo  quoted  as  illustrative 
of  the  curreiH  views  of  the  "United  Breth- 
ren at  that  period.  Referring  to  those  who 
regard  baptism  with  water  as  an  indlsi)en- 
sable  means  of  salvation,  he  says: 

"There  are  four  denominations  which  in- 
-sist  on  baptism  by  immersion  as  positively 
necessary  unto  salvation;  yet  these  can  not 
tolerate  a  friendly  association  with  each  other!! 
There  are  three  denominations  which  insist 
•on  a  copious  pouring  or  sprinkling;  and  yet 
these  seven  stand  so  far  separated  as  if  each 
were  alone  in    the  earth!!     And  yet,  each 
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of  these  denominatiuns  has  (according  to  its 
views)  tht;  Seripturcjs  entirely  on  "ita  side. 
Heaven   be  mcntit'ul! 

"I  see,  therefore,  no  better  or  surer  way 
before  me  than  to  keep  myself,  as  much  as 
possible,  out  of  this  whirlpool  of  human 
reasoning,  uml  live  in  love  with  all  the 
children  «f  God,  who  are  among  the  above- 
named  (denominations);  because  I  feel  as* 
surcd  that  Ouil  has  his  people  amongst  all 
those,  who  act  in  love  and  stand  in  friend- 
ship. And  I  will  baptize  such  as  desire  it,j 
in  such  manner  as  they,  from  an  und( 
standing  of  the  Scriptures,  desire  it— in  the 
water,  under  the  water,  out  of  the  water,. 
and  with  water;  and  I  will  offer  the  handt 
of  fellowship  to  all  such,  be  tUey  of  what*- 
ever  denomination,  having  rueeived  whatever 
mode  of  bajitisra,  or  no  baptism  of  water 
at  all,  if  thc^  have  only  received  the  one  tking^ 
needfiif,  of  which  Christ  spoke  to  Martha, 
and  are  free  from  party  (sectarian)  spirit, 
AH  such  I  acknowlcilge  to  he  my  brethren 
and  sisters." 

These  broad  views  accord  entirely  with 
the  Confession  adopted  in  1815;  and,  as  this 
is  a  point  of  vital  importance,  the  reader 
wilt  be  pleased  to  find  here  a  more  extended 
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rwview  of  this  subject,  by  one  of  the  most 
-rareful  and  cieiir-headed  members  of  the 
first  genera!  conference.*  Referring  to  the 
.fathere,  he  says:— In  speaking  of  this  ordi- 
jnance  in  pubUo  or  in  private,  no  one  mode 
was  mi^niSed  or  disparaged.  No  one's  bap- 
tism was  declared  void.  No  attempt  was 
made  to  bind  the  mind  to  a  form, — and 
thus  to  wound  a  tender  conscienc«,  and  thus 
to  esteem  men  differently,  where  God  in 
his  enltiogs,  gifts,  and  graces,  had  made  no 
difFcrenee.'' 

"  It  was  not  water  baptism,  nor  any  mode 
of  baptism,  which  had  made  them  one  in 
Christ;  and  they  reasoned  thus:  'Baptism 
has  not  made  us  to  harmonize  in  our  re* 
ligious  experience,  has  not  made  «s  ait  to- 
gether in  heavenly  places  in  Christ,  has  not 
been  the  means  of  removing  the  partition 
wall  which  has,  until  recently,  kept  us  far 
from  each  other;  it  was  not  water  baptism, 
but  the  converting  power  of  God, — the  bap- 
tism  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  has  f.iused 
'US  to  love  as  brethren,  and  therefore  water 
baptism   shall  not  separate  us.' 

"With  fluoh  views  Ottcrbein  and  Boehm 
knew   no  such   thing  as  a  compromise, — an 

■  U.  G.  SpRjth  MS.  iD  Tol«Mope  Office. 
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agreeing  to  disagree  on  this  question ;  their 
union  rested  on  ft  surer  basis, — on  higher 
and  holier  principles.  They  made  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  immutable  i-kisciples  of 
religion  and  the  i-"oiiMS  of  religion.  As  able 
ministers  of  the  New  Testament,  they  con- 
tended for  the  supremacy  of  the  Scriptures, 
for  jufttificAtion  by  faith,  and  regeneration 
through   the  Holy  Ghost. 

"  Bochm  would  witness  the  baptism  of  an 
infant  by  Otterbein  with  benignity  of  coun- 
tenance,  and   love  beaming  from  his  eyes;^ 
but^   lest    he    might   offend    his   Mennonitt 
brethren  and  kinsmen  in   the  flesh,  Doehm' 
himself  baptized  none  but  adults." 

These  views  accord  with  the  practice  of 
inspii-cd  men.  John  the  Baptist  said:  "I 
indeed  baptize  you  with  water  unto  repent- 
ance; but  he  that  Cometh  after  me  is  migbf- 
ier  than  I,  whose  shoes  I  am  not  worthy 
to  hear: .  he  shall  baptize  you  with  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  with  fire."  St  Paul  said, 
"For  God  sent  me  not  to  baptize,  but  to 
preach."  From  these,  and  similar  pa.ssage8, 
we  are  not  to  infer  that  water  baptism  is 
to  he  neglected,  or  that  it  ia  an  ordinance 
of  no  importance,  but  that  it  is  an  outward 
form;    and  that,  beautiful  and  impressive  as 
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it  is,  it  sbould  not  be  placed  on  a  level 
with  tJi&t  higher  baptism,  of  which  it  is  but 
the  shadow.  Xor  must  it  be  inferred  from 
the  liberal  news  entertained  by  the  United 
Brethren  respecting  the  mode  of  baptism, 
thnt  they  intended  either  to  disparage,  or 
to  neglect,  the  ordinance.  They  say — **  Bap- 
tism and  the  remembrance  of  the  sufTerings 
and  death  of  our  Lord  are  to  be  in  use, 
.ind  practiced  in  all  Christian  societies ;  and 
that  it  is  incumbent  on  God's  children  par* 
ticularly  to  practice  them."  And  they  did 
attend  to  the  consecrating  ordinance  faith- 
fully ;  but  they  did  not  make  bapti&m  by 
water,  much  less  baptism  by  any  particular 
mode,  a  test  of  Christian  fellowship.  Thoy 
took  the  groun<l  taken  by  all  tlie  evangelical 
denominations  who  Joined  in  the  great  union 
prayer  and  conference  meetings  which  have 
distinguished  the  recent  religious  awakening 
in  America,  and  in  Europe;  and  if  ever 
the  Christian  world  becomes  united  in  the 
bonds  of  genuine  fellowship,  it  must  be,  so 
it  seems  to  ua,  on  tho  high  ground  assumed 
by  our  German  fathers. 

Our  Lord  Jesus,  the  same  night  on  which 
he  was  betrayed,  took  a  towel  and  a  baain 
of  water,  and  washed  and  wiped  Uie  feel  of 
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lus  disciples.  The  early  brethren  were  gen- 
-erally  of  the  opinion  that  the  Savior  intend- 
■ed,  by  this  act,  to  teach  hia  ]>eop!c,  in  all 
ages,  that  they  should  willingly  perform  for 
one  another  the  most  humble  services  which 
"^eir  necessities  might  require ;  that  he  who 
would  be  a  useful  and  happy  Cliristian 
must  not  bo  unwilling  to  stoop  to  the  per- 
formauco  of  menial  toil,  when  the  temporal 
or  spiritual  good  of  even  the  humblest  dis- 
ciple demands  it  Some  of  the  brethren  were 
of  the  opinion  that  the  example  should  be 
followed  lit^^niSly;  and  their  views  and  prac- 
tice were  always  respected:  and  those  who 
gave  the  words  a  literal  interpretation,  on 
their  part^,  passed  no  severe  judgment  upon 
those  who  diflcrod  with  them  as  to  the 
jnaniier  in  which  the  example  should  be 
observed.  The  last  item  of  the  Confession 
embodies  these  just  and  charitable  views. 

So  much  for  the  Confession  of  Faith,  or 
doctrine  of  the  church ;  and,  now,  a  few 
words  must  be  added  in  regard  to  its 
polity. 

The  ITINERANT  PLAN,  which  had  been  tried 
nnd  approved,  was  adopted  as  the  best  plan 
for  evangelizing  the  world ;  and  measures 
were  introduced  to  render  it  more  effectivo. 
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It  was  agreed  that  the  various  spiritual  in- 
terest of  the  church  should  bo  managed  by 
quarterly,  yearly,  and  quadrennial  confer- 
ences. 

To  the  quarterly  conference,  made  up  of 
the  stewai-dj*.  k-adei-s,  exhoi-ters,  and  preach- 
vn,  of  a  piirticular  chai^,  ware  committed 
the  interests  of  the  church,  in  relation  to 
the  support  of  the  itinerant  preachers,  the 
erection  of  churches  and  parsonnj^s,  iho 
granting  of  li^vn-se  to  cnndifkt^-K  for  thr'  reg- 
ular ministry,  the  hearing  of  coutpliiinU, 
and  the  trial  of  appeals  which  might  come 
up  from  the  various  classes  or  churches  eon- 
etituting  the  charge.  The  presiding  elders, 
ivho  were,  ea^^do,  chaimieu  of  the  quarterly 
cooforences,  were  authorized  to  ap|>oint  them 
on  the  various  fields  of  labor  composing 
thoir  districts, 

The  auoual  conference,  composed  of  all  the 
TCguhirly  constituted  preachers,  local  iind 
traveling,  within  the  boundaries  of  the  con- 
ference, was  authorised  to  sujMjrviae  the 
moral  and  ministerial  character  of  all  its 
membcrH,  Lear  reports  from  the  various 
fields,  regulate  the  boundaries  of  the  circuits, 
uii»tiiuna,  and  duttricti^,  institute  new  ficlJs  of 
labor,  receive  and  Uccn&e  applicants  for  the 
Vol.  II.- 
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ministry,  onlain  suitable  persons  to  the  of- 
fice of  presbyter  or  elder,  and  give  to  the 
itinernnta  their  fields  of  labor.  The  biabopa 
were  authorized  to  appoint  the  annual  coo- 
fercMces  and  to  preside  over  their  delibera- 
tions. 

The  general  or  quadrennial  conference, 
composed  of  delegates,  eIect«Mi  from  among 
the  elders  by  a  popular  vote  of  the  mem- 
beirs  of  the  whole  church,  in  the  various 
conferences,  was  empowered  to  review  the  ac- 
tion of  the  nunual  conferences,  determine 
their  boundaries,  institute  new  coofcrences, 
elect  the  general  superintendents,  make  such 
new  rules  and  regulations  as  the  progress  of 
the  cause  might  require,  and  supervise  tlie 
general  interests  of  the  church.  The  bishops 
were  constituted,  ex-officio,  the  presiding  offi- 
cers of  the  quadrennial  conferences. 

The  regular  official  members  of  the  church, 
as  provided  for  in  the  discipline  of  1815, 
are,  stexmrdA,  leaders,  exhorffrs,  preachers,  pre- 
siding  eldfrs,  and  superintendents  or  bishops. 

A  steward  is  virtually  a  New  Testament 
deacon,  his  business  .being  to  attend  to  the 
financial  concerns  of  a  church. 

A  class-leader  is  a  kind  of  sub-pastor,  who 
has  charge  of  the  religious    interests    of  a 
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certain  number  of  the  members  of  the  church, 
whom  he  is  to  meet  ia  class,  admonish,  com- 
fort, and  exhort,  as  their  cases  may  require. 
Ia  the  absence  of  the  pastor  the  leader  is 
required  to  appoint  and  hold  prayer-raeet- 
ings. 

An  ejchorter  is  one  who,  beliering  he  has 
a  call  to  exhort  his  fellow-men,  receiver  a 
license  to  do  so. 

A  preacher  is  a  regfuJar  minister  of  the 
Gospel — kjiown,  also,  as  a  piesb^'ter,  elder, 
or  bishop. 

A  presiding  elder  is  a  minister  elected, 
for  a  single  year  at  a  time,  to  take  the 
general  orersight  of  a  certain  number  of  cir- 
cuits,  miasions,  or  stations.  * 

A  bishop,  in  the  sense  in  which  the  term 
is  used  in  the  discipline,  ia  a  minister  elect- 
ed to  a  general  superlntendency  of  the  church 
for  a  periotl  of  four  years. 

It  should  be  distinctly  noticod  that  but 
one  order  of  ministers  is  recognized — that  of 
presbyter  or  elder,  or  bishop;  these  being, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  church,  convertible 
terms.  In  this  view  of  the  parity  of  the 
Gospel  ministry  United  Brethren  are  fully 
sustained  by  the  New  Testament.  "  Paul 
Bends  to  Epheaus  for  the  eldera  {^eabgi^ii 
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of  the  church,  and  to  them  he  Bays,  'Take 
heed  unto  yourselves,  and  to  all  the  flock, 
over  the  which  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  made 
you  overaeers  (iisAojps),  to  feed  the  church 
of  God.'— (Acts  XX.:  17,  28.)  The  word 
bishop  ia  never  used  ia  the  New  Testament 
to  signify  the  office  of  oversight  over  min- 
infers,  but  only  over  the  ^ock  of  Christ. 
'The  elders  (jtresiift^r$)  which  are  among  you 
I  exhort,  who  am  also  an  elder  {pmbyUr); 
feed  the  flock  of  God  which  is  among  you, 
taking  the  oversight  thereof  (acting  as  tht 
bhhops  thereof.) — (1  Pet.  v.:  1,  2.)  Bishoi's 
and  presbyters  have  the  same  qualijications 
(Titus  i.:  5,  7,)  and  the  same  dvtiee.-^ 
\l  Tim.  ii.:  -1,  5— v.:  17.)"» 

The  itinerant  preacher's  salary  was  fixed 
ftt  $80,00  for  an  uniiiarricd,  and  $160,00  for 
a  married,  man;    and  this  was  to  be  paid, 

*  "Tbo  Scriptunl  ugunietit/'Mrs  Mr.  Oolemsn  in  hi*  Primiiiic 
Ohnnli,  "for  tli«  vqanlil)'  and  idcnlitj  of  biilio^i  and  praabyUM 
til  ridcnt,  may  be  coinpiiMd  iu  iba  ftHowlai*  lieadi : 

I.  Tfa«  •ppfllsliuus  *Hil  litlM  uf  a  prmbj'tw  ar«  immI  ladi*- 
crimuiittJj  and  iDtcicbangably  villi  UiMe  of  &  blahup. 

II.  A  pcwbj'Ur  i«  rcquirvd  to  poMCH  Um  «■»«  ifiialificBlioci'  m 
t  fatthop, 

in.  The  officii]  dutiM  of  ■  prr^bjlcc  iro  the  shim  u  tttom  of  a 
6i»l>op. 
..    IV.  Tlion!  w».  ID  the  apontalieal  cliuretiGa,  no  onliDarr  Kud  |i«r- 
maofat  KT&da  or  cEm«  of  niinUtofii  iDpurior  to  ifcat  of  pmbrMra  " 


I 
I 


UNITED    BRETHREN    IK    CHRIST.       63 

in  whole  or  in  part,  from  a  common  fund 
raised  from  all  the  fields  of  labor.  If  A, 
for  example,  received  $200,00  on  his  circuit, 
and  B  $100,00,  both  sums  were  put  into 
the  conference  treasury,  and  in  the  end  A 
and  B  fared  alike.  Hence,  we  find  in  the 
conference  minutes,  between  1816  and  1830, 
settlements  like  the  following: 

Money  Meceked  from  1821  /o  1822. 


Ilageratown  circuit, 
Huntington,    -         -        -        - 

t  Juniata,  .... 

Virginia,         -        -        -        - 
Westmoreland,       -        -        - 
Frederickstown,     .        -        - 
I-  Total, 

^        Money  paid  out  from  1821  to 
"William  Brown,    - 
John  Brown, 
, Daniel  Pfcifer, 
Conrad  Weist,       ... 
Christian  Traub,   -        -        - 
John  Brown  (of  Pa.),  - 
James  Dunnaho,    • 
Henry  Burtner,     ... 


$195  27 

62  20 
U  92 

175  39A 
69  70 

63  01 

$620  48^ 

1822. 

$124  10 

124  10 

62  05 

62  06 

62  06 

62  05 

62  05 

62  06 

$620  60 
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Christian  Newcomer  and  Andrew  i^oller 
were  plcctwl  bishops.  This  res^ponaibility  had 
be«n  placed  upon  Mr.  Newcomer  by  the 
conference  in  the  East,  first  in  1813,  and 
Hgain  in  1814.  He  had  also  presided  at  each 
session  of  the  !Miaini  conference,  from  its 
orgnnimtion  in  1810. 

After  a  session  of  only  four  days,  the  first 
general  conference  adjourned. 

The  discipline  prepared  was  printed  at 
Hagerstown,  in  the  German  language  only. 
It  contains  fifty-Sve  pages. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


nCPOSITION  OF  HANDS — RISE  OF  THE  CHCRCH 
IS    INDIANA — SECOND  GENERAL  CONFERENCP 


•>i 


— CAMP-MEETINGS — NEW 
TO  THE   DISCIPLINE. 


SECTIONS    ADDSS 


The  measures  adopted  by  the  first  general 
conference  exerted  a  happy  influence  upon 
the  church.  The  discipline  agreed  upon,  and 
published,  was  very  generally  received  and 
approved ;  and,  in  all  esJiential  features,  it 
has  passed  the  ordeal  of  eleven  general  con- 
ferences, and  Btood  the  teat  of  nearly  fifty 
vears. 

The  delegates  wont  to  their  homes,  not 
with  less  good-will  toward  all  men,  but  with 
more  of  the  denuniiuational  spirit;  aud  the 
conviction  began  to  prevail,  that  the  United 
Brethren  in  Christ  were  called,  not  only  to 
break  up  the  hard  ground  and  sow  the  pre- 
cious seed,  but  also  to  harvest  the  ripe  grain. 
Unity  and  cooBdcnce,  such  as  had  oxistc  I 
under  the  suj^rintendence  of  Otterbein,  were 
iiow  in  ft  fair  way  to  anpenwde  the  tempo^ 
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rary  division  and  distrust;  and,  subsequent- 
to  the  year  1816,  the  idja  of  absorption  by 
any  otber  religious  body  became  less  and  less- 
current.  The  struggle  with  adverse  influ- 
ences  was  not  over;  but  the  darkest  hour 
had  passed,  and  to  the  inquiry,  "  Watch- 
men, what  of  the  night?"  the  more  hope- 
ful, discerning  the  faint  twilight  in  the 
eastern  aky,  could  reply,  "  The  morning 
cometli." 

On  the  27th  of  June,  a  few  days  tdter 
the  general  conference  adjourned,  the  Mi&mi- 
conference  <;onTeued  in  Fairfield  Co.,  O. 
Bishop  Newcomer,  assisted  by  A.  Hiustand, 
presided.  Twenty-one  preachers  were  in  at- 
tendance at  the  opening  of  the  confercneoi 
and  the  session  was  short  and  peaceable. 
Entire  satisfaction  was  expressed  with  Uie- 
action  of  the  general  conference. 

The  subject  of  the  greatest  interest  which 
came  up,  related  to  ordination  by  latino 
ow  OP  iiAxna.  This  subject  had  been  agi- 
tated in  this  conference  at  its  third  annual 
session,  in  1813,  as  the  following  exlraota 
from  its  minutes  show: 

"  26th.  'The  mode  of  ordination  was  next 
taken  up,  as  also  the  manner  of  receiving 
a  preacher.      It  is  lamented  that  too   little 
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ordor  haa  boen  attended  to  in  reoeivia^ 
preachers,  as  well  aa  ordaining.  The  con- 
ference, therefore,  haa  taken  it  into  consid^ 
eration  whether  it  ia  proper  that  a  preacher 
should  be  ordained  without  the  laying  on 
of  the  hands  of  an  elder. 

"27th.  After  reading,  singing,  and  prayer,, 
toolc  up  the  subject  of  ordination.  Agreed, 
that  8  potition  bo  aent  to  father  Otterbein, 
requesting  him  to  ordain  one  or  moro 
preachors,  by  laying  on  of  hande,  who  may 
perform    the   like  office   for  othera."* 

^A  letter,  or  petition,  waa  accordingly  pro* 
pare<l,  read  before  the  conference,  on  the  28tii^. 
ftpprovtHl,  and  sent  to  Mr.  Otteibein,  who,  La 
compliance  thorewitii,  ordained,  by  laying  on 
'  >f  hands,  C.  3f ewcomer,  J.  Hoffman,  and  F. 
&3hftffor.t 

The  general  conference  of  l$lo  adopted 
tbo  vievta  of  (he  Miami  conrcivnce,  au<l 
made  it  a  rule  thnt  all  cautUdatc:^)  for  the 
ministry  in  the  United  Brethren  chnruh, 
should  bo  inducted  iuto  the  aacr«d  office  by 
laying  on  of  haod^.  i(< 

Fn  TOmplianco  with  tliia  rule,  the  Miami- 
conforeiice,  at  the  session  of  which  we  aro 
B]>eaking,   by  a    unitnimoua    vote,   presented 

••'Mi*iDi  OBnfbrone*  Jourail,  pp.  S),  U. 
t  SMafiiUucouotorUiUnrdiaitiaiifBVal.l.  pp.  8S9,n3,394*' 
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Christian  Crum,  A.  Hiestand,  Geo.  Benedum, 
Andrew  Zeller,  Daniel  Troyer,  H.  Miller, 
W.  P.  Smith,  and  J.  O.  Pfrimmer,  for  ordiua- 
tion,  by  laying  on  of  handa.  On  the  last  day 
of  the  conference  these  miniBters,  that  noth- 
ing might  he  wanting  in  the  form  of  induc- 
tion into  the  sacred  office,  and  in  obedience 
to  the  will  of  the  church,  as  expre&^icd  hy 
ita  highest  court,  presented  themselves  for 
ordination,  according  to  the  solemn  and  im- 
pre«»ii*e  formula  which  had  been  agreed 
upon.  Firat^  bishop  Newcomer,  on  whoa* 
head  had  been  laid  the  hands  of  Otter)>ein, 
ordained  Christian  Crum;  after  which,  aa- 
aisted  by  Mr.  Crum,  he  urdained  the  others. 

Amongst  those  who  were  thus  formally 
ordained,  were  several  venerable  miniator?, 
and  one  bishop;  and  it  Is  a  fact  that  Mr. 
Newcomer,  himself,  filled  the  office  of  super- 
intendenl)  prior  to  his  ordination  by  the  lay- 
ing  on  of  hands. 

But  it  would  be  a  blunder  to  infer  that 
these  brethren  had  not  been  ordained:  and^ 
that  they  had  not  exercised,  in  a  lawful 
manner,  all  the  functions  of  the  ministry.  Xo 
question  as  to  the  validity  of  their  ordination, 
had  obtained  in  the  minds  of  the  church.* 


•    Mr.  nwhaiigh.    in    >  ikptcli  of  kr.    Ottrrbein't   lib. 
thu  tin  Baited  BrcUmn  ministtj,  up  to  181),  tm  m 
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Daring  a  long  aeries  of  yeara,  can<lidates 
for  the  ministrv.  in  the  United  Brotlireu 
church,  after  a  suitable  probation,  had  beea 
invested  with  the  otfico  and  responsibilitiea 
of  eldore;  not  by  the  laying  on  of  hands,  but 
by  the  vote  of  the  conference,  Thla  fact  la 
attested  by  the  minutes  of  the  conference  in 
the  east,  and  also  by  the  minutes  of  the 
Miami  conference. '  The  whole  question  re* 
lated  to  the  manner  in  which  ordination 
should  be  performed;  and  a  uniform,  decent, 
solemn,  and,  as  some  believed,  a  scriptural 
mode,  was  adopted,  to  which  all,  including 
the  aged  elders,  willingly  submitted. 

Christian  churches  are  not  agreed  as  to 
the  necessity  and  propriety  of  this  cere* 
mony.  Among  the  Methodists,  in  England, 
ordination  is  iwrformod  by  prayer,  without 
the  imposition  of  hands.*  "The  reformed, 
generally,  hold  the  call  of  the  people  the 
only  thing  essentia!  to  the  validity  of  the  min- 
istry, and  teaeh  that  ordination  is  only  a  cere- 
mony, which  reiidera  the  call  more  august 
and  authentic." 


■al  miuiftUr  ^"  ■•  If  lh«  Mrmienii  of  lapnf  ua  el  baiuli,  wen  c» 

•cDttkl    lo    sntinBlitin.        It    ia    evident,    tmm   tbc    acrau    vhicb    Mr. 

H.  piKcs   'ipon  Ihia  emmoaj.  (bu  ■dditional  infonutjon  gn  tba. 
•ubJMl,  would  b«  no  diMdrtnUg*  Xa  kim. 

•  £ncjiclu[wlla  of  ReligiDUa    Knowledge,  p.  899,  ^ 
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United  Brethnjn  have  generally  believed 
that  ordination,  wlietlier  with  or  without  the 
laying  on  of  liamls,  is  a  work  committed  to 
eldem  by  divine  appointment;*  and  the  wis- 
dom which  induc-ed  them  to  require  that  all 
candidates  for  elders'  orders  should  prove 
themselves  worthy,  by  a  long  probation,  and 
a  careful  examination,  and  that  to  the  sol- 
emn vote  of  the  elders  should  be  adde<l  the 
appropriate  and  improj^iive  ceremony  of  lay- 
ing on  the  hands,  will  hardly  be  questioned. 

As  early  as  1814,  John  G.  Pfrimmcr,  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  German 
fathers,  moved  into  the  territory  of  Indiana, 
and  lifted  up  the  standard  of  Immanuel. 
He  located  his  family  near  Corydon,  in  Har- 
rison county,  while  the  country  was  yet  al- 
most an  unbroken  wilderness ;  and  to  him. 
belongs  Jho  honor  of  planting  the  firsT' 
United  Bhkthken  societies  in  Inhiana. 


•*  "ir  the  povM-  t*  ordnin  j»  lodited  ta  tbi  peoiile.  b«w  happru. 
it  tlitl  in  sll  lh(<  cpiitlL-k,  not  a  >>iri(;ie  «or(l  ii  to  b(i  huud  fi^'ing 
Mm  aiij-  dinctionit  tboW   cijniititiititig   tnlninlm.       On    ibv   utlivri 
band,  ill  ths  i']ii>t!M  to   Timothy  aiid    Tituit.    wbo  vero  iwrauii* 
in   oAce,  «e  Slid  putiealu   Itiilruetluos  gl>«a  iLim  to  laj   haodi 
aaMvalj  on  no  mui.  tw  ci&ruius   hit  qutllflcalion*  lieTora  ibmf^ 
ordun    him,   ind  to   title  care  tliat   tjn-jr  oomrnit  tbo  office  onlj   to- 
fWtliful   KitrG,  who  aball   be  nbic   Ut  tcwb   otber*  aim.       TbcK   itil 
*e»Tt«\y  1  linglfl  c»i<Niii^tici1  writ^i  ibat  doM  Dot  »pn«Ujr  mm- 
tton  ordiuali«a  ■•  tba  wvtli   uf  vlilen."— faey.  BH,  JCnnot. 
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At  the  Miami  conference  of  1816,  ft  dis- 
trict, called  the  "Kentucky  and  Indiana  dis- 
trict," WAS  oonsti tilted,  of  which  J.  G.  PMtn- 
mer  was  appointetl  presiding  elder.  From 
this  conference,  which  met  in  Montgomery 
■county,  Ohio,  bishop  Newcomer  made  his 
ftrnt  tijur  into  Indiana,  in  company  with  Mr. 
Pfrinimcr.  The  ct>untry  was  almost  entirely 
without  roads,  and,  from  New  Lexington, 
they  were  obliged  to  hire  a  pUot  to  conduct 
them  through  the  forest.  Reaching  Clark 
county,  Mr.  Newcomer  writes:  "Bless  the 
Lord,  this  morning  I  am  well,  and  am  de- 
termined, by  his  grace,  to  do  and  suffer  tlic 
will  of  my  heavenly  Master.  1  am  now  in 
Clark  county,  more  than  ft  hundred  miles 
west  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  We  came,  to- 
day, to  an  elevated  spot  of  ground  whence 
we  had  a  view  all  around  to  a  consider- 
able distance;  here  I  humbled  myself  on 
my  knees,  in  gratitude  to  God,  who,  in 
mercy,  has  preserved  me  in  the  wilderness 
to  the  present  time." 

We   have,  in  tliis  note,  a  glimpse  of  In- 
diana  a    little   mon*    than    forty  years  ago. 
Perhaps  those  venerable  faCbers,  when  thread- 
ing the  wildcrncas,  on  Indian  traits,  or  blna 
-iiig  their  way  through    the    pathless  woods, 
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guidi)d  b>  a  compass,  could  hardly  hnvo  be* 
lievcd  that,  iu  8o  short  a  period  a^;  forty 
j'care,  ft  great  State  would  spring  up,  and 
that  the  Uuited  Brethren  church,  which  had 
thou  a  few  feeble  societies,  would  num- 
Ijer  fivo  strong  oonferenccs,  and  tiiousands 
of  members. 

From  1816  U»  1818  but  little,  compara- 
tively, was  done  in  Indiana,  for  the  want 
of  au  efficient  itinerant  mimstry.  In  1819, 
however,  the  cause  began  to  move  forward 
rapidly  under  the  efficient  labors  of  Jacob 
Antrim,  who  was  placed  that  year  on  White 
Water  circuit,  where  he  gathered  hundreds 
into  the  church.  In  1820  the  work  we 
carried  on  with  almost,  if  not  quite,  equal' 
success,  under  the  labors  of  James  Ross  and 
A.  Shiiigledecker,  who  followed  Mr.  Antrim 
on  White  Water  circuit.  The  same  year  the 
cause  received  a  still  greater  impetus,  under 
the  labors  of  John  McNamur,  who  opened 
an  entirely  new  circuit  between  Lawrence- 
burg  and  Copydon.  Pfrinmier,  l>oup,  and  J. 
Evinger.  were  also  engaged  on  a  work  along 
the  river,  designated  as  the  *'  Indiana  Knobs 
circuit."  In  1821,  Mr.  Antrim  was  again 
sent  to  Indiana,  also  William  Stubbs,  whose 
labors  were  greatly  blessed.    These  were  fol- 
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loweU  by  the  Boncbrakes,  George  and  Hen- 
ry, both  strong  men,  and  by  J.  Mahan,  F. 
Whitoom,  A.  l^armer,  and  other  efficient  la- 
borers. From  1819  to  tbe  present  time,  tlie 
United  Brethren  church  in  Indiana  has  had 
a  hcjilthy  and  rapid  growth. 

Let  us  now  return  to  the  EasL  At  the 
annual  conference  held  in  Franklin  county, 
Pa,,  in  May,  1815,  the  subject  of  camp- 
meetings  came  up,  was  discussed,  and  a  reso- 
lution was  adopted  that  such  a  meeting  should 
be  held  in  the  August  following,  at  Rocky 
Springa,  Franklin  county.  Pa.  Accordingly, 
on  the  17th  of  August,  1815,  two  months 
after  the  general  conference,  the  first  camp- 
meeting  ever  held  by  the  United  Brethren 
in  Christ,  was  commenced.  It  continued  four 
days,  and  was  a  remai'kably  good  meeting. 
Bishop  Newcomer,  who  attended,  says  of  it: 
"The  Lord  truly  was  in  the  camp.  Sun- 
day, Uie  20lh,  wu  had  a  particularly  blessed 
time.  A  vast  concourse  of  people  attended, 
and  many  were  the  slain  of  the  Lord,  ilany 
were  happily  converted,  and  enabled  to  re- 
turn home  rejoicing  in  Orod  their  Savior. 
GLory,  honor,  and  praise,  be  unto  the  Lamb 
forever!"  The  following  year  two  or  three 
camp-meetings    were    held    by   the    United 
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Brethren;  and,  for  a  long  series  of  years, 
theso  meetings  have  been  a  favorite  means 
of  gpflco;  and  although,  as  the  oountry  grows 
older,  as  the  facilities  for  public  worship  are 
increased,  and  as  evangelical  churches  are 
furnished  with  better  means  of  reaching  the 
masses  of  the  people,  they  are  going  into 
disuse,  yet  they  are  still  highly  prized  in 
some  portions  of  the  church,  and  especially 
in  Pennsvlvania. 

m 

Comp-meetings  originated  among  the  Pres- 
byterians, in  Kentucky,  in  1799.  Whil« 
two  pious  brothers  named  McGee,  John  and 
"Charles,  were  on  a  tour  through  that  Slate, 
they  arrived  at  a  settlement  where  a  Vrcs- 
byteriaii  minister,  named  McGready,  was 
holding  a  sacramental  meeting.  The  three 
ministers  (one  of  the  McGces  was  a  Meth- 
odist^ the  other  a  Presbyterian)  labored  to- 
gether at  the  sacramental  meeting,  "which 
was  attended  with  such  an  outpouring  of 
the  Spirit  upon  the  people,  that,  instead  of 
separating  as  usual,  they  continued  the  meet- 
ing. Others  from  the  surrounding  country, 
hearing  of  the  extraordinary  indications  of 
the  Divine  presence,  came  in ;  and  the  meet^ 
irig  was  continued  several  days;  the  people 
meantime    supplying    themselves    with    pro- 
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Tiaioiw,  and  lodging  in  covered  wagona, 
hut«,  and  boothg.  The  McGeea  soon  appoint 
ed  a  camp-meeting  in  an  adjoining  district, 
and  subsequently  another  still,  both  of  which 
were  signally  owned  of  flod  in  the  salra- 
tion   <»i  aouls. 

These  grand  mass-meetings  exerted  no  in- 
oonsidcrable  influence  on  the  early  religioua 
history  of  this  rapidly-growing  country.  Their 
excellence,  as  an  evangelizing  agency,  espe- 
cially in  new  countries,  or  in  an  old  coun- 
try, where,  for  the  want  of  houses  of  wor- 
ship under  the  control  of  erangelicat  Chris- 
tians, the  masses  of  the  people  can  not  be 
reached,  is  apparent.  Tefis  of  thousands  on 
earth,  and  probably  millions  in  heaven,  will 
forevt'f  bless  the  Lord  for  camp-meetings, 
and  associate  the  circle  of  tents,  the  cool 
and  leafy  gruvu,  the  rude  altar,  and  preach- 
er's stand,  with  their  espousal  to  Christ. 

Tho  SECOND  GENERAL  coxrERENCE  met  in 
Ml.  l*leasflnl,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.. 
June  Uie  2d,  1817.  The  members  prot^eni 
^eni :  C.  Xewcomer  and  Andrew  Zoller, 
inthopg;  A.  Meyer,  Joseph  HofTman,  John 
Snydur,  H.  Kumler,  sen.,  Jacob  DchofT,  L. 
Cramer,  D.  Mechlin,  H.  G.  Spayth,  L.  Roth, 
and  H.  Ow.  Bishop  Newcomer,  assisted  by 
Tor..  11.^5. 
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bishop  Zoller,  preiuded.  and  H.  G.  Spaytli 
was  the   secretarj'. 

No  changes  were  made  by  this  conference 
in  the  eight  sections  of  discipline  adopted 
iu  1815,  but  five  new  sections,  four  of  which 
are  found  in  the  present  discipline,  were 
udded.  The  first  section  added  relates  to 
the  importance  of  union  in  the  church,  and 
the  means  of  pruser^-ing  it.  The  rules  laid 
down,  if  observed,  would  always  secure  the 
moat  perfect  unity.  If  Christians  felt  tie 
necessity  of  union;  if  Uiey  prayed  earnestly 
for  it;  if  they  would  never  part  without 
prayer;  if  they  Jionored  each  other's  gifts, 
and  alway.s  entertained  a  sacred  regard  for 
each  other's  reputation,  in  honor  preferring 
one  another,  they  would  indeed  be  one  a» 
the  Father  and  the  Son  are  one. 

The  second  section  added  relates  to  pas- 
toral work,  and   reads  as  follows ; 

Qufs.  How  can  we  further  aasist  those 
under  our  care? 

Ans.  By  instructing  them  at  their  own 
houses,  which  is  neciessary  to  promote  coii- 
fidenec  and  communion  with  Qod  among  us, 
to  wean  U8  from  tho  love  of  the  world, 
and  to  inure  us  to  a  life  of  heavenly*mind- 
tidnesa;   alao,  to  encourage  us  to  strive  after 
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'and  pradice  brotherly  love,  that  no  evil 
thinking  or  judging  of  one  another  be  found 
among  us;  and  luslty,  that  we  may  learn 
to  do  as  we  would  wish   to  bo  done  by. 

2.  Every  preacher  should  make  It  his 
duty  to  instruct  the  people  on  every  occa* 
aion,  both  public  and  private;  and  exhort 
thorn  to  be  diligent  in  all  good  works  and 
doctrine.  Until  thU  be  done,  and  that  in 
sincerity,  we  shall,  upon  the  whole,  be  of 
but  little  use,  and  our  good  shall  be  evil 
upoken  of;  therefore,  wherever  we  m:iy  be, 
we  should  guard  against  useless  and  idle 
conversation. 

Undoubtedly  this  private  application  of 
visiting  from  house  to  house,  and  exhorting 
the  people,  is  found  or  implied  in  these  sol- 
emn words  of  the  Apostle : 

"I  charge  thee,  therefore,  before  God  and 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  shall  judgo  the 
quick  and  the  dead  at  his  appearing  and 
bis  kingdom:  preach  the  word;  bo  instant 
in  season,  out  of  season ;  reprove,  rebuke, 
e-ihort,  with  all  long  suffering  and  doctrine.'' 
2  Tim.  iv.:  1,  2. 

The  third  new  section  is  supplementary 
to  the  preceding,  and  relates  to  the  instruc- 
tion of  children  t 
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"What  shall  be  done  to  benefit  the  rising 
generation  ? 

"Let  him  who  is  in  any  way  zealous  for 
God,  and  the  souls  of  men,  begin  the  work 
immediately.  Wherever  children  are  found, 
meet  them,  an  often  aa  poe^slble;  speak  freely 
with  them,  and  instruct  them  diligently; 
exhort  them  to  bo  good,  and  pray  with  them 
earnestly,  yet  simply  and  plainly,  that  they 
may  learn  to  know  their  Creator  and  Re- 
deemer in  the  days  of  their  youth." 

The  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  odd^  sections 
contain  forms  for  the  ordination  of  elders 
and  superintendents,  and  for  the  solemnizap 
tion  of  marriage.  The  ordination  of  bishops 
waa  an  innovation  at  variance  with  a  well- 
established  principle  of  the  church.  Hence, 
in  IS'25  the  practice  was  condemned,  and 
the  form  swept  from  the  discipline.  This 
was  wise  and  timely. 

One  new  conference  was  formed,  and  called 
the  Muskingum.  It  embraced  a  small  por- 
tion of  western  Ponnsylvania,  including 
Westmoreland  and  Washington  counties,  and 
that  |>art  of  Ohio  which  lies  east  and  nortli 
of  the  Muskingum  river.  The  territory  Is 
a  good  one ;  but,  at  that  period,  it  embraced 
only  iL  few  feeble  churches, — uo  vircuita,  no 
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itinerants.  And  less  than  a  dozen  local 
preachers. 

Chrifltian  Xewoomer  and  Andrew  Teller 
were   re-elected   superintendents. 

It  was  voted  that  one  hundred  copies  of 
*he  discipline  sliould  be  printed  in  the  En- 
glish language. 
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CHAPTEK  IV. 


SUMK  OK  TH£  HUNKERS — Bt;.M;DU]d.  ZKLLKK, 
SPAYTH.  KITHLKR,  TROY£K,  EVINUKB,  SMALTZ, 
CRAMI^K. 

To  thoeo  Clu-istian  ministers  who,  in  the 
begtoiiing  of  tlie  century,  left  their  comfort- 
able lioiiicii  In  the  I'^ost,  and,  on  the  lirat 
tide  of  emigratioij,  moved  westvvaixl,  that 
they  iitight  estiiblish  churches,  and  feed  thi- 
sheep  of  Christ  in  the  MJlderness,  we  all 
owe  a  large  debt  of  gratitude.  Among  the 
earliest  and  most  efficient  of  these  pioneers 
in  the  United  Brethren  church,  were  George 
Beucdum  und  Andrew  Zcllcr.  Scarcely  had 
Ohio  bccumu  u  State,  when  these  devoted 
scTvantti  of  God  bade  farewell  to  their  breth- 
ren in  Pennsylvania,  and,  taking  with  them 
their  wives  and  children,  removed  to  what 
was  then  regarded  as  the  "far  west."  Mr. 
Benedom  settled  in  Fairfield,  and  Mr.  Zel- 
ler  in  Montgomery  county,  Ohio;  and,  prob- 
ably,  to  no  two   men  ia  the  church  in   the 
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West,  aiul  es[H;cnul]^'  in  the  Miami  and  Scioto 
conference*,  so  much  indebted  for  its  early 
.ind  rapid  srmwfh.  and  present  strengtli  and 
pr<«sj»<Tit_v. 

GEoKr.K  BESKmrM,  who  was  among  the 
enrlicr  fruit*  of  tJic  revival  of  religion  in 
Penm<ylvania,  was  admitted  into  the  confer- 
ence In  17fM,  in  the  20th  year  of  his  age. 
He  wjis  present  at  the  did  conference,  in 
1804,  after  which  time  hi»  name  disftp|>ear8 
from  the  journal.  The  precise  date  of  his' 
removal  to  the  west  has  not  been  obtained, 
but  it  rau.'it  have  been  as  early  as  1906 ; 
«nd  it  h  certain  that  he  was  one  of  the 
first  Uniterl  Urethreii  evangelist.'*  in  Ohif. 
Immediately  after  his  settlement  in  the 
3cio<to  Valley,  he  lifted  up  the  standard  of 
the  en*s)»,  around  which  many  of  the  early 
settlens  were  pei-suaded  to  rally.  Amongst 
those  who  were  won  to  Christ,  during  the 
earlier  years  of  his  labors  in  the  west,  we 
find  the  names  of  several  who  afterward 
tveanie  useful  ministers.  Of  these  it  will 
tw  sufficient  to  name  D.  Mechlin,  l^ewif 
Oramcr,  John  Smalt?.,  and  bishop  Samuel 
Hief^titnd.  He  aiisisted  in  the  organir^tion 
iff  the  Miami  crmferenee,  in    1810,   and  was 
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a  meintwr  of  the  Ki^t.  third,  fifth,  and  sixttt 
general  coiiferenws. 

"Mr.  Uuiiedum*  possessed  first  rate  nat- 
ural eii(l(i>Mnent8.  His  upprehension  was 
quick,  judgment  accurate,  imagination  fertile: 
and,  though  no  one  had  a  nicer  diBcriniina- 
tion  of  the  excellencies  or  defects  of  a  peN 
formaiice,  yet  his  ditTidenee,  and  the  t^^udei^ 
ness  of  hia  heart,  generally  repressed  the 
utterance  of  a  critici.sm.  He  knew  no  lux- 
ury so  great  as  the  reading  of  the  Rible. 
Aa  often  as  I  have  boon  at  his  house,  1 
never  saw  him  read  any  other  book.  He 
was  a  man  of  one  book.  When  at  meetings, 
although  other  Ixmks  might  He  before  him 
on  the  table,  he  would  take  out  his  Btblo 
and  pore  over  its  sacred  pages.  He  received 
the  Bihle  as  a  dirtn-l  revelation.  Other  l>ook» 
might  contain  truth,  but  it  comes  second 
hand.  In  other  books  the  water  may  be 
roiled;  in  the  Uible  it  is  always  clear;  or, 
to  chanpt  the  figure,  we  find,  in  the  Racred 
volume,  the  clean  grain,  without  che!*s  or, 
ohafT. 

"Aa   a   t«ach«r  of  the   young.   Mr.   iJene- 

•  Tbit  skskb  ix  frou  ibc  pen  of  Bimor  RvuL,  wbo  mu  lonf  Hr. 
BtMdua'*  iuUniM*  frinnd. 
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^um  v»t*  niiiti  mill  g«iiiHl  a»  (he  ray.'?  of  a 
spring  >*uu,  ^et  \w  did  uvX  luck  tlriuneat. 
Aa  a  helpiT  to  young  preachen?,  none 
aurpaysed  him.  He  beard  their  prayers  and 
discoursei^  with  Ujndeniess;  his  countenance 
beamed  with  pleasuit;  when  he  diacoverea 
indicutiuns  of  talent  and  of  improvement; 
ho  was  alow  to  reprove,  ready  to  enoourage, 
and  kept  before  their  minds  the  importance 
of  personal  religion,  and  dependence  on  God. 

"As  a  minister,  Mr.  Benedum  was  a 
scribe  well  instructed  in  the  kingdom  of 
God ;  and,  like  a  householder,  he  brought 
forth  out  of  his  treasure  things  new  and  old. 
He  had,  as  uiay  be  inferred  fhom  what  has 
been  said,  a  va»t  fund  of  Scriptural  and 
eiperimcntal  knowledge.  Few  furnished,  in 
their  sermons,  ho  great  a  ^-ariety  of  impor- 
tant truths.  The  principles  he  taught  were 
those  he  himi^Mf  had  learned  from  the  word 
'of  God. 

"I   imagine   1  see  him   now  standing   be- 
fore his  audience,  having    his   Bible  on  th 
^palm   of  his  hand,  and  with  Uie  other  bear- 
tag  on  it.  and  that   I   hear  his  clear,  shrill 
voice,  as  he  cries, — 

"'Bretlu-en,  I  exult  in  the  word  of  God!' 
He  did  not  always  harp  upon  two  or  thret 
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topics,  or,  lik<->  some  riiis-cHlucatod  men,  gc^', 
arouDtl  throuirh  the  field  of  Gospel  tnith 
like  a  Iior^^o  in  a  tread-mill.  He  employed, 
in  hii*  prcuching,  l>oth  the  expository  and 
topical  method*.  His  manner,  in  the  pulpit 
and  out  of  it,  was  grave  and  becoming. 
He  was  ma-stop  of  the  German  language, 
and  wju*  never  at  a  loss  for  the  proper 
word. 

"I  eould  not  remain  in  hi&  company  with- 
out ro:dizinj:^  something  of  the  innocence  and 
purity  of  the  paradisiacal  state.  I  have 
heard  uwny  pray,  but  never  one  like  father 
Boneduni. 

"  I  was  present  when  he  fbrmed  the  6rst 
regular  class  on  Pleasant  Bun,  in  1818. 
His  invitation  for  members  so  captivated  the 
people,  that  they  pressed  around  him  in 
crowd'*,  giviu^  him  their  hands,  weeping 
and  shouting.  At  a  camp-meeting  on  Pleas- 
ant Uun,  I  heard  bim  preach  a  sermon  1h-- 
(ore  the  sacrament,  on  Isaiah  liii. :  12:  and 
such  mis  the  profundity  of  thought,  and , 
such  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the 
sermon,  that  it  seemed  to  me  that  heaven 
and  earth  were  coming  together!" 

Bishop  Edwartls  remarked  to  the  writ«r 
that,    although    he    couhl    not    understand   a 
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sentence  of  the  German  laiiguiige.  yet 
he  always  became  happy  under  his  preach- 
ing, iic'  traveI(Ml  and  preached  much,  re> 
coiving  but  a  trifling  pecuniary  itjnnidera- 
tion;  and  when  death  came,  od  the  27th  of 
March,  1837,  he  met  it  with  a  sinilc.  His 
exit  vm  happy.  The  light  of  his  life  «hone 
ufldinimod  to  the  last.  He  died  in  his  72d 
year,  alVsr  having  preached  forty-throe  years. 
Hia  body  sleeps  at  Bnltimore,  Fairfield  troun- 
ty,  Ohio. 

Andukw  Xkllkk  cDtcrcd  into  the  service 
of  Ood  about  the  year  1790.  As  early  an 
1806  he  settled  in  the  Miami  Valley,  near 
Genimiitown,  Montgomery  county,  where  he 
immeiliately  begnn  to  build  up  the  kingilom 
of  Christ.  Ho  aj-Mii5tt'il  in  oi^iuiizing  the 
first  couferuuee  in  Ohio ;  served  several  years 
as  pifsiding  elder;  was  a  delegate  to  the 
first  general  conference,  in  1816,  where  be 
was  elected  bishop,  which  office  he  filled, 
with  entire  aoceptabilJty,  for  a  period  of  sii 
years.  His  goo<l  sense,  deep  piety,  and  lit*-- 
ermlity,  contributed  greatly  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  cause  of  Christ,  especially  in  the 
Miami  Valley,  where  his  influence  will  be 
perpetuated  to  the  end  of  time. 

Biahup  Zeller,  lu    he   appeared   at    four^ 
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acore,  la  detwrilKMl  :i.<>  h  littte  alx»vc  Uic 
diuui  liiglit.  aiul  rumarkably  straight; 
hair  nkitc,  Hm),  on  the  top  of  h'vs  liead, 
thin ;  eyva  grey  and  full>  and  skin  very 
fair.  To  the  lost  year  of  his  life  he  walked 
perfectly  erect,  and  with  a  quick  and  meas- 
ured stop. 

Aj9  a  preacher,  he  was  mild,  plain,  and 
evangelical ;  and  this  much  may  be  diiid  of 
many  other  men  j  but  of  Mr.  ZcUcr  ii  must 
be  added,  that  his  life  was  a  sermon.  There 
-was  3omethtRt<  in  the  expression  of  hU  4:oun- 
tenance  which  sometimes  sent  conviction  to 
the  sinner's  heart  As  an  ilhistration  of  the 
hallowed  personal  influence  that  attended 
him,  and  expitisatxl  itself  often  wbon  he  was 
sUeDt,  Mr.  S[>ayth  relates  an  anecdote,  which 
came  under   his  own  observation: 

''\Miilt'  on  his  ofticial  tour  in  1815,  he 
had  lo  have  a  small  piece  of  work  done,  in 

the  town   of   M .      The  mechanic  was  » 

-worthy  man,  but  would  attend  no  church, 
nor  hear  preaching.  While  doing  the  work, 
lie  cAst  a  lieedless  look  at  brother  >^eller, 
who  stood  not  far  away,  with  his  hands 
folded  before  him.  The  man  looked  the  seo- 
ODd  and  tlie  third  time,  but  with  fi-clings 
which  had  Wgiin   to  steal  on  him  for  which 
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be  c^'iilJ  not  ncoount.  Another  look,  and  an 
arro^^  ^liot  tbrough  his  breudt.  From  that 
moment  he  had  no  rest  (the  stranger  stood 
ever  before  him,  with  folded  hands,  and,  as 
he  thought,  praying  to  Ood  for  his  poor 
soul),  till  Ood  spoke  peace  to  him.  Thai 
nuuL  has,  c?cr  since,  been  a  consistent  Chris- 
tian. How  many  splendid  sermons  are 
preached  which  are  followed  by  no  convcr- 
eiona." 

"What  a  contrast/'  adds  Mr.  Spayth, 
"between  what  men  call  great  preachers, 
and  those  God  approves.  One  hears  the 
echo  of  applause;  the  other  is  followed  by 
A  train  of  happy  soiila  bound  to  meet  him 
in  lieaven.  We  now  see  through  a  glass, 
darkly;  fleeting  visions  pass  before  and 
around  us,  which  will  prove  happy  realities 
vhen  the  vail  shall  be  lifted,  and  we  shall 
nee  the  saints  who  are  the  juy  and  diadem 
of  the  true  minister,  reflecting  the  light  of 
Jesus  Christ." 

This  venerable  bishop  and  pioneer  evan- 
gelist died  on  the  26th  of  May,  1839,  in 
the  84th  year  of  his  age.  The  Miami  con- 
ference, which  had  held  a  number  of  its 
earlier  annual  meetings  at  his  house,  was  in 
session  at  Germantownj  at  the  time  of  his 
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decease.  Tu  his  brethren  who  visit«>d  him 
he  expressed  a  great  longing  for  tiio  heav- 
enly stAtc.  When  the  hand  of  death  was 
upon  him,  he  was  asked  if  he  thought  his 
lust  hour  had  come.  lie  replied,  with  evi- 
deut  pleasure — "I  hope  so;"  and  then  he 
folded  his  arms,  and,  n'ithout  a  struggle, 
talmly  fell  asleep  In  Jesus.  Ilow  sweet  to 
die,  after  half  a  century  of  unremitting 
devotion  to  the  Lord's  cause. 

In  the  year  181 2,  at  the  conference  which 
met  at  the  Antietum,  the  name  of  IIbxrt 
G.  Spaeth  first  appears  ujion  the  minutes; 
and  he  was  that  year  received  into  the  itin- 
eracy, and  directeti  to  spend  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  in  Virginia,  In  1813  he  was 
appointed  to  a  circuit  in  Maryland.  In 
1814  he  received  "  license  to  ha|>tize,  to  sol- 
emnize marriage,  and  to  aJisist  in  adminis- 
tering the  Lord's  Supper;"  and  was  placed 
on  the  Rockingham  circuit,  now  within  the 
bounds  of  the   Virginia  conference. 

About  the  year  I8I5,  he  removed  to  Mt. 
ricjisant,  Pa.,  where,  for  the  want  of  an  ade- 
quate salary,  he  supported  his  family,  in 
parts  by  teaching  school.  He  stood  high,  at 
that  early  ptTiod,  in  the  esti«m  of  his  breth- 
ren, and   wa.-  .-^ent   to  the  first  general  con* 


Terence,  !u  wlik-li  body  he  oxortcd  an  iropor* 
tant  influeiicf.  At  the  mvmunl  when  a  rup- 
ture in  that  hotly  seumud  inevitable,  and  the 
powers  of  darkness  were  ready  to  sliout  a 
victory,  Mr.  S.  aruae  and  delivered  an  ad- 
dress, which,  with  the  prayer-meetinj,'  that 
followed,  resulted  in  a  complete  restoration 
of  good  feeling,  and  a  naoat  happy  termin- 
ation of  the  difficulties.* 

He  was  also  a  member  of  the  ^'cond, 
(burth,  sixth,  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth  gen- 
eral conferences.  Ilcing  a  man  of  discrim- 
inating intellect  and  strong  will,  and  pos- 
sessing superior  tact  as  a  speaker  and  writer, 
he  exerted,  in  all  those  conferences,  a  very 
considerable  iuflueace.  Perhaps  few  men  did 
more  to  shape  the  polity  of  the  church  from 
ISlo   to  1845 — a  period  of  thirty  years 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Muskingum  ocm- 
ference  in  its  infancy,  and,  as  early  us  1821, 
served  in  it  jis  a  presiding  elder.  As  there 
were  few  itinerant  laborers  in  the  confer- 
ence, the  work  of  the  ministry  devolving 
mainly  upon  those  who  are  now  regarded 
as  local  preachers,  his  duties  as  a  presiding 


•  Tlii"  f»M  <•»■  pren  to  tho  wriua  bjr  an  igod  laymu  li  Pmui- 
tlfanU. 
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elder  reqairod    frequent  and    long  journeys, 
and  much  stiver«  labor. 

llouioving  l4>  Tiffin,  Ohio,  alwut  the  time 
the  Siindu^^kj  conference  was  organized,  he 
became  identified  with  that  hody,  and  has 
ever  since  remained  a  respected  and  active 
member.  The  general  conference  of  1845 
appuintod  him  diairmau  of  a  committee, 
George  Hiskey  and  William  Hanby  being 
the  other  members,  to  revise  the  hymn- 
book  of  tiie  church.  The  book  prepared 
give*  evidence  of  excellent  taste  in  the  com- 
pilers; and,  had  they  not  been  required  to 
prepare  a  small  book,  it  is  not  probable 
that  the  work  would  ^■e^y  soon  have  been 
superceded. 

At  the  general  conference  of  1841,  it  wj 
reaoU-ed  "  that  our  aged  fathers,  J.  Uofiinan,^ 
John  nildt,  D.  Troyer,  A.  Hiestand,  J. 
Baulus,  H.  G.  Spayth,  J.  Neiding,  C.  Hep. 
shey  of  Pa.,  J.  Yordy,  G.  Guethiog,  W. 
Ambrose,  J.  Jlershev  of  Md.,  B.  Lawman, 
C.  Smith,  J.  Dehoff,  H.  Kumler,  J.  Sneidcr, 
V.  Daub,  and  H.  Ow,  be  requested  to  fur- 
nish, to  a  committee,  all  the  facts  in  their 
possession  in  relation  to  the  rise,  etc.,  uf 
the  United  Brethren  in  Christ  in  America." 
It  was  further  agreed  that  C.  Smith,  J.  Erb, 
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and  J.  Russcl,  be  a  committee  to  nveive 
the  iiiaterialB  furnished,  and  prepare  a  his- 
tory  of  tho  churdi  for  publication.  The  hia- 
toiy  did  not  appear.  Nothing,  in  fact,  was 
done  toward  it;  and,  at  the  general  oonfer- 
«nce  of  1845,  the  subject  came  up  again, 
when  Mr.  Spayth  was  appointed  to  prepare 
the  dceired  work  for  publication.  The  task, 
which  was  by  no  meana  an  easy  one,  was 
not  completed  until  1861. 

In  this  work  Mr.  Spayth's  beat  qualities 
of  head  and  heart  are  displayed.  He  ex- 
hibits a  discriminating  knowledge  of  the 
CEauscti  which  led  to  the  rise  of  the  church, 
and  of  the  venerable  men  who,  as  the  agents 
of  the  Lord,  laid  its  foundation,  and,  for  a 
long  series  of  years,  built  thereon  the  gold, 
the  silver,  and  the   precious  stones.  , 

As  a  preacher,  Mr.  S,  is  always  inslrufft- 
ive  to  the  cultivated  hearer ;  but  ho  gen- 
erally fails  to  interest  the  masses,  in  a  few 
instances,  however,  he  has  been  known  to 
move  large  congregations  as  tho  storm-swepi 
forest  iH  moved.  In  one  of  these  happy 
moods  he  preached  at  KiiuU'rlin't*  in  1843; 
—Text:— "What  is  man,  that  thou  art 
mindful  of  him,  and  the  8on  of  Man,  that 
thou  visitest  him."  Those  who  heard  him 
Vol.  II.-6. 


then  will  alw^j-s  remember  the  ocTAsion  As 
(fite  of  the  happiest  of  their  lives.  Many 
years  since,  he  pi'-eached  under  the  influence 
of  this  divine  nifflatiis  near  Fremont,  Ohio. 
Text.  "My  doctrine  shall  drop  as  the  rain; 
my  speech  shall  diatil  as  the  de'w, — as  the 
small  rain  upon  tlte  tender  herb. — as  the 
showers  upon  the  grass." — Deut.  xixii.:  2. 
Years  afterward,  when  the  writer  traveled 
in  that  section  of  ffie  country,  he  heard  thin 
sermon  referred  lo  as  one  of  remarkable 
beauty  and  power. 

After  a  service  in  the  ministrj'  of  half  a 
century,  Mr.  Spayth  preserves  the  full  force 
of  his  intellect,  walks  erect,  takes  an  active 
part  in  the  business  of  the  conforenco  to 
which  he  belongs,  and  maintains  a  lively  in- 
terest in  the  church,  and  in  the  cause  of 
the  Redeemer  in  the  world. 

We  will  now  introduce  to  the  reader  a 
name  which  is  as  ointment  poured  forth, 
wherever  the  United  Brethren  in  Clirist  are 
jknown.  We  refer  to  Hekbt  Kumleb,  sen.* 
l^r.  Kumler's  ancestors  were  fruin  Switzer- 
land. He  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Janu- 
arv  3d.   1775.      His  convictions  for  sin  date 
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back  to  hU  sexentli  year.  After  [jussing 
ihrougb  the  usual  catecheticAl  course,  he 
was  received  int4>  the  Gcrmtin  Reformed 
church,  ill  Grocncastle,  Pa.  A  Urge  (><>rUon 
of  his  exporionoe  must  be  giToa  iu  his  own 
wonla.  *'I  bDcame  more  careless,"  he  writes, 
■■until  the  year  1811,  whea  I  was  iu  my 
barn  QUO  day,  and  the  Spirit  of  God  entered 
aiy  hesrt.  With  great  aatoiiishmeiil  I  luok- 
«1  upon  my  youthful  days,  knowing  thai 
Uod  had  often  oulled  me,  and  tJiat  I  had 
j  uat  aa  oft«n  promised  to  live  for  hiui. 
VS'ith  t«urs  I  cried  out  '  0  my  (jiod,  how- 
good  ibou  art!'  The  comiMuuion  of  Gud  fill- 
ed me  frith  amazement.  Light  sprung  up 
ill  my  mind.  I  was  as  well  couviuced  that 
thU  wai<  the  laat  call,  an  I  could  have  been 
by  an  audible  voice.  •  *  My  distress  was 
great.  I  aband<mc<l  my  work,  and  nought 
a  Bocrct  place  to  pray.  1  was  dctormined 
never  to  cease  Uie  struggle  until  I  hud  ob- 
tained mercy.  1  passed  eleven  days  iu  this 
condition;  and  as  I  was  atone  in  my  baxn, 
at  prayer,  iu  the  evening,  my  heart  was  su 
filled  with  the  love  of  God  that  I  could  no 
longer  restrain  my.-iL'if.  I  ran  to  the  house, 
and  ai>oke  to  my  wiie  of  the  great  necessit)" 
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of  our   souts'   salvation.      That   evening  wo 
had  family  worship  for  the  first  time." 

Soon  after  Mr.  Kumler's  conversion,  he 
vas  the  moans  of  the  salvation  of  others; 
and,  the  news  being  spread  abroad,  somo 
United  Brethren  and  Evangelical  ministers 
visited  him,  and  preached  at  hts  house ;  not, 
however,  on  the  hours  of  public  worship 
in  the  German  Reformed  church,  to  which 
he  belonged.  This  fact,  together  with  the 
prayer  and  speakiftg  meetings  in  which  he 
participated,  excited  the  displeasure  of  his 
pastor,  and  "one  Sunday,"  says  Mr.  K.,  "he 
preached  a  sermon  for  me.  He  called  those 
people  who  pray  in  public  Pharisees,  and 
said  they  open  their  windows  so  that  the 
people  may  hear  them  pray.  His  gun  was 
well  charged,  mid  he  hurt  my  feelings  vcr^* 
much.  His  drunken,  card-playing,  gambling, 
and  dancing  hearers,  were  very  much  pleased 
with  the  discourse,  and  laughed,  looking  ot 
me;  and,  as  the  congregation  retired,  one  of 
this  class  hunched  inc,  and  asked  if  I  knew 
for  whom  the  sermon  was  preached,  I  made 
no  reply,  but  went  home  and  ^rrote  the  min- 
ister a  letter,  in  which  I  informed  him  that 
I  coiild  get  no  sense  out  of  his  sermon;  thM 
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■  Iko  knew  tlic  8cnptui*c3  better  than  I,  ainco 
H  1  wud  uiily  Hit  igiiuruiit  lUriuer ;  aud  tliitt  Im 
I  had,  doubtlesi^.  read  where  Christ  oomiuands 
UB  to  let  our  light  shine,  and  not  hide  it 
UDder  H  bimhcl ;  ulso,  the  passage  in  David, 
'Come  and  bear,  oil  }*o  that  fear  the  Lord, 
and  I  will  declare  what  he  hath  done  for 
my  soul."  •  *  Finally,  I  gave  him  a  re- 
ceipt bow  to  keep  his  members,  which  was 
to  thia  eifect, — that  he  should  take  away 
every  prup,  and  givu  them  no  rest  until, 
like  Mary,  they  were  found  at  Jesus'  feet 
When  he  read  tlie  letter,  he  first  made  an 
ioaulting  remark,  but,  u]>on  further  reflec- 
tion, sent  for  me  to  visit  him  immediately. 
I  went;  and,  «**  I  entered  the  room,  he 
•aid — 

"  Never  in  your  life  undertake  to  write  to 
a  preacher  again." 

*■  Why  not  ?" 

"  Because  when  you  only  say  u  thing,  and 
find  that  you  are  cornered,  then  you  can 
My,  I  did  not  mean  so,  and  you  can  con- 
strue  it  into  another  aha[>o." 

*'  What  I  have  written  I  have  written,*' 

This  conversation  took  place  while  I  was 
>tft  standing.  He  then  said,  drawirijf  the 
letter  out  of  bis  pocket, — 
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"WplI,  ct'ine  and  sit  down.  What  do- 
you  understand  by  letting  your  light  shine?" 

"  To  let  my  H;;ht  shine,  is  to  show  by 
my  life,  before  Ood  and  mnn,  that  I  am 
detonnined  to  lead  another  life." 

"Oh,  that  is  well  enough." 

"  But  I  believe  that  a  man  like  me,  who' 
has    aurh   a    large  titmily.  should   speak  to. 
and  exhort  his  family,  and  pray  with  them.' 

"  That  is   well  enough." 

"  Thero  was  a  man  living  with  me  in  my 
honae,  and  wc  lived  in  peace  together,  but 
not  as  Cliristiaus.  Tic  ia  now  moved,  and 
lives  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  here,  and  I 
had  no  rest  iiuUI  I  went  to  him.  t  staid 
over  night ;  sang  and  prayed  with  him  in 
the  evening  before  we  went  t«  bed,  and 
also  in  the  morning.  The  man  broke  out 
in  moaning  and  t-eara,  crying,  'God  have 
menry  on  me,  a  winner !' 

"Thatwaa  all  well  enough,"  said  my  min- 
ister, aa  he  roIle<t  up  the  letter  and  put 
it  in  hia  t>ocket 

"  Ygs,'  said  I,  '*God  be  praised.  I  went 
on  my  way  rejoicing;  and  whosoever  will 
may  call   it  hypocrisy  and  phariaaism." 

"The  sermon  T  preached  last  Sunday." 
said  he,   *'  I   Bhould  not  have  prc>aohed.  had 
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nub  i&as  tlmii  Llirci:  come  to  me  and  said. 
•  You  will  loso  Ktimler.'  " 

Thus  tiiiicd  the  interview,  aiul  Mr.  K.s 
uuDncetion  with  the  (i.  H.  ihurch.  The  young 
farmor,  sitting  ht'fore  tlic  learutxl  dirioc,  ex- 
plaining lu  biui  what  t8  nieant  by  luUing  the 
light  shine,  nflfords  a  luie  subject  for  the 
jiencil  of  the  artist. 

Soou  Mr.  K.  feit  it  his  duty  to  exhort  at 
the  prayer-mcetinjfs:  and,  in  1813,  he  was 
^received  intu  the  conference  at  Hagerstown, 
lAi  The  next  year  the  conference  was  held 
at  hU  house.  In  1815  he  was  a  delegate  to 
the  tirst  general  wmference  of  the  church.  In 
1816  he  hecanit*  an  itinerant,  and  tnneled 
in  A'irginia,  having  .t.  Dehoif  for  a  col- 
league. Ills  eirctiit  required  370  miles  travel 
eveiy  fonr  weeks.  In  1817  he  was  made 
presiding  older.  This  was  to  him  a  year  of 
I'xwiwivf  labor,  imd  great  bodily  and  mental 
affliction,  all  uf  which  (jod  so  sanc-tiAinl  to 
his  good,  that  he  was  enabled  by  graee  to 
take  a  higher  ^itnud,  itpiritually,  than  ever 
before.  During  these  years  of  itinerant  la- 
bor in  the  Kast  he  won  many  i^ouls  Ui 
ChritiL  In  1810  he  emigrated  to  Ohio,  and 
settled  in  the  ^liami  wuntrj*.  In  1825  he 
^a«  elected    biahup,   and  was    re-elected    in 
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1820,  1833.  laiT,  1^41.  During  the  firtt 
eight  VL^ars  of  hi:^  fUtKriiitondfiiry  he  noswd 
the  Allephanioj*  (not  by  rail-road)  eighteen 
times.  Mr.  Spayth,  who  wax  present  at  his 
first  election  to  the  superintcndency,  relstM| 
that  "the  thought  had  never  entered  bia 
mind,  and  no  suggestion  of  the  kind  had 
heen  inft<le  to  him  by  any  member  of  the 
general  conference.  "When  the  counting  of 
Uie  ballots  wua  commenced,  and  bis  name 
was  announcetl.  he  Rovered  his  face  with 
his  bands,  and  wopt ;  and  when  the  result 
was  pronoiinctil.  he  was  still  weeping  and 
trembling  with  emution.  A  pause  in  the 
business  of  cunforeneo  ensmni ;  hcadx  wore 
bowed.  faw»  worp  eovcrod ;  and  for  porhape 
ten   minut<w   no  one  presumed  to  flpeak." 

In  person,  bishop  Kumlor  was  neat  and 
comely.  Hih  rountonanee  was  open  and  pleas- 
ant, denoting  prejit  eheorfiilness  and  much 
thought.  His  mind  was  well  balanced.  Mild 
and  evoti  iti  liis  temper,  lie  yet  poase-tspd  suf- 
ficient tirniiicHf  to  render  him  prompt  and 
thorough-gi.ing  in  itll  that  ho  undertook.  His 
heart  «oonie<l  to  Iw  a  fountain  of  cheerfulness, 
and  his  conversation  w«:*  richly  spice*!  with 
little  pleasantries.  lli«  litHTality  is  not  easily 
excelled.     He  preached  with  ease  to  himself, 
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Knt  with  mxich  fcoliiif;.  i  ntersporaing  h\n  ser- 
mons with  incidents  thul  would  touch  the* 
heart  of  tlio  Iicsror.  almoat  before  he  was 
aware  of  it  *'With  him,"  says  Mr.  Spayth, 
"preaching  wft-«  an  agony  for  souls."  His 
manner  waf>  winning,  and  affectionate^  and 
although  he  preached  in  Qcrmao,  thoAC  who 
did  not  understand  his  worda  would  fre- 
quently be  jnelted  to  teara  under  hl«  dis- 
courses. 

On  Sabb«th  evening.  January  8th,  1864, 
after  a  brief  illness,  he  went  to  his  reward, 
aged  79,  having  served  the  T^rd  as  a  min- 
ister, fortr-one  vears.  Such  was  another  of 
the  men,  raised  up  by  the  Lord,  to  snpply 
the  vacancy  created  by  the  removal  of  Gueth- 
ing,  Boehm,  and  Otterbcin. 

Damei.  Troyrr,  who  deserves  a  high  place 
among  the  pioneers,  was  born  in  Maryland, 
in  1769.  When  yet  quite  a  young  man,  he 
heard  a  sermon  preached  by  Mr.  Newcomer, 
which  awakened  a  sufHciont  religious  interest 
in  his  mind  to  induce  him  to  attend  a  sacra- 
mental meeting  at  the  Antietam.  Mr.  Otter- 
bein  wa.s  at  the  meeting,  and  proachttl  an 
impressive  acrmon;  and  after  the  sacrament 
waa  administered,  Uc  invited  all  who  desired 
the  prayers  of  God'a  (xxtple,  to  come  forward 
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and  ^vo  ))im  their  liands.  Many  aros«  and 
went  forwanl,  weeping,  and  among  the  nuni- 
her  was  jouiig  Trover.  He  left  the  meet- 
ing a  dL>epl,v  <^mi'itied  sinner;  and,  roaching^ 
home,  went  to  the  barn  to  pray.  But,  as  he 
kneek'd  down,  and  began  to  pray,  he  imajrined 
that  he  lieani  the  ruof  of  the  barn  giving  way. 
and  that  it  was  just  ready  to  fal]  in  ami  crush 
him.  Leaving  the  bam  in  terror,  he  hastened 
to  the  grove,  where  he  fell  upon  his  knee^i 
at  the  root  of  a  great  tree,  and  wres!tle<l  in 
prayer  until  he  obtained  the  blessing.  He 
soon  began  tti  call  sinners  to  repentance,, 
and  as  early  as  1806,  emigrated  to  Ohio, 
and  settled  in  the  Miami  Valley,  lie  was  & 
member  of  the  Miami  conference,  at  its  or- 
ganization in  1810,  and,  in  1812,  willingly 
gave  liimKclf  up  to  travel  as  an  itinerant 
preacher.  The  saine  year  he  was  appointe<L 
by  the  Miami  conference  as  a  messengct 
to  the  Methodist  conference,  which  mot  in. 
Chilitxvthc.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first 
gencnil  ixiiiference,  where  he  made  a  favor- 
able impression  upon  the  minds  of  his  breth* 
ren.  A  wise  and  prudent  man,  and  a  faith- 
ful Cliristian,  his  tnflueoce  has  always  been 
wholfsuine.  "As  a  preacher,"  writes  Mr.  G. 
Bonebruke,   he    -was,  in  his  earlier  years,  & 
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man  of  power.  lit*  had  a  ver>  strong  voice, 
and  grcst  /*»! ;  ami  at  largu  meetings,  when  it 
became  necessarv  to  divide  the  cwugregation, 
the  jKjopIe  would  generally  ask,  'MTicre  will 
Bro.  Trover  preach?'  And  on  such  occasions 
he  always  had  his  full  share  of  the  hearers." 
Fathers  Troyer  and  Spayth  are  the  only  sur- 
vivhig  membtTs  of  the  first  general  conference. 
H£>Ky  EviNOER  was  one  of  the  ftrst  itin< 
erant  preachers  in  Ohio;  was  a  uiemher  of 
the  Miami  conference  at  Its  oi^nization; 
and,  in  1812,  became  an  itinerant.  That 
year  he  ti-a^-eled  Twin  creek  circuit,  Thomas 
Winter  being  his  colleague.  They  reported, 
at  the  conference  in  1813,  forty-seven  ap- 
point iiients,  and  Mr.  Evinger's  .salary  was 
$53  51^.  During  the  year  1814.  in  mnneo- 
tion  with  Mr.  Winter,  he  compile*!  a  Gei^ 
man  hymn-book,  which  was  laid  before  the 
Miami  conference;  but  action  in  regard  to 
its  publication  waa  deferred  until  after  th& 
general  confercnt^,  then  near  at  hand,  should 
meet.  As  Mr.  Winter  withdrew  from  the 
church  before  the  book  was  printed,  the 
task  of  completing  it  devolved  wholly  uiwn 
Mr.  Evinger.  It  was  published  in  181S. 
Mr.  E.  was  a  member  of  the  third  gen- 
eral uonference.    He  died  iu  llliuoia. 
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Dkwalt  Mkchli.s  was  also  a  incinlcr  of 
the  &nt  aQUual  cutifurcuce  id  Ohio.  He 
was  not  an  itinerant  preacher, — not  a  great 
preacher,  but  a  remurkahly  zealous  man; 
and  for  many  years  his  house  waa  a  rallying 
point  for  the  cbtirch. 

"He  stood  as  a  faithful  minister  of  the 
church  for  many  years.  His  peculiar  g^ 
was  exhortation — scarcely  ever  did  he  Uike  a 
text.  We  have  often  heard  him  say  that  if 
bo  hod  any  gift  it  was  in  exhortation.  It 
is  due  to  the  memory  of  this  good  mun  to 
say  that  he  was,  under  God,  a  groat  blessing 
ti>  the  church — having  labored  and  triivelod 
much,  without  any  iK-cuuiary  reward  what- 
ever. 

"Father  Mechlin  departed  this  lift-  July 
.SOth,  1838,  ut  the  going  down  of  llir  sun. 
He  had  been  assisting  his  children,  tlmmgh 
the  course  of  the  day,  in  making  hay.  He 
ate  breakfast,  dinner,  and  supper,  in  usual 
health.  After  supper  he  went  to  his  meadow, 
and  while  in  the  act  of  raking  he  fell  an  the 
mown  grass  before  the  scythe,  and  imme- 
diately expired."*  He  was  a  member  of  the 
general  conference  of  1825. 

John  Buat.tz  entered  the  ministry  in  I8J.2, 

•  V.  Utnt>x.  HU<tt»7  V.  It.  la  ChrUi,  p.  SH. 
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and,  for  a  perio*I  of  ttiirty-flve  years,  laborc<l 
faithful!}'  in  winning  souls.  He  preached  tn 
the  German  language  only.  His  zeal  abated 
not  in  the  least  as  old  age  crept  upon 
him;  and  his  sermons  and  exhortations,  after 
he  Lad  reached  his  three-score  years,  were 
fuH  (;1*  unction  and  power.  His  life  yina  an 
argument  for  Chris^tianit}-,  which  no  sTiepti- 
ctsm  could  gainsay.  He,  like  many  of  the 
curly  German  ministers,  imitated  Abraham's 
ht>spitality.  On  the  Ist  of  July,  1847,  and 
in  the  71st  year  of  his  age,  he  died  at  his 
residence  in  Fairfield  Co.,  0. 

L.  Cramer  deserves  a  place  among  the 
Oernian  fathers  who  laid  Iho  foundations  of 
the  church  in  Ohio.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  IJrst  conference  in  the  weat;  also  of  the 
general  conference  of  1821.  "He  labored 
thirty-five  years  in  the  ministry,  na  oppor- 
tunity served.  Like  many  of  the  German 
fathers,  he  labored  and  traveled  much,  with- 
out pecuniary  reward  for  his  services.  The 
Lord  blessed  him  with  a  goodly  share  of 
worldly  goods,  and  he  proved  himself  a  faith- 
ful steward.  Notwithstanding  he  labored  free 
of  charge,  he  was  always  ready  with  his 
means,  to  assist  the  poor  and.  needy.  His 
bouse   always  proved  a  home  to   the  way* 
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pagrim."*    He  died    SeptemVr   I7lh, 


Associated  with  these,  and  other  pioneer 
uinUters,  were  pioneer  laymen,  — brcthreii 
and  <i$ters, — who  were  worthy  of  such  lead- 
<«ni.  Tt  is  not  possible  to  speak  of  them 
l«rtlcularly ;  but.  in  considering  the  rise  and 
|trogre»s  of  the  ehurcL,  the  fact  must  not 
be  overlooked,  that  ita  success,  under  God, 
af^er  all  that  may  bo  said  of  the  ministers, 
was  largely  owing  to  the  pious,  zcalouis,  Arm, 
and  large-hearted  laymen,  who  opened  thoir 
houses  and  barna  for  preaching,  spread  thoir 
tables  for  the  support  of  large  meetings,  and 
trained  up  children  who  love  the  Lord,  and 
the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  church. 

•   Vi.  Uuttj,  Kiiitiarr  Uoited  BratiiPHi  Cburch. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

TsONFERIiNCK  OK  1S18 — THK  HORNIKG  IIKKAkJ 
ISO — RE-INKORCEMENTS  OP  THE  MISISTBY — " 
BROWX,    KU»SKL.    UUBEB,    DEHOFF. 

Ik  the  year  1780  the  fir»t  regular  ronfrr- 
ence  was  held;  twenty  years  afterwonl  the 
Miami  wa»  organizeil,  and  in  1818  the  Mtt;*- 
kingum  held  iUs  fir»t  annual  session.  I^t  us 
glance  at  the  annual  conferences  of  1818. 

The  old  conference  was  attended  by  twen-' 
ty-nine  niiiiister*.  The  subject  of  the  great* 
eat  interest  which  ciimc  before  it,  related  lo 
the  extension  of  Christ's  kingdom  id  the  west. 
A  letter  from  the  west,  spreading  before  the 
cuiifercnoL*  the  vaat  6cld  inviting  evan^'lieul 
labor,  and  (lie  aacri6ces  and  poverty  <>f  the 
hdwrers.  stirred  tlio  missionary  fire  iii  the 
hearta  of  the  brethren;  and  they  resolved  lo 
iimke  public  efforts  to  raise  means  1«  aid 
the  eauf<e  in  Ohio  and  Indiana.  This  mis- 
sionary movement  was  not  withotit  valuable 
reaults.  From  the  year  1818  onward,  cod- 
iributious  flowed  from  the  cast  to  the  west; 
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»ot  in  lai^  sums,  it  is  true,  iiL^vt-rllioU-Mi 
they  kept  many  an  effioicnt  laborer  from 
.nbamloning  the  field. 

The  seeond  annual  eonferenoe  of  the  year, 
wns  the  Muskingum,  set  off  from  the  old 
eonfei*ence  the  year  before.  Its  territory  in- 
cluded all  that  part  of  Ohio  which  lies  east 
and  north  of  the  Muskingum  river,  and  a 
small  portion  of  western  Pennsyh'ania,  inohid- 
ing  the  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Wash- 
ington. At  the  organization  of  the  conference 
only  mx  ministers  residing  within  this  exten- 
sive ten-itory  were  present.  Their  names- 
follow :  Abraham  Forney,  Matthias  BortsBeld, 
Joseph  Gundy,  Christian  Knagi,  Jacob  Win- 
ter, and  John  Crum.  These  six  ministers, 
together  with  the  two  bishops,  and  J.  G. 
rfi-immer,  J.  A.  Lehman,  and  J.  Antrim,  as 
visitors,  met  at  Joseph  Naftzgar's,  in  Har- 
rison Ck>.,  O.,  June  Ist^  1818,  to  organise  the 
Muskingum  confbuenck. 

The  week  prior  to  the  coafcrence  a  camp- 
mcctiog  was  held  on  Mr.  Bortafield's  land, 
not  far  from  Mr.  Naftzgar's,  in  a  notice  of 
'which  bishop  Newcomer  says: 

"I  was  a&toniifhod  to  see  so  many  people, 
and  could  not  conceive  where,  in  thb  new 
country,  they  could  come  from.      The  grace 


"UNITED    BRETHBKN     IN    CHRIST.       97 

■of  God  wrought  powerfully  among  tho  peo- 
ple." The  reader  has  noticed,  no  doubt>  that 
the  United  Brethren  fathers  usually  went  in- 
to the  conference  room  fresh  from  the  labors 
and  the  joys  of  a  great  meeting. 

At  the  opening  of  the  conference,  bishop 
Newcomer  spoke  of  the  weighty  resjwnsi- 
bility  of  the  ministerial  office,  of  the  fall  and 
depravity  of  man,  and  of  the  necessity  of 
pardon,  and  of  tho  i'nowUdfft  of  pardon. 
"Brotherly  love,"  says  the  minutes,  "united 
the  hearts  of  tho  little  band,"  and  they  "re- 
solved  to  build  1h«  kiiigdom  of  Christ  under  tJte 
blessing  of  the  Lord"  What  better  or  more 
appropriate  resolution  could  have  been  adopts 
-ed  by  a  new  conference?  Not  to  build  up 
a  church,  merely;  to  obtain  a  name  and  a 
place  in  the  earth  did  thy  resolve;  but  to 
"build  tho  kingdom  of  Christ" 

It  is  a  sublime  spectacle  to  behold  Ihoso 
six  German  ministers,  without  patronage, 
with  little  education,  and  depending  almost 
wholly  on  the  products  of  their  little  farms 
in  the  woods  for  a  subsistence,  ''resolving 
to  build  the  kingdom  of  Clirist."  And  they 
did  builil,  and  God  owned  their  work! 
-The  third  and  remaining  conference  of  the 
jear,  the  Miami,  convened  at  Froy's,  in  War- 
VoL.  II.— 7. 
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ren  Co.,  Juno  16th.  Twcnty-ono  prcachere». 
including  the  two  bishops,  were  in  attend- 
ancc.  The  names  of  absent  members  do  not 
appear  in  the  minutes.  During  the  confer* 
encc,  A.  Shingledccker,  John  McOttry,  and 
one  or  two  other  English  prcaehcr;',  together 
with  several  German  prcjichcrs  and  exhort- 
crs,  were  receired  on  trial,  J.  Anlrini,  who, 
for  many  years,  waa  a  remarhubly  successful 
evangelist,  principnlly  In  English  communi- 
ties, also  receive<I  a  license  to  exhort.  Up 
to  this  time  the  itinerancy  in  this  conference 
had  beon  in  a  rery  imperfect  condition.  The 
year  preceding,  only  McNamar,  Lehman,  and 
Wheeler,  had  traveled,  and  the  sum  total 
which  each  received  on  hia  field  of  tabor, 
foots  up  thus:  McNamar,  5-56  00;  Lehman, 
$38  84;  Wheeler,  $30  00.  To  these  sums 
were  added,  aa  a  contribution  from  the  east, 
$46  60. 

It  may  be  well  to  apprise  the  reader  that 
we  are  approaching  the  dawn  of  a  bkiohter 
DAY,  in  the  history  of  the  United  Brethren 
church.  True,  there  never  was  a  j'ear,  from 
ttie  conversion  of  Mr.  Ottetbein,  to  1830, 
when  the  labors  of  the  German  fathera  were 
not  crowned  with  the  eonversion  of  numer- 
oii)f  souls;   yet,  from  enuses  already  noticed, 
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Dot  only  wns  no  progress  made  in  numbers 
from  1810  to  1820,  but,  u^doubteiNy,  there 
was  a  retrocession.  Some  of  these  adverse 
causes  began  to  exert  a  lesa  potent  influence 
after  tho  first  general  conference;  but  it  was 
not  until  about  the  year  1820,  or  1821,  that 
it  becumc  evident  that  the  church  was  rising 
above  them  all,  and,  under  tho  smiles  of 
heaven,  entering  again  upon  a  cnreer  of  pros- 
perity. ...i-.r 

It  has  already  been  noticed  that  one  of  the 
jnost    pressing  wants  of  tlic   cKtircb   during 
this  period,  was  an  efficient  ilincrant  minis- 
try,— and,  in  the  west  especially,  on  English^ 
speaking  itinerant  ministry.      Between   161d| 
and  1823,  (he  Lord  of  the  harvest  sent  forth 
A  class  of  laborers  who,   under  the  blessing , 
of  heaven,  and  in   conjunction   with   others^ 
already  in  the  work,   not  only  succcecled  in 
arresting   the   retrograde  movement,   but  in 
adding  largely  to  the  numbers  and  strength 
of  the  church.    To  a  few  of  these  recruits, 
the   reader  will  be   introduced  in  this  and 
in  the  succeeding  chapter. 

One  hundred  years  ago,  Michael  Brown 
emigrated  fmm  Alaace,  France,  to  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  settled  in  the  beautiful  valley  of 
the  Tulpehueken,  and,   with  his  wife,    waa 
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among  the  first  fra'its  at  the  revivnl  movo- 
meot,  under  the  joint  hibora  of  Otterbein  nnd 
Boebm.  In  1796,  a  grandson  of  this  Gei»- 
mnn  immigrant  was  born  in  Cumberland  Co., 
Pa,,  in  a  plaee  remote  from  any  evangoliRal 
diurch.  In  his  seventh  year,  this  little  boy- 
stood  by  the  bedside  of  hts  dying  grand- 
father. The  aged  patriarch,  surrounded  by 
his  children  and  grandchildren,  talked  and 
exhorted  till  the  place  hccamo  as  the  very 
gate  of  heaven;  and  as  the  old  man  died,  his 
hand  rested  upon  the  head  of  the  weeping 
grandchild  by  his  side;  and  fiy)m  that  hour 
thai  child's  heart  was  drawn  toward  God 
and  heaven.  Often,  on  Sunday  mominga,  he 
would  take  hia  Bible,  retire  to  some  solitary 
spot  in  the  bills,  and  spend  hours  in  reading; 
and  while  thus  employed,  bis  face  would  be 
wet  with  tears. 

There  were  ministers  and  church  membora 
in  the  neighborhood  where  this  boy's  parents 
resided,  but  they  were  of  the  kind  who  drank 
liquor,  led  careless  lives,  and  knew  little 
or  nothing  of  experimental  religion.  Occa- 
sionally, however,  George  Boncdum  and  Abra- 
ham Mayer  visited  the  Brown  family;  and 
tbose  visits  were  as  the  visits  of  angels,  not 
only  to  the  parents,  but  to  the  children;  and 
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especially  to  the  boy  whose  heart  had  seem- 
ed to  go  up  to  heaven  with  the  ii»cendiiig 
spirit  of  hia  grandfather.  During  the  confer- 
ence year,  which  included  portions  of  1811  &nd 
1812,  the  dovotfd  evangelist^  John  Oidor, 
frequently  visited  the  family,  and  while  hold- 
ing a  class-meeting  at  Mr.  B.>  house,  he  went 
to  the  youth,  already  noticed,  and  ttaid: 

"William,"  for  that  was  his  name,  "do  you 
lore  the  Savior  and  pray  to  him?" 

"I  often  try,"   ho  replied,   "but  God  will 
not  hear  me." 

From  that  time  young  Williimi  was  known, 
publicly,  as  a  seeker  of  religion ;  and  in  May 
1812,  at  a  big  meeting  at  Abraham  Mayer's^ 
barn,  near  Carlisle,  he  was  happily  convert- 
ed. "Now  heaven,"  to  use  his  own  language, 
"shone  all  around  me,  and  right  through  my 
heart.  I  was  happy,  day  and  night,  for 
months.  Often,  after  all  had  retirwl  at  night, 
would  I  walk  out,  look  up  into  the  starry 
heavens,  and  think  of  Jesuit  and  heaven,  un- 
til, before  I  was  aware  of  it,  1  would  be 
running,  with  outstrctchctl  arms,  praying  to*- 
Jesus  to  give  me  wings  to  flv  home  to 
glory." 

After  a  few  years  came  manhood,  the  call 
to  preach;  and,  in  1816,  his  lirat  license  wm 
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jrrantcd  at  a  conferRnce  helJ  :it  Daniel  Long's, 
fimiberlaiid  Cu.,  I'a.  Siicli  was  tlio  early 
butory  of  William  Buuwn,  one  ul'  the  moat 
efifectire  of  the  early  LliiieraJiU  in  llm  United 
Brethren  church.  In  1816  he  assisted  uther 
itiiieraut  mitnsLerii  uu  tbcii-  fields.  Jn  1617 
hti  was  placeil  on  Hagerstown  circuit.  .  In  1818 
-ly  hu  traveled  >'irginia  c-irciiit,  ivhit-U  iiiuUitl- 
ed  about  thirty  apjioiittiiieiits  »nd  reijuired 
300  miles  travel  every  lour  we^-ks.  During 
the^e  two  years  lie  had  ^uat  .s.U(-cc>ks,  and  the 
cau-e,  under  liia  labors,  was  gloriously  adr 
vanced,  lie  was  a  member  of  the  general 
oonferenee  in  IH:.'!,  and  in  1833  was  elected 
bishop,  whieh  ufiico  he  filled  acceptably  tor 
u  perimi  of  four  years. 

John  Kiss>:l,'  who  entered  the  uiinistry 
in  1818,  was  born  oii  Tipe  creek,  Mil.,  March 
18th,  1799.  His  ancestore  were  German. 
"His  grandfather  eame  to  this  country  in 
1756.  and  was  converted  soon  after  his  arrival, 
probably  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
jioravians;  and,  in  a  letter  to  a  brother 
..in  Europe,  he  wrote:  'Here  1  have  leanic4 
io  pray  for  the  pardon  of  xny  ains,  and  for 
a    pure  htart.   and   a   ri^'ht   junrit.     Oh,   how 

■  Thii  ■ki.-l^fa  in  )>nril;  nliriil^t'd  f:<ini  mi  aniclc  bj  Rav.  J.  Didc> 
um,  iu  tTiiity- MAgauuo.Vul.  Ill, ,  ^,  ,  . 
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1  have  longed  for  Jesus  to  redeem  me  fi-om 
my  trouble,  w)iu-h  God  has  granted  unto  me 
by  inward  experience."  His  parents  were 
pious.  Iji  hit)  younger  years  he  was  fidl  of 
his  prnnks,  fond  of  fun,  indulge<l  in  social 
gutborings,  and  soon  bcciime  a  fun-maker. 
The  buoyancy  of  his  youthful  propensities 
for  a  while  broke  through  all  i-eatraint,  till 
one  evening,  returning  from  a  youthful  gath- 
ering, to  which  he  had  gone  contrary  to 
the  wishes  of  his  parents,  his  mind  vas  so 
seized  with  remorse  tliat  he  hastened  horae, 
rushed  into  bis  mother's  room,  confesdc<l  his 
errors,  and  made  promise  of  amendment. 
His  determination  wttd  now  formed,  and  he 
continued  preying  h'm  suit  at  the  court  of 
hea\'en,  till  the  work  was  accomplished.  He 
became  a  new  man  in  Christ  Jesus."  *'I 
would  pray  as  well  as  1  know  how,"  said 
he,  relating  his  ex|KTience.  "I  would  some- 
times use  prayer-books,  until  at  length,  under 
an  apple  tree,  my  troubled  spirit  was  com- 
fortetl.  Gladness  so  filled  my  soul  that  1 
ran  to  my  mother,  telling  her  what  I  had 
obtained.  *  •  I  experienced  such  a  jiowcr 
1  thought  I  must  tell  every  body  how  good 
I   felt." 

The   conversion    of    young    Russel    led   to 
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happy  results  in  tho  neighborhood.     Praycr- 
mcctinga    were    started,   at  which   he  would 
read  the  Scripturea,  and  cihort;  and  many 
other  persona,  through  these  means,  were  oon*- 
verted.     A3  a  means  of  livelihood,   he  had, 
served  an   apprenticeship  to  blacksmithing.* 
His  master  leaving  the  neighborhood,  Mr. 
R.'s  father  bought  him  a  set  of  tools,  and  an 
old  colored  man  to  blow  and  strike,  and  put 
him  to  work.      It  soon  became  evident  that 
God  intended  him  for  the  ministry,     llis  ex- 
hortations  came  with  power;  sinners  quailed 
under  the  fervor  of  his  appeals,  and  his  la- 
bors in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  were  far- 
more  successful  than  those  of  the  smith'Shop. 
•    •     •     The  colored  man  was  set  free  (not 
sold),    the    shop    was    abandoned,    and   Mr. 
Russel,  then  in  his  nineteenth  year,  was  re- 
ceived   into    conference.      His     first   1  icense 
was  granted  at  Christian  Hershey's,  in  1818; 
and  he  was  taken   by  bishop   Newcomer  to 
Virginia,   and    placed    on    a    circuit.      "We 
had,"  he  writes,  "gtorious  times.    Bless  God, 
his  hand  bore  me  through."     His  next  circuit 
was  located  principally  in  Pennsylvania.     It» 

•  It  itt  a  liul,  ir<«tb  menliuniiiK  perhftfia.  thu  a\\  Itiu  prtMiit  wpar* 
InUndrma  of  ibc  UnlW  ]trM)in.'ii  tbureh,  Ico/imd  tradcl  in  ib«Ir 
juiilli.  liluubrrn iicr  wnt  a  filvcivmlih,  Edwudii  a  caidcr  tuul  fuUtf» 
baria  a  iDAcliinisI,  *ad  ItuMtl  ■  blkc.kkaiilb. 
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bonnJarics  are  described  as  follows:  ''Start- 
ing at  Ilagerstown,  Md.,  thence  to  Grecncas- 
tie,  Cbambcrsburg,  Carlisle,  SbLrcmanstowxi, 
Wormlejsburg,  up  the  Conodoguinet,  crossing 
the  mountain  at  Stcrret'u  Gap,  into  Sheiv 
man's  valley,  out  to  Finn's  ridge,  Buffalo  val- 
ley, Path  valley,  Turkey  valley,  Amberson'a 
Talley,  and  back  to  Hagerstowo,  what  is 
now  cuibrac-cd  in  nine  circuits  and  stations 
in  Pennsylvania  conicronce,  a  part  of  tbo 
Alleghany  conference,  and  a  small  portion 
of  Virginia  conference."  It  may  be  added, 
that  during  his  labors  on  this  circuit,  hia 
horse  broke  down,  and  rather  than  give  up 
the  work,  he  traveled  on  foot,  being  obliged 
sometimes  to  travel  all  night,  and  wade  tho 
streams,  in  order  to  reach  his  appointments. 
Moved  by  the  ]>resBing  calls  from  the  west 
for  ministerial  help,  in  May  1819  Mr.  Rus* 
sel  set  out  for  Ohio.  He  was  received  int* 
the  Miami  conference  the  same  year,  and 
placed  upon  Lancaster  circuit ;  and,  for  & 
period  of  eighteen  years,  he  was  intimately 
associated  with  the  cause  in  tho  wust.  la 
1829  he  was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  gen- 
eral conferonco.  In  1830  he  was  elected  pr& 
siding  elder,  which  office  he  filled  for  several 
years.     When  the  Sandusky  conference  wa» 
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organizo<l,  in  1834,  lie  was  elected  its  flret 
presiding  elder.  Uis  Inbors  in  that  confer- 
ence, hovpever,  were  brief.  He  was  among 
the  first  to  perceive  the  necessity  of  the  jtrcsa, 
as  an  adjunct  to  the  pulpit;  ami  in  1834, 
in  conjunction  with  Jonathan  and  Geoi^ 
Dresback,  be  purcbused  a  press  to  start  th« 
enterprise.  So  fully  was  he  committed  to 
the  project,  that  his  property  was  sold,  and 
the  entire  proceeds  invested  in  the  infant 
establishment. 

In  the  general  conferences  of  1833,  ld41, 
and  1845,  he  was  an  influential  delegate; 
and  at  tite  last  named  conference  he  was 
elected  to  the  offioe  of  bishop.  He  was  re- 
elected to  the  office  ti]  1857. 

The  accession  of  Mr,  Rusael  to  the  itiner- 
ant ministry  of  the  United  Brethren  church, 
in  1818,  was  of  great,  importance.  It  was 
daring  the  jteriod  of  transition  from  the  Ger- 
man to  the  English;  and  Mr.  Kussel,  while 
speaking  the  German  "with  a  correctness  and 
fluency  seldom  equaled,"  was  always  listened 
to  with  delight  when  he  preached  in  English. 
And,  what  is  of  greater  importance,  he  was 
an  uncompromising  opponent  of  pride,  intem- 
perance, secrecy,  and  slavery;  and  .the  in- 
fluence he  eierted  upon  the  polity  and  prog- 
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rosa  of  the  ohiiroh,  during  the  years  which 
^flapflcd  between  183lt,  and  184J3,  can  scnrcely 
be  duly  eatimated  now.* 

fiAUURL  HuBEH  was  borii  January  Slst, 
1782.  His  paruntfi  were  menibera  of  tho 
Mennonito  society;  and  ut.  their  house  Otter- 
bein,  Boelim,  Guethiug,  and  others  of  tho 
fathers,  preached.  Under  the  preaching  of 
Jos.  Uofi'mnn,  ia  the  fourteenth  year  of  his 
afre,  Mr.  JIuber  was  iirst  convicted  of  sin, 
but  he  was  not  converted  until  1813.  H© 
was  then  settletl  in  life,  and  residing  in  a  com- 
munity where  vital  religion  waa  little  known. 
Soon  after  his  conversion,  aa  he  was  sitting  on 
his  porch  on  f^ablMith  morning,  observing  the 
young  people  of  the  neighborhood  engaged  in 
>«inful   amusementa,   he  suid  to  hia  wite: 

"X>o  you  think  that  God  is  sati»tied  with 
us  sitting  here,  doing  nothing  for  his  cause, 
while  so  many  are  running  to  ruiu  in  the 
neighborhood  through  tlielr  wickedness?'"  tihe 
answered, 

"WTnit  will  we  do?  We  can  not  prevent 
them  doing  so."     Uo  ixud, 

■  If  r.  Dickt'jii  n-l«[e«  tV  following:  "A  roiatom  •ompvbiii  ch«r- 
■etariatic  of  ih«  taui,  wiil  wlii<b  aft*rw»rd  eoutributni  niiicli  (uKvd 
molding  tht  •c»lin>«Dl  of  the  cburcb  an  tecret  ocdeni,  vos,  ti  Ifadr 
Minp-miHllnfii  and  ntticr  gnrat  mrvTirg*.  tu  piihlKlv  invit'  *11  min- 
laUn  Into  the  Uwid.  eiMpt  thoK  conototed  *1U>  ti>»  PrMtDMoa*.** 
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"If  God  8|mro8  rae  until  to-morrow  morn- 
ing I  iutc'ud  to  f^o  to  Chambersburg,  and  »e« 
if  1  (-an  get  a  converted  man  to  oonie  here 
t*)  hold  meetings,  and  tails  to  tlie  people.  I 
don't  want  an  unconverted  one.  We  baTe 
too  many  of  that  kind  of  religionists  in  the 
neighborhood  already.  We  want  a  man  who 
has  been  converted,  and  enjoys  trne  reHgion» 
and  can  preach  from  his  own  experience." 

Jacob  Braiser,  an  elder  in  the  German 
Refonued  church,  residing  in  Chambersburg^ 
was  visited,  and  induced  to  open  meetings  at 
Mr.  H.*8  houKC.  Soon  the  work  of  reforma- 
tion watj  commenced,  and  Mr.  H,  b^^n  to 
exhort  in  1816  he  was  received  into  the 
conference,  and  in  1819  was  ordained,  and 
elected  presiding  elder. 

A  few  extracts  from  his  Autobiography, 
will  throw  some  light  upon  the  manner  in 
which  the  work  of  evangelization  was  carried 
forward,  during  the  early  period  of  the  bb- 
tory  of  the  church,  &s  well  as  illustrate  the 
character  of  Mr.  H.  as  a  preacher. 

''In  1816  a  request  was  made  to  confei^ 
euce  to  send  a  preacher  to  Tuckaho  Val- 
ley, Pa.  The  lot  fell  upon  brother  John 
Bear  and  myself.  Pasaing  through  HunU 
ingdoa  county,  t4i  £%inking  V'^ alley,  we  arrived 
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in  Tucknho  Vallev,  and  tamed  to  preach 
at  brother  iiuttenberger's.  Tbese  strange 
preachers  were  regarded  aa  a  phenomenon. 
Some  people  looked  at  us  with  terrified 
glances,  afraid  to  come  into  the  house,  hut 
<atood  gaping  in  at  the  windows.  Aiter  cye- 
Jlbg  us  for  some  time,  it  was  discovered  that 
wo  looked  just  like  other  men.  We  invited 
them  into  the  house.  After  some  hesitation 
they  began  to  enter.  The  house  became 
crowded.  Brother  Bear  preached,  after  which 
I  followed  with  exhortation.  The  word  took 
effect.  Some  were  deeply  wounded.  One 
woman,  a  Lutheran  preacher's  wife,  got  un- 
der conviction,  and    prayed   earnestly. 

"  Next  day  we  went  to  Warrior's  Mark, 
and  preached  there.  Returning  home,  we 
preached  at  the  several  appointments  we  had 
made  on  our  outward  route.  These  appoint- 
ments extended  eiijhtv-fivc  miles  from  where 
we  started  to  the  Alleghany  Mountains. 
For  about  two  years'  time,  the  Lord  wrought 
such  works  nmniijj  the  people,  that  preach- 
ing places  were  opened  in  such  numbers,  in 
these  parts,  that  we  could  not  fill  them.  A 
■circuit  was  then  formed  for  two  preat-hera. 

"  During    these    times  a    new     preaching 
iplace  wa«  opened    at    JMji.  Conrad's^   at  the 
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iron  works,  near  W'flrrior's  Mark.  Brother 
Davul  Hear,  Henry  Troiib.  and  myself,  on 
our  way  to  tlie  i-'iimnce,  were  informed  that 
Rn  a)i|K>intment  had  Ijeen  made  for  a»  there. 
When  we  arrivwl  at  the  place,  there  wao 
a  Wedding  {utrtr  in  waiting.  Itroiher  Troub 
aoJemiiizotl  the  marriage.  There  wjis  inpet- 
ing  in  the  evening.  1  preached.  The  Holy 
Spirit  wrought  powerfully.  Seven  of  the 
wedding  party  fell  as  men  slain  in  battle, 
crying  out  for  mercy,  and  were  married  to 
the  Lamb  of  OcmI.  Aft*^rward  the  manager 
of  the  iron  works  rmjiiostcd  brother  Troub 
to  preach  regularly  in  that  piaco,  a  meeting- 
house having  bcon  oreclod  there.  The  work 
of  Goil  continued  ■  to  progress  through  the 
vailey,  and  extended  to  the  euvinms  of 
Bellefonte.  This  was  the  commencement  of 
the  L'nited  Brethren  preaching  in  that  re- 
gion of  country. 

"Next  morning  brother  Bear  and  myself 
started  homeward,  throu^  Aughwick  Val- 
ley, where  w©  had  left  an  appointment 
on  our  way  out.  At  this  place  there 
\iv(nl  a  Mr.  H.  Kimberlin.  The  m(*eting 
WHS  held  at  brother  Auc's  house.  Kim- 
berlin was  a  very  wicked  man  indeed.  H© 
came     to     our     meeting;     and,    during     it9 
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continuance,  becamo  awakened  to  a  sonse 
of  hirt  lust  state.  He  reque8te<l  us  t*  oome 
to  hia  hoiisL>  und  baptize  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren. Wc  went.  1  told  thom  'that  baptism 
alone  wuukl  not  suvo  their  souls,  but  that 
they  must  saek  lor  the  spiritual  baptiuin,  by 
getting  thoir  soiiU  converted.'  He  pruniised 
that,  if  I  would  bjiptizo  them,  this  sliuuld 
be  a  beginning  with  bim,  and  he  would 
seek  the  Lord  and  load  a  new  life.  I  com- 
plied with  his  request.  I  sang  and  prayed 
with  thom,  and  left  for  homo. 

"About  one  year  after  this,  brother  Cri* 
der,  ray  colleague,  and  myaelf,  went  to  the 
same  place  to  preach.  In  an  o.xperienee 
meeting,  Kimburlin  and  his  wife  related  their 
experience,  stating  what  God  had  done  for 
them  by  converting  their  souls.  He  tuiid 
that  he  felt  it  to  bo  his  duty,  as  he  had 
boon  so  great  a  sinner,  and  G*kI  had  Iwen 
so  merciful  to  hion,  to  spend  his  futui'o  life 
in  his  Master's  cause  in  a  public  way.  Uo 
became  a  zealoua  and  useful  preuuher  of  the 
Gospel. 

"The  next  appointment  M'e  had  was  lille'd 
by  brother  John  Crider,  in  brother  Kuni- 
hei^r'a  barn.  Now,  brother  Rumbcrger  waa 
one    of    those    men  who   did    not    want   to 
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work  without  l>eing-  paid,  although  he  would 
sometimes  labor  on  trust.  Not  knowing 
whether  he  would  be  remunerated  or  not, 
having  somehow  or  other  understood  that 
there  is  a  promise  on  record,  that  'whoso 
over  receivcth  a  prophet,  in  the  name  of  & 
prophet,  shall  receive  a  prophet's  reward,' 
and  being  somewhat  religiously  inclined,  he 
took  it  into  his  head  to  try  the  Lord,  and 
sec  whether  his  promises  wore  true  or  not 
So  he  wont  to  work  and  fitted  up  his  bam 
in  good  style  for  the  use  of  these  new 
prophets,  which  cost  him  considerable  labor 
and  espensc.  Accordingly,  tho  mooting  was 
held  in  the  barn,  and  at  this  meeting 
brother  Rumbergor,  his  wife,  son,  and  daugh- 
ter, obtained  religion,  and  went  on  their 
way  rejoicing,  being  fully  satisfied  that  God 
had  more  than  amply  rewarded  him  for 
the  cost  and  labor  of  preparing  the  bam 
for  holding  meeting,  and  receiving  God's 
prophets. 

"  I  might  go  on  to  relate  a  great  many 
interesting  circumstances  which  took  place 
at  the  commencement  of  United  Brethren 
preaching  in  the  aforesaid  valleys;  but  the 
cases  mentioned  may  suffice  as  specimens  of 
-the  whole." 
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•*'  A  few  yeiiTS  before  there  woro  any  mem- 
hen  of  the  Church  of  the  Unit«d  Brotbron 
in  Christ  rosuHng  in  Chambcrsburg,  Frank- 
lin coiMity,  Pa.,  brothers  John  Crider,  Jacob 
Wjngert,  and  myself,  frequently  preached 
in  that  plnne.  At  first  we  preached  in 
brother  llraiser's  house,  to  more  hearers 
than  the  house  could  hold,  many  Itatcning 
outeide,  for  want  of  room  within.  Some  time 
*ftcr  this,  in  the  year  1818  or  1819,  father 
John  Oaks,  a  United  brother,  had  :^ettle<l 
TYith  his  family  in  Chamberaburg,  and 
vanied  prenching  in  his  house.  I  then 
preached  alternately  there  and  at  Braiscr's. 
In  a  short  time  these  houses  could  not  con- 
tain the  people  who  would  come  out  to  hear 
the  preaching.  At  one  of  these  meetings 
held  in  father  Oaks'  house,  the  Spirit  of 
Gtod  came  upon  the  people  like  the  'rush- 
ing of  a  mighty  wind.'  Many  of  them  felt 
the  power  of  God  in  a  manner  they  had 
not  experienced  before.  There  waa  one  gen- 
eral move  among  them  at  tliat  time,  some 
shouting,  icfvping,  and  praising  God  for  hj» 
mercy,  in  filling  their  hearts  with  his  love, 
joy,  and  peace.  1  felt  licavea  upon  earth 
within  me.  Upon  the  whole,  we  had  a  glo- 
■Tious  meeting.  Before  dismissing  the  people, 
Tot.  II.— S. 
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I  stated  that)  if  any  persons  present  wiali- 
ed  to  unite  together  as  oue  bixiy,  to  serve 
the  Lord,  ao  opiwrtunity  would  be  afibrdod 
them  to  do  su.  Twenty-ais  persoas  came  for- 
ward and  attached  themselves  to  the  Charch 
of  the  United  Brethi-en  in  Christ  at  thafc. 
time.  This  was  the  ongia  of  the  United 
Brethren  in  Chaniljci-aburg." 

Mr.  Habcr  lahored,  as  a  presiding  elder, 
with  great  zeal  and  success,  for  a  nlimbcr 
of  years,  since  which  time  ho  has  sur^'od 
the  cause  in  tlie  capacity  of  a  local  preacher. 
A  blniit,  earnest^  hospitable,  and  independ- 
ent CUrisliau,  he  did  much,  during  the  tint 
half  of  tbe  eentury,  to  extend  the  kingdom 
of  Christ  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  name  of  Jacob  Dehoff  appears  on 
the  minutea  of  the  old  conference  as  early 
as  1800;  and  as  early  as  1815,  when  the 
whole  itinerant  force  of  the  church  east  of 
the  mountain?  consisted  of  J.  SnyJer,  II.  G. 
Spayth,  I.  Kiswandcr,  H.  Kumler,  sen.,  and 
Jos.  Hwffinan,  he  commenced  to  travel.  Of 
his  personal  history  we  have  been  able  to 
ottain  the  follomng  interesting  facts:  "Dur- 
ing the  time  that  Dr.  Senseny  resided  in 
Tork,  l*a.,  a  Mr.  Dohoff  bad  a  son,  then 
about  seventeen  years  of  age,  who  was  much. 
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afflicted.  Jfot  knowing  the  nature  of  hia 
compl«int,  ho  sent  him  to  Dr.  H.,  for  med- 
ical advu'O  aad  treatment.  The  good  Dr., 
after  an  oicamination  of  bis  case,  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that  bo  had  consumption  of  the 
lungs,  and  that  he  oould  not  cure  him.  He 
advisi^l  him  to  pray  to  God,  and  prepare 
for  Ih*.'  next  world,  adding,  that  if  the  Lord 
converted  his  soul,  it  might  be  {Htssible  ih&t 
he  would  also  heal  his  body.  0»  the  lad's 
return,  he  told  his  father  what  the  Dr.  had 
said  to  him,  and  botook  himaolf  to  prayer. 
This  gave  much  offen.'ie  to  the  father.  The 
idea  that  his  son  might  be  healed  through 
prayer  was  foreign  to  his  Tiews.  He  com* 
manded  him  to  cease  praying,  and  declared 
thai,  if  he  did  not,  he  should  leave  his 
house,  and  seek  a  home  elsewhere.  The  af- 
flicted hoy,  rather  than  give  up  seeking  the 
Lord,  left  his  father's  house,  to  seek  a  home 
among  strangers.  He  knew  not  where  to 
go;  but,  having  heard  of  George  A.  Gne- 
thing,  who  resided  on  the  Antietam,  about 
eighty  miles  distant,  he  directed  his  course 
thither.  When  he  reached  the  good  man's 
house,  weary  with  travel,  afflicted  in  body 
and  in  soul,  he  gave  him  an  account  of  his 
situation.      Mr.   Quething,    who    never    sent 


UNITED    BRfiTHBEX    IX    CHBIST.    117 


CHAPTER  VI. 

ESOLISH-SPEA.KINO  RDCRUITS — m'NAMAR,  HA- 
VENS, SPtCER,  STUBB9,  ROSS,  SHIXOLEDBCK* 
KB,  BTKWAllD,  ANTRIM,  ASI>  THE  BOXB- 
BRAKES — SURVEY  OP  THE   WHOLE   WORK  J3f 

18-JO. 

The  reader  has  probably  obserred  that, 
prior  to  1813,  the  name  tf(  no  English  min- 
ister appears  ujjun  the  journals  of  either  of 
the  conferences;  and  it  may  be  interesting 
and  profitable  to  trace  the  hand  of  Provi- 
dence,  which,  in  a  manner  altogether  unex* 
pocted.  fiirniflhed  tho  church  with  her  first 
English   itinerant. 

About  the  year  1811  the  citizens  of  bishop 
Zeller's  neighborhood,  desiring  a  school  teach- 
er, secured  the  services  of  John  McNamar, 
who  resided  in  Fairfield,  Green  county,  0. 
Mr.  MeXamar  is  described,  by  one  who  was 
acqujtinted  with  him  at  the  time,  as  a  small, 
lithe,  shnrp-visjiged.  pock-marked,  witty  man, 
oaxeleas  alike  of    his    temporal  and  of   his 
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He  was   of   Scotch-Triah 
burn    in     Virginia    in 


spiritual  intere*ts. 
extraction,    and    was 
1779. 

When  Mr.  S.,  in  ooinplianco  with  the  can- 
tract,  went  to  Fairfield  with  his  large,  cov- 
ered wagon,  to  remove  the  schoolmaster,  with 
his  family,  to  the  new  theater  of  hiii  labors, 
he  was  taken  aback  to  find  a  gay  dancing 
piirty  at  his  houae.  i^iving  him  a  fftrewell 
visit.  The  dance  occupied  the  night,  and 
the  schoolniasler  and  hit  family,  early  next 
morning,  were  on  their  way  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Germantown. 

In  their  new  home  tliey  were  brought  in- 
to contact  with  a  i>eople  who  feared  the 
Lord.  The  simple,  earnest  piety  of  the 
German  Brethren  made  a  profimnd  impres- 
sion upon  Mr.  McNamar's  mind ;  and  it  was 
not  long  until,  al  a  meeting  held  at  Mr. 
Zeller'a  barn,  he  experienced  religion.     Soon 

>r  his  converaion  he  liegan  to  preach;  and, 
in  1813,  ho  sent  a  letter  to  the  Miami  con- 
ference, which  met  that  year  in  Fairtield 
county,  Ohio,  rcciuesting  a  license  to  preach. 
Upon  the  recount leiidatiim  of  Mr.  Zeller,  he 
was  received  into  the  cunferem-e,  and  author- 
issed  to  preach.  The  fulluM-ing  year  he  be- 
came an  iUnerant.     In  1816  he  was  ordain- 
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«d.  He  was  a  dcle^.itc  to  the  third,  fifth, 
and  sixth  getiural  conferences ;  and,  after  the 
decease  of  bisliop  Newcomer,  he  was  elected 
a  geoerul  superiutendunt,  but  he  did  not  ac* 
«ept  the  office. 

From  the  period  of  hi»  appointment  to 
a  circuit  in  1814,  until  worn  out  bv  the  toila 
and  pnvation:^  of  a  pioneer  itinerant  life,  ho 
devoted  himself  to  the  Master's  n'ork  with  a 
singleness  of  aim,  and  resoluteness  of  pur- 
poae,  which  have  seldom  Wn  equaled.  He 
planted  the  larger  part  of  the  earl}"  English 
United  Brethren  churches  in  suuth-wcstera 
Ohio  and  southern  Indiana ;  and  he  was 
not  only  eminently  successful  in  organizing 
churches  and  forming  circuits,  but  also  in 
re-enforcing  the  ministry.  An  exauiiitatioa 
of  the  minutes  of  the  Miami  and  Indiana 
<!onferences,  from  1814  to  1834,  h'III  show 
that  to  Mr.  McXftmar,  as  au  agout  of  Provi- 
dence, the  church  is  indebttnl  for  a  large 
number  of  the  most  effective  itinerant  min- 
isters who  entered  the  ruuLs  during  thai  in- 
teresting period  of  her  history. 

As  an  itinerant,  he  was  an  example  of 
punctuality  worthy  of  imitation.  "M'hen  the 
time  arrive<l  for  him  to  start  to  nn  ajiiwint- 
ment,"  writes    Mr   G.  Bunebr.ike,    "he  waa 
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off.  He  would  wait  for  no  one,  and  listea 
to   no   excuses.      Rain,   snow,    mud,  swollen 

streams  and  floating  causeways, — any  of  these, 
or  all  of  ttem  combined, — could  not  change 
his  purpose.  Nothing  but  a  physical  impos- 
sibility would  detain  him  from  an  appoint- 
ment. 

As  a  preacher,  he  deserves  to  rank 
amongst  the  first  class  of  Xew  Testament 
ministers.  He  used  correct  and  forcible 
language;  spoke  slowly,  distinctly  pronouno- 
ing  each  word,  and  yet  he  never  wearied  aa 
audience,  but  kept  the  attention  fixed  to  th& 
close.  Being  well  versed  in  jjolcmic  divin- 
ity, he  devoted  much  attention  to  the  ex- 
position and  defense  of  the  fundamental  doc- 
trines of  Christianity,  in  opposition  to  the 
New-Lightism,  then  at  the  zenith  of  its 
strength  in  southern  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Ken- 
tucky. His  sermons  on  the  Divinity  of 
Christ,  often  preached  to  immense  congrega- 
tions at  camp-meetings,  made  a  profound 
hnpreasion.  It  must  not  be  inferred,  how- 
ever, that  he  was  a  religious  pugilist,  de- 
voting his  whole  time  in  the  pulpit  to  the- 
ological disquisitions,  and  finding  his  reward 
in  the  defeat  of  his  antagoniifl,  or  in  tho 
Applause  of  hia  fricndi^.     Far  from   it.      Hft 
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was  not  a  vain  tlieologtan.  His  object  waa 
to  save  men;  and  be  had  the  happy  £uh 
ulty  of  following  up  a  clear  exposition  and 
masterly  defense  of  some  great  truth  with  a 
heart-searching  application. 

To  say  that  he  was  a  poor  man,  and  that 
he  suffyrocl,  is  unnecessary,  when  it  Is 
known  that  his  salary  ranged  from  $40,00 
to  $130,00  a  year,  and  that  he  had  a  large 
and  very  helpless  family  to  supports  He 
could  say  in  truth, — 

"Kfltbiac  on  e«rlli  I  call  tay  owa; 
A  Mnnpr  to  tb*  vmld  unkiiowui 

I  til  Ibeir  ^ouds  deapiw ; 
1  trunplo  on  their  vbole  dcJigbl, 
An4  Mak  ■  city  ont  rrf  Ki(ht, 

A  cUf  ia  lb«  •kiM." 

Mr.  Spayth  has  well  remarked,  that  he  waa 
"  a  true  son  of  the  Gospel,  determined  to 
march  in  the  front  ranks  of  the  ministerial 
army.  He  chose  the  frontier  country  for  his 
field  of  labor,  •  *  and  Miami,  Indiana, 
White  River,  and  Wabash  conferences,  will 
long  be  blessod  with  an  incrpjise  of  his  la 
bora."  He  died  in  Clay  oounty,  Indiana,  in 
the  year  1846,  aged  67  years,  having  served: 
God  in  thp  ministry  thirty-six  yeai-s. 

After  Mr.  MeNamnr  enterod  the  itineracy, 
the  work  began   Ut  spread  into  the   Knglialt 
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coniniunitio}<  in  Ohio  and  ladiana,  in  all 
directions :  and  the  number  of  prcaclicra  who 
couH  SYtcJik  the  English  language  only  was 
rapidly  muUipHeri  Thus,  in  1815,  wo  find 
the  names  of  two  other  English  ministers  oa 
^e  minutes,  riz.,  W.  F.  Smith  nnd  Xoah 
Wheeler,  mnliing,  with  Mr.  MoNaniar,  three 
in  all.  in  1818  the  force  had  increa.'fed  to 
five,  John  McGary  and  John  Day  baring 
been  received.  In  1819  Nathaniel  llaveas 
Samuel  S.  Spicer.  William  Robison,  and  Joha 
Harvy,  were  added   to  the  English  foree. 

TfATHANiKL  Havkns  wa8  one  of  the  most 
useful  and  influential  of  the  early  minister8 
in  the  M^'est  lie  was  bom  in  Sussex  coun- 
ty, N.  J.,  December  13th,  1772.  In  oarly 
life  he  was  a  dcroted  disciple  of  Thumaa 
Paine,  and  served  as  a  elerk  in  an  East 
Indiaman.  After  his  marriage  bo  abandoned 
the  sea,  and,  being  invited  by  Rev.  John 
Totton  to  attend  a  Methodist  meeting,  and 
listen  without  prejudice,  he  agreed  to  do  so. 
At  the  close  of  the  services  he  attempted  to 
rise  from  his  seat ;  but  the  power  of  God 
had  taken  hold  upon  him,  and  he  fell  help- 
less upon  the  floor.  For  four  weeks  he 
sought  the  Lord,  in  great  agony  of  splriL 
On  the  morning  of  his  conversion  he  went 
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oat  from  his  home  a  picture  of  distress. 
His  wif^^  Hpprehensivp  that  despair  had  tak- 
«ii  possenflion  of  his  mind,  knd  foAring  that 
he  might  attempt  suicide,  foUowod,  and  found 
him  amon^  tho  brushwood  on  tho  hilUide, 
wrestling  in  prayer.  She  tarried  at  a  littlo 
distAnoe  until  the  blessing  came,  a.nd  he  be- 
gan Ui  shout  rictory  with  a  loud  voice. 
Losing  all  thought  of  his  body,  and  rolling 
down  the  hill-side  to  the  edge  of  a  stream, 
ho  was  cat»ght  by  a  shrub,  thereby  barely 
escaping  a  plunge  of  ten  feet  into  the  water- 
"I  came  near  being  converted  and  immers- 
ed,'* said  he,  *'  at  the  same  moment." 

Remoring  to  the  West,  Mr.  Haven?  join- 
ed tho  Miami  oonferonce,  as  above  stated, 
and  was  immediately  employed  as  an  itiner- 
ant preacher.  He  soon  attained  an  influen- 
tial position  in  the  conference,  and  was  sent 
as  a  delegate  to  the  general  conferences  of 
1821  and  lft:2o.  He  was  an  able  preacher; 
and,  as  an  itinerant  minister,  he  was  faith- 
ful and  efficient.  In  per-son,  Mr.  Havens  is 
described  as  a  tall,  imrtly  man,  of  command- 
ing api»earance  and  address.  He  died,  deeply 
regretted,  May  the  15th,  1832,  in  the  60tk 
year  of  his  age. 

S.  8.  Spickk,  received  into  tbo  Miami  eon- 
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ferenee  in  1819,  wuh  a  valuable  accession  to 
the  ministerial  force.  He  was  well  educated, 
liad  read  law,  possessed  a  glowing  imagina- 
tion, and  vast  wealth  of  language.  His  aoul 
seeniefl  as  h  flame  of  tire.  He  was  dia- 
tinguwhed  in  the  pulptt  for  an  earnestness 
and  pathos  which  were  well  nigh  irresisti- 
ble. His  descriptive  powers  enabled  him  to- 
portray  the  final  arraignment,  trial,  and  con- 
demnation of  the  wicked,  in  a  manner  which 
was  awfully  solemn,  and  even  terrifying. 
In  one  instance,  at  a  camp-meeting  in  the 
Miami  Valley,  all  the  ministers  in  the  stand 
were  so  affected,  that  they  dropped  upon 
their  knees  while  he  was  preaching,  and  sin- 
ners fell  on  all  sides,  or  fled  in  the  utmost 
terror. 

Father  George  Bonebrake,  a  clear-headed, 
and  not  excitable  man,  relates  that,  on  one 
occasion,  while  listening  to  a  sermon  deliv- 
erctl  by  Mr.  Spieer,  all  in  the  congregation, 
including  himself,  left,  their  seats,  without 
being  conscious  of  the  fact,  and  found  them- 
selves, at  the  close  of  the  sermon,  standing, 
packed  together,  around  the  altar  railing, 
gasin;^  into  the  face  of  the  preacher. 

Mr.  Spieer  took  charge  of  the  Miami  cir- 
cuit in    IS'H),   having  J.  Fethcrliuff  for  his- 
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colleague.     His  circuit   incladecl  fifty-two  ap* 
pointmenis ! 

Mr.  S.  wa»  a  native  of  New  £ngland,  and  io 
person  wr.-?  large  and  quite  fleshy.  His  voice 
of  stirring  eloquence  «'as  soon  hushed  in  death. 

In  1820,  William  Stubds  and  James 
Boss  were  added,  to  the  itinerant  force  in  the 
west.  Mr.  Slubbs  was  one  of  the  moat  use- 
ful pioneers  of  the  church  in  the  west.  He 
was  of  Quaker  descent^  always  wore  a  plain 
Quaker  dress,  and  used  "thee"  and  "thou" 
in  his  family.  He  was  placed  in  charge  of 
the  Twin  creek  (0.,)  circuit,  in  1890;  of  the 
Whitewater,  (Ind.,)  1821;  and  he  continued 
to  travel  in  Indiana  while  health  and  strength 
permitted.  He  was  a  member  of  the  general 
conference  of  1837.  In  his  manners  he  was 
retiring;  in  conversation  sparing.  His  tem- 
perament was  melancholy,  and  all  his  ser* 
mons  and  exhortations  were  shaded  by  the 
somber  hues  of  bis  sweet,  sad  spirit.  He 
thought  much,  and  preached  much  upon 
death,  judgment,  and  eternity.  As  an  ex- 
pounder of  the  word  of  God  he  excelled  in 
the  prophecies.  These  ho  had  studied  with 
care,  aided  by  the  best  lights  he  could  ob- 
tain; and  as  he  was  well  versed  in  history, 
and  had  a  retentive  memory,  his  discourses 
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on  the  |>rophwio8  woro  listened  to  witli  eager 
attention  ami  real  ]>rutit.  He  reoeived  inio  the 
church  a  great  many  members,  and  among 
the  number  several  who  afterward  became  use- 
ful ministiTs.  Like  the  most  of  the  pioneers 
iu  Christ's  eause.  he  stniggled  with  poverty, 
mnny,  many  years,  but  at  length,  and  only 
a  few  years  since,  he  left  this  vale  of  sorrow 
for  hi.s  rich  inheritance  in  heaven. 

James  Ro?s.  the  other  English  preacher, 
received  in  1820,  became  an  eflicient  itinerant. 
In  182U  he  was  placed  iu  charge  of  the  Whit*, 
water  circuit  in  Indiana,  having  A.  Shingld 
docker  for  colleague. 

He  was  a  man  uf  tine  personal  appearance 
and  manners,  dignified,  AociaUe,  a  systematic 
and  fluent  speaker,  and,  in  his  best  moods, 
eloquent. 

A.  Shixoledkckkr,  a  brand  plucked  from 
the  burning,  wjw  licensed  at  iliami,  in  1818. 
He  was  born  near  Dayton,  0.  His  father 
was  Oermsn,  his  mother  Irish;  but  in  Abra- 
ham the  Irish  pretlominutcd,  and  he  grew  up 
a  reckless,  godless  young  man.  In  the  late 
war  he  wns  a  volunteer,  and  stories  are  told 
of  his  bold,  bad  adventures,  which  need  not 
be  r<^peated  here.  Drinking,  fiddling,  and 
dancing,  were  his  favorite  amusements.     In  & 
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Tciy  ri'in«rkal>lo  manner  was  Ko  saved  from 
holi.  It  was  on  tbU  wUe:  lie  went  to  a 
dunce,  iinJ,  as  was  his  wont,  took  hia  viulin 
to  play;  And  »s  the  first  sot  formed  on  the 
floor  to  danee,  and  just  aa  he  struck  up  the 
tune.  Olio  of  tliu  number,  a  young  lady,  fell 
at  his  ffot.  lie  dropped  his  violin,  and 
snat^-Iied  hw  from  the  floor,  but  she  waa 
dead!  Xot  t\  syUahlc  did  she  utter,  not  a 
breath  did  she  brenthe. 

Of  course  the  ball  was  closed;  and  as  Mr. 
ShinglodeckcR  went  home  that  night,  he 
thought  of  his  soul.  Deep  conviction  £tiaten> 
ed  npott  him,  and  he  resolved  that  ho  would 
dance  no  iii^rc;  and  deliberately  walking  up 
to  a  tree,  he  smashed  hie  violin  iut«>  a  hun- 
dred pieces.  Then  he  sought  the  Lord,  was 
powerfully  converted,  and  subsequently  called 
into  the  nuni.stry. 

He  is  doBoribed  as  a  tall,  spare,  and  rather 
siugular-Iooking  man.  "When  preaching,  in 
his  best  day*,"  says  fiither  John  Hlorgan, 
"his  voice  would  gradually  rise  until,  in  a 
still  evening,  he  could  easily  be  heard  a  mile 
or  more;  and  who  coidd  hear  him  and  not 
be  aflccted.  Surely  I  could  not.  llis  exhorta- 
tiona  in  general,  were  the  moat  stirring  I 
ever  heard  from  any  man." 
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In  1821  "William  Steward  appearwl  be- 
fore the  Miami  annual  conference,  then  in 
eession  at  Adelphit,  "with  a  good  reoom- 
meiulation,  and  was  joyfully  received,"  This 
record  intimates  that  he  was  rejjarded  as  a 
•valuable  accession  to  the  ministerial  force  of 
the  conference;  and  the  favorable  impressions 
which  he  made,  when  he  was  received,  M-ere 
more  than  realized.  He  entered  the  itinerant 
ranks  prumptly,  and  was  placed  on  the  Kin- 
niconicic  circuit,  where  he  labored  with  great 
acceptability.  At  the  next  conference  he  was 
ordained.  In  1823  he  traveled  Brush  creek 
circuit;  in  1824,  Washington.  The  following 
year  he  appears  to  have  been  elected  presid- 
ing elder;  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  gen- 
eral conference  of  1825.  His  labors  were  con- 
fined to  the  eountry  now  included  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  Scioto  conference;  and  no 
name,  perhaps,  is  held  dearer  by  the  older 
members  of  the  church  in  that  conference. 

He  was  «  tall,  slender  man,  with  large, 
Roman  nose,  piercing  eyes,  and  frank,  open, 
cheerful  countenance.  He  had  a  strong  voice, 
and  a  ready  utterance;  and  he  was  fired  with 
&  quenchless  eeal.  Bishop  Russel  has  fiip- 
nished  the  best  sketch  of  him  we  have  been 
able  to  obtain.    He  says: — 
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"RcT.  WiUiam  Steward,  my  second  pr^ 
siding  elder,  was  one  of  the  Boanorges  of  his 
day.  Ho  was  a  man  of  distinguished  piet^ 
and  usefulness.  His  experimental  knowledge, 
good  sense,  ready  wit-,  dieerfulness  of  tem- 
per, unaflTected  piety,  and  humility,  rendered 
his  presence  exceedingly  agreeable,  and  his 
conversation  highly  entertaining  in  the  fam- 
ilies with  whom  he  staid,  so  that  he  was 
always  a  motit  welcome  guest.  His  presence 
was  mut-h  coveted  by  the  sick;  and  his  ex- 
cellent Judgment,  and  nfTectionatc  disposition, 
rendcrwl  him  an  angel  of  mercy  in  the  sick- 
room. His  prayers  were  never  tedious,  never 
wearisome,  hut  always  jtointed,  appropriate, 
and  comi)rehensive;  and  he  possesse*!,  in  an 
onusual  degree,  the  ]K)wer  of  drawing  the 
worshiper  with  him  to  the  throne  of  grace^ 
and  leading  the  devotions  of  the  congregation. 

*'As  a  minister,  his  method  was  easy,  cor- 
rect, and  clear.  His  language  was  the  plain, 
strong  Haxon  of  king  James'  version  of  tha 
Bible.  EvL-ry  sentence  uttered  was  pregnant 
with  thuuglil ;  and  his  mind  seemed  as  a 
perennial  fountain.  He  !<hunued  not  to  de> 
dare  the  whole  counsel  of  God.  Free  grace 
was  his  favorite  themr.  He  regarded  regen- 
eration as  u  fimdamental  doctrine  uf  the  Bible. 

7"r.   II— tf. 
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*The  necessity,  nature,  and  rvidi-iU'Cs  of  thJa 
great  work  were  set  forth  by  him  in  a  most 
-convincing  and  forcible  manner,  and  the  €cho 
of  hia  voice  is  stiH  in  my  ear." 

With  a  strong  constitution,  a  powerful 
mind,  deep>toncd  piety,  and  a  zeal  for  souls 
which  caused  him  to  despise  the  honors  of 
"the  world,  and  to  labor  incessantly,  withont 
adequate  pecuniary  compensation,  is  it  any 
wunder  that  he  was  almost  idolized  by  the 
church  ? 

In  1829,  after  only  eight  years  of  labor  in 
the  itineracy,  he  died,  while  in  his  field  of 
labor,  and  away  from  home.  He  died  very 
suddenly,  but  died  at  hia  post,  happy  in  Gud. 
"Hia  death,"  «ays  Mr.  Hanby,  "was  entered 
upon  the  conference  journal  with  painful  emo- 
tions." 

In  1818,  Jacob  Antrim,  then  a  round-faoed 
young  man,  of  very  fine  voice,  fluent  speech, 
and  taking  manners,  was  brought  out  from 
Pennsylvania  to  the  west,  by  bishops  New- 
oomer  and  Zellcr,  and  admitted  into  the  confer- 
encc,  as  an  exborter.  He  began  to  itinerate 
immediately;  and  his  success  was  remarkable. 
He  was  a  good  singer,  an  ingenious  preacher, 
fa,  great  exhorter,  bad  tact,  and  an  energy 
'and  buoyancy  of  spirit  which  bore  him  on- 
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,«rArd,  whore  strtmger  men  wouM  have  sunk 
,d«vn  in  di.'if-ouTiigcraent,  if  not  in  dospair. 
■In  the  Miami  Ynlloy,  and  e^>o«iaUy  in 
eouUiem  Tndianft,  he..«^ns  xcmaxkaMy  guc- 
4s»ful  in  gathering  mQmbors  into  the  church. 
Pwing  a  long  seriefl  of  years,,  he  was  an 
unrLv^od  rcvivaliftt. 

iMr.  Antritn  compiled  and  publiahe*!  the 
Faonnd  English  hymn-book  circulated  among 
'.he  United  Brethren  in  Christ,  It  is  a 
respectable  liook,  r-ontaining  332  hytn  n!t, 
-40inc  of  wliich  are  from  the  compiler's 
•>WD  pen.  This  collection  was  printed  at 
Oayton,  Ohio,  by  Regans  &  Van  Cleve,  in 
1829. 

After  forty-two  years  of  service  in  the 
minwtry,  Mr.  Antrim  finished  his  course 
with  joy,  February  the  imh,  1861.  He  left 
his  home,  at  Germantown,  in  June,  1S60, 
and  went  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was 
rngaged  in  his  favorite  work  of  holding  pro. 
trailed  meetings,  until  prostrated  by  illnesf. 
As  death  drew  near,  he  joined  with  some 
friends  in  singing  the  dear  old  hymn, 

'-On  Jarclii.D's  s(omi,T  backi  I  nUnd,"  tte., 

and    then    sweetly    slept    in     Jesus,    having 
reached   hi*   70th   vear. 

The  BoNEBRAKEi   six    brothers,  all    min* 
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istcrs,  began  to  enter  the  miimUy  ii>  1820l 
Georoe  and  Heney  entered  the  traveliDg 
connection,  and,  by  their  eminent  ability, 
piety,  and  energy,  contributed  greatly  to  the 
progress  of  the  cause,  from  1820  to  1840. 
Geoi^e  was  regarded,  as  a  superior  doctrinal 
preacher,  and  as  an   excellent  disciplinarian. 

Let  us  now  take  a  survey  of  the  whole 
work,  as  it  stood  in  1820-21,  the  year  prior 
to  the  third  general  conference. 

Of  the  number  of  members  no  record 
had  been  kept.  At  tho  annual  meeting 
of  the  old  conference,  sometimes  called  the 
Maryland,  at  other  times  the  Hagerstown, 
aad  in  the  minutes  simply  "  The  Cooferenco 
of  the  Churt'li  of  the  United  Brethren  in 
Christ,"  thirty-one  ministers  were  in  attend- 
ance; and,  allowing  twenty  to  be  absent,  tho 
whole  number  would  be  fifty-one. 

The  work  wj|.s  dividfd  into  four  presiding 
elders'  difitrirls.  three  circuits,  and  one  sta- 
tion. Oeorgo  GnpthinK  was  placed  in  chaiTce 
of  Virgiiiin  (H^trid;  Samuel  1  Tuber,  of  Hfr* 
gerstown :  Abraham  Mayer,  of  Juniata;  and 
John  Neiding.  of  Lancaster.  John  Snyder 
was  stationed  at  Baltimore,  in  the  Otterbeiu 
Church.  Hagerstown  circuit  was  traveled 
by  ■William  Brown  and  Conrad  Weist;    J«- 
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niala,  Sohn  Brown;    Virginia,  Daniel  Pfoifer 
amd  Jacob   Duunalio.     Tims  mc  have,  in  the 
old  conference, — 
Preachers  (estimated),      •        -        •  '     •■    61 

Fields  of  Inlwr, 8 

Itinerant  preachers, 10 

Contributed  for  the  support  of  the  preach- 
ers,        $371,00 

Of  the  itinerant  preacUera,  only  five  received 

^MV,  as   follows : — 

William  Brown,        ....    $74,28 

David  Fleck, 74,2« 

Daniel  Pfeifer, 74,28 

Conrad  Weist, -74,28 

John  Brown,      -  .        .        ,      74,28 

We  find  Uul  one  prenchcr  in  this  con- 
tVrcuce  who  was  not  Gerinjiii.  That  ex- 
ception was  Jacob  Dunnah<>,  an  Irif^h- 
man.  Some  of  the  members  of  the  conffer- 
encc,  however,  could  spenk  the  English  lan- 
guage, and  n  few  of  thrm  could  speak  it 
t  quite  well.  They  were  at  home,  however, 
In  the  German. 
In  the  Miami  conference  a  greater  num- 
ber of  itinerants  had  been  emjdoyed,  and 
the  missionary  movement  in  the  English 
communities  had  been  fully  inaugurated 
The  work  was  diviilcd  into  five  dialricta  af 
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seven  circuits.  Two  of  tht'se  iiu-luded  Ihe 
present  territory  of  the  Scioto  conferenco. 
The  third  and  fourtli  embraLvxl  the  Miami 
Valley;  the  fifth,  Indiana.  The  presiding 
elders  were,  George  Uoneilum.  Henry  Joseph 
Frey,  Henry  Kumler,  J.  G.  I'frininier,  and 
Henry  Evinger.  The  ciniuils.  and  the  min- 
isters who  traveled   them,   follow : 

Lancaster — Jacob    Antrim,    Njithaniel    Ha- 
vens, L.  Kramer,  and  John  Smaltz, 

Miami — Samuel  S.  Spicei*  aud  John  Fether- 
huff. 

Ore^HviUe — George  Hoffiuaii,  ^^'iUiam  Eicb^ 
ardson,  and  John  Obliiiger. 

TmiricreeXr — William  Stubbs,  John  McGary, 
aud   Jacob  teller. 

If^Tiitemtter — James     Ross    and     Abraham 
Shingledecker. 

Indiana    Khobs — J.    G.     Pfrimmcr,     Jacob 
Daup,  and  John  Eringer. 

J^»   Zawrence&urff   to    Corydon — John  Mc- 
Namar,  Missionary. 

Thus  we  hare  in  the  Miami  conference: 

Preachers, 51 

Itinerants,  .---..  23 
Districts,  circuits,  and  missions,  -  -  12 
Amount  raised  for  the  support  of  the 

ituiorants  on  the  various  circuits,  y348,9S^ 
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The  settlemoul  luuJt-  uilli  the  traveling 
juvarhers  in  the  Miami,  tii  18^1.  just  bcfMro 
ihe  general  cunfen-'iicc  («e  have  no  reconl 
of  the  settlement  for  IS^*)),  »'ill  slmw  bv 
what  proachcre  tJiis  iin>iicy  was  ruisod.  ami 
\\nv>  distributed.  \\'e  <-o|>y  tn>m  llio  jmirnal 
<»f  the  conference; 

SKTTLEMEST  WITH  THE  TIUVELIXG  rHEACHKUS. 

IiiixranU.  •••  t  OblltvWd  On      DJTiiJHit. 

tlinr  ritU. 


James  Ross,  -  - 
A.  Shiugle<leckei", 
.r.  Fethcrhuff,  - 
John  Day,  -  - 
.Samuel  6.  Spieer, 
Jacob  Antrim,  • 
J.  Smalt?,,  -  - 
Lewis  Kramer,  - 
X.  Haveos,  -  • 
\\\  Stubbs,  -  - 
John  McNamar, 
Juhu  McGary,   - 


:18  58 

49  m 

9  173 
19  00 

Mr,  m 

14  76 
27  374 


$41 

41 


ic 
Hi 


35  OO 
31  U 
44  00 

25  00 
16  00 
23  00 

26  00 
43  50 
41  Iti 
50  00 


I  *348  n5f  $400  32 
"  Of  the  above,  I'hriHtian  Nowoomer 
brought  $55,23  as  a  contribution  from  the 
East.  The  dividc-iul  is  made  iieinirdiug  to 
the  time  each  im'aehcr  tnuided."  Fwm 
this  settlement  it  ai>[K':irs  that  the  whole 
sura  collected  fur  thi'  siipiinrt  nf  tlie  travel- 
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ing  preachers  in  the  Miami  <vnfcronoo,  la 
1H21,  which  then  euibruuod  tho  3cioto  and 
IndiaTia  conferences, — in  fa<:t,  the  whole  work 
west  of  the  Muskingum  River, — was  $348,- 
0.j|.  This  table  also  shows  that  quite  a 
number  who  were  placed  on  circuits,  and  wero 
wunted  08  itinerants,  received  no  remunera- 
tion at  all. 

In  the  Muskingum  conference  the  caut»a 
had  advanced  more  alowly,  owing,  no  doubt, 
tu  the  want  of  an  efficient  itineracy.  At  tho 
«ei-imd  session  of  the  conference,  held  in 
IHlO,  "Christian  Berj^cr"  (we  copy  from  the 
minutes)  "agreed  to  travel  a  circuit  for  sii 
uiuutlifi,  to  try  the  experiment,  which  was 
sanctioned  by  the  conference.''  In  1820  it 
was  resolved  to  divide  the  conference  into 
two  districts,  and  Matthias  Bortsficld  was 
riveted  presiding  elder  for  the  new  district 
thus  cn-atoil.  Christian  Bcrgcr  was  appoint- 
ed to  travel  for  one  year,  and  C.  Scniff  and 
Abruham  Forney  for  »\x  months  each. 

This  conference,  then,  in   1830,  bad — 
IVeachers  (estimateti),       -        •        -        -12 

Itinerants, 3 

Fields  of  labor, 3 

The  sum  paid  fur    preaching  in  1820  we 
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liavc  not  been  able  to  obtaiu ;    but^  for  the 
luUuwing  year,  it  stood  thiu: 
A.  Forney,  five  months,  -       -       -    $18  00 
C.  Berger,     "  ".        -        -      18  60 

€.  deniff,  four         «       ...       8  00 


Total,      ...  -    H*  60 

SlTHtUBT  OF  AU.  THJE  OONFERENCBS. 

Preachers,         .--...  114 
Itinerauta, 36 

J)iatricts  and  circuita,       -        -        -        -    23 
Cunlrlbutcd    for     the     support     of 

preaching, $814  92 

This  does  not  include  the  salary  paid  the 
pastor  of  the  Otterbein  Church  in  Baltimore. 
As  to  the  number  of  members,  we  are  not 
able  to  calculate  with  any  great  degree  of 
confidence.  Allowing,  however,  for  each  itin- 
erant preacher,  including  the  presiding  eld- 
ers,  250  members,  the  whole  membership 
of  the  church,  in  1820,  would  be  9,000. 
Mr.  Asbury  estimates  the  number  in  the 
church,  before  the  pruning  process  commenc, 
ed,  at  20,000,  which  would  indicate  a  toss 
of  more  than  10,000  members. 

These  facts  abundantly  jirove  what  has 
been  said  of  the  severe  ordeal  through  which 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

OKTKRAI.  CONKKKESCE  OF  1821 — KULES  OK" 
SI.AVKRV,  AS1>  THF  LltjUOK  TKAKFIC — TITK 
T£MP£RANCK  OAfSK  —JOSEPH    HOFFMAN. 

The  tliirtl  general  conference  coiivoneJ  at 
Pewalt  Mechlin's,  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio, 
-May  the  15th,  1831.  The  whole  i-hurch,  as 
in  1815,  had  been  divided  into  districts,  und 
M*ere  nanie*^!  iind  pepresente<l  as  foUoft's: 

Marylaiul — Samuel  Huber,  Win.  Brown. 

Carlidf — ^Michao!   Bear. 

Virginia — ^(iooi^o  Gucthing,  D.  Pfeifer. 

Mitiiiii — iCeniy  Joi^eph  Frey,  Henry  Kv- 
ingor,   Keniy  Kumler,  sen.,  A.  Bonsler.  , 

Mml'iiiffimt — Michael  Bortsfiold,  A.  Forney. 

-Vfir  Laneastfr — Lewis  Kramer,  Xathaniel 
Jlaveus. 

-  -Lower  Lanaiste^ — Ucoi^  Bcnedum,  Jusepb 
]  toffinan. 

Indiana — J«hu  MeNamar,  iohn  Gcoi^e 
T*£fimmor. 

Three    delegates    elected    from    the    Ka«t 
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fulled  tu  attcud.  Xevrcomer  and  Zellcr  were 
mc-mbcrs  of  the  cuuferouce  by  virtue  of  thcii 
offi(«  aa  sutwriuU'udents. 

BbUup  Xuwcumwr  called  tlie  conference  Ic 
order,  rt;ad  Johu  jv.,  offered  prayer,  and 
delivered  an  uddress.  Of  the  matters  brouglit 
before  this  conference,  those  of  general  in- 
terest will  be  noticed  in  the  order  in  whicit 
tliey  came  up. 

I.  The  plan  of  representation.  A  letter  or  pe- 
tition from  two  influential  ministers  not  in  the 
conference  was  presented,  praying  that  the  diiv* 
cipline  b«  so  changed  that  each  conference 
be  representeil  in  genera!  conference  by  two 
itinerant  and  two  local  preachers.  The  matter 
of  the  petition  was  considered,  and,  on  motion 
of  JuH.  Hoffman,  it  was  resolved  that  tlie  plan 
adopted  in   ISlo  remain  in  force. 

i.  Tk»  plan  of  9upport.mg  the  nuniftr^.  This 
subject,  very  properly,  occupied  much  atten- 
tion. It  was  introduce<l  on  a  motion  made 
by  Mr.  McNaraur,  who  had  traveled  the 
year  before  for  $41,lti,  one  half  only  uf 
which  was  contributed  by  the  circuit  upon 
which  he  traveled.  The  conference  provided 
that  a  circuit  steward  should  be  appointed 
by  the  presiding  elder  and  the  circuit 
preacher    for    oaeli  circuit ;    and    that    each 
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class  tihuultt  c'ect  an  aasiatant  steward,  thflit 
j^  an  aiwsistant  to  tlie  uircuil  steward,  which 
aasiatAnt  atcwanl  should  be  required  to  lift 
(juurterly  contributions  in  money  and  prod- 
uce (the  produce  to  be  valued  according  to 
ite  worth  bctwtrcn  brother*),  for  the  support 
of  the  itinerant  preachi-rs;  and  that  said 
;iasistant  steward  should  report  all  money 
ajid  produce  obtatQcd  to  the  circuit  steward, 
who  should  report  to  the  quarterly  confer^ 
ence.  It  was  also  made  the  duty  of  the 
presiding  elder  to  carry  the  reports  made 
at  the  quarterly  conferences,  by  the  circuit 
stewards,  to  the  annual  conference.  These 
measures  told  favorably  upon  the  finances  of 
the  conferences. 

3.  Action  on  slavery.  On  no  subject  have 
The  United  Brelbrcn  iu  Christ  preserved  a 
cleaner  record  than  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
The  idea  of  chattel  slavery  was  abhorrent 
to  all  the  fathers ;  and,  althoUKh  many  of 
them  were  born  and  raii*e<^l  in  slave  States, 
yet  it  is  not  on  re«^iii  that  any  one  of  them 
ever  uttered  a  single  syllable  of  apology  for 
slavery.  Otterbein  and  Boehm,  in  common 
with  Asbury  and  Coke,  and  the  leading  di- 
vines of  atl  the  Protestant  churches  in  their 
day,    protested    ugninst    the    African    alavo 
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icadf,  and  agaiiif-t  t*ltivfrv  itself.  But,  while 
iiifuiy  other  eliurt-he?  hnve  receded  firom  ihe 
old  anii-slaverv  ground  on  which  they  stood 
during  the  tirst  and  second  decade  of  the 
eptury,  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ  have 
tinnly,  and  almost  alone,  maintained  theirs. 
Our  aimplfrhearted  people  could  never  rec- 
oncile it  to  their  consciences  to  buy  and  sell 
their  brethren  in  the  Lord,  or  any  for  whom 
Christ  died ;  and,  true  to  the  self-reliant  and 
industrious  habiti<  which  they  brought  from 
the  Fatherland,  lliey  preferred  to  earn  their 
vwn  bread  with  the  houest  labor  of  their 
(.*wii  hands. 

Mr.  Spaytb  says:  " involuntary  servitude, 
except  for  criuie,  haa  always  been  oondem* 
iicd  by  our  church.  Never,  at  any  period, 
did  the  church  view  it  in  any  other  light 
than  as  opprc&^ivc  and  unjust.  They  al- 
ways testified  decidedly  against  the  system, 
'  giving  it  DO  couutciuincc,  neither  roceiving 
nor  cncoumging  a  holder  of  slaves  to  unite 
with  the  church."* 

Owing  tu  the  rapid  expansion  of  slave 
territory,  the  wonderfid  growth  of  the  cottoa 
interest,  and  the  consequent  enhancement  of 
the  price  uf   slaves,    public    scntimont,   and 

•  U.  B.  HIrtoty,  p.   IS5. 
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tven  church  sentiment,  began  to  relax  amnz- 
■ingly,  as  early  u3  1821 ;  and  a  few  years 
sufficed  to  silence  the  press,  the  pulpit,  and 
<lhe  church  oi  the  South,  in  relation  to  the 
ain,  and  to  phicc  in  ignominious  bondage 
'nearly  all  the  denominations  of  the  whole 
country!  The  general  conference  of  1821, 
furesccing,  probably,  the  wide-spread  and 
abrming  corruption  of  the  Christian  con- 
dcionct-,  wisely  resolved  to  placo  upon  record, 
in  plain  terms,  the  doctrioo  of  Chrlstiantty, 
as  they  had  received  it,  in  relation  to  this 
evil,  and  effectually  bar  the  door  against  it. 
The  following  re«olutioD  was  accordingly 
adopted,  and  ptucud  in  the  discipline: 

COPV  OF  Tn£  ORIGINAL. 

*  ©crdilofffB  ant  vtiettnrt.  tfl^  Wuc  ©ttaWtci,  in  ml' 
tfefr  ^ejtalt  fie  mH)  Uitt^tn  mtf^t  unc  in  (tfnrm  (S'lnnr  tti 
Sontf,  in  unfccrr  @raicinfc^<ift  €tait  (labm  ptrt  rrlaubt 
irciten  ftU ;  unt  fcLtrn  ^crfonni  fii^i  yorfiiittr,  tie  Stlawn 
^alifTi  unt  (^litbrr  untcr  im^  fcin  ctrtfidb  mcltrn,  urn  fpli^e 
ju  ttfrttti:  fe  ffnitcn  Sifterc  hint  (Wlicl-n  Vcr  SkiTiniglMi 
Qriitrr  in  HMfiv  bicibcn  unb  fc^rrr  Mnt  nnttn,  rs  fti 
Wnn,  tap  jit  ihrt  ^tlaptn  fret  frpen,  fp  bolt  ifciwn  son  t>rr 
iaifrlirt'cn  ;5i)nffrfin  roriirfitirit6en  »irt,  fe  ju  i^un.  ^» 
foUouA  Wii  Wlirt  unftrer  ®eint{nf(^fil  U«  SRe^t  tdlxn, 
ir{^eH>(ini<if  3cldrtn,  lit  tijn^i  ttibra  niai^  ju  vtrtaufcn. 
Ua  foU  iit  cer  ^emill  t><r  )tit>tlic^ei  Sonferenj  frin,  ffrl4ifn 
■Snti?rn|^llfTn  riiu  Soif^iift  ju  ma^a,  eh  unt  trie  laiigc 
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lit  i^n  StEarm  prrtiniitii  cfirfrn  ;  rc((>  kU  ce  (rinrr  <Sc 
fcrntj  trlairbi  ftiii,  frld'rn  i3(Ui?Eiiba[tcrn  GrUiutnifi  ,|u  ^f* 
bm,  i^rt  Sctaofn  lilnfirr  ^u  hdlrrn  ct-er  (u  ffrtinfien,  a\i 
btobtr  SJIfiftfr  tiir*  tif  Srtfil  fclthcr  «nf*if  tint  ^trpttU 
lung  bot  fur  tic  Apfrcn  I'lncr  (fqirhunfl  ptei  ittrrt  ?Intauf(«, 

THANSLATION. 

"•  Resolvtti  nnd  cimotctl,  That  no  slavery, 
in  whatever  foi-ni  it  may  exist,  and  in  no 
sense  of  the  •woni,  shall  te  jiemiitted  or 
tolerated  in  rrnr  churth;  and  should  there 
be  found  any  jicrsons  holding  slaves,  who 
are  members  among  ntt,  or  make  application  to 
become  such,  then  the  former  can  not  remain, 
and  the  latter  can  mtt  l>ecome,  members  of 
the  Unile«l  Brt'thrL>»  in  Christ,  unless  they 
manumit  their  ttbive^s  hh  soon  as  they  re- 
(wive  directions  from  the  annual  conference 
80  to  do.  Neither  shall  any  member. of  our 
church  have  tJie  riirlil  to  hoU  any  of  iho 
slaves  which  he  or  she  may  now  hold.  It 
shall   be  in  the  |>ower  of  the  annual  confer- 

*  An  tbera  Iim  been  Mmv  disptiTr  alMiit  thv  pivei**  rvadio^  of  thiit 
luir,  vp  liavc  taken  iudif  p«JiiH  ii>  ubuiu  il  bh  urlgtuallir  adujitvdi 
It  wcmii  tbaf  J.  G.  PfrimmiT  kept  aJnUTnal  of  tb»  goix-ml  confn-- 
Mioe ;  Kiid  trvrn  tlm'  juMmnl  bi^b'ip  Sainuvl  Hi«<t(ui4  »>pi«d  tfac  rDin> 
QtM  of  Ui«  gi^uersl  tonf<!rcnoc  of  1^1  iiilo  ihe  Uvtvnl  cautunnc* 
journal  •  Wp  giic  the  rule  in  the  Gvrmui,  as  we  find  it  iu  tlur  hand- 
wriline  of  b'ahnp  It.  TIir  trniilati-m  in  by  F..  Liubt.  wii  it  u 
Ti«vlj  ItUrtI  At  it  ckti  W  naulr.  6m  Utuiil  cunfvrvnM  j^unial, 
VP-  K-103. 
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t'ncc  to  prescribe  to  such  slavehoMors  wheth- 
or,  and  how  lung,  ihey  may  Kiro  out  their 
^Ittvcs;  but  tio  conference  sHaH  Ijc  allowed 
to  give  to  such  sluveboldere  |>eniiiH>}ion  to 
hold  or  hire  out  their  slaves  for  :iny  time 
longer  than  until  the  innster  shnll,  through 
the  labor  of  sutli  wrvanta,  have  u  remu- 
neration for  the  c:Lpcusva  of  ruitiing  or  buy- 
ing them." 

The  reader  Mill  not  bil  to  tLOticc  the 
iwintii  in  this  n-solution.  1.  Xo  alaverv  i*haU 
be  permitleil  or  toK-ratcd.  2.  If  there  ahouhl 
l>e  ijeraons  iu  the  c-lmrch  who  hold  hIuvcj^ 
they  can  not  remain  in  it,  uiilcaa  they  man- 
umit them  as  soctu  as  they  i^oceive  notice 
to  do  ao.  3.  If  slaveholders  apply  tor  «d- 
iniseion.  they  can  not  Ix-  received  unle^ 
Ihey  set  their  slaves  free.  4.  Xo  one  nho 
may  bo  involved  in  the  evil  »hrtll  rid  him- 
«elf  of  it  by  stdting  liis  slarea.  <>.  The  an- 
imal confereneo  .-thaJl  I»ocome  the  L'tiartliiiu 
lit"  any  jKrrson:*  uho  may  Ik-  held  a.-*  ftlavcd 
by  members  of  the  church,  and  moke  fur 
them  a  fair  eontract  as  In  the  lime  they 
shall  serve,  a*  a  remuneration  to  their  m:is- 
lyrs  for  niising  or  buying  them.  (>.  Xu  con- 
ference is  iillowed  to  irquiiT  a  slave  to  pciy 
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Bny  tiinrc  to  hi&  maatcr  than  simple  justiw, 
HA  between  man  and  man,  demands. 

It  may  be  thought  that  this  resolution  is* 
inconsistent  with  itself,  because  it  forbids 
all  slaverv  and  Ihcu  provide**  for  certain 
r.iaea;  but  this  objection  overlooks  the  fori 
that  the  provisions  arc  not  for  slavery,  bnt 
for  emancipation,  ft  is  not  ndmitted  in  t})t- 
resolution  that  any  one  may  ever  be  right* 
fully  held  as  a  slave;  but  it  in  implied  tluit 
one  who  is  in  the  condition  of  a  slave  nr< 
cording  to  the  civil  law,  may  be  under  pr- 
iKniarg  obligations  to  a  Cliristian ;  and  of 
tlie  fart  of  such  obligations  and  their  extent. 
the  annual  conference  Js  made  the  arbiter. 
One  can  readily  conceive  how  such  obliga- 
tions might  arise,  and  become  the  subje<-t  of 
f'hristiaii  arbitration. 

Still,  the  subject  of  arbitration,  in  cases  of 
this  kind,  is  one  of  extreme  diflBculty;  and 
it  was  deemed  advisable,  al  a  subsequent 
general  oonference,  to  remove  from  the  rule 
provision  for  such  arbitration.  The  rule  as 
amended,  and  to  which  the  church  has  ad- 
hered through  evil  report  and  pood  reixn-t, 
u  as  follows: 

All  slavery,  in  every  sense  of  tlie  vionX, 
Is  totally  prohibited,  and  shall  in  n«>  way  be 
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tolerated  iu  our  church.  Should  any  be 
found  in  our  society'  who  hold  slaves,  thoy 
«D  not  continue  as  members  unless  they 
do  personally  manumit  or  set  free  such 
:4taves. 

And  when  it  is  known  to  any  of  our  min- 
isters in  charge  of  a  circuit,  station,  or  mis- 
sion, that  any  of  itit  members  hold  a  slave, 
or  slavca,  he  shall  admonish  such  members 
to  manumit  such  slave  or  slarea;  and  if 
such  persons  do  not  take  measures  to  ean7>' 
out  the  discipline,  they  shall  he  expelled 
by  the  proper  authorities  of  the  church ; 
and  any  minister  refusing  to  attend  to  the 
duties  above  described,  shall  be  dealt  with 
by  the  authorities  to  which  ho  Is  amenable. 

5,  jAgvor-makin^,  Another  measure  of 
great  i  mportance,  adopted  by  the  general 
conference  of  1821,  deaervos  especial  notice. 
It  relates  to  the  manufacture  of  intoxicating 
drinks.  The  subject  was  introduced  by  Geo. 
Benedum,  who  offered  a  motion  which  de- 
clared that  "  no  preacher  shall  be  allowed 
to  carrj-  on  a  disiilleTy."  William  Brown 
moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  the  word 
■•preacher,"  and  substituting  the  word  "mem- 
ber."    It  was  then — 

•'  Resolved — That  neither  preacher  nor  lay- 
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menilicr  sliai!  be  allowMl  to  cMj-iy  nn  a  da- 
tillory;  and  that  dislillcrs  U-  n-fiiicf-twl  to 
trillingly  cease  the  business;  Ihnt  tho  mem- 
bers of  the  general  conforenw  be  requested 
to  lay  this  resolution  before  tlio  (wveral  an- 
nual conferences;  that  it  slmll  then  bo  the 
duty  of  the  preachers  to  labor  against  the 
evils  of  intemperance  during  the  interval  be- 
tween this  and  the  next  genei-a!  (V>nferen<v?, 
when  the  subject  shall  again  be  taken  up  for 
further  oonsideration." 

If  we  may  make  a  single  Mwption,  this 
is  tlie  earliest  e^^clesiasticrtl  action  on  record, 
which  was  aimed  at  the  Mijiproiision  of  the 
liquor  traffic.  The  earliest  action  which  has 
(V>me  under  our  notice,  m'ss  taken  by  tho 
(rcneral  Association  of  Massachusetts  Proper, 
in  1811,  nt  which  time  a  eommittee.  of  which 
Rev,  Dr.  Worcester  was  chairman,  was  ap- 
pointed to  draft  the  constitution  of  a  society, 
whose  object  should  be  to  check  the  progress 
of  intemperance,  viewed  Iiv  the  nS3oeiation  aa 
a  growing  evil.  It  was  not.  however,  until 
1813  that  the  contemplated  siwicty  was  or- 
ganised and  held  a  meeting.  Assmiatcd  with 
this  movement  were  some  of  the  nio>t  i-mi- 
nent  men  of  New  England,  such  a.*  Ilor. 
Samuel  Dexter  and  Hon.  Nathan  Dane.     I5ut 
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im  it  originated  among,  and  was  euntrolcd 
Ia-,  tlie  UniUmus,  il  fxtTtttl  no  t^ii^idorable 
iufluonce  out  of  the  New  Knglnnd  tStatcs; 
niid  it  was  not  until  after  the  organization  of 
ih.e  Ajuerlcaii  Temperance  Society,  in  1826, 
that  the  evangelical  Chrii<tjaii  ilcnuniinatious 
entered  into  the  movement.  This  was  five 
^•earrt  after  the  United  Brethren  genera!  con- 
lureiiee,  composed  mHinly  of  Cn<rni»n  preach- 
er>t,  had  committed  the  Uuitod  Brctbi'eu  min- 
i«lry,  in  j>articulur,  and  tlie  United  Hrcthreii 
i-hur«rli,  in  genural,  to  n  dL'(;ii*i»'cly  aggresaive 
iiiuvcmcut  against  ititetiiperaiuv.  The  gen- 
eral conference  of  1821  did  not  rt-gard  it« 
nctiuu  as  final,  but  uiuth-  It  the  duty  of  th<- 
]>rcachers  in  all  the  (-((nfcrenees  to  "labor 
against  the  evils  of  ititciii]>emnfe,"  reserving 
further  action  for  a  suli»c<|uc-iit  general  confer- 
enee.  It  can  not  be  cluiniutl  tbut  the  United 
Itrotliren  were  tardy  in  entering  the  temper 
iinoe  movement;  nor.  in  view  *<{  rej>eated 
general  and  annual  conferenee  action,  and  the 
miiform  activity  of  nieudx.*!*  and  ministerf^ 
since  1821,  that  they  have  U-en  sluthful  in 
the  Work.  The  truth  i.s  (liev  weiv  um^ug  the 
l»iv.noer*  in  the  t«in|>ei*aiice  movement,  and 
have  always  fought  in  tlie  advaneed  volumns. 
It  may  be  added   that  a  iwiwi-rful   impube 
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was  given  to  ihe  teniporancc  movement,  by  the 
liearty  cooperation  of  nearly  all  the  evangel- 
ical ChriBtian  churches,  with  the  American 
Temperance  Society.  During  the  first  ye^r 
of  the  existence  of  this  society.  30  auxiliaries 
were  formed;  during  the  second,  220,  five  (4 
which  were  state  institutions;  and  by  182d, 
olovcn  state  societies,  and  more  than  1,000 
iiuxiliuries  had  been  formed.  In  1831  more 
than  2,200  societies,  embracing  170,000  mem- 
l)crs,  were  rcportetl  to  the  parent  society ;  and 
it  was  believed  that  there  were  in  the  coun- 
ti^',  not  leas  thnn  3,000  societies,  numbering 
300,000  members:  more  than  1,000  diBtill- 
cries  had  put  out  their  fires.  It  wa*  reported 
to  the  annual  meeting  at  Boston  that  13(> 
vessL'Ia  had  sailed  from  that  port  »inco  th« 
previous  meeting,  without  any  provision  ^ 
spirits  on  boanl.  In  1833  the  auxiliary  «t»- 
cieties  numbered  4,000,  the  members  600,00Oj 
and  more  than  4,000  merehanta  had  ceased 
to  traffic  in  ardent  spirits,  and  not  less  thnn 
4,000  drunkards  had  ceased  to  use  intoxicat- 
ing drinks.  It  was  al»»o  reiwrted,  iijwn  relin-^ 
ble  data,  that  20,(X)0  faniilioa  were  then  living' 
in  ease  and  comfort.  50,000  children  released 
from  the  blasting  influence  of  drunken  par- 
ents,  100,000  more  h*om   that   parental  influ- 
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euce  wliieli  tc]ulo<]  to  make  them  *lruTikor<ls, 
US  resxilta  of  ihe  teiiipcrunce  movement.  It 
vtus  believed  tlint  more  than  a  milUoti  uf 
jK-i-sons  in  the  United  Stales  abstainwl  en- 
lirely  from  the  uiw  uf  intoxicating  drinks. 

The  princijile  of  total  ;ihstinonec  wn."  not 
iiigrafleU  into  ihi-  origiiml  tH>ciety,  ami  it  was 
first  made  the  uiatter  of  an  article  of  umtual 
agreement  at  Andover,  in  1826:  and  tliis 
principle  was  adoptoil  bv  the  American  Tem- 
|>crancti  Society  in  1829. 

The  rulo  in  the  United  Brethren  discipline, 
after  uudcrgolitg  various  niodiScalion^.  a^- 
suDted  itij  present,  uud,  hc  suppose,  perma- 
nent shape,  in  1841.     Tt  reads  as  fuUow^: — 

"The  di»titling,  vemliug,  and  u.-^e  of  ardent 
apirittt  as  a  bcveDigo,  !*hall  be,  and  i**  hereby 
forbidden  thmughout  our  aociety;  and  should 
any  preacher,  e.\hurter,  lemlcr,  or  luymnn,  Iw 
engaged  in  distilling,  vending,  or  using  ar<Ient 
spirits  as  a  beverage,  he  ?hnll  be  nccountablo 
to  the  class,  or  the  quarterly  or  annual  confer- 
ence to  which  he  belongs.  If  the  offending 
hrothor  be  an  exhorler,  leader,  or  layman,  it 
ahall  be  the  duty  of  the  preacher  in  charge  to 
admonish  him  in  ineokness.  If  he  be  a 
preacher,  it  shall  bo  the  duty  of  the  presiding 
officerof  a  quarterly  or  annual  conference  toa<U 
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monish  him  to  desiat  fnmi  his  unholy  employ- 
uient,  or  habit.  And  if  all  ft'iciidl}'  admoni- 
tions fail,  such  offending  jierson  or  i>ereoniii 
shall  no  longer  be  considered  members  of  our 
tliurch,  but  shall  be  expelled  fi-om  the  same; 
provided,  however,  that  this  rule  shall  not 
V  so  construed  as  to  prevent  druggists  and 
others  from  sending  or  using  it  for  medic- 
inal or  mechaniral  purposes." 

Tu  return  to  the  general  c-onference  of  1821. 
christian  Newcomer,  although  he  had  now 
reached  his  72nd  year,  was  full  of  itinerant 
-Qrv,  and  able  to  perform  the  duties  of  a 
suiK?rintendent;  lio  was  accordingly  re-elected. 
Amlrcw  Zellcr,  although  younger  than  Mr. 
'JTewcomcr,  being  unable  to  jwrforni  the  long 
journeys  on  horseback  it'tjuired  of  a  super- 
intendent, Kn.<i  not  re-elected.  His  place  was 
lilled  by  the  election  of  Joseph  Hoffinan,  who 
wjm  then  in  the  \'ig<)r  of  life.  Bishop  Zellcr 
had  worthily  tilled  the  ofBee  from  the  period 
of  his  first  election  in  181-5. 

Joseph  Hoffman",  tlic  ucwly-ck-ctwl  bishop, 
was  born  in  Cumberland  To..  l*a..  March  19tb, 
1780.  He  e.iperience<l  n-ligion  in  1801;  was 
4icotis«d  to  preach  in  18()^^:  l>ecanie  an  itin- 
enint  in  1805;  was  ehosen  lo  ttll  the  pulpit 
vacated  by  Otterbein  in   Ilnltinioiv,  in  1813; 
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«  ikI    ill    1831,    as    jual    sinivA.   w;in    elected 
bitfbup. 

Ills  talents  s»  an  ex|MmnJ(.<r  nf  the  luicred 
Scii|)turu8,  and  eaiwcially  i>f  tlnwu  portiun^  of 
till:  Old  Testament   jK-Ttaiiiing  t»i  the   teiu]t1e 
wnd  it»  service,  and   other  ty|H'K  <if   the  New 
Cuveuant,   were   rare.      He   wiin  gifteil   with 
moiv   that!   an   ordinary    whare   nf  elm|iience. 
liis  coiniiianding  stature,  tlccji-ttiiie*!,  and  well- 
jivcented  voice,  expressive  gi-isttireM,  -siinl  thor- 
ough earne»tiieK$  of  iiianiicr,  inspired  his  hear- 
vr»  of  all  chiijses  with    reverence;    and  few 
failed  to  recognize  in  him  »  chosen  einlmiwa- 
dor  of  the  court  of  heavfii-    Jlr.  Spaylh,  who 
licaiil  him  in  hia  Wst  days,  ix'lates  some  in- 
viilcnts  which  serve  to  illuwtrale  his  manner 
of  preaching  butler  than  any   merely  formal 
Istiiti'mcnt.    Take,  for  example,  the  following: 
"At  n  iiuartcrly  meeting  helil  at  John  Strick- 
Jer's,    ill   Westmoreland   Co.,   I'a.,    i»    1817, 
Joseph  Iloffniun  preached  from  Isaiah  1:  18, 
li),   20.      'Come  uow  and   lei   uji  reason   to- 
gether, saith  the  Lortl;  ihuugii  your  ains  bo 
us  scarlet,  they  shall  bu  as   white  as  »now; 
though  they  be  red  like  crinLfoii.   Ihey  shall 
l>e  as  wool.'  etc      While  ilwelliiij.'  upon   tlio 
character  of  sin  staining  the  sctil  in  all  its 
{torts,  crimsuu  deaoting  the  tudeliUc   atatu 
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vhifb  no  earthly  clement  can  wiihli  away,  but 
which   aimiKht_v  grace,   tlirougli    the   atoning 
Wood  of  JeHua,  can  remove  eiitin>l,v.  rcmove 
from  every  soul,  even  tie  most  (Iceply  erim- 
-soned  with  Min,  the  aiulieiicc  listened  with  at- 
tention,   and    were   lillrtl    with   joy.    for    his 
speech  tUslilled  as  the  dew  and  as  the  small 
mill  upon  the  tender  g^rass.      Hut  when  the 
condition!*  were  preaentetl,  and  the  threatcn- 
iitgs  of  insidtcd  justice  intriKluced,  the  feeling 
lufanie  intense.     The  soul  stained  and  spotted 
with  sin  which  added  the  erinie  of  rebellion 
against  Jehovah,  was   brought    into  the  pres- 
e,uce  of  the  lawgiver,  and  as  he  reached  the 
last  verso  of  the  text,  'But  if  ye  refuse  a.uA 
and  FL'bel,  ye  shall  be  devoureil  by  the  sword, 
for  the  mouth  of  the   Lord  hath  spoken  it,' 
his  voioe  rose  with  the  grandeur  and  solem- 
nity uf  the   theuie,  and  it  seemed  as  if  the 
sword  were  actually   drawn.     'What!'   cried 
he,   'rebel,  and  there  the  swor<l,  the  sword  I" 
Sinners  were  paralyzed  with  fear,  as  if  they 
were    waiting  for   the    blow.     The   preacher 
paused,  iknd  looking  up,  began  tu  pray:  'Oh 
Lord!  »]>aru  this  people,  although  their  sins  be 
AA  scarlet,  and  as  crimson,  in  the  fountain  that 
was  opened  for  sin  and  undeanness  wash  them, 
and  make  tlieni  white  as  snow.'  "     The  reader 
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can  imagine  how  well  preporwl  his  sin-strickea 
aiiJicnce  were  to  follow  him  in  his  prayer. 

Biahop  Hoffman  was  an  excellent  specimen 
of  an  itineraot  minister.  Strong  in  Ixwly,  care- 
less of  exposure,  suffering  ixtverty  joyfully, 
with  «  voice  which,  "without  being  Mtraine^l, 
jind  flowing  in  unison  with  tlip  srandeur  of 
the  (fospel  theme,  could  hf  distinctly  heard  a 
mile  or  more,"  he  seemed  the  i>ersonification 
•  •f  ull>that  was  desirable  in  n  jiionecr  bishop. 

While  he  filled  the  office  of  HUperintcndent, 
he  trareled  extenaivcly,  nnd  |nr:irhcd  the 
gospel  in  many  places  whtTc  ihe  United 
Brethren  were  unknown.  One  summer  waa 
»pent  in  Canada,  in  incessant  traveling  and 
preaching,  where  the  fi-uits  nf  hi--*  Inbors,  like 
those  of  Whitfield,  were  gathered  by  others. 
He  8i>ent  a  winter  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
"  where  he  gained  access  to  many  pulpita 
nmongst  the  great  and  good;  and  had  rest 
Iwcn  hi-s  object,  he  might  have  bwn  settled 
there  iu  a  very  desirable  livijig  wliich  waa 
proffered  him."  In  1824  he  visited  I'hiladel- 
phia,  where  he  made  many  fricndA,  who  parted 
with  iiim  reluctantly. 

Mr.  Hoffmuu  fillfxl  the  tiffiL-e  uf  general 
lUperintendent  from  bl:;!  Ut  i^J't,  with  emi- 
30nt  ability  and  iaitlil"idiu-is. 
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CHAPTER   VIII. 

CRNERAL  CONFEEENCE  OF  1825 — BAPTISM,  OB- 
DDiATIOX,  ITIKEEACT  — THE  ENGLISH  EhB- 
MEST — UlAM I COSFEREKCE  PI  TIDED — rPBDf* 
MRR,   HATER,   ETC. 

On  the  loUi  of  May,  1825.  the  fourth  gen- 
eral conference  assembled  sJ  Dewalt  Mech- 
lin's, Fairfield  Co.,  0.  The  mt'mtwrs  presont 
wprc  Christian  Newcomer  .iiifl  Joseph  Ilofl' 
man,  hishops. 

Pennsifhania  conferenre  (eallcd  Ilageretown 
on  the  journal).  Abraham  Mayer,  John  Hildt, 
Jacob  Daub.  Unniol  Pfcifer.  Williuni  Brown. 

Muskingum  conference:  H.  O.  Spayth,  Henry 
'li'rrctt.  James  Johnston.  J.  Cram,  Christian 
Kerger. 

Hfiami  conference:  Henry  Kuinlcr.aen..  Hen- 
ry Joseph  Fry,  Jacob  Antrim,  John  Fether- 
huff,  Samuo!  Heiatand.  Xathaniel  Uavens, 
'Andrew  Zeller.  John  (I.  I'ftnmmer,  Georgo 
HAffman.  Uowalt  MerhHii.  Willifliii  AmbroA«, 
and  WiMiiini  Stewanl. 
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Bi8hoi>  Ntrwcomer  oponod  the  confcroiiee, 
reading  Mjitt.  25,  offering  prayer,  and  exhort- 
ing the  brptiirrn  to  unfeigned  love. 

The  items  of  general  interest  passed  upon 
by  tliis  conference,  may  be  briefly  stated 
under  nppmpriate  heads: 

1.  On  ImjitiMit.  To  the  Inst  paragraph  (>f 
the  confession  of  faith,  the  following  words 
were  added: 

"Thai  fVoni  henceforth  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful for  one  pivndicr  to  aMisurc  or  condemn, 
whether  in  private  or  in  publie,  the  mode 
of  baptism  of  another;  and  whosoever  shall 
make  himself  guilty  of  such  act,  shall,  upon 
discovery,  be  considered  n  dcfamer.  «nd  bo 
held  accountable  to  the  next  annual  confer 
enoe."  This  item  was  reportcnl  to  the  con- 
ference by  a  committee  of  which  the  vener- 
able John  0.  I^fritnnier  was  clininiian,  and 
wa«  adopted  by  a    unanimous  vote.* 

*  Tlw  cwly  brvtbn'ii.  m  wr  hare  alrrady  siw-n,  *<t  ihcir  he&t  l[k«  k 
AinI  a^nki  tiliraixin  »ii  ibc  Mubitvt  at  tuiplimii.  Mr.  IIuIict  rr-latc* 
tn  Mitritix*  uf  Ur  Orwh.  bearing  uii  tbi*  mibjict.  wbivh  it  vaclh  prr- 
««viiig,  "  A  mui  living'  ill  Lancuter  councjr,  ?a.,  noiue  yntm  a^, 
V(«iinci«rc(M«ietion,uidbCK*nU>i>my  luthid.  Hevrtir  abnut  pnj'inc 
m  alBiMl  oTurf  corni-r  fur  ■  lone  liinp.  «iibaut  finding  rvlitf.  It  euam 
into  bit  niii<l  one  dsy,  lb*l  if  he  vttuit^  w  grC  rcligiou,  h«  nnwt  b9 
baptiziMl  t>;  ironiMKiuii.  At  onoi<  In-  nnnivKt  to  do  to,  aoi)  vbflO  b« 
v«nt  lnt<i  lliv  vbUt  ha  h«l  (aiih  ibnl  God  woiilij  bl«>«i  bim,  nnd  *o 
ii>  tunwd  out.  He  p«  rvlt^bm  in  ibc  yrry  aci  of  tmiMnioa.  Krom 
Uiia  tic  arguol,  tbat,  as  be  bnil  bcrn  scvkinj;  (be  Lord  Car  a  long  time. 
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2.  Ordination.  7t  was  docidcd  that  in  easo 
an  elder  U  elected  a  »uj»orint«>ndont,  he  need 
not  be  rc^rdaincd. — a  second  ftrdioation  being 
without  scriptural  waiTsnt.  It  appearB  that 
the  idea  of  ordaioiiig  bishops  oevcr  bad  any 
In-Itl  ill  thr-  «v>in'ii'li«m»  of  the  church;  and  it 
wait  owmfj;.  no  doubt,  to  a  verj-  strong  out- 
itide  influence  to  which  the  church  was  RuK 
jected  from  1815  to  1821,  that  a  form  for 
the  ordination  of  a  bishop  waa  introduced, 
xnd  under  it  two  bishopa,  Zeller  and  HofT- 
nian,  ordained.  A  few  years  sufficed  for  this 
unsoriptural  usage. 

Kindred  to  the  ordination  of  bishops  wi 
that  of  the  ordination  of  <[eacons,  ihua  making 
a  third  grade  in  the  ministry;  and,  between 
1817  and  1825,  tjuite  a  number  of  United 
brethren  ministers  were  ordained  to  the  office 

bill  did  dM  find  bim  ualil  be  w<iit  under  tlir  water,  m  Ihal  «•«  th» 
onlj'  Imp  var.  and  tbtrt  U  na  «ikrr,  tbrou^h  vhjrh  tn  obt«l&  ib- 
hg^tm.  At  one  tiin<.  wlwn  arguing  ia  favo  of  bia  idM  with  Cbri*- 
|o{ihri  Ortnh,  Ihr  latlcr  l»)d  bitu  thai  'be  kiua  a  aiau  wba  bad 
lavn  awalfrni-ii  In  ■  vow  «f  hi*  nini.  and  vt-nl  aboul  from  [Jao* 
to  piiet,  MvJfliii;  the  liord  in  prayer,  ju»I  w  he  bad  doDr.  Al  «n« 
TJrr.v  tbin  ptr-MiD  wan  lo  his  barb  oo  ttia  kn<«i,  vhrit  il  cudo  inM 
L>>-  nititl,  Uinl  lie  Khoiild  go  up  inlo  iLr  j^amt  ia  bia  bauw  to  praj, 
ftiWowing  tbv  iniiiriiBtnn,  br  utnv  from  hU  fcnwa  left  tfaf  bt»'~ 
went  tato  (be  buuac — <uid  in  ibv  act  «f  gi^ug  up  ilia  ataifa,  baCcc* 
n«cfaiD{  the  g»ml,  hi*  Eeul  ifu  set  al  libmjr.  Tbls  pTorm,*  «on- 
tinond  Gmth,  '  tbal  a  prr<>oc  <ftn  bf  MxriTHtKi  without  InmcniMti 
bat  tl  doM  iwf  provr  Uial  wcr*  ont  irho  wcnild  calcr  die  klngdooD, 
•ttuM  liif'ially  climb  ■  IntUit.'  " 
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uf  deacon.  This  ]>ravticc  was  diaoontinued 
also.  The  resolution  whiuh  was  called  fortli 
by  the  election  of  a  new  superintendent,  H. 
Kuinler,  aen.,  covered  the  whole  ground.  It 
reads  as  follows: — 

"Rowolvcd,  That  as  the  nowly-clectod  bistioj) 
has  already  been  ordained  bv  the  impositiou 
of  handft  as  an  elder  in  the  church,  a  second 
ordination  is  not  deemed  essential  to  the  duties 
of  a  bishop ;  nor  do  we  find  a  scriptural  prec-- 
e<lent  for  a  second  or  a  third  ordination." 

Thus,  aftvr  a  brief  divergence  toward  epi«- 
(-■opal  errors,  the  United  Brethren  wisely  re- 
turiie<l  to  the  plain  path. 

3.  The  itineracy.    Two  mensuree  were  adopt- 
ed, having  an  important  bearing  on  the  itin- 
eracy.    1.   The  conferences  were   required  to 
elect  presiding  elders  who  should  continually 
travel    their  districts,   and   receive   an   equal 
salary    with    llie    other    itinerant    preachers. 
2.  It  was  voted   thai   a  public  collection    be 
lifted  once    a    year   at   eaeh    epjwtntmcnt  of 
every  circuit,  for  the  support  of  the  sujwrin- 
itendcnts  or  bisho|>s;  and  also,  that  a  bishop,  if 
^  lie  be  a  nian-ied  man,  should  receive  no  more 
Ihan  $160  [»er  annum;  if  single,  no  more  than 
^'W.      This  n-jiM   the    maiimum  of  salarj'  al- 
lowed to  the  othfr  traveling  prt^flchers,     Hith- 
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eito  the  presiding    elders  had  Ijecn  elected 
firom  among  the  local  prpuvtiers;  aod,  in  most 
oasi?s,  as  many  presiding  t'ldt-rs  wito  elected 
an  there   were  circuits;  and    lliis   plan  hnd 
worked  well.     It  had  its  mlvflntage-s;  but  the 
time  had  come  when  a  uinre  thorough  and 
energetic  superintendcncp  of  the  rapidly-en- 
larging circuits  and  missiims  was  demanded. 
The  conferences  did  not  all  tiiid  it  practicabltt 
to  adopt  the  new  plan  at  once;   but  it  was 
introduced  gradually,  and  the  presiding  elders 
in    all    the  conferencea  became  regular    and 
efiirient  itinerants.     Up  to  this  time,  also,  the 
tmhopa  had  labored  almost  without  any  salary, 
and  no  systematic  plan  of  support  had  been 
juloptcd.    OtLerbein's  few  wants  had  been  met 
by  the  church    in   Baltinn'iv.      IJoehm   sup- 
ported him-HcK   from   hi.s  farm.      Xewcomer, 
who  has  never  I)een  excelled  as  an  itinerant, 
sustained  himself  from  bis  own  means.     Hoflf- 
man,   who  also  gave   liim.^elf  wholly  to  the 
work,  lived  mainly  upon  his  own  resources.    It 
is  plain,  however,  that  an  etficient  superintend- 
eney  can  not  be  ensured  without  pttuniary 
rost;    and    the    measures    adopted    in    1825, 
-ndded    materially    to    the    effidcncy    of   tho 
itinerant  system. 
4.  Leading  guesthm  to  catuiiilattifor  the  mm* 
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iHry.  The  leading  questions  to  be  answered 
hj  ciiiwlidfttes  for  tlie  aiinistrv  were  revised, 
ftnd  wmiu  slight  chftDges  madt*.  We  iiisort 
them  its  revised: 

Ua\u  you  known  (rod  in  (')irist  Jc^xia  as 
a  Bin-jKirdooiDg  Ciod.  and  havu  you  obtained 
ihe  furj^ii'ent'ss  of  your  sins? 

Havfi  you  now  [>eiLce  with  (Jtxl,  jind  is  the 
love  ni'  <jod  8h<'<l  nhmad  in  your  heart  by  the 
Holy  Spirit? 

Do  you  fulluw  after  huliiiw«8? 

Do  jutu  believi.'  the  Bible  to  bo  the  word 
uf  GotI,  and  that  thoreiu  only  is  contained  the 
true  way  to  our  scut's  sntvatiou? 

U))oii  what  is  this  belief  founded  ? 

What  is  your  motive  for  desiring  permifi- 
tion  lo  pixHich  thf  CJomjh^IV 

What  i«  your  knowh-dgy  t»f  fjiith,  of  Kipcnt- 
auoe,  of  juxtitication.  sanotitintdon.  and  re- 
■iemption. 

Dot»  your  own  salvatiun.  and  th*-  Salvation 
of  your  fellow- luorlals  lie  ueai-er  your  heart, 
ihan  .ill  other  things  in  (he  world? 

Will  you  subject  yourself  to  the  counsel 
of  your  bn^thren?  \\'ill  you  Im>  obedient  and 
ready  id  .'ipt-ak  or  Imld  your  |>eaoc,  as  vour 
l»rethr'-ii  iiiav  think  tit  i>r  exjH-dient? 

A3>-  you  willing,  w   tuuch  uti  is  iu  your 

ToL.  ll.-ll. 
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]K>wor,  to  asaist  in  uplioltHng  tlu-  itinerant 
l>Ian,  and  Hupport  the  snme  ns  much  n.«  po»- 
rtible? 

5.  Fraternal  iatercovrge.  A  ii  cffoi-t  w«« 
made  by  this  rt>nference  to  renew  the  frator- 
iial  intcrcourm"  with  the  Methodist  Epiaropal 
church,  which  had  been  abruptly  broken  oft' 
.>omG  .years  pn'viou»ly.  Accordingly  Henri 
Kumlcr,  !«en..  and  John  McNaiuar,  wen*  de- 
puted to  the  Ohio  M.  E.  conference.  Chrisl- 
ian  Newcomer  and  John  Hildt,  to  the  Bai- 
timore,  and  H.  G.  Spaytli  itnd  Joseph  Iloft- 
man,  to  the  Pittsburp.  To  tliis  well-meant 
eflTort.  aa  might  have  been  expected,  there 
was  no  rosponse.  Raj) idly-growing  chiirrhe?- 
somoiimes  forget  even  the  courtesies  duo  to 
other  Christian  bodies,  and  re^rd  as  of  no 
acoount  whatever  those  kindly  interehangi^  of 
fraternal  recognition  between  sister  denomina- 
tions which  an-  both  pleasant  and  profitable. 

6.  The  Eitffh'fJt.  A  resolution  was  adopted 
in  reference  to  the  English  language,  which 
serves  as  an  iniportaiil  way-mark.  It  reads* 
thus:  "Resolved  that,  if  necessary,  an  English 
as.  well  as  a  German  secretari'  .shall  be 
elected  at  any  annual  conference."  "If  neo- 
eioarj'" — thi-t  word  expresses  n  great  deal. 
The  English   language  wns*  making  its  way 
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into  thf  cliurcti.  iu  iIr-  wt%t  niitiiil.v.  The 
discipline  imuwI  Ijv  tlifi  flrst  pMu-ml  fion* 
furcnce  »U9  printed  iu  the  Ocrinuii  hut'^'uuge 
oiity.  Uc-ttreeii  1813  and  1821,  a  fen  KiigUsh 
preachers  wore  adriiittod,  uiid  at  the  gciicriil 
vonfercufc  of  LS^I,  two  uf  lUu  uuiiibur,  Mc- 
Xamar  and  HaveuH,  tcxtk  tlieir  seats  as  del* 
ef;at«4  from  the  Miami  coiiltTciice.  Others 
tliere  were  in  that  geacrul  conferein-e,  who 
«ould  preach  in  the  English  language,  but  the 
Cieruian  was  their  mother  tongue.  Thi-  Ocr- 
muii  brethren,  however,  wtre  not  unwilling 
lu  extend  to  the  English  a  friendly  hand, 
and  tlicrcfore  thcy  ordered  that  the  disuiplinc 
of  1821  should  be  printed  in  both  languages; 
and  80  it  ajjpeared — the  left  aide  of  each  page 
(rennan,  the  right  aide  Kugli»1i. 

Again,  iu  1825  two  Kuglish  dulegaiu»,  N. 
Havens  and  VT.  Steward,  took  their  seata  in  the 
general  conference;  and  by  that  time,  although 
the  business  of  all  the  conferences  wa»  done 
chiefly  in  German,  the  Kngllih  uiterest  had 
booonie  sufficicntlv  important,  in  some  uf  the 
conferences,  to  render  it  iidvi^ablv  to  make  an 
linglish  as  well  as  a  Uermau  record.  For 
years,  during  the  period  uf  transition  from 
the  Ciermau  (o  the  Kiigtish  language,  the 
discipline  was  printed   in   Ihi-   manner  indi- 
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catetl,  itntl  Kome  of  the  conference  journals 
(the  Miami  for  instance)  were  written  in  the 
samo  manner. 

6.  The  Communion.   On  this  subject  the  fol 
lowing  question  and  answer  were  adopted: 

Quest.  \\'ho  shall  i>artake  of,  and  whom 
shall  we  invite  and  admit  to  the  Lord's  supper? 

Ans.  First,  all  true  Christians;  and  aeo- 
ondly,  all  who  are  penitent,  seeking  the  sal- 
vation of  their  souls. 

7.  nicision  of  the  Miami  conference.  Up  to 
1824  the  parent  oonference  of  the  weet,  the 
Miami,  extended  from  the  Muskingum  rivejr, 
in  Ohio,  to  Ilarrison  Co.,  Indiana.  It  was 
divide<l  into  seven  presiding  elder's  districte, 
descriltwl  in  the  journal  as  follows: — 1.  In- 
diaoH,  consisting  of  Union  and  WTiitewater 
cireuil-s  including  Indiana  to  the  Ohio  state 
lino.  "2.  Dover,  Ijounded  eastward  by  the  Big 
Miami  and  the  state  road  from  Franklin  to 
£atOH.  X  Gcrmantuwn,  extending  north  to 
Grcen\ille,  Darke  Co.,  0.  4.  Miami,  extend- 
ing friiui  the  liig  Miami  to  the  Black  Swamp. 
6.  M''a.shingtoH,  from  the  Black  Swamp  to  the 
Sciotfi  river.  6.  Circleville,  from  the  Scioto  to 
the  Hawking  river.  7.  New  Lancaster,  from 
the  IliK'king  Ut  the  Muskingum. 

pD  Elir  11th  of  June,  1824,  this  old  confw- 
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ea«  of  the  we-sl  (-onveiiCHl  at  Bookwolter's, 
in  Rom  Co.,  ().,  lo  huM  its  last  united  ses-j 
aion.  In  the  same  county,  and  near  thu  same 
plaoc,  it  btul  hold  iti<  tli^t  sossion,  in  1810.  The 
bIcsHing  of  God  «i>on  fourteen  years  of  per* 
severing  work,  had  given  to  the  conference 
oonsidprahle  strength,  and  the  wildorncRS  waa 
beginning  to  hli>s:*om  as  the  ro&c.  Early  in 
the  aoBsion  the  snbjiMjl  of  a  division  of  the 
oonferonoe  vraa  introduced,  and  it  was  "voted 
that  the  Miami  conference  should  be  divided,] 
and  that  the  Itlaek  Swamp  should  bo  the 
dividing  line:  proridod  that  the  same  shall 
be  sanctioned  by  general  conference.  Voted, 
also,  that  the  western  part  shall  retain  the 
name  of  tlu*  Miami  tN^nfcrence,  and  that  the 
eftdtern  part  .•*lmll  U'  called  Scioto."  The  gen- 
eral conference  sjinctionetl  the  action  of  the, 
Miami  conference. 

7.  fiishops.  On  balloting,  it  appeared  that 
Christian  Xeweonier  and  Ilonrv  Kumlcr  had 
rooeiveil  the  greatest  numlx>r  of  votes;  and 
they  were  declared  superintendent*. 

The  year  lK3o  is  marked  by  the  <Uvease 
of  two  more  of  the  venerable  Gorman  fHlhers, 
Abraham  Draksel,  and  John  G.  Pfriiumcr, 
The  character  :(nd  labors  of  these  dtstinguiahcd 
servants  of  Ood  are  noticed  at  lengtli  in  tho 
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first  >o)i)]iie  of  thb  liistory;  alw  the  deceast 
of  Mr.  Draksel.* 

Jfr.  Pfiimmer,  the  pioneer  of  the  rhurch 
in  Incliaim,  <lied  at  hi»  home,  near  CoryJon, 
in  IL-irri:s<>n  Co.,  in  the  tiixty-fuurlh  year  uf 
his  age,  having  apent,  in  the  nunistrv,  thirty- 
five  ycftre.  In  1824  he  visited  his  brethren 
in  the  canU  and  attended  the  conference  which 
met  at  Petersburg,  where  he  preached  the  or- 
dination semion  from  Rom.  12:  1,  2.  The 
May  following  lie  attended  the  general  con- 
ference which  met  in  Tuscarawas  Co.,  0., 
where  he  to<.>k  an  active  part  in  the  husinefs. 
■'appeared  in  gooti  health,  and  preached  with 
his  accustomed  clearness  and  power." 

After  the  conference  adjourned,  and  he  re 
turned  to  Indiana,  he  expressed  the  convic 
tion  that  his  "race  was  run,"  and  that,  using^j 
his  own  words,  he  was  "soon  gning  to  join' 
the  groat  assembly  in  heaven."    As  the  time 
of  fall  de|)arture  approached,  the  peculiar  force 
oi  his  sermons  was,   if   possible,   intensified. 
To  Henry  IBonebrakc  he   declared  that   his 
hope  in   the    Rc<tcemer  was    unshaken,  and 
ihAl  it   afforded   him   great  joy  as  bis  end 
drew  near."     While  he  was  uttering  the«e 
wordf-Z'says  Mr.  B.,  "hw  countenance  beamed 

•  Pacex96:-J87l. 
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OB  wiiU  11  light  which  wiu  visihie  upon  him 
in  dotiUi. " 

Ou  the  :Mth  uf  November  1826,  AiiitAHAX 
Mayek  departed  thin  life,  in  tho  &4th  year  of 
his  Ai;Q.  He  lin<l  h*Tii  a  faithful  minister 
thirty '  ycttM.  Ho  want  born  in  Cumberland 
Co.,  l*a., — n  county  which  has  ftuiiUhed  a 
large  quota  of  ufiiciout  United  Brethren  niin- 
istcn, — joined  the  church,  and  commcnood 
preaching  in  1796.  His  house  was  a  preach- 
ing place  fur  nmny  years,  and  many  great 
meetings  won^  hold  there,  in  tho  early  his- 
tory of  the  church,  in  times  which  tried  me&'s 
souls.  Hin  hospitality  know  no  bounds.  Ho 
was  also  ft  fjiitliftil  pifa.-hor,  noror  shrink- 
ing fi-oni  uny  duty  required  at  his  hands. 
He  was  u  member  of  the  fii-al  general  con- 
ference, and  of  the  fourth,  which  met  in  1826, 
a  little  more  than  a  year  piior  to  his  de- 
mise. 

In  person  he  nas  prepossessing,  in  dress 
a  Mennonite,  in  heart  and  life  an  Israelite 
indei'd.  lie  pu!<sc.sscd  a  strong  and  cultivated 
mind.  In  prayer  ho  had  power  with  God; 
in  preaching  lie  wjus  stern  in  reproof,  and 
UDcuin promising  in  his  dealings  with  sin,  ro* 
minding  one  of  Klisha  the  prophet.  He  loved 
the  cause  of  the  divine  Master,  and  adorned 
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it  with  a  most  exemplary  and  holy  life,  giving 
much  of  his  time  to  primching,  and  of  his 
substance  to  rnisc  and  build  up  the  church, 
of  which  he  was  a  father.*  The  following 
ploaaiug  incident  in  his  life,  with  the  accont- 
panying  ^octtons,  arc  horn  Mr.  Spayth:— =- 

"In  1813,  when  within  four  or  five  mile« 
of  an  appointment  which  had  been  annminced 
for  him,  he  inquired  at  a  respectable  farm- 
house, the  road  and  the  distance  to  Mr.  K.'s. 
The  lady  of  the  hoxise,  after  giving  him  the 
desired  information,  wished  to  know  whether 
he  was  the  minister  who  was  expected  to 
preach  at  Mr.  K.'s.  He  replied  io  the  affirm' 
alive. 

"'But,'  said  abe,  'you  do  not  look  like  our 
ministers — what  church  do  you  belong  to?' 

" '  Unit«i  Urythren,'  he  replio<l. 

"She  undci-stixtd  him  to  say  '  CanverUd 
Brethren.'  and  repenting  the  word  to  her 
huabiind.  she  said,  'who  over  heard  of  the 
Convei-tw!  Brethren  church?'  'You  may 
have  mi-^understootl  the  man,'  suggested  the 
husband,  '  Xo,'  she  insisted.  '  he  certainly 
aaid  he  belongetl  to  the  Concerts!  Brethren.' 
"'Now',  said  she,  'this  la  ver\' strange;  aup- 
po»  we  go  to  the  meeting,*— and  so  jJwy 
•  spuyth,  p.  na  I, 


WBnt^  The  \!u\\  -^niil  hIh:  was  ix*iHjlvod  t'l  hear 
whal  a  coiiveiicd  pivsu-hcr  would  prcai-li,  ex- 
pecting to  licar  ftmu'tliiiig  cither  U>  luiiiiae  or 
to  ridicule.  But  ronvicti"iii  i'n!"iitl  ft-"!)!  whal 
she  heanl.  and  tlie  word  converted  rang  in 
her  ears  all  the  while,  nnd  reaultc<I  in  the 
oonvemion  of  honwif,  her  husband,  and  of 
many  in  their  neighlwrhood.  And  yet  this 
man  and  his  vrife,  hml,  io  their  youth,  been 
catechifled  and  confirmed.  This  ia  hnt  a 
caae  out  i)f  a  thonBand.  where  under  eate- 
chotieal  infltruelions  ;md  trainings,  the  3-outh- 
ful  aubjectH,  nevertheleiw.  remain  in  pn-round 
igaorancc  of  the  eauifo,  the  nature,  and  the 
necciwity  of  the  new  hirlh.  and  &»  ignorant 
of  the  truth  of  the  eonverting  (>ower  of  God, 
by  a  hoj»|>Y  e.KiH'rienw,  a?  if  it  wore  im  part 
of  the  doctrine  of  Jesii*  ChriM.  0  ge  jM'ftor^, 
M  U  poMihff  thit  tJic  hungry  .lieep  loot  up,  and 
are  notfffiT' 

Cmttr  to  C*!r*ry'*  haij  miiuntttin, 
flinncro  niinnl  by  the  fall  t 

.  Hi>ra  t  pun*  ind  bralin);  founUlB. 

'  I'lovn  to  jrou — lomc — Io  »U—  [ 

I  In  ■  ftU  poprtual  tidB, 
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CUAPTER    IX.  .( 

SBCR^T    nOCIETIRH— GKN.  r.-ONKKUEXCK  OK  1829. 

*'  Krom  thp  ver_)'  cwminenrement,  tlie 
UniU-tl  IlrelhrtTi  in  Ohrist  dim-oiinteiuniced 
I  secret  iH>cictic8,  and  rofuKetl  to  receive  tnecn- 
bere  of  such  societios,  however  unex^^efttion- 
able  in  every  other  respect,  into  the  church, 
excei>t  on  on©  conclition,  viz.,  »ep*iration  fr^m 
mch  wdtra.  •  •  W'e  do  not  wish  to 
magnify  ourselves  apiinwt  any  aKitociaiion  of 
men,  but  it  is  Hulficient  for  ut*  to  know 
thai  a  Christian  chunrh  Im  one  thing,  and  a  I 
Beorel  society  quite  another.  Neither  the 
men  belonging  to  such  an  order,  uor  the 
order  itself,  could  suft'er  loss  by  being  con- 
nected! with  a  Christian  ehurch.  But  not  so 
with  the  church  and  its  connection  with 
secret  combinations.  Kvery  much  connection 
has  ))roved  &  hurt,  and  a  deadly  wound.  It 
is  to  such  chnrches  as  the  leprosy  of  G«- 
haid.  We  have  not  coveted  the  Syrian's 
silver    nor    changes    of    garments,  and   saved 
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the  I'liuruht"  Tbww  urt-  the  wclI-«oighed 
words  rtf  one  of  tiic  fivthurs  in  the  United 
-Brethruii  ministry.*  Aiwthcr  of  the  (iorman 
bthera  saya  that  ■*  Anti-Masonic  principles 
in  tmr  churuli  arv  coeval  with  her  exist- 
ence."' One  uf  the  oarly  Knf{li«li  ininiBterst 
aaja:  "Thirty-Mix  yeara  ayv  1  fouli^ihly  join- 
ed thf  Miisonic  frnlvrnity,  for  vvhivh  J  was 
«K>n  ox|>ene<i  ft\»u»  the  t-hurch.  I  iip|»rovo 
the  iK't;  for  I  miou  learned  that  the  uuths 
and  ■ibligations  of  the  onitT  »vcre  <'«ntrary 
to  ('iid'a  word,  and  ftnti-(.'hri>*tiaji  in  their 
t«ndriicy." 

While  the  church  wa.^  oontincfl  uiainly  to 
tbe  German  cnmin unities,  the  aodiitriions  of 
aecrccy  had  little  or  no  inflncnce  ii|Hiii  it.  We 
have  (ibtuined  thi;  name  -jf  bnt  tmv  minis- 
ter iu  tho  East  (Uiere  may  liavu  heeu 
othei's  however),  who  betstiiu'  :t  ^'R-cmason, 
previ"Ufl  to  1820.  John  Brown,  a  young 
ministi-r  of  much  prwmisc,  who  had  a  fine 
L-omniiind  of  belli  tUu  Gitiiuii  and  thu  Cih 
gllsh  languagDB,  i^  Irish  untn-^lry,  uii  the  fa-, 
ther's  side,  in  an  evil  hour,  and  under  tbo 
prcst'iiix*  of  Fwverc  iriaJ»t.  oecatiioned  by  the 
meager  sui^rt  which  hr  rccei\etl,  was  in- 
duce«l  to    take   ae>cral    di^ruci  uf    Freema- 

•  B.  e.  8^>1k.  ti.  A.  BiOL 
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sonrj'.  Uv  liad  iirit  gone  far,  howcror.  untH 
he  liwt  reason  t"  ri-peiit.  Tho  worli  t>f  the 
order  had  in  it  nothing  congenial  to  his  re- 
1igiou»  spirit;  he  ssw  much  that  he  was 
(>blige4l  to  nondonin;  And,  wors^  thfln  &1I, 
he  had  erippled  hi-*  influence  as  a  niiiiiatep 
of  Jesus  Christ:  even  the  promised  worldly 
advantages,  which  had  b«en  held  up  to  his 
eyes  to  lure  him  into  the  fraternity,  disap. 
{>eftred.  Hi'  rvpcntod  heartily,  an«l  %ViiM  for* 
given;  but  his  religious  character  hnd  re- 
ceived H  shock  from  whieh  it  never  recov- 
ered; and  he  deemed  it  beet  to  withdraw 
from  the  church. 

But  it  wjis  in  the  Miami  conference, 
where  quite  a  number  of  English  mitiisters 
had  been  received,  that  the  severest  (^inflict 
with  this  wily  foo  was  experienced.  At  the 
annual  session  of  thif*  conference,  whicli  met 
on  the  6th  of  June.  1826,  tho  chararL^r  of 
Alfred  Oanli»r  was  ari-oalod,  on  his  fxumin- 
Ation,  because  he  had  attended  a  MHsonio 
lodge.  After  oonsidorable  debate,  on  the 
tir^t  day  of  the  session,  the  case  w»h  laid 
over  until  the  sneceedinp;  day,  when  n  vote 
was  taken,  .strongly  disapproving  nf  Mr. 
Carder's  course.  AfWr  further  examination, 
by  calling  the  roll,   and  asking  each   mem- 
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■  bor   wbuthcr  ur  nut  he   waa  a  FrecmosoD,  it 

■  appeared  that  two  other  ministers  of  the 
oodIltoult  Lad    been  drawn  into  the  mystic 

IhroUiLThoud,  viz.,  John  McN&amr  aud  Aaron 
Farmer.  Tbuac  ministers,  vith  Mr.  Carder, 
were  auioug  Ihu  most  influcutlul  mumbcns 
of  thu  coufereuw.  On  the  third  daj  of  the 
seaeiou    (Juuu  8tb,  1826),   after  a  thorough 

I  discuiisiun    of     the    subject,    the    conference 

I  adopted  the  following  paper  by  a  unanimous 

I  vote: 

"  "Whereas,  we  have  members  in  tins  oon 
ference  wlio  belong  to  the  Masonic  fraleraily, 

P  therefore  we  feel  a  disposition  to  bear  with 
them,  and  deal  with  them  as  brethren,  so 
long  nn  they  do  not  attend  Masonic  lodges; 
•  •  but  if  any  of  our  brethren  should 
hereafter  join  said  fraternity,  they  shall  not 
only  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  taking 
ohai^e  of  a  circuit,  or  of  holding  any  au- 
thority in  an  official  eajiacity,  but  they  shall 
thereby  oxpwl  themselves  from  the  «>nn<v- 
tion.  No  preacher  shall  encourage  any  of 
our  members  in  joining  the  Masonic  frater- 

Inity,  nor  those  who  are    Masons   in   joining 
our  society." 
It  was  also    provided    that  a  circular   be 
sent   Uirough    t^e  connection,  as    iar   as    it 
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might  be  tlinnght  necoasarv,  containing  this 
action,  together  with  the  voto  of  Uic  pie- 
vious  dfty  in  relation  to  Attending  MaM>mc 
loJgca. 

This  jiapcr  wn»  iidoptot),  it  should  he  no* 
ticed,  sep«ral  uioaihji  hrfort  thf  Jirst  whimper  of 
tJie  Morgan  itftlaiiotis  vxts  heard;  and  %«hen 
Masonry  wdh  a  numerous  and  powerful  aft* 
jociation,  «ith  one  or  more  lodges  in  every 
citv  in  the  United  States.  It  was  in  th© 
autumn  following  the  action  of  the  confer- 
ence which  we  have  recorded,  that  it  became 
know^n  thnt  William  Moi^an  was  ahout  to 
publish  n  volume  exposing  the  secrete  of 
Freemaaonrj".*  Tkia  fact  at  oncf  and  forever 
C'Xtxnguisiits  the  idea,  recently  put  furth,  that 
tie  opp/jsithn  of  fAe  Uttiied  Bretkrai  in 
Ckruit  to  Freemasonry  ffrev  out  of  tie  Mor- 
gan excitement. 

All  the  meml>eR!  of  the  oonferenoe,  tJien 
numbering  sixty -two,  including  those  who 
had  joinetl  tlie  ^[a^on»,  ap|K'are<l  heartily  to 
endorse  the  action  taken.  John  McNnmar 
made  uo  defense  of  the  iostitution;  and, 
during  the  remainder  of  his  eminently  na^ 
ful  life,  he  stood  tirmly  u]>on  the  ground  oo> 

'  Km  AmrAtui  Oft\af>tAit.  VtS.1.,  AHIeIr,   Atitt-MwonrT'. 
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-i^«pie*I   hv  the  church,   never  brtmyinf:  the 
confidence  hia  brethren  reposed  in  him. 

jVaron  Farmer,  a  younger  man,  had  I>eon 
doou3ied  into  the  lodge  by  ])ciT«>nfl  who  pru- 
fcwod  a  very  high  apprcvialion  of  his  tal- 
ents, who  ospresHed  fvmpnthy  for  hii;  hawl 
lot  as  an  itinerant  prearher.  and  who  will- 
ingly paid  his  admission  fee.  lie  wa.s  as- 
sured that  there  w&s  nothing  in  the  insti- 
tution which  would  interfere  with  his  duty 
to  his  ehurch,  his  country,  or  his  God ;  and 
that,  on  the  other  hand,  it  would  raiBP  him 
up  hosts  of  friends  who  would  defend  him 
when  in  danger,  and  assist  him  when  in 
want.  With  many  misgivings  he  had  con* 
^nteil  that  his  name  should  be  presented, 
and  in  due  time  he  had  appeared  at  the 
lodge-room,  and  was  initiated.  "I  then."  to 
use  his  own  words,  "became  a  backslider 
in  heart,  and,  for  a  period,  kept  up  the 
form  of  godliness,  without  enjoying  its  power. 
Alarmed  at  the  profanity  of  the  initiatory 
oaths,  ashamed  of  the  ridiculous  work  of  the 
lodge-ro(jm.  ami  afraid  to  confess  my  error, 
and  thus  bring  U[X)n  myself  the  displeasure 
of  the  order,  I  stood  fur  w  lime  confoutidod, 
unable  to  decide  what  to  do."  At  thi.*"  junc- 
ture the  conference  conveiie<t.  and  its  decis- 
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We  u4:tion  aided  faim  in  reaching  a  safe 
conclusion.  Some  time  aftur  the  oonferenctt 
he  Buvored  the  mystic  bonds  which  lie  had 
m  uueaaily  worn,  and  becjiiite  a  free  man 
agaiu.  '•/  resoivfid,"  said  he,  "to  WeaJt  tJU 
unAofy  aUianee,  and  6e  at  peace  w'M  Ood." 
This  resolution  he  executed  with  hia  ch&N 
acterLitic  energy.  Subsequently  he  traveled 
oxtemtiroly,  and  lectured  to  crowded  aud- 
ionoes,  exposing  the  secreta  of  Freemasonry, 
and  proving  that  the  institution  is  unworthy 
the  conlidence  of  honest  men.  His  lectures 
upon  tliia  subject  created  great  excitement; 
and  ho  was  abused  and  threatened  in  th« 
uiiual  style;  yet,  to  the  day  of  his  death, 
ho  flwerved  not  teem,  his  testimony.  At  the 
last  conference  which  he  attended,  at  Cory- 
don,  Indiana,  he  spoke  earnestly  upon  the 
subject,  recurring,  with  tearn,  to  his  foraiOT 
painful  experience  of  the  wickedness  of  the 
syateui,  and  bcseoching  the  brethren  nev^ 
to  swerve  ^m  the  poeitton  they  had  taken. 
With  Alfred  Carder  the  case  was  quite 
different  He  had  yielded  to  the  decision 
of  the  conference  a  formal,  and,  apparently, 
honobt  assent;  but  his  heart  was  not  di- 
r(HTed  from  the  fraternity,  and  he  did  not 
fulfill  his   implied   pledg<<s.      Ho  soon   begai 


I 
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to  apt'ak  dwrx'sptrtfu  lly  of  the  conference 
(Uid  of  tUc  chiirch :  anii,  aa  he  wiia  a  shrewd 
maa,  hv  gave  the  ilrethren  much  paiu.  The 
wicked,  and  especially  the  Freemawins,  e&- 
joyed  his  thrusta  at  the  church,  appret-inted 
his  society,  and  flattered  hia  wit  and  talents. 
At  the  next  session  of  the  confercncti  his 
name  was  erased  from  the  minutes;  and 
by  this  time  he  had  become  a  XlnivenuilisU 
and  was,  soon  after,  employed  to  preach  that 
heresy  in  Mianiisburg.  0.  Over  the  roraain- 
dcr  of  hia  life  let  i-harity  throw  a  vail. 

At  the  conference  in  the  East,  which  met 
in  April,  1827,  the  following  i-ejwlution  waa 
adopted:  "Resolved,  That  we,  the  mem- 
bers of  this  annual  conference,  do  not  ap- 
prove of  any  of  uur  preachers  or  members 
belonging  ti>  the  order  of  FrcuuiaAons;  and 
that,  ill  future,  every  preacher,  and  every 
membur,  who  is  eonnevted  with  this  order, 
ur  who  joins  it,  shall  lose  membership  in 
our  church. " 

The  United  Brethren  were  noi  inflneufed  by 
prejudice,  but  by  reason,  in  reaching  the  grave 
cODcluaioi)  juat  noticed.  Ill  the  tirst  place,  they 
could  iiovor  rtvc  why  any  </uoii  society  .*^hi>uld 
J>e    aaref.     They  reasoned   thus:     If  there  is 

any  tUiug  f^oud  in  Froemaaonry,  ur  wlhw:  s«- 
ToL  II.— 13. 
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uret  order,  ttie  puhlii"  need  not  bo  kept  in 
ignorance  of  it;  if  there  is  any  thinp  bad, 
the  vail  of  aecrecy  should  not  shield  it  from 
reprobatii)n.  They  also  believed  thnt  awrrecy, 
a?  »  principle,  diies  not  need  culture ;  that 
a  frank,  opeu-heart<*(l  spirit  is  more  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  genius  of  the  Christian 
religion :  that  error  and  crime,  not  tnitli  and 
jfoodnoss,  naturally  seek  the  night  and  the 
darkness.*  .feauft.  our  exemplar,  mya:  "I 
spake  openly  to  the  world,  and  in  secret  have 
I  said  nothing." 
The  claiuiH  of  Fifennwrnry  upon  thp>  time 

'  Sorun  n'mvltK  hy  ilii-  Ulc  H^inter  Hmin.  (ueaf  lli#  mini  elMV- 
liutdod  mpii  c>f  bi>  nxc.  corroboraie  th'u  view.  Ra  nays  -.  ~  It  Mirtii* 
10  DM   that  all   ihe  hiKW  and    iioliler    insliiicu    u)    ntanbind  on- 

•dtCnW  tu    noijb     iUH>ueiat.iu(i>.       lu     all     aga^    €iptuiirta.   traukuem^. 

MtUawiiM.  siDMril;,  uuidor,  or  b^  whalcTir  oiliri  iimmt  lite  tnc 
Mid  tran  (tzpnuJAni  nf  «  mjtn'n  eAiMei»nr.iuii»iinM  m»v  be  tnilie«tecl. 
liBTc  alirnjii  comniBiidrd  ilic  adminulan  of  mvii  :  vbilc  Money. 
ilbguise,  conceal nj» lit.  uc  >  ilinjiti^tiiitu  ti>   hiile  oii^'k  Uiuu|;bu  amI 

pntpfWM   from  bit  fL-llow-iupn,   linri-   hcvn  rr^pinlnl   with    ttroag  re 

pipinn  uiil  oMiileniiistiun.  ■  •  Wlij-  ilo  all  lugiMx*-**  owlb*' 
Ml  ap«D  coonlOBknco  lu  a  liiuTn  ainl  Li^li-noutMl  maD,  liiil  »  cJiaa, 
•hf,  dii^jiwd,  acciYtlTr  one  (a  villaiiinT  ■  •  Onr  ni«n  «o  Call 
upcin.  fraak,  injiqwivDC;  having  i  winiaw  in  lit*  boian)  thfongb 
wUivb  w  ean  n«d  his  Iwtri  .  wiilt  mi  lab/riutk  Ix'iwtcii  hja 
bnaat  and  bb  Iuiikih'  wlii;n*  thr  Inilli  tti'I^  li»t-  A>ii:itbFr  in 
fli«t)T«,  eoantorfrit.  buriul  in  diiijiiiH'.  divopiirr.  on!;-  half  •rpcnini; 
hb  tjws  «u  that  hv  iiM]'  Kv  vui.  l/ut  qv  uitv  ■<«  in.  ■  ■  Tb 
«Im1  ciA*«  do  1ll'^  Hvrrlivc  aiiiiikal'4  Ix-loiig — lh«  Int.  Ih«  LiiCtf.  1^ 
eat,  Ihp  niioko  ?  Should  brutp>  imiiato  nic-n.  a*  in  .£wiip's  time, 
would  uot  ibvw  lutm  the  wun-l  M>cieliu>  V  Sw  whale  lMl«r  in  IM 
%io>i«  Tal.,  Vol  VIl.  Xo  13, 
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»n<l  monrv  of  riiri«lianjt  vvero  regnrJ<'<l  ai* 
«X(ming  iiitn  conflict  with  the  rluiiiiH  of  Christ. 
The  Brcthrt'ii  heliovwl  the  scripture  which 
saiili,  -  Ye  HJV  not  your  own,"  and  thov  re- 
garded itii  entire  consecration  of  soul,  Ixtdy, 
time,  and  psiatc  to  Christ,  the  divine  pur- 
rhaser,  as  their  "  n^asonable  service.  Ilenco. 
they  did  oot  dart'  to  devote  a  la^e  share 
of  time  and  money  to  a  purely  worldly  in* 
)«titution, — an  institution,  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  in  no  way  intorcstol  in,  or  connected  with, 
the  RMecnicr'i«  caustf. 

Moreover,  FrwnuuH>nry  in  inanifo»tly  of 
the  world.  Its  pretensions  to  clivine  origin 
are  too  ridiculous  to  be  entertainc<l  l»y  any 
serious  mind.  But  Christ's  disciples  an.-  com- 
manded to  ■'  come  out  froui  tlic  world" — to 
"be  separate" — to  ''be  not  conformed  (o  the 
world"— to  seek  not  its  "  friendship,"  on 
peril  of  loaing  the  friendship  of  God.  TIiohn 
fore,  the  IJrcthrcn  stood  aloof  from  free- 
masonry, (ind  from  similar  worldly  soiMcties. 
The  pas-iugu,  "  Be  ye  uot  unequally  yoked 
with  unbelievers;  for  what  fellowship  hath 
righteousness  with  unrighteousness?  and  what 
coniQiuuion  hath  light  with  darkness?  and 
what  concord  hath  C'hrist  with  Belial?  or 
what  part  hath  he    that  belicveth    with  a» 
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infidel?"  they  regarded  as  conclusively  pro- 
hibitive of  a  Christian's  oonnection  with  ao- 
cret  societies.  Its  application  to  kindred  as- 
social  ions  existing  in  the  times  of  the  upoft' 
ties,  is,  we  believe,  generally  conceded. 

Agyiu,  the  oatu-s  exacted  by  I'rocmaaonry, 
the  si-cri't  order  after  which  nearly  all  otheni 
liave  been  modeled,  were  a  stumbling-block 
to  them.  Being  largely  made  up  Irom  the 
good  old  Mennonite  stock,  they  regarded 
swearing,  even  before  the  civil  magistrate,  as 
a  ain.  This  conscientious  regard  for  "yea, 
yea,  and  nay,  nay,"  frequently  involved  the 
early  llrethren  in  difficulties  with  the  civil 
authorities.  About  t!ie  year  1830,  for  exam- 
ple, "a  highly  ifspectable  citizen  of  Mary- 
land, and  memlter  of  the  United  Brethren 
diureli,  was  summoned  an  a  witness  before  a 
court  of  justice.  The  court  refused  to  allow 
him  to  affirm,  and  demanded  that  he  should 
he  swoni-  The  witness  replied  that  his  con- 
science would  not  permit  him  to  swear  the 
oath  required.  The  judge  replied,  that  if  the 
churcli  of  which  he  was  a  member  had  a  rule 
<rf  discipline  to  that  efTect,  he  wonld  allow 
him  to  affirm,  if  not,  he  musl  swear.  No  such 
mde  Ii:id  been  euacUtl,  and  ihe  hroiher  n- 
fuaed  to  swear.     The  court  was  about  to  com- 
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mil  him  for  contumacy,  but  the  counsfl  pre- 
vnilod  ui>on  liiiii  t^  nUim'  the  brother  to  iiflirm. 
The  general  cimferencc  of  1833  tflok  up  tho 
subject,  anri  oiiiliodicd  what  had  bern  tho 
prevailing  stmtiinent  of  the  church,  in  (he 
following  rule: 

"We,  the  Unitod  Brethren  in  Christ,  do 
believe  thai  the  practice  of  swearing,  either 
b)-  the  Bible,  or  in  the  name  of  Almighty 
(Jod,  is  eontrar}'  to  the  word  of  our  Lord 
Jesua  Christ,  who  says.  Swear  not  at  aU;  and 
that  the  mode  of  testifying  to  the  tmth, 
when  re()uired  ho  to  do  in  a  legal  form  by 
way  of  aftimuitinn,  is  on  ue  s«>lemnly,  con- 
wientloualy,  and  fully  binding  before  GtKl,  to 
tell  tho  Irnlh,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing 
but  the  truth.*" 

Entortaining  these  consi-ientious  views  in 
resficct  to  civil  oaths,  administered  by  a  mag- 
istrate, it  woa  [HTfectly  natural  that  fiiitwl 
Brethren  i^hotild  lie  n'jtnbtwl  by  the  liin-rible 
oaths  administered  in  Masonic  lodges.  When 
required,  us  a  condition  of  admission  to  a 
'odge,  to  solemnly  .swear  that  they  would 
"ever  conceal,  and  never  reveal  any  part  or 
parts,   art    or   aits,   point   or   pointa.    uf  tho 

1:(ecret«,  arta  and  mysteries  of  freemasonry, — 
liiat  they  would  not  write,  print,  stamp,  -^tain, . 
I  
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euty  i-arvc,  indent,  paint,  or  engravo  thorn — 
so  as  to  make  the  most  intimate  friend  ac- 
i]Uaint<Kl  with  tliem,  under  no  less  a  penalty 
than  to  have  their  'tbroata  cut  across,'  their 
'  tongues  torn  out  by  the  roots,'  and  their  dead 
bodies  'buried  in  the  rough  sands  of  the 
sea,' "  they  wisely  shrank  back  in  horror  and 
disgust.  A  man  who  takes  the  entered  ap- 
prentices' oath,*  and  the  other  oaths  admin- 
istered at  each  new  degree,  must  acquire  a 
wonderful  facility  in  bard  swearing. 

But  they  did  not  confine  their  reprobation 
to  secret  oath-hoixm\  societies.  Tbey  regarded 
the  |)romise,  whether  with  an  oath  or  upon 
honor,  "not  to  make  known  matters  which 
were  to  be  subsequently  communicated;  or  to 
obey  a  code  of  laws  witli  which  they  were  not 
acquainted,"  aa  a  sinful  promise,  because  they 
could  not  be  sure  that  the  law  of  God,  which 
is  above  all  human  laws,  and  all  obligations 
to  human  organizations,  would  not  require 
them  to  divulge  those  very  matters.  Such 
cases  have  oecurred.f 

*  &M  Ikrnard'*  Ligbt  on  UoMory,  pig*  37. 

t  Eldor  Datid  Btuiixb  wu  broticbt  bv  bU  cofiMienM  to  thli  rarj 
point.  H«  UJ1 : — "  Arc  the  oAtha  at  frenouonrf  Uibd  eon^Dikl  to 
thiftutinvbicb  1  owaloOod«odtD}rf«Uow-iMn  T  If  tlis;  m.lnian 
eettaJnIy  uii  buuiid  to  kn'p  Uirm  ;  It  nul,  U>  biv«k  tban.  Bat  Pree- 
BaMMirr,  w  ■  sjntem.  in  duk,  nnfraiiiul,  vllUb.  dfiDonlitint;.  Um- 
pbtmoua,  nDtdarou*.  kuli-npublicui,  sad  to ti -OhrirtiMi^pp  mi  i  to 
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Anil  they  could  not  be  tortain  that  the 
unknown  laws  of  the  secret  fraternity  would 
not  come  into  conflict  with  the  lawn  of  God, 
and  hence,  if  obeye*l,  itiv«lve  them  in  sin. 
They  regarded  such  oatha  and  promises  u 
also  "ensnaring  and  enslaving  to  the  con- 
science" and  as  making  themselves,  in  real- 
ity, the  servants  of  men.  It  is  true,  that  the 
advocates  of  secret  societies  endeavor  to  evade 
the  force  of  these  objcctioiw  by  saying  that 
before  the  oath  or  promise  is  administered, 
the  candidate  is  iitfoniied  that  there  m  noth- 
ing in  the  institution  whi<-h  will  re(]uire  him 
to  violate  his  duties  t*i  himself,  his  country, 
or  his  Oo»l.  Hut  liy  wlmm  is  this  assur- 
ance given?  By  men,  to  say  tlie  least,  fal- 
lible  men;  and  in  the  nature  of  the  case 
they  can  not  know  that  sueh  is  the  fact. 
When  they  give  this  assurance  to  a  candi- 
date they  only  give  their  opinion;  and  it 
may  be  an  erroneous  one.  Whut  fully,  then, 
for  a  man  who  is  resjionsilile  to  tiod,  whose 
ooniMfience  should  rcniuin  perfectly  free,  and 
whose  tongue    should    be    ever    unloosed    to 

Uir  glory  uT  Onl,  and  the  good  of  luBBkind ;  kiid  twiiN.  in  buntiBf 

H'wiiilct  tkc  buuil'i  of  the  fralcrniti^,  uitd  publialiiog  llirir  MioivU  to 
tb*  vnrld,  I  am  iluiiiK  uu  tiiarc  tbau  in  rrquitnl  by  ibr  principle  tl 
■niinil  itlili^Uon,  ajid  fulfiUiiiK  tfac  dulln  vhicb  t  owe  to  God  aad 
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t>peak  for  the  rijjlit,  io  bind  his  conscience  to 
a  secret  order,  and  nllmv  that  order  to  tie 
Ms  tonpne.  in  respect  to  acts  of  the  greatest 
importance,  antil  that  tongue  shall  be  pal- 
sied in  death!  The  consciences  of  the  Il^nited 
Brethren  in  Christ  rnuUl  not  endure  such 
oaths  or  promisee. 

Moreover,  the  fact  that  Freemasonry,  the  se- 
cret societ,v  generally  known  during  the  jwriod 
under  consideratinn,  ignores  the  divine  claims 
of  Jesuy.  ami  jdaces  his  holy  religion  on 
a  level  uith  JudHism,  Mohammedanism  and 
Debm,  could  not  fail  to  repol  the  Brethren, 
to  whom  Je»u8  was  the  Alpha  and  the 
Omega.  How  could  they  fraternize  with  those 
who  reject  the  Tiord,  or  who  follow  the  false 
prophet;  and  how  ronhl  they  find  it  in  their 
hei»rls  purpoaely  to  omit  the  name  of  Jesua 


in 


their 


prayrrs : 


>• 


•  Tlu!  pnW  itml  MwiiiiTT  ilocK  rxcludi.-  iho  nM.nt  eS  Jmu*  fhxn  iti 

pnvcnt  ia  ■biiikdant,      Tho  falloiriii|[  cnm->pniiij|<'nc,  capiml  rn>ni  th« 

IfiiTor  Biuf  Kryitonr,  n  UnMnic  |>iiblicitioii.iMUod  ai  PhiLacttiiihin.  b 
i«  iwint: — 

Tuac  Ral-tr,  Iictk.  Jnn*  I5l1i,  IM9. 

DkAM  Sm  a:<d  Rumma  :— It  would  giT*  mc  mA  ■  guodly  numbtr  of' 

tjMlimi  |>rpU   |>t<>«Kiirr.  IT  yon  wmild  diKCUM,  ia  joia  latiiBlilc  aail 

vi<le-ii|iri'*il  Miner  and KrftUitt,  lite  rJlinrlagqMMtioiD :  tiii  Maionif 

Mtew  a  tirictttChntruin  pntf^  «l  optniati  gad  ehaiaf  a  Miie. — laek 

m  yrayrr  aaoU  Mntni  cnn  ««(  [niMrT<iafwii(t|r  join  >'  I  kiiptioM  TOtt 
Imv*  HWirtm]  tliiir  qiuMiuu  onon,  tiut  nut  in  yam  pa|>eT  *tr>cc  I  be- 
ouM  ■  K<der  of  it.  Tb«  circani»laii«M  which  o»at*  bdc  Io  hJe  tU* 
qvmtinti  amllKMr.     S»m«t  of  our  bicUiren,  wfcoaf*  Clirlalian  ainf^ 
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Finally,  n  iiioMt  weighty  rerwon  for  the 
position  taken  I»y  llie  Vnitcil  Brethren  in 
Christ  In  re<r»ril  t«  these  soeietiea  if  this, 
that  in  no  other  way  eim  the  churrh  pre* 
serve  its  indcpeudenrc.  A  rhiirch,  they  bfr 
lieve,  should  suffer  no  Iwinili^  of  wrvitinle  to 
be  placed  up<in  her  iiivk,  whereby  her  free- 
dom wonld  bo  eompromiwd.  She  i?  to  be 
God's  untrani  melcd  serviiiit.     Hut  it  i-*  well 

tan,  Mv,  vhaiuiTer  |ii«trrit  M  tho  ojicaisg  or  da«n(  ot  k  Imlgo.  m- 
quMtMl  bj-  tlip  n'.M.  to  Dlfprpram.  vtiirh  iMquenUiP^alnftraMai 

fij  with,  elatiag  ihnir  ptay Brum vh.  "  fiir  thf  tttt  »f  Jtmu*  CkrW." 
Me.,  which  fumi  oi  pnj<:r.  kllliQUxh  nbii^^iiou;  lu  iw>i*nil  of  ib«  bWh- 
nti  of  tkn  Jrwikh  f»ilh ,  in  hIiII  iu1hrT>.tl  \o.  in  ■t>ilr>  t/  llifii  [inilatU, 
whrnuVRT  uan  of  (ho  niinis'pr  brnlhi^n  l:h&n<^c«  to  bo  in  the  loilgpal  itw 
qwnin^  »mI  cWihk  of  Uw  muiiu.  Our  Jewish  brcUiren  cuiiiujid  Ihnt 
the  piS}i.-r  ill  tlic  >ifi«liiu|{iir  vlii>iii|^  i-  a  part  iif  Uic  etufiuuiy  of  tkn 
opcnlog  kiid  cl(>*iiii[  <A  ft  lo(l|^,  ttiid  an  ^ucti  n  Muuiiic  cm'rnoiiy,  it 
OOgktto  bv  Miuouiit.  i.  t.,  of  univcnkl  ftp|>ttcftliaD.  I  h«Tc  iiodoubt, 
■II,  tfaac  yvu  «ili   handli'  lliii  (|u«tiaii,  wfaicli  iuioliot  aofh  :%  gnat 

Hftwink  principle.  iriih_yi>ui  uKiml  ahilitT,  ■iip|H>rtod  bj'  aacicul  wul 
nio'litni  Mamnie  aulhnrilv. 

Tho  qumtiiuu  (ubniiiCcil  to  tu  bj  our  cotm|>oiidciU,  in  one  ibat  hM 
looit  bann  Mttlitd  bv  niiligliionpil  Mmonic  opinion,  •«  well  n*  bjr  Ibt 
Oooatltullnn  iif  Ukwiiry  ^  unit  iTii-  rpvMrn<l  bivtbrvn.  vhti.  by  thvir  In- 
VQCMiMs  ill  a  MSMiiiic  linlgt'.tddnuM  Uicir  patiliuuii  ki  aiiy  w.bertluUI 
lJl9  Suprcitw  R«ng,  <ho  (rvslur  of  hi^vi-n  nnd  esiUi.  *iolBU>  the  plain- 
••l  ]irineiplr4  nf  Mn-onry,      II  i»  rIiiukI    ■iipnrdiioui  (o  repljr  lo    h« 

qovrtioii,  bi-caiiH)  tliv  ptaj-m  raiomml  to  cunlliM  Willi  Om  uoiiiimlitf 
<4  MmaoTy.  wbicli  mnnl  bu  jiaUnt  lo  cnrrj  MawM  wha  luw  the  laMt 
knowledi^  al  thn  firincipln  npon  which  thn  Mivwnic  ordrr  i*  biacd. 
*  ■  •  All  iii*oeaticiiiii  iu  a  Maaoiiic  lixlp  idudI  ba  aJdfmmil  to 
God,  and  to  CioA  only.  Knj  tiling  that  oonlli«l«wilh  IheuniTtnalltf 
«l  Maaonry  is  wT0O|[. 
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knowji  lliat  churcbcs  whk-b  admit  members 
of  secret  orders  to  their  t-unimiinioii,  daro 
not  either  in  the  pulpit  or  through  thu 
press  ])crmit  a  deeeiit  freeduui  uf  upiiiiuu 
Ever^'  mouth  must  be  stopped.  Secret  com- 
binaliuns  iimy  ilrive  away  Ihf  uieiiibers  of 
the  household  of  fnith  I'roiii  the  ultar  of 
t^cii'  ifVYii  church,  aud  the  luiniitt^r  from 
the  grave  of  one  of  his  own  jtcople;  nnd 
vet  not  one  word  of  i-enion»traiiee  is  suffered. 
Ministers  in  those  bound  churehes  havr?  bwn 
heard  to  ftay, — "We  know  these  soeietiiw 
are  wrong,  but  we  dare  not  nay  n  word." 
The  Brethren  have  niiiintiiined  a  [Ktaition 
of  independence,  and  may  boldly  utter  their 
(honest  eonviclions  wilhout  asking  penniasion 
[Ax)m  u  secret  Dnth-lxmnd  s«iriety.  U«d  be 
>raiscd  that  th is  ch nreli  has  never  sub- 
mitted its  neek  to  the  galling  yoke  of 
servitude! 

In  the  autumn  of  1830,  a  few  months 
only  after  the  Miami  eonfercnee  had  adopted 
the  vigorous  measures  t«  jireserve  the  purity 
of  the  church  to  which  retereiice  has  lieen 
made,  it  "became  known  in  the  vicinity  of 
Batnvia,  N.  Y..  that  William  M<irgan,  a 
mechanic  of  that  vill;L>;e,  was  about  to  pulh- 
liah  a  volume   exposing  the   seeret«  of   the 
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order  of  FreemasoDtf.  \MiiI«  the  rumor 
was  ipreading  througli  tbe  adjacent  country, 
the  rummuDlty  was  electrified  by  tidings 
that  Morgnii  hiid  bocn  seized  oin-  evening, 
Ibrcibly  abducted  and  carried  i>fF,  no  one 
could  say  whither.  Excitement  naturally 
ensued  and  diflVised  itself;  <ximmittecs  of 
vigilance  and  safety  wen-  t«rine<I;  and  an 
invcjitigation  initiateil  wliich  ivsulted  in  trac- 
ing the  abductors  and  their  victim  to  westr 
ward  upon  the  Ridge  R">ad  to  Fori  Niagara, 
near  Lewiston,  N.  Y.,  whence  it  ultimately 
appeared  that  Morgan  h:id  been  taken  forci- 
biy  out  upon  Lake  Ontario  in  a  bi.»at,  and 
sunk  in  its  depths.  The  persons  by  whose 
aid  he  was  rapidly  and  quietly  conveyed,  in 
a  carriage  drawn  by  relays  of  horses,  from 
Batavia  to  Fort  Niagara  (a  distance  of  over 
a  hundred  miles),  were  fjaid  to  have  been 
[and  were]  Masons,  while  memtwr?  of  the 
order  on  every  side  were  heanl  to  justify 
the  presumed  outrage;  saying  that  if  Morgan 
had  been  treated  as  was  alleged,  it  was  no 
more  than  ho  richly  deserved."* 

All  efforts  to  bring  the  in  urdercrs  of 
Morgan  to  justice  were  effccturtlly  baffled, 
and    it    was    "judicially  established,  by  tkft 

New   Aimarltmn  Cjclopadd.     \n.   Atiii-Mwooir. 
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testimony  of  receding  Masons,  that  oftChs 
wore  administerwl  to  and  taken  by  those 
admitted  to  the  Masonic  lodges— at  least  in 
<«rtain  of  the  higher  degrees, — that  disqual- 
ified them  from  serving  as  jurors  in  any 
case  where  a  bmther  Mai^on  of  like  di^^-ee 
was  a  part}',  and  his  antagonist  w.is  not« 
The  judgea  who  so  decided  wore  not  of  the 
anti-masonic  party."*  This  terrible  murder, 
and  it»  obstinate  concealment  and  justifica*- 
tion,  created  great  opiwsition  to  Freemayoniy; 
and  for  a  time  the  whole  country  was 
convulsed  with  excitement.  Many  lodges 
surrendered  their  charters.  MorganV  Rev^ 
elations,  which  cost  him  his  life,  were  pub- 
lished, and  hundreds  uf  .receding  Masons,  of 
undisputed  veracity,  tcstitied  to  their  Iruth- 
^Inesi*.  At  one  I  ime  one  hundred  men 
who  had  been  Freemasons,  some  of  them 
far  advanced  in  its  mysteries,  met  at  Le 
Hoy,  New  York,  and  adopted  the  following 
declaration: 

"Wo  are  opposed  to  Freemasonry  becauso" 
we  believe: 

"It  exercises   jurisdiction  over  the  iwrsons 

and  lives  of   the  citizens  of   this  republic. 

,  "It  arrogates  to  itself   the  right  of   pun- 

•  Nrw  Ainrrlcui    C]rc)iqp«dtL 
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bhinp:  its   members  for  offenses  unknown  to 
the  l.iws  of  this  or  nny  other  nation. 

**It  requires  the  concealment  of  crime, 
wid  |M»tcctB  the  guilty  from   punishment. 

"It  encourages  Iho  commissi'jn  of  crime, 
by  afioKlin;;  the  guiltv  fat'ilitios  to  escape. 

"It  affords  opiwrt unities  for  the  corrupt 
ttnd  designing  to  form  plans  against  the 
government,  and  the  lives  and  i-haracters 
of  individuals. 

"It  aisdumcs  titles  and  dignities  incompaf^ 
ible  with  a  republican  government,  and  en- 
joins an  obedience  to  them  derogatory'  io 
republican  principle. 

"It  destroys  all  principles  of  equality,  by 
Ixwlowing  its  favors  on  ita  own  members, 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  others,  equally  meritr 
orious  and  deserving. 

"It  creates  odious  aristocracies,  by  itJ) 
obligations  to  support  the  interests  of  its 
members,  in  preference  to  others  of  equal 
qualifications. 

"It  blasphemes  the  name,  and  attempts 
the  )>ersonificatton  of   the  Great  Jehovah. 

"It    prostitutes    the    sacred    Scriptures  to 
unholy  purposes  to  subserve  its  own  oecular 
and  trifling  conocms. 
""It  weakens  the  sanctions  of  iiiorality  and 
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roligioD,  by  the  multiplication  of  profkDd 
oaths  and  unmoral  famili.irily  with  rt^ligious 
forms   and   ceremonies. 

*<It  discovers  in  it£  ceremonies  an  unholy 
-eoirtniingling  of  diriDc  (nitli  with  impious 
human   in^'ontions. 

"It  dentroya  a  veneration  for  religion  and 
religious  ordinances,  b^'  the  profane  use  of 
religious   forms, 

"It  substitutes  the  self-righteousness  and' 
ceremonies  of  Masonry,  for  real  religion  and 
the  ordinances   of    the  giwpel. 

"It  promotes  habits  of  idleness  and  in* 
temperance,  by  its  membi»r»  neglecting  their 
business  to  attend  its  meetings  and  drink 
its    libations. 

"It  accumulates  funds  at  the  ex}>en8e  of 
i  ndigent  persons,  to  t  he  d  istress  of  their 
families,  too  often  to  be  dissipated  in  rioting 
and  pleasure,  and  in  its  ceremonies  and 
exhibitions. 

"It  contracts  tlie  ttymjMithios  of  tJie  human 
licart  for  all  the  unfortunate,  by  conferring 
its  charities  to  its  own  members;  and  pro- 
moles  the  interest  of  the  few  nl  the  ex|>ense 
of    the   manv.'" 

This  movement  gave  additional  Btrength 
to   the   auti-»ecret    society   sentiment   Qf   tho 
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church;  and,  bs  S4>me  difficultv  bad  been 
experienced  in  the  west,  Ihe  general  con- 
ference which  convened  in  1829  adopt«l  the 
following  rosolution,  to  bft  inserted  as  a  rule 
of  discipline:  "'Resolved,  that  in  nn  way  i»r 
manner,  nor  in  any  sense  of  the  wurd, 
shall  Freemaaonry  be  approved  or  tolerated 
in  our  church;  and  that  should  any  mem- 
ber of  our  church,  who  may  now  l>e  a 
Freemason,  continue  to  attend  their  lodges, 
or  a«  a  Freenia^n,  attend  and  take  |>art 
[in  their  processions ;  or  if  any  member 
(join  the  Freemascrns.  such  member,  by  such 
ati  acts,  excludes  himself  from  membersbip 
in  our  ehurch." 

This  rule  watt  adopted  by  a  unanimous 
rote  of  'the  conference,  and  was  supportetl 
by  none  more  firmly  than  by  John  McNnmar 
and  Aaron  Farmer,  both  members  of  the 
conference,  and  Iioth  practically  aeq^uainted 
with  the  inside  life  and  workings  of  the 
institution.  The  success  with  which  the 
church  has  sustained  this  position  will  be 
noticed  in  subsequent   pages  of  this  work. 

On  the  15th  of  May,  1829,  the  fiftk 
OENERA.L  co.NKKKENCE  met  iu  Fairfield  Co., 
Ohio.  Members  present :  — Cliristian  New- 
comer and   Henrj'  Kumler,  bishops. 
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Haf/ersiotpn  conference: — William  Brown, 
Thom.13  Miller,  Henry  Burtaer,  John  Zaho, 
Jacob  Erb,  Simon  Dreisback,  Joha  Hen- 
dricks, Ezekiel  Boring. 

Miami  conference:  —  Henry  Joseph  Pry",' 
Andrew  Zeller,  John  McNainar,  John  Den- 
hani,  Jacob  Klickinger,  John  Frlhorhuff,  Geu., 
Boncbruke,  Aaron  Farmer. 

Munkin^uTii  conference: — John  Cruni,  Jobu 
Hildt,  and  John   Ba^h. 

Scioto  conference:— Joseph  Hoffman,  John 
Coons,  Geo  Beiiedum,  Janu-i*  Kinney,  Elijah 
Ck>iriii»,  James  Koss,  John  Kussot.  Id  all, 
twenly-c'ight. 

Several  changes  were  made  in  the  bound-' 
arias  of  conferences.  A  circuit  had  been 
formed  in  the  Sandusky  country,  wliich  had 
boon  connected  with  the  Scioto  conference. 
It  was  reaolved  that  this  circuit  be  attached 
to  the  Muskingum  conference.  The  western 
Hne  of  the  State  of  Ohio  was  made  t)ie 
western  boundary  of  the  Miami  conference; 
the  church  west  of  that  line  was  amstitut^ 
a   conference,  and  called   Indiana  conference. 

"The  committee  appointed  to  divide  the 
Hagci-atown  conference  reported  that  said 
district  shall  in  future  constat  of  Virginia 
and   the    counties  of    Washington   and  Alio- 
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gfanny  in  Maryland;  and  that  the  rcmaio- 
ing  part  of  said  district  shall  <v>nstitut©  a 
new  one,  to  be  called  Harrisburg  diatrict." 
Subsequently  these  names  were  chitnged,  the 
former  to  Virginm  and  the  latter  to  Penn- 
sylvania. It  was  decided  thai  providing 
elders  ahould  be  elected  annually.  Tlio  rule 
adopted  in  relation  to  Freemasonry  has  al- 
ready been  noticed.  C.  Newcomer  and  H. 
Kumler,  sen.,  were  re-elected  general  super- 
intendents. 

One  tiling  more  which  occupied  a  [portion 
of  the  attention,  of  the  general  oonference 
of  182S  deserves  a  passing  notice.  About 
the  year  1824  an  exciting  controversy  was 
oommeneed  in  the  M.  E.  church,  in  relation 
to  church  government;  and  immediately  after 
the  rise  of  the  general  conference  of  thai 
year,  &  meeting  of  reformcra  -was  held  in 
Baltinioro,  ai  which  it  was  determined  (o 
publish  a  periodical  entitled.  ''Mutual  Rights 
of  the  Ministers  and  Members  of  the  M. 
E.  Church."  The  meeting  also  resolvecl 
itself  into  a  "Union  Society,"  and  recom- 
mended that  similar  societies  1)C  organized 
in  all  parts  of  the  Unite*!  States,  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  number  of  persons  in  the 
M.  E.  church   friendly  to  a  change   in   her 
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govern menti,  wbich  would  divide  tho  legisla- 
tive, executive  and  judicial  powers  of  the 
church  between  the  ministry  and  laity. 

Iq  1827  another  generfti  convention  waa 
held  in  Baltimore,  composed  of  ministers 
and  laymen,  elected  by  the  Union  Societies, 
wbich  prepared  a  memorial  to  the  general 
conference  to  meet  in  1828,  "praying  th^ 
the  government  of  the  church  might  be 
made  representative,  and  more  in  acconU 
anoe  with  the  mutual  rights  of  the  ministera 
«nd  people."  "To  this  memorial  the  gen- 
eral conference  replied,  in  a  circular,  claim- 
ing for  tho  itinerant  ministers  an  exclusive 
divine  right  to  the  same  unlimited  and 
unamenable  power,  which  they  Lad  eiercised 
over  the  church  since  1784."  The  reform- 
ers, losing  all  hope  of  a  change  in  the 
government  of  the  church,  callc<l  another 
general  convention,  which  met  in  Baltimore 
Nov.  12tb,  1828,  and  organized  a  provisional 
government  for  what  were  termed  the  "As- 
sociated  Methodist  churches,"* 

As  a  representative  of  this  newly  formed 
church,  Mr.  Collins  presented  him».>lf  before 
our  fifth  general  conference. 

•  In  XoTcnsbcr,  1630,  tlic  hew  c)inr«Ii  «•■  fuUy  or|[aaiM<t,  in4«r 
Ike  name  nf  Tit  Mithifitut  PrMulniU  Ckurth. 
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He  wns  kindly  received,  and  addressed 
ilie  oonfcrcncc  in  rclatioa  to  a  union  uf 
tbo  two  churches.  The  conforenoe  took  up 
the  subject,  and  appointed  a  committee  to 
j)repare  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  the  church 
above  named  by  ita  delegate,  Mr.  Collins. 
The  letter,  as  prepared  by  the  oomniittw, 
:ind  adopted  by  the  conference,  reads  an 
followa: 

"Brwved  BsErnRRN: — ^Tour  friendly  and 
lirutherly  communication  has  been  delivered 
to  us  by  your  messenger,  Bro.  Collins,  and 
is  received  by  us  in  the  same  friendly  and 
brotherly  spirit  in  which  it  was  commnni- 
i-ated. 

"Dear  Brethren!  to  increase  brotherly  love 
iiiul  Christian  fellowship  toward  all  the  chil- 
ilrrn  of  God,  al^'ays  has  been,  and,  we 
liopi>,  urill  continue  to  lie,  the  principle  by 
which  we  are  actuated;  and  upon  this  pnn- 
oiplc  wo  give    you   the    hand   of    fellowsliip. 

"The  proposition  made  to  us  by  your 
messenger  has  been  duly  oonsidcred,  and 
its  imp-jrtance  acknowledged;  but,  dear  bretJi- 
pen.  if  you  have  made  yourselves  acquainted 
with  our  discipline  and  form  of  church 
gr>vcruineut,  you  will  readily  perceive  that 
thw  IkkIv  has  no  \cga.\   power  to  act  on  the 
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proposition  of  yoiu'  messonger.  The  mem* 
bers  of  thU  body  are  elected  by  the  mombers 
of  our  society;  •  •  and  our  constituents 
are  &a  yd  uninformed  of  the  request  made 
by  your  messenger  to  ua;  and  of  course  vc 
axe  not  able  now  to  ascertain  their  opinions 
and  views  on  the  subject. 

"In  a  ease  of  such  importence  we  do 
not  consider  it  prudent  to  act  without  special 
instruction  from  our  conatituents  upon  the 
subject.  We  have  therefore  to  decline  your 
friendly  invitation  to  send  delegates  to  your 
conference  at  -the  present  time  and  ui\der 
the  present  circumstances. 

*'That  the  Great  Head  of  the  church,  oiir 
Lord  Jesus  'Christ,  may  make  you  instru- 
mental in  his  banda  in  the  salvation  of 
many  souls,  'm  the  sincere  prayer  of  your 
breliiron   in  Christ." 

A  very  friendly  reply  to  this  letter  was  sent 
to  the  Miami  confi»roncc,  at  its  session  in  Mav, 
183().  3fucli  iilcnsiiTPwas  expressed  with  the 
contents  of  the  letter  from  the  TTnitod  Broth- 
sn  genera!  conference.  But  these  fHend!y 
'interchanges  were  not  long  continued.  Tho 
Reformers  had  introduced  some  jwpular  ele- 
ments into  their  government;  but  unfortu- 
nately, slavoholding  was   not  prohibited;   tho 
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}«rinc-iple  of  custc  was  enL-uuriigc<l;  au(l  U 
was  not  long  until  the  slave  power  fastened 
tlisgmceful  gliai-kle!^  on  the  prcas  of  the 
young  church,  put  mnnaelos  upon  it«  strong- 
cat  men,  and,  in  the  general  conferonw,  vot«d 
down  a  resolution  that  "slarery  is  an  evil 
undor  somo  circitmstanoes."  A  division  of 
the  church,  or  rather  a  secession  of  the 
northern  portion  of  it,  ha^  been  the  result. 
The  connection  of  the  Reformers  with  8c>cret 
oath-bound  associations  formed  another  bar- 
rier to  union. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


THE     OLD     CONFERENCE  —  BURTNED — CRDX 

THE  BENEVOLENT  FUND  SOCIETY — ADAX 
LEHMAN — DIVISION  OF  THE  OLD  CONFEB- 
BNCE — CHRIBTIAN  NKWCOMEH,  HIS  CHARAO, 
TER    AND   DECEASE. 

Tho  reader  has  alroady  traced  the  history 
of  the  old  conference  from  the  period  of 
ita  organization  in  178D,  up  to  1820.  H© 
haa  seen  tho  vcnorablo  men  who  formed  it, 
line  by  one,  extihanging  the  orosa  for  tho 
(Town.  Uc  haa  observed  with  pleasure  the 
i.>xpnn^on  of  the  work,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  two  fonforeiu'cs  in  the  west,  aa 
oflfeboots  from  the  old  confei-enoe.  Now  let 
lis  turn,  with  afTeetionate  interest,  to  tho 
old  parent  conference  again,  see  how  it  fares 
with  her,  and  trace  her  histurj*  for  a  few 
years  more.  We  have  seen  that  in  1820 
tho  conference  was  composed  of  about  fifty 
preachers,  3i.t  of  whom  were  itinerant,  four 
circuits,  and  four  presiding  elder's  districts; 
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and  that  the  whulo  sum  paid  for  preaching 
amounted   to   $371  40. 

At  tho  session  of  the  conference  in  1331 
some  valuable  additions  were  made  to  tho  mlB- 
istry.  Among  those  admitted  wore  Chris* 
TiAN  Troup,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  tho 
church  in  tho  far  west,  and  riKKKY  Bubtnkr. 
Of  Mr.  Troup  notiw  id  taken  in  a  subao- 
quont  chapter,  in  connection  with  the  rise 
of  tho  church  in  Iowa.  Mr.  Burtner*  was 
born  in  Cmnbfrl.-ind  county,  Pa.,  A.  D.  1800. 
In  Ilia  ciglilecnth  vtvir  he  was  converted  at 
■one  of  tho  "great  meetings"  licld  by  tho 
United  Brethren  in  the  Cuinl>crland  Valley. 
Soon  nfler  his  couvi-r^ion  he  began  to  speak 
in  public,  and  iri  hip  twenty-first  year  wiw 
received  into  the  oh)  wnfca-uce,  and  ap- 
pointed to  regular  work  in  tho  traveling 
uonnt'ction.  In  the  first  day  of  hia  twcnty- 
flrst  year  he  left  his  father's  house  for  his 
field  of  labor;  and  for  three  years  he  travolc<I 
in  the  inountainouit  regions  of  Penn.^ylvitnia, 
and  in  portions  of  Virginia  »nd  Marj'land. 
I  III  education  and  preparatiouH  for  tlic  pulpit 
being  German,  and  the  demand  fi>r  preach- 
ing, in  the  English   language,  between  1825 

*  llaH  of  lli«   fKcta  of  tilt*  kkvlcli  arc  mndfiiiBMl    tram  a  ikc1«k 
lafimXj  UapulBS,  hj  Itf>r.  J.  Mwkirnaa. 
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:iud  1830,  in  all  tho  )Hirttuns  of  tlie  t'htin-tt 
contiguous  to  him  (as  lie  was  now  murriotl 
iind  settled  in  Vinnnia),  bcin^  lnrg(*ly  in- 
r-rca»«l,  he  gradually  retired  from  the  itin- 
eracy. Tlowever,  he  wrved  many  years  in 
the  capncity  of  a  loeal  presiding  elder.  In 
1829  he  wfts  a  delegate  to  the  general  con- 
ference; also  in  1849.  Ife  was  a  pleawinl 
nomjMinion  in  the  social  c-irclc,  and  it)  hospi- 
tjility  was  rarely  excelled.  The  itinerant 
preacher  always  found  a  hearty  welcome  nt 
his  house  and  handsome  aid  from  hia  purse. 
Never  was  one  truer  to  the  pledge  impli<?d 
in  the  question:  "Are  you  willing,  as  much 
as  is  in  your  power,  to  assist  in  upholding 
the  itinerant  plan?"  Mr.  B.  was  ah<ive  the 
medium  siiw,  and  he  had  a  fine  face,  a 
ix-markably  penetrating  eye,  and  w»a  a  preach- 
er of  di-pth  and  |>ower.  Afler  mm-h  and 
long-oontinued  suffering,  he  died  in  Rocking- 
ham Co.,  Va.,  Jan.  fith,  1857,  having  boon 
in  the  miniatrj'  thirty-six  years.  Two  years 
prior  to  his  death,  a  daughter,  Mary  by 
name,  to  whom  he  was  greatly  attached,  died 
in  faith  and  hope;  and  when  he  was  <ly>ng^ 
aa  if  be  saw  the  spirit  of  his  child  near 
him,   he   e.telaimed,    "Mary,  Mary!" 

In  1823  CiiuisTiAN  CuuM,  one  of  the  oldest 
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and  best  minisU'rs  of  the  wnferpn<*  tlied. 
Of  this  venerable  father  in  the  Unitwl  Breth- 
ren minlstrj,  and  Ilenrv,  his  brulher.  Henry 
Smith,  of  the  M.  33.  chun-h,  in  a  letter  to- 
the  author,  written  in  his  ninety-first  year, 
wiys:  "The  CruuiB,  Christian  and  Henry» 
T  knew  from  my  boyhood.  They  were  our 
neighbors.  They  were  twin  brothers,  nnd  aa 
much  alike  that  in  early  life  it  was  dtfficnlt 
to  tell  them  apart  They  were  niised,  t 
Iwlieve,  in  the  German  RofoniK-d  ehiircb, 
but  destitute  of  the  ]iower  of  flodljneas. 
They  prayed  and  preaelicd  in  the  ftcrmaD. 
In  the  work  of  the  ministry  Christian  took 
the  lead,  and  always  kept  il.  !  nerer  shsll 
forget  the  ijood  and  fatherly  ailrice  he  gave 
me  when  I  was  yet  a  wild  tmy.  and  the 
impression  it  made  on  my  ynnthftil  mind. 
They  both  became  itinerant*.  Christian  trav- 
eled pretty  extensively,  and  wfet  an  arceptable 
and  useful  preaeher.  I  revere  liia  memory. 
He  waa  much  Iwloved.  Henry  was  a  good 
man,  and  usefuL  His  homie  was  ofien  to 
tfic  English  (Methodist)  as  well  as  Oermaa: 
(United  Brethren)  preachers.  There  1  heard 
the  venerable  Otterbein  preach ;  and,  among 
others,  received  the  sacrament  at  his  hands. "^ 
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Christian  Crura  was  a  member  of   the  first 
general   conference. 

In  1831  the  *' Benevolknt  Fukd"  move- 
ment  iraa  originated  in  the  old  conference. 
A  committee,  consisting  of  Jacob  Baulus, 
John  Snyder,  Jos.  Hoffhian,  Abraham  Mayer, 
Ooo.  Guething,  and  John  TTci-shcy.  to  whom 
the  subject  was  rrfen-ed,  reported  to  the 
conference  the  following  resolutions : 

"Resolved  by  the  ministry  of  the  Unit«<l 
Brethren  in  Christy  in  conference  a.ssMnbled, 
that  there  is  great  necessity  of  forming  a 
society,  to  create  a  ftmd  from  which  the 
traveling,  and  the  worn  outy  and  superan- 
Duated  ministers  shall   be  supported. 

"Resolved,  That  in  every  circuit  agon's 
shall  be  appointed  to  invite  persons  to  joiu 
this  society  and  to  get  subscriptions. 

"Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
by  this  confferejce,  to  draw  up  a  Constitu- 
tion for  this  benevolent  society,  and  lay 
the  same  before  the  next  annual   conference. 

"Resolved,  That  to  help  those  now  in 
need  a  subscription  be  circulated  in  this  con- 
ference room. 

"Resolved,  That  a  eopy  of  those  resolutiona 
be  sent  to  the  general  conference,  and  to  the 
annual  conferences  in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio." 
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The  report  was  adopkd  by  a  unanimous 
TOte,  and  J.  Baulus  iiiiil  J.  llildt  were  con- 
stituted a  cumiuUtec  tu  druft  a  Constitution. 

At  the  conference  in  1832  the  constitution 
prepared  l>y  the  committco  was  presented, 
and  adopted;  ami  J.  Braiscr  of  Chambers- 
burg,  V.  Daub  and  J.  Ci-oiiise  of  Frederick, 
A.  Newcomer  of  Washington,  S.  Hulwr  of 
Rocky  Spring,  J.  "Wengcr  of  Franklin,  and 
Oeo.  Martin  of  Hageratown,  were  constituted 
a  board  of  trustees  to  manage  the  funds 
of  the  society.  The  presiding  elders  reported 
that  they  had  secured  about  ^400  for  the 
society  during  the  year ;  and  they  wero 
instructed  by  the  conference  to  continue  their 
efforts. 

In  1826  an  auxiliary  Uenevoleut  Stxriety 
was  chartered  in  OIiiu,  of  which  Jos.  Hoff- 
iQftn,  D.  Moehiin,  S.  iliustand,  L.  Kramer, 
8.  Meyers,  Is.  JJeneduni,  and  John  Coons 
were  the  trustees. 

The  Benevolent  Society  aimed  to  create 
a  fund,  the  interest  of  which  should  afi'urd 
relief  to  the  needy  ministei-s  and  their  wid- 
ows and  orphans.  Persuns  might  become 
members  of  the  society  for  life,  by  the 
payment  of  ?10,  or  for  a  single  year  by 
the  payment  of    the    interest    of   $10.     By 
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m«ut8  of  ^iibaoriptions  an<I  donations  qmlfc  a 
large  capital  r^tock  wiut  aLTUULtiliitAiJ.  Jlut  it 
soon  becHTiic  t.'\  idcnt,  jw  the  miKiWr  uf  Intjor- 
ere  in  the  vineyard  Inrreused,  that  other,  atid 
more  fflW-tuai  meana,  were  necessary,  id  order 
U>  supply  the  wants  of  the  rapidty-mulli-* 
plying  wurii.uul  minislers,  and  uf  their  lielp^ 
less  widows  and  orphans;  and  at  the  general 
conferLMice  of  1853  incasuix-s  \vcnc  adopted; 
looking  toward  the  dissolutiuii  of  the  oM 
i«K-iety,  and  providing  for  an  equal  distri- 
biition  of  its  stock  among  llie  several  con- 
fereiif*^.  and  fur  the  iTft-ix-iiee  of  the  whole 
matter  of  proviaiou  for  the  cliisa  of  persons 
named  to  the  annual  conferences. 

Iti  the  year  1823  Adam  Lehman,  a  mem- 
ber  of    tliis    conference   at   its   organization 
in  1789,  diet!,  having  attained  to  his  ninety- 
first  year,      He  was  an   early  co.laborer  of 
Otterbein,  and  a  devoted   Christian  minister- 
for  many  years.    As  hia  name  lias  freipicntly' 
been    cuirfuunded  with  that  of    Iiis  son,  we 
will  add  in  this  place,  that  he  was  succeeded 
in   the   ministry    by    his   son.  Jacob   Asak 
Lehman,  who  was  one  of    the  first   United 
JJrethren   itinerant  preachers  in   the  Miami 
conferenee.     Jacob    Adam,    like    his    father, 
was  a  man  of  unimpeachable  charaetor,  ami' 
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jf  deep  piety.  He  enjoyed  for  many  years  the 
full  assurance  of  faith.  Poeseesing  a  vigorous 
jeonatitutionandanimpaired  health,  ho  tolled  on 
to  his  90th  year  in  the  Lord's  vineyard.  On 
the  30lh  of  May,  1848,  his  sun  of  life,  unob- 
■cured  by  a  single  cloud,  set  in  glory.  He  also 
left  a  dovoted  son,  who  is  still  in  the  ministry. 

In  1823  Jacob  Erb  and  Gideon  Smith;  in 
1896  John  Zahn,  A.  Her^hey,  William  R. 
Khinehart;  and  in  1827  George  Hiskny, 
were  received  into  conforenco.  These  were 
all  valuiible  accessions,  as  the  reader  will 
leurn  from  subsequent  chapters  of  this  his- 
tory. 

At  the  conference  which  met  in  Chambers- 
burg  tn  1825,  thirty-five  ministers  were  in 
attendance;  and  at  the  close  of  the  examinar 
tion  the  secretary  writes:  "Prai.te  God,  there 
was  universal  love  among  tho  brethren,  and 
BO  comphiint'was  made.  God  had  been  with 
the  brethren,  and  blessed  them  on  their  dif- 
ferent tields  of  labor." 

At  the  general  conference  of  1829  the 
Harrisburg,  or  Pennsylvania  conference,  as  it 
was  afterwards  called,  woe  set  off-  from  tho 
old  conference;  or,  it  may  be  nearer  the  truth 
to  say  that  the  old  conference  was  divided. 
The  general  con.''oronco  record  is  as  followa:— 
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"Resolved,  That  the  Hagerstowti  conference 
district  be  tlivided  to  the  best  advantage,  and 
that  the  brethren,  Hildt,  Brown,  7^ahn,  and 
Milter,  conatitute  a  committee  for  the  purpose." 

"The  committee  nppointod  to  divide  the 
Hagerstown  inference  district,  reported  that 
Said  district  shall  in  future  <^^msigt  of  the  state 
of  Virginiii,  iitid  the  count irsnfA\*ashingt on  and 
Alleghany  in  Maryhind,  and  that  the  remaiii 
ing  part  of  the  said  district  slutU  c^jnKtituto  a 
new  one,  to  be  called  the  Ilarrisbui'g  district." 

In  March,  IHIX),  the  venerable  old  body  as- 
sembled at  Shopp's  meeting-house,  near  Shir^ 
manstown,  Cumberhind  Co.,  Pa.,  to  hold  its 
last  meeting.  The  ii«m«rs  of  aeveniy-six  min- 
isters wure  enrolled,  fifty-eight  of  whom  wcr« 
in  attendance. 

For  the  first  time  in  a  long  series  of  years, 
the  familiar  face  of  Newcomer  was  absent. 
A  few  weeks  before,  be  had  gone  to  be  jires- 
ent  with  the  T^ord.  "Love  and  unity,"  writes 
the  se<'retary,  "  reigned  in  the  conference." 
Near  the  close  of  the  session    it  was 

"Resolved,  That  in  future  TTngerstown  cod- 
ference  shall  have  the  old  jimtorol  (minutes), 
and  that  Harriaburg  oonft-riMice  *ii«ll  procure 
a  new  book."  To  this  reaobition  it  ia  added 
that  "bishop  Kumler  ga■^e  to  William  Brown 
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$2,  with  which  he  shall  procure  a  new  |)ro- 
.toco!   for    Uarrisburg  conference,   and    shall 
transcribe  fwm  the  old  into  the  new  all  pro- 
cvtxliiigif  of  i[ti|;ortaiicc." 

Thus  waa  the  uriginal  conference  of  the 
XJniUxl  Brethren  in  Christ,  after  an  osistencc 
of  forty-one  years,  divided, — the  southern  part 
retaining  the  old  name,  and  the  old  prot«KH)1. 
The  old  name  was  soon  exchanged  for  Vir- 
ginia, and  Uarrisbui^  for  Vennsylvaniii.  Bid- 
ding the  dear  old  conference  an  atfectiouatc 
farewell,  we  shall  make  the  acquaintance  of 
her  daughters  and  granddaughters,  in  whom 
will  be  seen,  we  are  happy  to  knoxv,  the  ex- 
alted virtues  of  the  mother.  Of  the  number 
of  membci's  in  the  old  conference  district,  in 
1830,  we  have  no  knowledge.  It  is  evident, 
however,  from  such  statistics  as  wc  have,  that 
the  work,  during  the  ten  years  between  1820 
and  1830,  was  carried  forward  successfully. 

COMPARISON   OF  THE  STATISTICS  OF    1820 
AXD  1830. 
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1830 
1820 

76 
51 

11 
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16 
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Inc. 

25 
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10 
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It  has  been  already  remm-kod  that  at  tho 
llaat  annual  meeting  of  the  old  «>nfcronoe 
OhriB^an  Newcomer  was  absent.  This  Ten- 
erable  Christian  bishop  finiahod  bis  course  on 
earth  March  12th,  \H30,  in  the  82nd  year  of 
hia  age.  He  commenced  i-rcaehing  in  1787* 
WAS  a  member  of  the  first  nonfiercnce  in  1789; 
presided  at  the  firet  conference  in  Ohio  in 
IBIO;  was  elected  bishop  for  one  year,  ia 
1813,  after  the  death  of  Bochra,  and  about 
-six  months  prior  to  the  decease  of  Ottorbein; 
vas  or<lAined  formally  as  an  elder,  by  Mr. 
'O.,  a  few  days  previous  to  Mr.  O.'s  death; 
was  ro-olectcd  bishop  for  throe  years  by  tho 
conference  in  the  cast,  in  1814;  and  was  re- 
elected by  the  first  general  conference  in  1815, 
and  by  each  succeeding  general  conference, 
including  that  which  met  in  1829,  the  year 
preceding  his  death.  Ho  was  a  minister  fifty- 
three  years,  and  a  general  superintendent 
almost  seventeen  years. 

Few  ministers  in  America  have  performed 
more  work  in  the  Lord's  vineyard.  Entering 
the  field  at  early  dawn,  he  bore  the  burdea 
And  heat  of  tho  day,  and  rested  not  a  mo- 
ment, relaxed  not  a  muscle,  until  the  sun 
wont  down.  For  fifty-three  years  he  was  in 
his  saddle  almost  dnily,  visiting  and  preach- 
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ing  from  house  to  hou80,  from  city  to  city, 
and  from  state  to  stato.  He  wns  the  mes- 
senger of  salvation  to  multitudes  in  Maryland, 
Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio;  and  he 
also  preached  in  Indiana,  Kentucky,  New 
York,  and  once  riaited  Canada.  Nineteen  times 
he  crossed  the  Allt^hany  mountains  on  hoi^e- 
back,  after  he  had  passed  his  sixty-tinit  year. 

A  good  Gcrmau  training  at  home  had  given 
t]im  a  vigorous  constitution  and  habits  of  i:« 
duatry.  Ho  always  kept  a  good  horse,  and 
knew  how  to  lake  care  of  him,  and  to  prize 
him.  Hence,  when  well-mounted,  as  he  aU 
ways  was,  it  mattered  little  about  cold,  rain, 
hail,  snow,  mud,  or  distance.  lie  ofleu  rode 
all  flay,  even  after  he  had  reached  his  three- 
snore  and  ten,  without  meat  or  drink.  On 
his  nineteenth  tour  west,  in  his  81st  year,  ha 
rode  in  one  day  fifty-two  miles. 

And  never  a  word  of  complaint  escaped  his 
lips.  He  was  a  Christian  hero  of  the  cnblest 
type.  This  fact  beams  from  every  page  cf 
his  journal.  He  never  pens  a  word  of  pious 
complaint  about  his  trials;  never  imagines 
that  he  is  making  great  samtlces  for  the 
church,  and  is  doing  too  much  for  the  Lord. 
Ko,  no.  Storms,  hunger,  and  weariness  only 
make  him  the  happier. 

Vol.  ».— 14. 
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November  14th,  1821,  he  writes:  "This  day 
I  rode,  in  a  happy  frame  of  mind,  Ihrough 
wind  and  snow,  from  morning  till  night  with- 
out any  refreshment"  October  2nd,  1830, 
when  nearly  eighty  years  old,  he  makes  this 
Bote: — "1  crossed  the  Juniata  river,  came  to 
a  t'cry  steep  mountAin,  and  with  difficulty 
g»ined  the  summit,  where  I  kneeled  down, 
and  offered  up  praises  and  thanksgiving  to 
my  Lord  and  Master  for  all  his  mercies,  and 
remembered  all  my  brethren  in  the  ministry 
at  a  throne  of  grace.  I  believe  my  offering 
was  acceptable  in  hia  sight,  for  1  felt  his 
gracious  presence  in  my  soul.  IlaHeluJab! 
Glory,  honor  and  praise  be  unto  our  God  for 
ever!" 

He  was  not  what  is  commonly  denom- 
inated II  great  preacher.  Not  blessed  witb 
a  ready  utterance,  at  times  it  seemed  to  be 
har«^.  work  for  him  to  express  his  ideas.  Mr. 
Otterbein  was  heard  to  8»y,  ''When  I  hear 
him  I  feel  as  if  I  wanted  to  help  him."  Yet 
he  always  succeeded  in  feeding  the  flock,  and 
in  reaching  the  hearts  of  sinners.  He  was 
mighty  in  prayer,  by  which  we  mean  that 
he  prevailed  with  God.  Often  did  the  Spini'a 
baptism  come  down  in  answer  to  his  suppli- 
cations; and  often  while  he  prayed  for  mourO- 
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ers  did  the  light  of  life  break  in  upon  them. 
Onco  when  Mr.  Otterhein  seemed  on  the  point 
of  dying,  Mr.  Newcomer  entreated  God  that 
the  disease  might  be  rebuked,  and  that  Mr, 
OlUirbtiin  might  bo  spared;  and  his  prayer 
vos  immediately  answered. 

Wherever  he  went  he  carried  the  revival 
spirit.  While  visiting  families  not  unfr&> 
quently  one,  two  and  three  of  the  number 
would  be  awakened  and  converted.  "  To- 
day," he  says,  "I  visited  A.  Huber.  Several 
neighbors  collocted  together,  and  we  began 
to  sing  ami  pray.  The  [wwer  of  God  came 
down.  The  mother  of  the  liou^e  and  daugh* 
ter-in-law  obtained  ]>eace.  Bless  the  Lord!" 
Such  notes  are  thickly  interspersed  through 
his  journal. 

He  was  none  of  your  rough,  odd  men; 
ttone  of  your  fighting,  joking  Cartwrightsj 
b-it  an  earnest,  kind-hearted,  joyful,  humble 
Christian,  thinking  little  of  himself,  and  sink- 
ing into  the  dust  before  God. 

On  his  76th  birthday  he  writes: — "0  thou 
merciful  God!  so  many  years  hast  thou  borne 
with  my  infirmities;  I  pray  thco  to  continue 
thy  loving-kindness  and  mercy  at  this  ad- 
Tanced  period  of  my  life."  February  4th, 
1827,  he  writes,   "The  Lord  is  gracious  to 
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poor,  nnworthy  me,  For  some  time  past  ■! 
•bare  been  unusually  happy,  and  able  to  re- 
•joioe  in  God  my  salvation.  O,  Lord,  my  all  fa 
fchine;  I  offer  mywlf  up  unto  thee  totally, 
and  without  re«en'p.  Only  continue  unto  me 
thy  grace;  and  if  conaiatent  with  thy  holy 
will,  let  me  continue  jn  this  happy  frame  of 
mind  through  life  and  death.     Amen." 

Four  wet'ks  after  he  had  completed  his  ta»t 
westeru  tour,  he  writes:  "I  am  still  indis- 
posed.  Remained  at  home,  engaj^d  in  read* 
ing  and  prayer.  My  loving  Savior  extended 
his  loving-kindness  to  me  in  secret  prayer, 
and  blessed  my  \K>or  soul  so  abundantly  that 
it  became  impossible  for  me  not  to  shout  and 
praise  the  Lord  aloud.  Glory  and  honor  be 
to  his  holy  name  forever:  Hallelujah!" 

Recovering  partially,  he  made  another  visit 
'to  Virginia;  thence  to  a  camp-meeling  at 
"Boonsborough,  Md.;  thence  to  another  camp- 
meeting  in  York  Co.,  Pa.;  thence  to  a  Meth- 
odist camp-meeting  at  Hagcrstown,  Md.;  tlio 
Sabbath  following  he  is  holding  a  eacrnmental 
meeting  at  Greencastle,  Pa.;  and  thus  he  toils 
on  until  October  11th,  five  months  before  his 
decease,  when  he  rests  another  Sabbath.  He 
writes:  "I  remained  home,  engaged  in  read- 
ing and  prayer.    I  found  my  soul  particularly 
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drawn  out  to  God  in  bclitUf  of  all  my  brctii* 
ren  in  the  ministry.  1  feci  my  fcubleueM 
increasing  from  liay  to  day,"  Going  out 
again  he  spenib  lifo  wcck^  more  in  the  vine- 
yard,  then  returns  home,  prostrated.  Ho  now 
mites.  "I  am  not  able  to  leave  my  room, 
but  glory  to  God!  I  can  have  sweet  com- 
munion with  him.  Though  solitary,  I  am  not 
done,  fur  my  Savior  is  atill  with  me,  and  ood- 
tinues  the  best  of  friemls.  01  how  blessed 
is  the  condition  of  a^ed  jieople,  when  they 
^now  they  have  a  reconciled  (i(j<l  and  Savior. 
Noting  am  I  more  mtty  of  than  lh»t  1  have 
not  9erve<l  my  Lord  and  Master  more  failh- 
ftilly."  On  the  11th  uf  Xuveniber  he  writes: 
"I  find  that  1  am  barely  able  to  hold  a  p&i 
to  make  this  entry  in  my  journal.  *  •  Sat 
many  days  are  left  unto  me  to  live  in  this 
world.  Soon  the  call  will  bo,  'Give  aeeuiint 
of  thy  atewaitlship.'  Blisss  the  Lord,  I  am 
in  no  wise  afraid  to  appear  in  his  presence, 
for  I  know  one  who  is  my  surety  and  has 
paid  my  debts." 

Thuii  he  lingered,  sometimes  confined  to  his 
room  for  weeks,  then  out  at  a  sacramental  or 
quarterly  meeting,  until  March  2nd,  when, 
after  making  an  effort  to  go  to  Yii^nia, 
his  strength  failing  lum,  he  returned  home. 
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On  tlio  4tli  of  March,  he  wrote  Ihia  last  para- 
graph ill  his  j<mnial:  "I  tav  (hinn  IHV  pon, 
ami  the  Tvonl  knows  whetlier  I  shnll  be  able 
to  resume  it  again.  The  Lord's  will  be  done. 
Amen.  HALLKLrjAH  I"  A  day  or  two  after- 
ward his  colleague,  bishop  Kumler,  Tieitcd 
him,  which  gave  him  great  joy.  On  the  12th 
of  Mareh,  a  few  minutes  before  his  decease, 
"he  arose  from  his  bed  without  any  assistance, 
and,  with  those  persons  present  in  the  room, 
presentetl  himself  at  his  bedside  Iwfore  thai 
throne  where  he  had  formed  a  spiritual  ao- 
quaintatiee  with  his  hlo&sed  Lord  and  Mas- 
tor  many  years  before.  After  the  prayer 
was  ended  he  again  laid  down,  reclining 
his  head  on  his  pillow,  drew  breath  but  a 
few  times,  and  cahnly  expired  in  the  a'rms 
of  his  Savior  and  his  God,  in  the  full  asaur- 
ance  of  a  blessed  immortal Itv.  His  whole 
oountenanoo  apiieared  to  bo  a  faithful  mirror 
in  which  the  serenity  of  mind  and  the  peace 
within  was  depicteil  in  faithful  characters."* 
Thus  did  this  model  evangelist  and  bishop 
enter  into  rest-, 

•  Jonnitil,  p*£e  330. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

>UTftR0WTH9  OP  THR  OLD  CONFERENCE — VIR- 
aiNIA,  PARKBRJtBCBO — J.  J.  OLOSaBREHKKa — 
W.  B.  OOUBSEV— JACOB  BACHTKL — J.  HABK* 
WOOD. 

It  has  boon  already  stated  thai  tho  Vir- 
ginia conforcnco  was  formed  by  a  division 
of  tho  old  conferonce  in  1830;  and  that  it 
retained  tho  old  name,  Hagcratown,  and  tho 
old  records.  Trior  to  IS33,  however,  Vir* 
^iuia,  iti)  present  name,  was  assumed. 

The  first  annual  coaforoncv  of  tho  Virginia 
diatrict  aasomblMl  at  Mill  Creek,  in  8hea- 
andoah  Co.,  Va.,  April  27th,  1831.  Tbore 
were  present  at  tho  oi>c'ning  of  tho  session, 
twenty  ministers,  whose  name*  follow: — H. 
Kumlor,  sen.,  bishop;  W.  R,  Rhinehart,  Henry 
Burtner,  J,  Krock,  G,  Patterson,  Jacob  Erb 
[of  Poonaylvania),  G.  Gucthing,  J.  Zahn, 
W.  Kinncar,  W.  Miller,  P.  Witzcl,  J.  Rhine- 
hart,  J.  Houck.  G.  Hoffman,  X.  Woodyard, 
J.  Hanoy,  H.  Hig^ns,  J.  Haas,  P.  Harmon, 
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and  W.  Knott      Of  the  absent  ministers  no 
record  is  made  iu  the  minuU's. 

Soon  after  the  conference  was  opened,  a 
slender  young  man,  not  yet  nineteen  years 
of  age,  was  presented  as  a  candidate  for 
license  to  preach,  and  was  received,  whosw 
name  haa  become,  wherever  the  U  nited 
Uretbrea  are  known,  familiar  as  a  houfie- 
hold  word.  We  refer  to  J.  J.  Olo>^j)R£NNKB. 
We  must  pause  in  our  narrative  to  give  a 
brief  sketch   of   his   life  and  character. 

Mr.  Glossbrenner  was  bom  in  Hagerstown, 
Md.,  July  24tli,  1812.  His  part-nts  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  of 
German  extraction.  At  the  early  age  Qf  six 
years  he  was  obliged,  on  account  of  the 
death  of  his  father,  to  seek  a  home  among 
strangers.  When  of  sufficient  age  he  went 
to  the  trade  of  a  silversmith,  in  Hngers-- 
town,  where  in  hia  sevenleonlh  year  he  was 
awakened  and  converteil.  After  serving  as 
a  clas&leader  about  a  year,  he  received 
a  licensG  to  exhort;  and,  in  his  nineteenth 
year,  he  was  admitted  into  the  Virginia 
conference,  as  already  stateil.  He  entered 
the  itineracy  at  once,  and  was  placed  upon 
Hagerstown  circuit.  The  following  year  he 
was  sent  to  the  Valley  oi   Virginia,   where 
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rfae  was    marrind.      In    1834,   although    theo 
scare©    twenty-two    years    of    age,    he    waa 
elected    presidiug    elder.      He    continued  to 
itinerate    in   the   Virginia    coiifereucL-,    with 
eonstantly-i Defeasing    UBefulness,    from    1831 
to  1646,  a    {>eriod  of   fourteen   years.      He 
^m      was  a    delegate  to  the  general    conferences 
W     of    1S37,  1841.  and  1845.      In   1845  he  was 
r       elected  bishop;    and  at  each  sucoeoiling  geo- 
I       aral  conference  since  he  has  been  reelected. 
B      Being    a    pluin,  earnest    preacher,  a    sound 
■       Uieologian  in   both  head  and  heart,  a  good 
M      disciplinarian,    and    an    excellent    presiding 
officer;   and  pottseesing,  witiial  a  strong  will, 
a  forbearing  temper,  and  indefatigable  per^ 

I  severance,  he  tills  one's  ideal  of  what  a 
Christian  blahop  ought  to  be.  Few  nieD 
would  better  answer  to  the  requirements-- 
specified  in  Titus  i.  7-». 
Bishop  GloiisbrenDer  is  about  five  feet  teo' 
inches  in  hight,  and  la  well  built  His  com- 
plejcion  is  dark,  eyes  black,  features  regu- 
lar, ouunteuauce  and  manners  sincere  and 
winning.     Thirty  yeans  of  constant  itinerant! 

I      work  have  left  upon  him  their  well  known 
traces.  , 

llis    admission    into   the  Vir^ia    confer- 
ence,  at  its   first   seasioo,  and   at   a  tim% 
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loo,  when  tlio  demand  for  Knglisb  itinerant 
laboriTS  WAS  excootiingly  pressing,  cxcrt<xl  no 
int-onaidcrable  influence  upon  \is  prosperity, 
and  by  bis  unswerving  adbercnco  to  Iho 
peculiar  principles  of  tbo  Gospel  under  cir* 
ciimstftnccs  which  try  men's  souls,  he  has 
contributed  greatly  to  the  purity  and  success 
of  the  Virginia  conference,  and  of  the  United 
Brethren  church. 

At  the  first  session  of  this  confcrero?  a 
very  Htrong  res<dution  against  the  distilla- 
tion and  sale  of  ardent  spirits  was  intro- 
duced by  W.  R^  Rhinebart-,  who  always  stooil 
in  the  front  ranks  of  the  temperance  reform, 
and  passed.  It  was  also  decided,  and  very 
wisely  too,  that  the  itinerant  preachers  shouht 
only  pay  over  to  conference,  for  genera!  dis- 
tribution, the  money  they  had  received  over 
and  above  the  salary  allowed  by  discipline. 
7his  waa  a  move  in  the  right  direction. 

The  appointments  of  the  traveling  preach- 
ers were  read  as  follows; 

Bagerstoum  circuit — J.  J.  Glosabrenner,  W.^ 
R.  Rhinehart 

MecAanicsfovm  circuii — ^W.  Miller,  G.  Gueth- 
ing. 

Stavnt/m  and  Woodstock  circuits — J.  Zahn, 
K.  Woodyard,  J.    Qaney,  J.   Ilouck. 
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Thus,  in  1831,  did  the  Virginia  conference 
set  sail,  to  use  a  nautical  phrase,  with  four 
circuits,  eight  itinerant,  and  about  fifteen 
local  proaehera — twenty-three  in  all. 

In  1833,  among  those  received  into  tho 
conference  we  find  the  names  of  J.  M. 
Hershev,  who  is  still  an  efficient  minister 
in  the  St  Joseph,  and  Q.  Rimal  of  the  Vir- 
ginia conference.  These  ministers  have  stood 
at  their  posts,  aa  faithful  watchmen,  nearlj 
thirty  ycara. 

As  the  church,  up  to  this  period,  had  no 
English  hymn-book,  except  the  collection 
issued  by  Mr.  Antrim,  the  Virginia  confer. 
encp,  in  1833,  pa-^wed  a  resolution  in  favor 
of  the  publication  of  a  new  and  improved 
collection,  and  ponatituted  Mr.  Rhinchart  and 
Mr.  Zahn  a  committee  to  examine  any  col- 
lection which  might  be  offered  them,  or 
to  prepare  a  new  one.  It  wa.^  afterward 
arranged  that  the  Pennsylvania  conferenr* 
should  unite  with  the  Virginia,  in  preparing 
and  publishing  a  new  hymn-book;  and  Jacob 
Erb  was  associated  with  Mr.  Rhinchart,  and 
the  two  constituted  a  compiling  committee. 
A  book  was  in  due  time  prepared  and  pub- 
liahed,  which  met  the  wants  of  the  church 
for  a  number  of   years. 


W.  It  CouRSEY,  and  G.  A.  Shuey,  botb 
af  whoin  Iiave  rendered  efficiont  service  in 
the  conference,  were  ndiuiltetl  in  1833.  Mr. 
Coursey  ia  etill  in  the  effective  ilincranfr 
ranks.  He  has  nerved  a  number  t>f  years  a» 
\}Tv!i'\d\]]ii  vltU'r,  and  vraa  a  delegate  to  the 
general  c^juferunces  of  1841  and  1857. 

During  the  year  1833  tho  work  i»  thi« 
conference  waa  cxl^ended  in  various  direo 
tions;  and  a  new  circuit,  called  South  Branchy 
was  formed,  and  traveled  by  J.  M.  Ilershey, 

In  1834  Jach)B  Bachtkl  was  added  to  the 
itinerant  fonx*  of  the  conference;  and  (rota 
that  period  to  the  pnwunt,  he  has  been  a 
noble  example  of  luinistoria)  pcrsevtimuoe. 
As  a  circuit  preacher,  presiding  elder,  and 
pioneer  missionarT  in  Western  Virginia,  he 
haa  displayed  those  qualities  which  lend  a 
peculiar  charm  to  the  character  of  a  trav- 
eling preacher.  Prompt,  zealous,  and  in- 
dustrious, he  ha»  accomplished,  in  his  almost 
thirty  years'  itineracy,  an  amount  of  hard 
toil,  much  of  it  in  mountainoua  diatrieta, 
which  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  but  fen  min- 
isters- He  contributed  materially  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  A'irginia  conference,  which 
he  represented  in  the  general  couferenocs  of 
1845,  1849,  18^,  and  1667;    and  when  th« 
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ParkeraUurg  conference  was  formed,  although 
Advanced  in  real's,  he  identided  himself  with 
that  laborioiw,  but  promising,  field,  where  he 
is  still  omplovcd  in  the  cffectire  itinerant 
ntnka.      Mr.  Bachtol  ia  a  sound  preacher. 

The  number  of  circuits  in  1834  had  in- 
creaswl  to  six,  and  the  number  of  itinerant 
preachers  to  twelve.  At  the  conference  of 
(bis  year,  a  resolution  was  introduced  by  W, 
R.  Rhinehart,  in  favor  of  the  publication  of 
a  religious  newspaper,  under  the  patronage 
of  the  conference,  to  be  called  the  Union 
Messenger.  The  resolution  was  favorably 
received  by  the  conference,  and  Mr.  R.  was 
encouraged  to  go  forward  with  the  enterprise. 
The  Messenger  made  ita  appearance  ."?oon 
mfter  conference;  but  a.**  the  general  confer- 
ence had,  the  year  before,  resolved  to  estab- 
lish a  paper,  in  which  the  whole  church  might 
be  intereste<l,  it  was,  together  with  its  sub- 
scription list,  type,  and  editor,  transferred  to 
Circleville,  O.,  where,  in  1334,  the  Religious 
Telescope  was  issued. 

In  1838'  a  thin,  dark,  wiry  little  man 
was  received,  who  for  more  than  twenty 
^  years  has  be^n  an  effective  force  in  the 
I  conference,  and  in  the  church.  "We  refer 
I      to  Jacob  Mabkwoob.      Mr.  Markwood  was 
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torn  in  JefTeraon  Co.,  Vft.,  on  Christmas 
in  1818.  In  his  tenth  year  he  became  the 
fiubjcet  of  deep  convictions,  and  while  a 
book  containing  the  experiences  of  some 
English  Wesleyan  preachors  moiled  hia 
boart,  a  tract  on  ilie  linul  damnation  of 
the  wicked  caused  him  to  tremble  with  fear, 
and  lo  pray  for  mercy.  At  the  age  of 
tliirteen  he  was  put  to  work  in  a  woolen- 
factory,  under  the  care  of  an  elder  brother; 
and  while  thus  employed  he  attended  a  re- 
vival meeting,  during  whit-h.  while  kneeling 
at  the  mourner's  bench,  after  a  three  day's 
struggle,  be  found,  to  use  his  own  words, 
"iuex]>R'Ssible  peace  in  Christ."  This  was 
in  October,  1832.  The  converted  factory 
boy  soon  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  preach 
tbe  Gospel;  but  his  youth,  and  a  sense  of 
unfitness  for  the  great  work,  deterred  hira 
from  entering  upon  it,  until  his  nineteenth 
year,  when  he  accepted  a  license  to  exhort 
This  was  in  June,  1837.  In  September  fol- 
lowing he  was  licensed  to  preach,  and  com- 
uienced  to  travel  with  Ibe  preachers  on  their 
large  circuits  as  an  assisntant. 

In  March,  1838,  as  above  stated,  he  was 
received  into  the  Virginia  conference,  and 
appointed  to  travel  Hagerstown  circuit,  as  a 
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colleague  of  William  Knott,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years.  Next  he  was  sent  to 
South  Branch  circuit,  where  he  hiburcd 
twD  years  longer.  In  1843  he  was  cloeted 
presitliiig  elder,  and  placed  upon  Maryland 
'district,  1854  and  1855  were  spent  in  aa 
agency  for  the  missionary  society.  He  has 
served  his  conference  since  1S43,  almost  o<in- 
tinurtlly  as  a  presiding  cider,  on  districts 
which  require  long,  and  hard  journeys  on 
horseback;  and  ho  has  beon  a  delegate  to 
each  genera!  etniforenoe  since  1845. 

Few  men,  since  1838,  have  labored  more 
zealously,  or  have  made  a  more  favorable 
impression  for  the  came  of  Christ.  Mr. 
Markwood  is  a  bold  defender  of  tlie  peculi- 
arities of  the  United  Brethren  church;  an 
indefatigable  itinerant;  a  Christian  of  the 
finest  mold;  an  eloquent  and  faithful  preach- 
er; and  he  is  never  happier  than  when 
in  his  saddle,  climbing  over  the  hills  and 
mountains,  on  the  way  to  a  quarterly  meeting 

With  GIoBsbrcnnor,  Markwood,  Baclitel, 
and  others  of  similar  spirit,  the  United  Breth- 
ren church  in  Virginia  and  Maryland  has 
not  only  been  able  to  hold  its  own,  amid 
the  most  adverse  influences,  but  it  has  had 
a  healthy  growth. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

OrTOROWTHS     OF     THE     OLD      CONFKREKCB — 
PENNSVLVASU,  EAST  PKNNSYLVASIA,   ALLK 
OHAN'Y — J.   ERB — 0.   MILLER — J.  FOHL. 

The  northern  portion  of  the  old  ci>nfcr- 
eDce,  firat  called  the  Harrisburg,  but  soon 
after  the  Fennsylvama  confebekce,  held 
it«  first  anniml  session  in  Cumberland  Co., 
Fa.,  in  April.  1831.  Thirty-one  miDisters 
were  in  attendance  at  the  opening  of  the 
.conference;  and  during  the  session  five  can- 
didates for  the  ministry  were  authorized  to 
preaeh, — making  the  whole  number  present 
thirtv-six. 

In  1833  the  boundaries  of  this  conference 
were  extended  westward  to  the  Pennsylvania 
line,  80  as  to  include  that  portion  of  the 
church  in  Washington  and  Weetmoreland 
counties,  which,  since  1818,  had  been  under 
the  care  of  the  Muskingum  conference.  With 
this  expansion  uf  territory  the  Fennsylrania 
conference  embraced  the  whole  of  the  State 
Vol.  II.— 15. 
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of  Pennnylvnirm,  and  a  small  portion  01 
Marylund.  In  183.1  this  pxtensivc  field,  or 
the  portioii  of  it  cultivated  by  the  United 
Breihrcii,  wm  divided  into  eleven  circuits, 
which  were  served  hy  fifteen  itinerant  prcaeh- 
crs,  stationed  as  follows; 

CAKLiiLK  DisriticT — J.  Erb  P.  E. 

Carfislt'  ciraiU,  .faeoh  Ritter. 

I'ori  circuit,  Geo.  Miller. 

Jacob  Kuiip  to  travel  through  the  cireuits 
above  nanitxl  u*  a   CJerman   preacher. 

bavpkiii  ciiriiif.  I>.   Funkhoiifler. 

Lancaster,  Jnciib  Snider. 

Lancmtcr  sfaftoii,  Ezekiel  Bering. 

Haltimorr  sUitiwt,    ?vivv  Hermon. 

lifNTiMiTfiN  UisTiiifT — J.  Xiuisn  ood  J. 
Bider  Presiding;  Elders. 

Huntiugtmi  circaif,  F.  Gilbert. 

Juniata  circuit,  >!.  Ijatrson. 

Chambersbiirg  circuit,  ^^artin  I^lir. 

Ciearfeifl  circuit,  John  Wallace. 

Westmoreland  circuit,  G.  StC.  Hussey. 

Jacod  Erb.  whose  n&roe  stands  at  tbc 
head  of  the  itinerant  tWrce,  in  the  allotmentA 
of  labor  for  Win,  waa  admitted  into  tho 
old  conferem-L-  in  1823.  The  aame  yew  he 
entered  the  itinerant  rank?.  In  1826,  in 
company  with  J.  Chri!»tian  Smith,  he  visited 
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Canada  West,  and  that  part  of  the  State 
lof  New  York  which  lies  contiguous  to  the 
Ktogara  Falls.  In  1837  he  was  appointed 
to  travel  a  mifssion  in  the  Xorth,  (lesiji:nfltod 
as  the  "New  York  Mission."  Possessing  the 
true  missionary  spirit,  he  traveled  through 
jiortions  of  Western  New  York  and  Canada, 
l>art  of  the  time  afoot  with  his  kna[»3ack 
on  his  back,  preaching  ChriBt.  lie  was 
well  received,  and  succeeded  in  estahlishing 
a  number  of  excellent  societies  in  Erie  county, 
New  York,  and  Canada  West.  Between  1827 
nnd  1837  he  made  occasional  visits  to  this 
miasiou;  but,  as  tlio  cunferenee  seemed  un- 
willing to  prosecute  the  work,  he  vvas  obliged 
to  give  it  up  in  despair.  Soon  after  this 
unjustifiable  abandonment  of  a  most  prom- 
ising field,  it  was  entei'ed  by  the  Evangelical 
(sometimes  called  Albright)  brethren,  who 
were  successful  in  winning  hundreds,  and  oven 
thousands  of  European,  nnd  other  Germans, 
to  Christ.  The  United  Brethren,  neglected 
by  the  Pennsylvania  conference,  generally 
■united  with  the  Kvungelical  Association. 
However,  when  the  missionarj-  board,  a  few 
I  years  since,  sent  over  li>l)orera  to  Canada, 
some  of  the  fniil-  ,>f  Mr.  Krb's  labors 
still  remained. 
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In  1829  Mr.  Erb  was  a  Uelegiile  to  the 
general  conference;  also  in  1833,  anil  1837. 
In  1837  be  was  elected  bishop,  his  colleagues 
being  Saoiuel  Hiestand  and  Henry  Kumler, 
sen.  In  18il  he  waa  re-elected  to  the  eupcr- 
intendoncy,  H.  Kumler,  sen.,  John  Coons, 
and  H.  Kumler,  jun.,  being  his  colleagues. 

In  1840  John  Kussel  estahltshod  a  semi- 
monthly Gorman  jMtper  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, cnlled  "Bie  Geschaeftige  Martha,"  or 
"  Busy  Marthu,"  a  pa|>er  devotetl  to  the 
cause  of  religion,  genernlly,  aud  specially  to 
the  interests  of  the  United  Brethren  church. 
The  fiirat  number  was  issued  March  7th. 
At  the  general  conference  of  1841,  this 
I)apor  was  received  i nto  the  care  of  t he 
church,  and  Bishop  Erb  was  elected  iis 
Editor  and  Publisher.  The  first  number  of 
the  "Martha,"  under  Mr.  Erb's  manage- 
ment^ was  issued  July  1st,  1841.  He  con- 
tinued to  edit  and  publish  this  paper  until 
June  22d,  1842,  whou,  for  want  of  sufficient 
patronage,  it  was  discontinued. 

Since  1845  Mr.  Erb  ha.-*  been  variously 
employed,  in  the  service  of  the  church,  as 
presiding  elder,  circuit  preacher,  mis.?ionaiy 
in  Canada,  and  agent.  A  descendenf,  we 
belier^  of  the  good  old  Mennonites,  he  ei 
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emplifics  tlieir  economical  habits,  plainness  of 
dress,  simplicity,  and  liospital  ity. 

Among  the  young  men  introduced  into  the 
Pennsylvania  conference  prior  to  1840,  we 
find  the  uiimos  of  George  Miller  and  John 
Fold. 

Geobok  MrLLEit  Ijcgan  to  itinerate  in  this 
conference  in  1833,  in  the  twenty-third  year 
of  his  age;  and  from  1833,  to  1851,  ho  ranked 
among  the  most  prominent  and  useful  minis- 
ters in  Pennsylvania.  He  served  the  Penn- 
aylvania  conference  five  years  as  a  circuit 
preacher,  three  years  as  a  presiding  elder, 
and  eleven  years  as  a  stationed  preacher. 
During  three  of  those  years  he  was  pas- 
tor of  the  Otterboin  church  in  Baltimore, 
where  he  was  ubligini  to  apply  hiinsulf  to  the 
study  of  the  German,  for  up  to  the  period 
of  his  appointment  to  this  important  charge, 
he  had  been  but  little  conver^nt  with  that 
language,  ity  tlie  most  persevering  applica- 
tion  to  the  language  he  became  a  correct  and 
forcible  German  preacher.  *'I  visited  him , 
several  times,"  writes  Mr.  W.  B.  Wagner, 
"  while  he  was  in  Baltimore;  and  he  in- 
formed  me  that  ola^e  application  to  tlie  study 
of  the  German,  and  to  pulpit  preparations, 
liad  seriously  affected   his  health,   and  had 
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brought    him   frequently    near  the    gates  of 
death."     Aftor   honornbly  aequitting  himself 
as  a  workman  that  n(?odcth  not  to  be  nshani^dT 
in  all  the  fields  assigned  him  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania conference,  he   omij*ratetl   to    Iowa   in 
1851,  and  wan  3tation(><l   that  year    In    Miifi- 
oatine.      In    1852,  lie  was  elected   presiding 
elder,  and  in  1853  he  was  again  stationed  in 
Muscatine.    He  continued  to  labor,  witli  im- 
paired health   however,  until    1858,  when   he 
broke  down  completely,  while  on  Lisbon  sta- 
tion, and  became  the  victim  of  severe  bodilv 
afflictions.     lie  now  rctii-ed  to  his  home  in 
Cedar  Co.,   after  twenty-six  years  of  active 
service    in    the    itineracy,  witli    a    faint  hope 
that  he  might  regain  his  health;   but  on  the 
8th   of  January,    1800,    he  closed    his   eyes 
upon  the  scenes  of  earth,  and  entered  the 
world  of  bli&s.     He  had  reached  bis  fiftieth 
year. 

Mr.  Miller's  personal  appearance  was  pre- 
possessing, and  b)9  address  pleasing,  In  the 
pulpit  his  gestures  were  easy  and  expressive; 
and  his  sermons  clear,  systematic,  and  forc- 
ible. To  the  ministry  of  the  word,  be  gave 
his  heart  and  life.  "His  labors  in  the  Gos- 
pel," writes  Mr.  Wagner,  "will  live  in  the 
hearts  of  thousands  in  the  cast  and  in  t^ 
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weat."    Whftt  more  dosiralile  op  suitable  inon- 
oment  for  an  onibnssn<loi'  of  Jc^iis? 

John  Foiii.  v.h&  lurn  in  Kmnklin  Co.,  IV, 
iu  1815.  His  ]uiiviit»  wero  Lutherans, — his 
father  an  diler  in  the  church;  but  they  both 
liveJ  iu  igiiumiiue  of  u-xperi menial  reiigioii 
until  visited  by  two  devoted  ami  simple- 
hearted  United  Brethren  JocaI  preachers,  P. 
Hftbeoker,  ami  J.  J>ome.  Yet  it  ought  to  be 
added  that  they  diligently  instructwl  their 
children  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Iu  his  seven- 
tfieuth  year  John  was  eonverted.  "The  evi- 
dence of  pardon  to  me,"  using  his  own  words. 
"was  Bs  clear  as  a  sunbeam.''  Zeal  fur  soul* 
now  induced  him  to  appoint  prayer-nieclings 
in  hia  neighbor! lood,  at  whieh  he  exliorteti 
sinners  to  repentance.  At  these  meetings  ho 
was  instrumental  in  saving  some  souls. 
Through  the  influence  of  the  Lutheran  pas- 
tor he  was  sent  to  Gettysburg  Theological 
Seminary,  but  he  soon  became  satisfied  that 
it  was  not  the  place  for  him.  He  left  the 
seminary  and  returneU  home,  with  the  pur- 
pose to  devote  himself,  almost  exclusively,  to 
Lthe  study  of  the  Scripture?. 
Id  the  spring  of  1835,  moved  with  pity  for 
the  poor  and  outcast  in  the  mountainous 
regions  of  Pennsylvania,  he  resolved  to  "try 
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the  Spirit."  A  two-monfh  tour  among  lh& 
mouiiUiiiis  satiaticd  bim  tbut  he  was  called 
of  God  to  preach;  and  in  1836  he  was  Ffr 
oeived  into  the  Pennsylvania  oonferenc*, 
and  appointed  to  Clearfield  circuit — &  circuit 
which  ombraoed  a  wild,  romantic  region.  The 
streams  were  generally  without  bridges,  and 
wild  cat**,  and  wolves,  and  panthers  abounded. 
The  people  were  poor,  and  many  of  them 
wild,  but  they  were  kind.  His  next  circuit 
w;ks  Washington,  in  western  Pennsylvania. 
During  this  year  he  i>xtende<l  im  work  into 
Green  Co.,  Pa.  "The  |)coplo  in  thia  region 
I  found  exceedingly  rude,"  writes  Mr.  F., 
"yet  every  cabin  door  wns  ojjen  for  our  recep- 
tion. They  often  camo  to  preaching  through 
the'  forest  from  five  to  six  miles,  carrying 
their  guns  with  them,  which  they  would  stack 
ill  front  of  the  cabin  during  divine  service." 
After  two  years  service  in  the  mountains 
and  in  western  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  F.  was 
placed  on  Chambersburg  circuit,  having  J.  S. 
Kessler  as  a  colleague.  While  he  lal>ore<l  at 
Chambersburg,  a  revival  of  remarkable  power 
was  e.'sperienced.  Ni-Jir  oni"  hundred  persona 
were  converted,  and  among  the  number  sev- 
eral M-ho  have  since  bectnne  excellent  min- 
isters. 
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The  year  following  tho  groat  revival  Cham- 
bcrsbui'g  wus  made  a  i^tution,  and  .Mr.  Fulil 
was  placed  in  charge  of  it.  In  1840  he 
vas  elected  presiding  elder,  an<l  placed  on 
Chambcrsburg  district,  vrhere  he  remaine<l 
three  conaccutivo  years.  Ho  continued  to 
labor  in  tho  Pennsylvauiii  and  East  Penn- 
sylvania conferences  with  markc*!  success 
until  1853,  when  ho  removed  to  Indiana, 
where  he  liaa  since  been  engaged,  principally, 
in  the  Sunday-school   cause. 

Jacob  Winter  was  probably  tho  most  ef- 
ficient pioneer  ev,angelist  employeil  by  tlic 
Pennsylvania  conference  in  tho  "Western  part 
of  the  State.  Ho  wa-s  born  in  Waahingtou 
Co.,  Pa.,  Sept.  I6tb,  1780,  embraced  religion 
in  1801,  and  received  license  to  preach,  from 
the  old  conference,  in  1808.  "The  Uniteil 
Brethren  church  in  western  Pennsylvania,*' 
writes  Mr.  J.  Fold,  "was  estabtbhetl  princi- 
pally through  his  instrumentality.  For  many 
years  he  labored  o.xtonsivoly,  catechising  the 
youth,  piTuching  the  GosiwI,  and  establish 
ing  chni-che.'*.  He  was  a  man  of  warm  heart, 
good  tatenti*,  deep  piety,  and  ardent  zeal. 
He  spoke  the  Grrninn  and  KngU.-ih  lan- 
guages with  almost  equal  fluency.  Many 
aoula   were  won   to  Chriat  as  seals    to   his 
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Tninisln'.  I  slmll  never  forget  llie  tears  and 
the  ndmonilioiis  of  that  man  of  God."  He 
died  OeMxT  12th,  1843,  in  the  triumphs  of 
faith,  in  tlic  sixty-fourth  year  of  his  age, 
having  I>een  a  minister  of  Jesua  Christ  thirty- 
five  yeiirn. 

In  1838  the  cftnference  met  in  Wormley* 
burg,  CumlieHand  Co.,  Pa.,  to  hold  its  eighth 
annual  srsainn.  Xinety-oight  preachers  were 
enrulltHl  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  and 
nine  applicants  for  license,  were  author- 
ized lo  ]ireafh,  and  received  into  conference, 
making  in  all  one  huitdred  and  seven.  This 
was,  withont  douht,  the  largest  conference  in 
the  connection;  and  every  thing  goes  to  prove 
that  great  prosperity  had  attended  the  labor- 
ore  in  the  vineyard.  Only  seven  years  had 
passed  since  the  division  of  the  old  con- 
ference; and  it  now  l)epame  necessary  to 
set  off  a  new  conference  from  the  Penn- 
sylvania conference.  Toward  tlie  close  of 
the  Wormleyi>buiT5  conference,  it  was  asked: 

Question.  M'here,  and  when,  shall  our  next 
eonferenee  Ije  held? 

Ansteer.  At  Lebanon,  Fa.,  on  the  second 
Monday  in  March,  1839. 

Qtuxtion.  Where,  and  when,  shall  the  Alle- 
ghany conference  bo  held? 
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Amwer.  At  Mt.  Pleasant,  Westmoreland 
ooxHity,  l*a.,  on  the  last  Monday  in  March, 
1839. 

It  docs  not  appoar  from  the  minutes  of 
the  general  conference  of  1837  tliat  any 
action  was  taken  at  that  conference  in  rela- 
tion to  the  formation  of  a  new  conference 
in  Pennsylvania.  On  the  contrary,  it  may 
bo  inferred,  from  a  resolution  adopted  near 
the  close  of  the  session,  in  relation  to  the 
number  of  delegates  each  conference  would 
be  entitled  to  send  to  the  general  conference 
of  1841,  that  a  new  confercnoo  was  not  set 
off  in    1837.  • 

"We  conclude,"  says  Mr  Hanby,  "tliat  the 
Pennsylvania  conference  set  off  the  Alleghany 
conference  by  mutual  consent  of  its  mem- 
bers, there  being  at  that  time  no  rule  of 
discipline  forbidding  such  a  course.  The 
aame  course  appears  to  have  been  adopted 
by  the  Indiana  conference,  in  setting  off  the 
Wabash  conference  in  ia34."  Thus  in  1838 
wo  have  three  conferences  on  the  territory 

*  The  g«ii«riil  conrcrence  iitp«d  tkU  «a«li  tanitnute  dinUict 
Aauld  lend  tbo  rollatrlng  oDiubw  of  (iclepilw  to  Ibc  nolt  CDiulnj 
fHwnl  oonfervQot: 

P«nn*]'t*M>ia.  4:  Viri^ia,  3;  Sdolo,  4;  MUmi,  3;  WaUtb,  3; 
Iiidiann,  3 ;  Muskingum,  9;  S«n<iu»ky,  a.    ToUl,  92.— CcTraei  frtm 


covered  by  the  old  conference  alone  up  to 
1830. 

The  first  session  of  the  Alleghany  confer- 
ence was  held  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  in  March,  1839. 
BUhop  Erb  presided.  The  new  conference 
was  divided  into  five  circuits,  embrflced  in 
one  presiding  elder's  district.  Twonty-niuo 
members  of  conference  were  enrolled  at  the 
commencement  of  tho  session,  and  four  ap- 
plicants for  license  to  preach  were  received, 
making  thirty-three  in  all.  J.  R.  Sitmax, 
ft  devoted  and  faithful  itinerant  minister, 
was  the  fii'st  presiding  elder.  The  growth 
of  the  Alleghany  conference,  from  ita  organ- 
ization in  1839,  to  the  present  period,  has 
been  highly  encouraging.  It  in  now  one  of 
the  larger  conference^  and  had  an  able  and 
effective  ministerial  force, 

Going  back  again  to  the  Pennsylvania 
conference,  wo  find  it  sUU  favored  with  great 
pi"0sperity.  In  1844  ton  candidates  for  the 
ministry  were  received  on  probation;  and 
In  1845  the  conference  had  eighty-threo  min- 
isters, local  and  traveling,  three  presiding 
elder's  district*,  and  twenty-one  circuits.  The 
work  by  this  time  had  again  become  so 
largo  that  another  conference  mighty  with 
propriety,   be    set  off";     and    accordingly,  at 
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the    general  conference   of    1845,  the  East 
Pkknsylvania  co.vfkkencf  was  formed. 

Now  we  have,  instead  of  the  old  confer- 
ence of  1830,  five  vigorous  conferencea  east 
of  the  Pennsylvania  line;  and,  that  wo 
may  the  better  appreciate  this  rapid  growtJi, 
the  fact  of  the  constant  drain  mode  upon 
the  east,  both  of  ministers  and  members, 
must  be  considered.  The  west  is  debtor  lo 
the  east  for  a  large  number  of  excellent 
members  and  able  ministers. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

THE  SCIOTO  CONFEBENCK — COON'S,  MONTOOM- 
KRV,  VAXDEMARK,  AMKKOSE,  HASTINGS,  KJM- 
XEY,    HAMJY,    EDWAIlltS,    L.   DAVIS. 

It  bus  nlroAil^'  bcon  stated  that  iu  1824 
tUo  iliaiui  conference  was  divided,  the  cast- 
ern  portion  taking  the  name  of  Scioto. 
The  session  of  this  parent  conference  of  the 
west,  prior  to  the  division,  apiwars  to  have 
been  one  of  great  religious  interest.  Aflor 
the  examination  of  the  preachers  had  been 
concluded,  Bishop  Iloffmau  delivered  to  them 
a  very  weighty  and  soul^tirriug  address,  in 
which  he  particularly  charged  them  to  be 
careful  in  the  reception  of  members  into  the 
church,  and  to  guard  vigilantly  against  the  ad- 
mwsion  of  thoao  who  have  not  an  evidence  of 
sins  forgiven.  "Had  you  been  there,"  writes 
father  I>eWitt,  "and  witiioiM*e<l  the  piety,  the 
zeal,  and  the  glowing  lo%'e  which  seemed  to 
animate  every  bosom,  you  would  have  thought 
yourself  in  the  suburbs  of  the  upj)er  sanctuary.'' 
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The  Scioto  conference  held  ita  first  sea* 
sion  in  June  1625,  in  FairfieM  Co.,  0.  Its 
territory  embrncetl  the  l)est  cultivated  por- 
tion of  the  State;  and,  at  \ts  DrganizHtion, 
it  was  favored  M-ith  an  excellent  class  of 
itinerant  miaisters.  Xoticc  hn^  already  been 
taken  of  a  number  of  them.  It  should 
also  be  staled  that  in  1823,  two  years  prior 
to  the  division  of  the  Miami  conference, 
Joirx  Cooxs  was  admitted  into  the  itineracy; 
and  when  tliat  division  *vas  made  he  identi- 
fied  himself    with  the   Scioto   conference. 

Mr.  Coons  was  bom  in  Martinsburg,  Va., 
Oct.  25th.  1797,  and  was  brought  to  Christ 
in  1831,  through  the  instrumentality  of  Jacob 
Autrlm.     He  soon  began  to  preach,  and  in 

1822  was  received  into   the  conference.     Id 

1823  he  entered  the  itineracy,  and  was  placed 
on  Washington  circuit.  The  next  year  he 
traveled  Adclphia  circuit;  and  thus,  fur  nearly 
thirty-eight  years  his  name  has  been  en- 
rolled on  the  itinerant  list.  Uc  was  a  dele- 
gate to 'the  general  conferences  of  1829-33. 
After  1836  he  served  a  number  of  years  as 
presiding  elder.  In  1837  he  was  again  a 
delegate  to  general  conference,  also  in  1S4I, 
at  whieh  conference  he  was  elected  bishop, 
He  filletl  the  office  for  four  vears,  after  which 
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he    entered    again   upon  the  more    pleasant 
duties  of  a  circuit  and  stationed  preacher. 

At  the  session  of  the  Miami  conference  in 
1824  Joshua  Moxtoomery  was,  "after  exam- 
ination, cordially  receive<l,"  and  plaeed  upon 
a  circuit  in  the  Scioto  (conference.     Thirty- 
seven  years  of   unswerving  devotion    to   the 
Lord's  cause,  the  most  of  the  time  in  the 
itineracy,    has  justified    the    cordiality  with 
which  he  was  received  into  conference.     Being 
a  member   of  the  Scioto  confereneo  at   its 
organi7Jit)on,   and    filling,   during  the  larger 
part  of  the  time,  the  office  of  presiding  elder, 
he    may    well    tc    regarded    as    one    of   its 
fathers;    and   it   is    a    fact    that    no   small 
share  of  the  prosperity  of   the  church,  em- 
braced within   that  district,  must  be  attribu- 
ted  to  the  blessing  of   God  ujwn  his  labors. 

When  ho  first  entered  the  ministry  he 
labored  very  unwillingly,  and  only  preached 
from  a  stern  sense  of  duty.  Conversir 
with  a  brother  minister  upon  this  point 
he  said,  with  much  emphasis,  "If  it  were 
not  preach  or  Ire  damned  I  never  woulc 
preach  another  sermon!" 

His   friend    answered    with    astonishment, 
''"Wliy,  Joshua,  do  you  love  God?"     It  m 
a  word  in  season.    The  Spirit  fastened  con.-"' 
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Tictlon  Upon  bis  ncart;  and  from  that  hour 
be  restctl  not  till  he  obtained  a  victory,  and 
oonld  even  thank  God  for  the  pririlego  of 
preaching  Christ.  From  that  time  forward 
his  labors  were  blessed  as  they  never  had 
been   bcfoi-e. 

He  was  a  mcnil>cr  of  the  genera]  confcrened 
of  1S41,  and  of  each  succeeding  general 
conference:  and  his  gentlemanly  deportment, 
f^ank  and  buld  expressiou  of  sentimenta, 
firm  attachment  tn  the  doctrine  and  discip- 
line of  the  church,  forcible,  and  often  eloquent, 
address,  and  thorough  earncsfnoss,  hare 
given  to  him  a  very  'decide<l  and  salutary 
inflaenoc  in  all  those  quadrcnnini  assemblies. 

In  person  Afr.  Montgomery  Is  short,  and 
thick  set.  He  has  a  fine  forehead,  and  his 
heavj-  eyebrows  give  him  a  look  of  severity; 
yet  no  kinder  heart  ever  beat.  Thirty-seven 
years  of  pei-sevcring  service  in  the  ministry 
have  not  brought  wealth,  nor  even  a  com- 
petence; but  they  have  sprinkled  his  head 
with  gray,  ami  m.ide  his  step  feeble;  yet 
the  old    soldier    is   still    at  his   post. 

Elias  Vaxjjemark  wns  added  to  the  itin- 
erant force  in  1829,  the  year  that  the  la- 
mented Steward  went  to  his  rcwnrd.  With 
A  good  voice,  great  zeal,  a  warm  heart,  and 
Vol.  II.— 16. 
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dMp  attarhiiiout  to  the  church,  Mr.  Vuiulo 
iaatk,  'thri>u;.'h  evil  raiMjrt  and  good  roport, 
toiled  for  tht?  spread  of  iieligioii  in  the 
Bttiotu  eontereriw  f«r  a  period  of  twentvifirc 
yeaan;  and,  during  the  quarter  of  a  Ctintury 
of  his  active  labors  as  a  minister,  he  won 
many  soul^  to  Christ.  Duriug  the  ion'  past 
ycara  age  and  infirmities  have  placed  him 
un  thesupermiiumted  list.  Poverty  has  been, 
and  is  still,  hin  portion.  0  how  many  of 
our  dear  fjither.'i  in  the  ministry,  being  poor, 
like  the   M.isIit,  luivp  made  ninny  riob, 

William  Amukose  was  identified  with  the 
Scioto  fonfeivnee  from  it^  organizatiou  up  to 
1860.  He  M-as  b<jrn  in  Maryland,  id  17TO; 
embraced  religion  in  Virginia  in  1780;  was 
licensetl  to  j>reaeli  in  1792:  and,  in  1608, 
was  authorized  to  administer  all  the  ordi- 
nances.  I  u  IHV^  he  made  an  extensive 
preaching  tour  thi-uugh  portions  of  Virginia, 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  and  Kentucky,  in  com- 
pany with  bishop  Xcweonier.  In  1815  he 
removed  from  A'irginia  to  Highland  county, 
Ohio;  and  in  1819  .Nathaniel  Havens  took 
up  an  appointment  at  his  house.  The  fol- 
lowing year,  under  the  labors  of  John  Do- 
;Witt  and  Henry  Boncbrake,  a  revival  of 
Tcligion  was  promoted  in  hia  neighborhood, 
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I    vr^ich    resulteil    in    the    organization   of  an 
I    e;u:cllent  church. 

■  ^r.  Ambrose  served  a  number  of  years 

■  M  a  local  presiding  elder,   and  to  the  period 
0^  ^,13  death  was  diligently  engaged  in  what- 

■  ev^er  work  the  Lord  of  the  vinoyard  required 
I    at  bis  hands. 

B  Bishop  Edwiinls  relates  of  him  the  fol- 
I  lowing  anecdote:  "In  preaching  a  sermon 
I  at  the  Scioto  conference  on  the  Call  to  the 
I  Ministry,  he  took  occasion  to  refer  to  his 
I  own  experience,  stating  that  soon  after  his 
conversion  souk;  of   his  friends  wished  him 

I  to  attend  college,  in  order  to  prepare  him- 
self for  the  ministry.  'But^'  said  he,  in 
his  peculiarly  dr}'  way,  'if  I  had  gone  I 
expect  I  should   have  come  out  as  Aaron's 

I    gold  came  out  of  the  fire.'" 
On  the  23d  of   August,  1850.  he  died  in 
holy  triumph.      Two   of   his  sons,  Matthias 
and  Lewis,  grandsons  of  Christian  Crum,  are 
also  worthy   ministers,   now   of   the    Illinois 
conference. 
Matthias,  the  eldest  son,  entered  the  Scioto 
_     conference   in    1833,    since   which    timc^    as 
drcmt  preacher,  and  presiding  elder,  he  has 
rendered  important  service  to  the  cause  of 
«Tangclic&l  religion.    (le  la  a  man  of  blameless 
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\^t&,  and,  although  humble  and   retiring,  an 
unfaltering    advocate    and    defender    of     the 
truth.      He    was  a   member  of   the    gencTal       , 
conferences  of   1S45,  1849,  and  1863.  M 

"WiLLUM  Hastings  deserves  notice  a«  i 
distinguished  minister  in  this  confereno?. 
He  was  born  in  New  Hampshire;  embraced 
religion  in  Vermont,  but  did  not  unite  with 
any  church;  emigrated  to  Ohio  in  1813;  and, 
in  1828,  joined  the  Scioto  conference,  and 
entered  the  itinerant  ranks.  Bishop  Edwards, 
who  knew  him  well,  says  of  him:  "He 
was  a  man  of  good  information  and  exoel* 
lent  sense,  an  extraordinary  preacher  and  a 
first-rato  coimsellor.  His  remarks  in  debate 
were  often  sharp  and  cutting  to  his  peers, 
but  he  was  always  on  the  side  of  mercy 
toward  the  fallen  or  the  accused.  The 
following  anecdote  is  illustrative  of  his  gen- 
era!  course  in  dealing  with  accused  brethren: 

"A  qnart«rly  conference  minister  on  the 
circuit  on  which  Mr.  H.  lived  was  accused 
of  immoral  conduct  A  proposition  was 
made  to  the  conference  to  apjKpint  a  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  offending  brother,  and 
report  to  the  next  quarterly  conference.  One 
of  the  ministers  on  the  circuit,  a  young 
man  full  of  zeal  and  anxious  for  a  revinl, 
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thinking  it  would  never  do  tu  vrait  a  vrhoto 
quarter  for  flnul  nctioit,  itrgLNl  that  eomo- 
tiiixig  oughl  to  be  (lone  immediately,  giving 
as  a  reason  tliat  tbo  cattse  was  in  danger. 
Mr.  IL,  arose  and  rcplicd,  with  a  sarcastic, 
Yankee  twang,  'The  cause,  the  came!  the 
young  brother  seonw  vciy  much  concerned 
about  the  cause.  The  cause  is  Cod's,  and 
the  gates  of  hell  can't  prevail  against  it 
I^  us  do  right,  and  give  the  brother  a 
chance  for  his  life.  GotI  will  take  care  of 
the  cause.*  Thw  wns  a  settler;  but  it  taught 
the  young  ]ireachpr  a  much-needed  lesson, 
which  is  still  remembtM'cd.  And  further  to 
vindicate  the  wLsdoiii  i>f  the  course  pursued, 
God  poured  out  hi.s  Spirit^  and  a  [rawerful 
revival  fallowed  near  the  vicinity  of  the 
accused  brother's  residence  l)efore  the  three 
months  had  expired." 

During  his  last  illness  he  said,  "If  I  had 
my  life  to  live  over  uguin,  I  would  preach  as 
long  as  I  could  s[)etik  teu  minutes  at  a  time." 
At  another  time  he  said  "Oh,  Royal,  ad- 
dressing his  son,  who  was  also  a  minister, 
"let  not  the  love  of  the  world  prevent  you 
from  pi-eaehing  the  go»[)cl." 

Although  in  quite  limited  circumatnnces, 
he    bequeathed    $100   to    missions,  and   tho 
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interest  of    3100    fur    Icn    years    to    mA  m 
supporting  prpaobhig   near  his  residence. 

Tho    rapid    gr*jwtli  of   the  Scioto    confer- 
ence, its  geogruphioal  jMwition,  and  the  char- 
acter of   its  ministry,  s«on   gave   to  it   tliei 
position  of  fl  leading  t-onferenoe;    and,  when 
the  churob's   press  was  established  in    1834. 
it  was  placed,   in   the  intervals  of   the  gen- 
eral   conference,   under  the   management   of 
this  oonferenoe.     This  ^uiwrvisory  authority 
was  retained  until   1853.     Of   the  men,  not 
alrca'iy  name<l,  who  wore  idcntilied  with  this 
conference  priur  1o  1840,  and  who  have  taken 
a  leading  ]Mirt  in  her  eoun^U  and   in  the 
counsels  of  the  chureh,  a  few  more  must  be 
noticed. 

Among  the  tii'st  of  these  stands  the  name 
of  tho  lamented  Jamks  Kinney,  of  whose 
life  and  labors  only  a  meager  sketch  has 
been  preae^^'ed.  Mr.  Kinney's  parents  emi- 
grated from  Ireland  to  Pennsylvania, — thence 
to  Knox  county,  Ohio.  Of  six  children  he 
was  the  second.  As  hiji  parents  were  very 
poor,  and  the  eonntry  almost  an  unbroken 
wilderness,  his  otlncAtion  was  entirely  neg- 
lected. At  si.xteen  years  of  age  he  was 
converted,  and  calle<l  to  preach ;  and,  although 
he  could   not   read    a    text,  he   was   not  dis- 
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obedient  to  tlie  heavenly  calling.  With  Rueh 
bnowlecigc  as  ho  had,  drawing  lai^ely  upon 
liifi  own  experience,  he  lifted  up  hid  youth- 
ful voice  in  the  wilderness;  tind  not  a  fow 
of  the  new  settlers  were  brought  to  Jesn* 
through  his    instnunentnlity. 

He  was  not  content,  however,  to  remain 
in  ignorance.  lie  first  lenrned  to  read,  and 
then  applietl  him»oIf  to  the  study  of  Kn«- 
lish  Grammar,  nnd  to  some  of  the  best 
theological  works.  Aide<l  by  some  well-in- 
formed friends,  ho  made  rapiii  advuneement 
in  his  tftudiee;  meanwhile  ho  <*oased  not  to 
preach  wherever  op|K>Hunity  offeriNl.  In  bin 
twenty-first  year  he  was  married,  and,  si»mo 
time  flitcrward,  waa  i'Ocfi\eil  into  the  S<ioti 
conference,  and  admitted  into  the  itineraov. 
Hero  a  wido  field  of  usefulness  was  opt»neil 
Vfore  him,  and  he  seemed  to  be  tbnreuirhlv 
furnished  for  the  work.  The  chnr*?li  wa*i 
at  that  time  in  transition  from  the  Gorman 
to  the  English;  and  the  demand  for  well- 
qualified,  zealoiu*,  and  self-sacrificing  English 
preachers  was   o.\<"<«dingly  pressing. 

From  the  time  he  was  received  into  the 
Scioto  conference,  until  bis  death,  a  period 
of  scarcely  ton  years,  no  man  in  the  church 
labored   with    more  suiH>e*8.      He   gave  him- 
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self  wholly  tn  lUc  ministry  of  the  word.  He 
went  forth  as  a  flaming  bcrtiid  uf  salvatiou. 
A  portion  of  the  time  he  tiUwl  the  office  of  pro- 
aiding  elder,  being  elected  in  1829.  lie  was 
a  member  of  the  general  conference  in  1839. 
But,  like  many  of  God'a  chosen  vessels,  he 
wtia  the  child  of  affliction,  and  the  time  allot- 
ted for  his  earthly  labors  waa  short. 

About  two  years  previous  to  his  death  he  suf- 
fered greatly,  from  a  most  i>ainful  abacesa  in 
his  side,  yet  he  did  not  cense  to  travel  and 
to  preach,  patiently  enduring  his  affliction. 
His  last  sermon  was  preached  at  a  camp- 
meeting  on  Pleasant  Run,  four  miles  cast  of 
Lancaster,  0,  One  who  heard  him  on  that 
oceasion,  aays: — '-When  he  ascended  the  pul- 
pit, raised  \m  withered  hands  in  praj'er,  and. 
tunietl  hU  pale  face  toward  the  Majesty  on 
high,  it  secmetl  a.-?  though  !iis  sainted  spirit 
was  stealing  away  from  liis  bosom,  and  as- 
cending with'  his  trembling  breath,  to  the 
mansions  above!" 

He  arose  before  the  nssembletl  thousands, 
and  nnnounccil  his  text, —  "If  onr  Go«]>eI  be 
hid  it  ia  hid  to  them  that  are  lost,*' — witJi 
the  presentiment  that  he  was  preaching  his 
last  sermon,  and  he  seemed  to  be  especially 
strengthened    for   the   occasion.      His    clear 
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voice  (>enelratcd  every  car,  aud  ita  melting 
tt>D06  brought  tears  froui  cvei'y  eye.  Ono 
who  heard  liim  on  thni  occasion,  nflcr  nearly 
Uiirty  yenrft  had  passed,  reiunrked  to  the 
writer  that  the  tonea  of  his  voice,  as  he 
quoted  tlils  acriptuce,  "Oh  thai  they  were 
wise,"  etc.,  seemed  fresh  in  hia  memory  as 
if  he  had  heard  them  but  yesterday.  He 
jKisaessod  nmch  of  Mr.  Whitfield's  power  of 
euiphastb,  After  concluding  his  sornion,  which 
re^ulteil  in  many  conversions,  he  remarked, 
"My  earthly  labors  are  done.''  He  was  taken 
to  the  hospitable  residence  of  D.  Mechlin, 
near  the  camp-ground,  where  he  lingered 
until  the  15th  of  Febninrv,  18J2,  when  ho 
died  ill  great  peace,  in  the  32nd  year  of  his 
age.  It  need  scarcely  be  added  that  his  vio 
tory  in  death  was  complete. 

With  the  subdue<l  ghidne»a  of  a  weary 
traveler  who  is  preparing  to  »et  sail  in  a 
vessel  homeward  bound,  one  week  before  his 
death  he  made  preparations  for  his  funeral, 
seleutwl  a  bi-othcr*  to  preach  it,  the  text  he 
ehould  use,  and  then  designated  tho  hour 
when  his  friends  should  call  to  witness  his 
^epartui'o;  and,  at  the  appointed   hour,   tri- 
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amphinc:  in  n-dwining  grace,  he  mi  sail  for 
tlie  lieavpniy  \>nn. 

In  hight,  Mr.  Kinney  was  six  fut-t;  frame 
spare,  eves  deep  lilue  and  penetrating;  eom- 
plexion  light.  In  conversation  ho  was  lively, 
and  yet  no  one  eould  l)e  in  his  compnny  long 
without  feeling  the  influence  of  the  doeptonvd 
piety  which  he  undoubtedly  possessed.  His 
memory  was  very  retentive,  and  this  enabled 
>him,  with  all  his  disadvantages,  to  acquire  a 
hirgo  fund  of  knowledge,  in  a  fbw  years.  An 
n  preJichcr  he  was  systematic,  strictly  so ;  and 
he  hnd  the  rare  faculty  of  following  np  an 
argument,  which  convinced  the,  judgment, 
with  an  app«-'al  which  seldom  failed  to  melt 
the  heart.  His  manner  was  nitld  and  per- 
suasive; yet  tione  were  more  faithful  in  ex- 
posing sill.  Uc  never  daubed  with  "untem- 
pered  mortar." 

He  was  remarkably  punctual  in  fulfilling 
his  apjK)intments,  One  anei^lote,  illustrative 
of  this  trait  in  his  character,  is  related  of  him.' 
He  had  agreed  to  preach  at  the  infirmary  in 
Fairfield  Co.  When  the  day  arrived,  he  was 
some  ten  miles  distant.,  and  the  clouds  were 
pouring  down  rain.  He  waa  entreated  not  to 
go;  and  when  the  argument  that  G<xl  did  not 
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require  nleh  sapfifiiws  war  pr)?itR(Hl.  lie  only 
replipd, — "God  Ims  called  me  U*  preafh  the 
<?oepeI  to  the  poor,  and  1  must  go." 

He  dearly  lorod  the  tnith.  and  was  a 
staunch  defendor  of  those  pcrnlmr  priiipiples 
which  have  subjected  our  chundi  tn  the 
frowns  of  the  world,  and  the  oppoRttum  of 
conapromising  churches. 

in  1833  WiLUAM  Hanby  was  admitted 
into  the  Scioto  conference.  The  prominent 
part  which  he  haa  acted  in  the  history  of  the 
church  will  make  a  sketch  of  his  life  inter- 
esting. Mr.  llanby  was  burn  in  Washington 
Co.,  Pa.,  April  8th,  1808.  Beinj,'  an  orjihan, 
he  felt,  in  early  childhood,  the  flinching  hand 
of  want;  when  but  a  small  boy  ho  was  )>ound 
out  to  a  Quaker,  where  he  receive*!  excellent 
moral  and  religious  instruction.  .At  sixteen 
he  was  apprenticed  to  a  saddler.  In  1828u 
without  money,  and  alone,  he  left  Pennsyl. 
vania,  to  seek  his  fortune  in  Ohio.  Ft  jjleased 
God  to  lofld  hln\  into  a  pious  United  ih*ethren 
femily,  at  Rushville,  0.;  and  It  was  not  long 
lintil  he  .nought  and  found  the  Lord.  At  a 
[flchooUiouso  in  Perry  Co.,  in  1830,  invited  by 
N.  Havens,  he  went  to  the  mourner's  bench, 
iinder   an    overwhelming   sense    of   bis   lost 
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estalo,  und  before  he  left  it,  fuuud  i>eacc  Is 
believing. 

Soou  after  bia  conversion,  and  uneijKJctcdljr 
to  Itim,  a  license  to  eJtliort  was  handed 
liim  by  John  Russel,  then  presiding  elder  in 
Scioto  conference.  In  1832  he  was  liceosetl 
to  preach,  and  in  1833  was  received,  as  al- 
ready stated,  into  tlur  Sicioto  conference.  He 
wafi  placed  uii  Wolf  creek  circuit,  then  two 
hundred  and  seventy  miles  uruund,  including 
twenty-eight  iippoinlmt-nts.  Tliu  nut  increaw' 
of  numbers  on  the  cii'cuit  was  unc  huiidre<l. 
In  1834  hu  was  elected  presiding  cider,  hi-* 
district  embracing  the  whole  conference  com- 
posed of  ten  ^'ireuits.  In  the  service  of  this 
district  during  this  ye«r,  he  traveled  on 
horseback  four  thousand  roiics.  He  continued 
to  servo  the  conference  as  presiding  elder 
until  1837,  when  he  was  appointed  by  the 
general  conference,  of  which  he  was  a  mem* 
ber,  General  Book  Agent  and  Treasurer  of 
the  church's  printing  establishment  at  Circle- 
villt.  In  1839  he  was  appointed  editor,  in 
place  of  W.  R.  Rhinchart^  resigned.  The 
general  conference  of  IWl  continueil  hini  in 
the  editorial  chair. 

In  IS-Ki  he  uaa  elected  bishop-     In  1849  he 
was  again  elected  ctlitur  of  the  Telescope.    la 
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March  1853,  in  order  that  he  might  devote  him- 
self wholly  to  the  ihmncial  ioterests  vi  the 
rstabliskmcDtihc  resigned.  Since  1&53  he  has 
sostaincd  a  somewhat  retired  relation  to  the 
cause,  owing  to  the  partinl  failure  of  his 
health,  from  1834  to  1853,  a  iwriod  of 
twenty  years,  his  influence  in  the  church  was 
decided  and  salutary.  In  the  days  of  hi? 
health  and  vigor,  he  was  a  stirring  and  ver>' 
effective  preacher.  As  a  financier,  he  pnil?- 
ably  sjived  the  Telcscojx*  office  from  a  dis- 
graceful UTcck;  and  as  a  bishop  he  did  much 
to  estahlish  order,  especially  in  the  business 
affairs  of  the  ronferencefl. 

He  contributed  ver>'  materially  to  the  prog- 
ress i  Scioto  conference,  especially  from  1834 
to  184f>. 

David  Edwards  was  bom  five  miles  frura 
Llanvullin,  North  Vi^ales,  May  5th,  1816. 
His  parents  cmigratc<l  to  this  country  in 
1821,  and  after  a  residence  of  two  yeai-s  near 
Baltimore,  Md.,  settled  in  Delaware  Co.,  O., 
where,  in  1825,  Iii.s  father  died.  Soon  after 
the  decease  of  his  father,  David  wns  placed 
in  a  woolen.factory,  to  learn  the  tnule  of  card* 
ing  and  cloth-dressing.  At  seventeen  he  com- 
menced tramping  as  a  juumeyman,  and  at 
eighteen  was  convcrtcil,  near  I^ancaster,  Fair- 
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fiold  Co.,  0.    J.ess  than  a  year  after  his  coft- 
veraion  he  was  licensed  to  preach.    His  flist 
license  is  dated  May  23rd,  1835.    In  Novem- 
ber of  the  same  year  ho  commenced  to  fiU 
vacancieg   on    Pickaway   circuit,    and   in  the 
spring  of  1830,  as  already  stated,  be  was  re- 
ceived  into  the  Scioto  conference.     He  w»s 
received   into   the   trax'eling  connection,    and 
with  John  Gckert*  for  a  colleague,  was  placed 
on  Brush  creek  circuit, — a  circuit  which  em- 
braced a  large  part  of  the  counties  of  Ross, 
Pike.    Adams,    Brown,  and    Highland,     and 
was   three  hundre*!  and  sixty  nailes  around. 
Twenty-eight  n-^rular  appointments  were  filled 
on  each  round.     During  the  third  and  fourth 
years  of  his  itinerant  labors,  his  work  lay  iu 
the  hilly  i-egions  of  south-eastern  Ohio,  where 
he  was  not   unfrequently  in  danger  of  being 
mobbed  for  bis  bold  utterance  of  the  truth. 

About  the  time  Mr.  Edwards  entered  the 
ministry,  Uie  lieligious  Telescope  was  started 
at  Circlevillc,  to  which  ho  became  an  occa- 
sional contributor.  His  contributions  were 
always  in  good  taste,  and  evinced  a  well-in- 
formed and  discriminating  mind.     In  1&15  he 
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WM  elected  editor  of  the  Telescope.  Though 
not  fond  of  writing,  and  greatly  prefemog 
the  pulpit  to  the  [>en,  he  gave  to  the  paper  a 
character  whieh  it  ha<l  ne^'er  before  attained. 
Hi»  editorials  wore  carefully  prepared,  ])ointe(l 
and  inatructivc.  In  1849  he  was  elected 
bishop,  and  at  each  succeeding  general  confer- 
ence since,  has  been  re-elected.  Although  he 
has  suffered  much  from  bodily  pain,  the  marks 
of  which  are  expressed  upon  his  countenance, 
yet  as  a  bishop  he  appears  to  act  upon  the 
motto,  *' whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do, 
do  it  with  thy  might."  Uls  influence  as 
a  circuit  preacher,  presiding  elder,  editor,  and 
especially  as  bishop,  has  been  good,  always 
good.  A  rigid  disciplinarian,  a  thorough  and 
systematic  preacher,  an  untiring  laborer,  and 
a  close  student,  his  influence  upon  the  church 
iu  the  west  has  been  almost  incalculable. 
Bishop  Edwards  U  about  five  feet  ten,  is  a 
little  awkwardly  built,  has  a  remurkably 
penetrating  eye,  deeply  set  underneath  a  high 
overarching  forehead.  His  mouth,  and,  cspc- 
jcially  the  set  of  his  teeth,  seem  to  say,  "You 
cau  neither  coax  nor  drive  mo  from  what  I 
believe  to  be  right."  Although  he  ]>i>»sc&3e!i 
a  kind  nature,  yet  hia  atcrn  adherence  to 
his  convictions  makes  bim  sometimes  appear 
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to  bo  unneccssarili.'  rigid.  The  men  on  wbonij 
(3od  places  the  great  responsibility  of  gui 
ing  the  outposta  of  the  church,  will  always 
appear  to  th^  enemies  of  the  truth  to  be 
altogether  too  tonacious.  They  would  greatly 
prefer  to  sec  those  posts  manned  by  less 
conscientious  and  more  yielding  natures. 

The  accession  of  Mr.  Kdwardg  to  the  itin- 
eracy  of  the  Scioto  conference,  contributed  no 
little  to  its  prasperity. 

L.  Davis  was  received  in  1839.  He  was 
born  in  Botetourt  Co.,  Va.,  in  1814,  and  in 
the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age  was  converted. 
For  some  time  after  his  conversion  he  united 
with  no  church ;  but^  at  length,  forming  an 
acquaintance  with  the  United  Brethren  in 
Christ,  he  ca^t  in  his  lot  with  them,  was 
recommended  to  the  Scioto  conference,  and 
licensed  to  preach.  Being  a  man  of  studious 
hahits  and  of  superior  mind,  and  uniting 
great  firmness  with  sincere  piety,  he  soon 
began  to  wield  a  decided  influence  in  the 
conference  and  in  the  church.  He  was  one 
of  the  earliest,  as  lie  has  been  one  of  tlie 
most  persevering,  friends  of  colleges  under 
the  patronage  and  control  of  the  church;  and 
he  was  chosen  President  of  the  church's  first 
college.     In  1853,  quite  unexpectedly  to  him- 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

0UT0S0WTU8    OF    THE    MIAMI    CONPEBEKCB-^ 
IHDrAN'A,    WABASH,    ETC. — VHITCOM,     FABH- 
BR,     MAHAK — THE     WORK     IN     ILLINOIS — J. 
DAViS,    W.  DAVIS,    MORGAN,    ORIPFITH,    KBNO- 
YBR   AND   HOOBLKR. 

We  tiave  already  seen  that  in  1825  tlie 
old  Miami  conference  was  divided,  the  east 
part  taking  tUu  nam«  of  Scioto.  Four  years 
after,  in  1829,  another  conference  was  formed 
out  of  the  wosl  i.»art  of  the  territorj-  pf 
the  Miami,  and  called  Indiana  conference. 
And  it  may  be  well  enough  to  state  here, 
that  in  1853  another  flourishing  confcrcnM, 
tie  Auglaize,  was  set  off  from  the  Iforth 
part  of  the  vigorous  old  mother  coufcreuee 
of  the  West,  while,  at  the  same  time,  a 
Urge  contribution  of  ministers  and  mem- 
bers was  made  by  her  to  the  German  con- 
ference. 

In  May,  1829,  the  preachers  in  Indiana 
met  for  the  last  time  in  tJie  old  conference. 
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fWe  give  th.e    allotmrnts  of  Ial>or  for   tliat 

jplion  of  the  work  which    constituted    the 
ItBew  conference: 

White  Water:  John  McNiimar,  prcaiding 
elder.  D.  Bonebrako  and  N.  Rosts,  oiroait 
preachers. 

CharlesUmu:   Geo.  Brown,   presiding  elder. 
f£enjamiii  Abbott,  circuit  preacher. 

Orange:  Francis  Whitccim,  presiding  elder. 
A.   Farmer  and  A.  Stacy,  circuit  preachera. 

Flat  Sock:  John  Morgan,  presiding  elder. 
'B.  Thomas,  circuit  preacher. 

Tke  Wabask:  John    Denham. 

Thus  the  Indiana  conference,  at  its  organ- 
isation, had  five  circuits,  a  number  of  first- 
class  itinerant  preachers,  and  a  territory, 
of  large  extent,  rapidly  filling  up  by  emi- 
gration from  the  older  states. 

The  good  work,  between  1829  and  1833, 
extended  in  all  directions,  especial ty 
ird  the  northern  and  western  portions 
of  the  State.  The  missionaries  of  the  con- 
ference found  their  way,  during  those  years, 
into  the  St  Joseph  country,  in  the  north- 
west, and  across  the  Wabash  into  Illinois 
in  the  West;  where  they  formed  societies, 
out  of  which  have  since  grown  conference 
districts. 
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'Among  the  officiant  laboren  in  this  conf»- 
«ioe,  during  its  itifancy,  Francis  WhitcosC 
deserves  a.  prominent  place.  He  was  an 
able  preacher,  and  an  indefatigable  laborer. 
He  toiled  on  in  the  cause  he  lored  so  well 
until  1846,  when  he  left  his  field  of  labor 
for  the  sick-room,  where,  on  the  IGth  of 
"December,  he  died.  His  language  during 
his  illness,  and  at  the  hour  of  his  departure 
was,  "all  is  well."  His  body  sleeps  in  a 
quiet  rural  graveyard,  near  Elkhart,  Tnd. 
He  yet  speaks  through  many  who  were 
brought  to   Christ  through   his   labors. 

But  no  one  of  the  pioneers  in  Indiana, 
and  in  the  Indiana  conferences,  rendered 
more  distinguished  service  to  the  cause  of 
Christ,  between  1826  and  1839,  than  Aabon 

pARlCEIt. 

Born  among  the  poor,  and  in  a  new 
country,  his  early  advnntages  were  few. 
Soon  after  his  conversion,  with  quit«  a  lim- 
ited educntion,  he  entered  the  ministry,  and, 
as  early  as  18S4,  was  employed  as  an  Itin- 
ennt.  His  first  circuit,  Orange,  embraced 
portions  of  five  sparsely-set  tied  con  n  tie*. 
The  people  Uve<l  in  log  cabins;  and  dim 
paths,  across  unbridged  streams,  and  through 
deep  forests,  Ie<l    from    appointment   to  »p- 
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poiQimenl.  When  Mr.  Farmer  commcnocd 
hia  lalnini  on  Orango  circuit  he  was  alK>ul 
twenty-five  years   of    age. 

He  was  retained  on  that  circuit  three 
consecutive  years,  with  constantly-increasing 
(popularity  and  uscfulue^;  and,  by  the  time 
he  had  cloaed  hia  labors  there,  he  had 
obtained  »uch  dlstinrtion  as  a  preacher  that 
he  was  sought  for  beyond  tJie  limits  of  any 
circuit  or  mission  the  conference  might  a»- 
sign  him.  Having  the  heart  of  a  pioneer 
missionary,  hu  could  not  neglect  the  calls 
from  the  scattered  nheop,  although  the  labor 
which  an  aeecptance  of  those  calls  involved 
was  immense.  "  I  have  known  him,"  aay« 
an  intimate  friuud,*  "to  ride  forty  mites, 
and  preach  three  sermons  in  a  day;  and 
although  unbriJged  slreauia  of  high  water 
might  cross  his  path,  he  ncpor  hesitated  to 
awim  them,  no  uiatter  how  great  the  danger 
or   the  exfHtsurc  incurred." 

During  Uio  first  three  years  of  his  min- 
istry, among  the  young  men  awakened  and 
converted  through  his  instru mentality,  were 
a  number  who  have  since  become  eminently 
useful  preachers.  He  seldom  preached  to  a 
tearle«.s    congregation ;     and    few    men    have 
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Iwen'  more  auocessfiil  in  winning  souls.  Whci^ 
ever  he  went,  for  a  perioil  of  sixteen  years, 
the  jH-'ople  flockwi  in  crowds  to  hear  him; 
and  ho  faml  the  happinees  of  socing  added 
unto   the  church,    a)mo«t  dtuly,  such  aa   are 

SIlVOi.1. 

At  one  period  of  his  short  career  he  took 
n  long  preaching  tour,  during  which  ho  visited 
portions  tff  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  TenneeMd. 

The  support  which  he  received  was  ex- 
tremely meager,  yet  he  endured  hardness  as 
!i  gwjid  soldier.  A  few  days  before  his 
demise,  and  while  lying  upon  a  sick-bed. 
(■onvensing  with  a  brother*  about  the  hard- 
tibipij  to  uhii-h  the  pioneer  miuiHters  were 
necessarily  subjected,  he  said — "Although  I 
have  faced  the  fierce  wind»,  and  often  almost 
perished  with  cold;  and  although  1  have 
been  sent  many  miles  from  home,  and  have 
received  verj-  little  support,  yet,  should  I 
never  meet  my  brethren  in  conference  ^ain, 
they  will  bear  me  witness  that  1  never 
complained." 

It  has  already  been  remarked  thai  bi« 
early  advantages  were  poor,  and  that  he 
entered  the  ministry  with  a  very  limited 
store  of  knowledge.      This  is  true,  yet  km 
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men,  during  the  incessanl  toils  of  a  pioneer 
itiDcrant  life,  havu  cultivated  their  tutentii 
with  more  aMiduitv.  He  wu»  an  earnest 
student.  ile  iittired  his  mind  with  knowl- 
udge,  iind  hocanie  a.  workman  that  ncedeil 
not  to  1x3  itshHiiMxl  in  any  pulpit.  His  talents 
for  writing  were  cultivated,  and  in  1830, 
four  years  before  the  firai  copy  uf  tke 
Jtelighun  Telescope  wjia  itwuod,  ho  couimence<l 
the  publieatiim,  on  his  own  iKx-uniary  re- 
»|K>n»ibility,  of  a  monthly  periutiicAl,  called 
"Zion's  Advocate.'  This  paper,  issued  at 
Salem,  lad.,  wa«  not  well  sustained,  and,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  its  puhlicatiun  was  nec- 
essarily suif|)emle4l  after  a  fsir  tri:il  had 
been    made. 

When  Mr.  Fanner  died  he  vvaa  presiding 
elder  of  the  Indianapolis  district.  On  the 
29th  of  January,  1838,  he  wrote:— "For  the 
last  three  or  tour  months  there  has  been 
a  gradual  increase  of  the  spirit  of  hunger- 
ing and  thirsting  after  righteousness  tn  the 
church — a  deep  loathing  of  self  before  God, 
and  yet  longing  to  know  and  enjoy  all  the 
fullness  of  the  Gospel  dispensation.  Our 
prayer- meetings  are  better  attended,  and  a 
spirit  of  intercession  prevails  in  the  con- 
grc^ions  generally.     There  is  an  enlarged 
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8Ut«  of  mind.  Many  seem  pierced '  with 
conscious  guilt;  and  we  are  loukiog  to  tiie 
Great  Head  of  the  church  for  the  set  time 
to  favor  Zion." 

A  letter  written  about  six  montha  pre- 
vious to  hia  death  must  be  copied,  as  it 
gives  us  a  clear  insight  into  his  character 
and  labors,  and  contains  a  very  tender  allu- 
sion to  the  partner  of  his  toils. 

'■We  commenced  our  fourth  quarterly  meet- 
ing on  Indianapolis  circuit  the  last  Saturday 
in  July.  After  communion  on  Sabbath  even- 
ing, God  was  with  us  in  divine  power — 
saints  rejoiced  and  sinners  wept.  •  •  • 
At  a  two-day's  meeting  in  the  wilds  of 
Indiana,  on  Cicero  Creek,  near  the  Miami 
Indian  Reserve,  God  was  with  us  of  a  truth. 
At  the  close  there  were  but  few  who  did 
not  irome  forward  and  give  their  hands, 
desiring  to  be  prayed  for.  Wo  had  to 
leave  tho0i  in  deep  lameutation.  0  God, 
carrj'  on  thy  work  in  their  hearts!  On 
Tuesday,  in  company  with  ■  Bro.  Davis,  I 
preached  in  Andersontown,  Ind.,  to  a  large 
and  mixud  assembly— infidels,  of  ancient  and 
modern  ty}*,  and  some  true  believers  and 
friends  of  God  and  man.  On  Friday  our 
first  camp-meeting  commenced  near  Middle- 
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town,  Ind.  •  •  Every  serDion  and  prayer 
aeemed  seasoucd.  There  were  no  visible 
awakenings  until  the  afternoon  of  the  second 
day,  when  the  cries  of  sinners  were  heard. 
On  Monday  a  number  wore  converted.  Other 
appoiulmenta  couii>oUcd  mc  to  close  with 
great  reluctance,  leaving,  iwrhape,  fifty  trem- 
bling mourners.  1^  pursued  luy  way  to  the 
second  camp-meeting,  preaching  twice  a 
day.  Hcachcd  the  camp  ground,  near  Indian* 
spoils,  on  Friday,  10th.  I  delivered  two 
discourses  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  from 
Romans  12th.  The  milk-and-water  proibsaors 
began  to  be  provoked  to  good  works.  • 
The  meeting  gradually  grew  better.  *  *  I 
introduced  the  love-feast  before  sacrament 
Sunday  night  It  was  commenced  vrith  God 
in  our  midat.  There  appeared  to  be  a 
general  struggle  for  full  redemption  in  the 
blood  (»f  the  Lamb.  The  hrt-e-feast  con- 
tinued until  near  midnight.  Wo  met  on 
Monday  to  take  our  leave  of  each  other — 
a  time  not  aoon  forgotten.  After  a  fare- 
well serniifH  by  Bro.  Ball,  wc  met  at  the 
table  of  oui-  Father.  There  T  met  my  dear 
Gitty,  wht.t  liiid  rode  ibrty  railea  to  meet  me 
ftt  the  Lord's  table,  whore  He  was  manifeat 
unto  us    'in  the    breaking  of  bread.'     We 
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eould  say,  surely  God  is  hero  and  we  knuw 
it.  After  my  wife  Gitty  had  recovered  her 
strength  (for  she  had  lain  lielpless  under 
the  power  of  God  for  soiite  minutes),  we 
took  the  parting  hand,  in  aniiripation  of 
meeting  where  there  will  be  no  more  imrt- 
ing."  Thus,  near  the  grave,  toiled  this 
unwearied  itinerant. 

On  the  1st  day  of  Manh,  183^,  ho  died 
in  great  peace.  Just  before  he  Hietl,  while 
liis  neighlwrs  were  conversing  around  his 
.ImmU  he  aakwl  them  to  he  quiet.  "Gitty," 
HJiid  ho,  for  this  was  the  familiar  name  by 
which  he  calletl  his  dear  wife,  "'GiUy,  come 
here,  and  listen."  "To  what  sliall  I  listen," 
she  replied.  "Why,"  saiii  ho,  in  surprise, 
^"don't  you  hear  that  singing?"  "No,'*  said 
^he,.:"!  do  not"  "0,"  he  continued,  listen- 
ing again,  "it  is  the  sweetest  music  I  have 
ever  heard  in  my  life.  The  heavenly  mes- 
sengers are  come  for  me,  and  T  must  go.'* 
With  this  he  asked  them  to  raise  him  up 
and  give  him  some  water,  lie  took  the 
cup,  drank,  and  then,  with  a  smile,  closed 
his  eyes  in  death.  He  dieil  when  ahout  forty 
years  of  age. 

In  person  Mr.   Farmer  wo*  ijuite  prepos- 
sessing.     HIght  five    feet   ten,  firmly   builty 
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fooo  round  and  full,  forehead  broad  and  high, 
chest  full.  His  {Mirsona]  piety  wag  de«p. 
No  ooe  CTcr  qucstu^nod  Lhat.  Ho  had  & 
passion  for  souls  which  no  labors,  sorrown, 
or  hardships  i^ould  abate.  He  went  forth 
weeing,  and  in  the  harreat  few  men  will 
have  more  sheaves. 

Tn  1828  Jacob  Maran  was  sent  out  as  a 
missionar}-  into  the  Wabash  country,  by  the 
Miami  conference.  Some  United  Brethren 
had  moved  into  that  country  ftvm  Ohio, 
and  from  Corvdon,  Tnd.;  and  a  missionar}' 
being  desired,  Mr.  Mahan,  although  eonsid- 
orably  advanooil  in  years,  volunteered  to  go. 
His  labors  wore  greatly  blessed;  but  in  the 
fall  of  the  year  he  was  taken  ill,  and  died — 
died  as  the  faitltful  missionary  dies.  Mr. 
Mahan  entered  the  itinerant  ranks  as  early 
as  1824,  nnd  wn»  a  man  of  excellent  preach- 
ing abilities,  and  of  pure  life. 

John  Morgan  says  of  him:  "He  came 
to  us  a  minister  from  the  Regular  Baptist 
church,  when  omsiderably  advanced  in  years. 
He  was  B  largo  mnn  and  quite  eorpulent. 
His  muuiior-8  were  gentlemanly,  and  he  was 
grave  in  his  deportment.  He  possessed 
excellent  eonversationat  powers,  and  his  ser- 
mons were  clear,  forcible,  and  strong.      He 
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labored  on  our  circuit  about  two  year»,  and 
was  then  soul  to  the  "Wabash.  When  on 
his  viny  ho  atoppcd  at  mj  house,  and,  dur- 
iog  the  cuuveraatjon,  remarked  thai  he  never 
eipected  to  return.  But  nothing  daunted, 
he  went  on.  I  have  learnwl  that  his  labor* 
wCTe  muoh  hleased." 

The  following  year  the  Miami  conference, 
as  we  have  i»xn  from  the  minutes,  .sont  out 
John  Dkmiam  to  fill  the  place  vacatwl  by 
the  early  death  of  Mr.  Mahan.  Under  the 
lalwrs  of  Mr.  Denham  many  societies  werr 
formed;  and  the  way  was  opened  fl>r  other 
laborers,  while  Mr  D.  pushed  on  still  farther 
wcatward. 

A  few  families  o£  United  Brethren  having 
moved  from  the  Scioto  conference  and  settled  • 
on  the  Little  Mackinaw  river,  McXjean  county, 
ininoii!.  Mr,  J.  Denham,  in  some  irregular 
missionary  excursions  in  1831,  visited,  ami 
preached  for  them.  Under  those  labors  a 
few  societies  were  organized.  In  the  fall  of 
1832  the  Indiana  conference  recognized  the 
work  under  the  name  of  the  Mackwan- 
mwsion,  and  supplied  it  with  J.  P.  Eckels. 
a  young  man  who  had  just  entered  the 
ministry.  Under  the  labors  of  this  young 
man.  previous  seasons  of  p-ace  were  enjoyed, 
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and  many  souls  were  awakened,  converted, 
and  added  to  the  church.  He  was  succeeded 
by  J.  Spkadlby,  through  whoso  instrument- 
ality the  gooil  work  continued  to  prosper. 
About  this  time  Mr.  Dcnhsm  removed  from 
JIVarren  Co.,  Ind.,  to  McLcHn  Co.,  III.;  and 
ftveral  other  ministers  from  the  Wabaah  vi»- 
ited  him,  and   assisted  in  holding  meetings. 

So  rapidly  did  the  work  expund  that  in 
1833  a  now  conference  was  act  off  from  the 
Indiana,  and  called  the  Wabash  converence. 
The  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Wabash  con- 
ference was  held  in  Park  county,  Ind.,  in 
Septemlier,  1835.  The  new  conftrence  was 
compared  of  Uiirtocn  preachers.  The  fields 
of  labor  were  named  and  supplied  as  follows: 

W^ABASH  District — William  Davis,  P.  E. 

St.  Joseph  circuit,  James  Griffith. 

PjM  «       William  Da\is. 

Wm  '*       E.  T.  Cook. 

Cola  Cretk      **       James  Davis. 

Vermilion       "       Joei&h  Davis. 

Illinois  District — John  Denham,  P.  E. 

Hnckinate  circuity  J.  T.  Timmons. 

Here  are  eight  fields  of  labor  and  eight 
tUaerant  preachers  in  the  Wabash  confer- 
ence in  1835,  twenty-six  years  ago.  In 
another  chapter  we  give  a  somewhat  detailed 
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aeoouiii  of  the  expansion  of  the  work  north- 
war<l,  nnd  of  tho  formation  of  the  St.  Joseph 
conference  as  &n  outgrowth  from  the  Wa- 
bash; and  from  the  chapter  on  the  Iowa 
conference,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  work  in  that 
confereiK*  was  eommencofl  by  the  Wabash 
mifwionfiries. 

In  1A.3<>  hut  one  circuit  wa«  recognixed  in 
filinota:  but  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Dcnham 
aa  presiding  older  of  a  district,  with  a  single 
circuit  or  rather  mission,  as  a  basis,  implied 
that  tliere  was  a  laT^e  territory  and  a  prob- 
ability of  grownh.  Soon  after,  the  labors  of 
John  Hoobler  an<l  Josiah  Daris  were  directed 
to  niinois;  and  in  184r>  (lie  Illinois  confi?r- 
ence  was  w^l  ofT  from  the  Waljash,  The  same 
year  the  '\^'liite  River  was  set  off  from  the 
Indiana.  Let  ua  rocapitulate.  In  1829  the 
Miami  ronfcronee  cmbmccd  the  whole  work 
wo.=it  of  the  Strioto  confercni^*  In  lS3f>  the 
Indiana  was  formed;  in  1835  the  Wabash;  and 
in  1845,  after  ten  ycArs  of  remarkable  mission* 
nry  activity,  the  St.  Joseph,  Tllinois,  White 
Uiver,  and  Iowa,  were  added  to  the  list  Thus 
the  old  Miami,  in  1845,  was  able  to  look  upon 
a  femily  of  six  as  flourishing  daughters  as 
ever  received  a  mother's  blessing. 

Of  a  few  of  the  ministers  in  the  Wabash 
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who  were  inoet  actively  engaged  in  this  groni 
morenicnl,  notic-e  may  be  taken.  No  namo 
lias  a  sweeter  odor  wnong  the  brethren  of 
the  north-west,  tb«n  that  of  James  Davis,  a 
mea^^r  sketch  only  of  whose  lUb  and  laboni 
has  been  preserved. 

Mr.  Davis  was  converted  about  the  year 
1830,  and  ]>eeame  m  member  of  the  first 
Unite<l  Hrethren  (tociety  organized  weal  of 
Wabash  river,  at  the  house  of  his  father,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Milford,  Warren  Co.,  Ind. 
After  his  conversion  he  was  distinguished 
fbr  more  than  ordinary  zeal  and  talent;  and 
for  the  great  pnwer  which  attended  his  exhor- 
tations, all  of  which  were  commcndod  to  the 
jicople  by  the  humility,  sobriety,  and  deejj- 
toned  pioty  which  graced  his  conversation 
and  deportment.  He  was  received  into  the 
Indiana  ronference  at  the  Haw  Patch,  in  Bar- 
tholomew Co.,  Indiana,  in  September  1833. 
The  four  subsequent  years  be  traveled  cir- 
cuits in  the  Wabash  valley,  between  Terre 
Haute  and  Logansport,  where  his  labors  were 
attended  with  great  nuljwurings  of  th©  Spirit 
of  grace  and  the  jwwer  of  salvation,  as  wit- 
nesses of  which  many  preeious  souls  now 
live  both  in  heaven  and  on  earth.  In  1837 
bo  moved  to  St-  Joseph  Ca.,  Ind.,  and  labopod 
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as  presiiding  elder  for  one  year,  with  great 
profits  In  1838,  lie  returned  to  the  Wabaab, 
soon  after  winch  he  removed  to  Wisconsin, 
and  extended  his  lubors  over  the  Rock  River 
country,  and  did  much  of  the  work  ffom 
which  the  Rock  River  conference  was  formed. 

Mr.  Davis  was  a  mcdium-siited  man,  with 
dark  hair,  lieavy  eyebrows,  ant!  a  large,  keen, 
haxel-colorcd  eye.  His  literary  attainments 
were  limited,  but  his  habits  were  studious. 
He  was  a  ck»e  and  correct  observer  of  men 
and  things;  but  it  was  the  power  of  graee 
more  than  all  eUe,  which  gave  his  ministry 
its  distinguished  momentum. 

Worn  out  and  brokoa  in  health,  he  went 
over  the  river  to  the  better  land  a  tew  years 
since.  In  the  great  harvest  he  "shall  doubt- 
less come  again  with  rejoicing,  bringing  his 
sheaves  with  him." 

At  the  £rst  session  of  the  Indiana  confer- 
ence, whieh  met  in  Harrison  Co.,  Indiana, 
thirty-one  years  ago,  William  Davis  was 
received.  He  was  born  in  Ontario  Co.,  N.  Y. 
January  3rd,  1812.  His  parents,  who  were 
members  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  church, 
settled  in  Washington  Co.,  Indiana,  in  1818 
In  their  new  western  home  they  maintained 
a  deep  religious  interest  in  the  family;  and 
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"often  at  family  worship,"  writes  Mr.  Davia, 
*'I  promised  God  that  I  would  serre  him. 
In  August,  1828,  my  oonoern  for  salration 
became  decjicr  than  over  before;  and  on  the 
26th  of  September,  at  a  prayer-meeting  where 
opportunity  %vas  giveu  for  persons  to  speak,  I 
arose  and  told  the  people  that  I  wanted  re- 
ligion. Throe  days  afterwanl,  when  it  seemed 
that  despair,  with  all  its  horrors,  wa«  gath- 
ering around  me,  I  resolved  that  if  I  perished 
I  would  perish  praying.  With  this  cleterm- 
ination  I  retired  to  the  woods  to  pray;  and  as 
J  prayed,  my  darkness  was  tumed  to  light, 
and  my  sorrow  to  joy. 

'  Tbc  Spirit  amvared  U  tkt  blo«t, 
And  idd  ntf  I  WM  born  of  (M.'  " 

Immediately  itftcr  his  conversion  he  b^;ftn 
to  exhort;  and  one  week  after  ho  Imd  passed 
his  scventeonlh  year,  at  the  residence  of  James 
Griffith,  in  Washington  Co.,  Ind.,  he  preached 
his  first  sermon.  He  was  placed  on  a  cir* 
cuit,  which  he  traveled  afoot,  not  having 
nioana  to  purchase  a  horse.  Unable  to  en- 
dure the  hard  travel,  he  hired  out  at  $8  per 
month,  until,  with  his  earnings,  he  was  able 
to  purchase  a  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle.  On 
the  26th  of  Maj',  1830,  thus  equipped,  he 
went  to  the  Indiana  annual  conference,  was 
VoT„  [|.— 18. 
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reeeiveii  unil  placed  on  Tanner's  «r«ok  rif^ 
cuit.  He  now  gave  himself  wholly  to  the 
ministry  of  (he  word.  The  defects  of  hw 
early  education  wero  repaired  by  diligent 
»tudy  on  horseback  and  beside  the  cabin  fires 
of  the  new  settlers. 

If  we  wero  an  artist  wo  would  pause  hero  to 
give  the  reader  a  picture  of  a  pioneer  preach- 
er's studio.  We  would  show  to  him  the  inte- 
rior of  a  log  cabin,  in  one  end  of  which  we 
would  place  the  bods;  in  a  corner,  near  the  fir**, 
the  rude  cupboard  and  tahle,  the  latter  made 
of  a  broad  puncheon,  clean  and  white;  around 
the  great  log  fire,  wc  would  introduce  to  him 
six  or  seven  children,  (he  youngest  in  the  lap 
of  ite  mother.  In  the  midst  of  this  intorcst* 
ing  group  wc  wuuld  place  the  young  preacher. 
The  har<t  travel  of  the  day  is  jMist.  His 
horse  haa  been  placed  under  a  shed;  his  over* 
coat  and  leggins  are  drying  before  the  Are; 
the  wind  howls  around  the  cabin;  and  the 
snow  beats  against  the  window-panes,  whilr 
he  is  sitting.  Bible  in  hand,  prejMiring  a 
sermon.  In  aiich  a  studio,  sermons  have  been 
prepared  which  would  not  discredit  our  beet 
city  pulpits. 

When  the  Wabash  conferpncc  was  organ- 
ised, Mr.  Davis  was  elected  its  first  presiding 
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■  «tder.  Thib  iiut>ortant  charge  was  placed 
I  upon  him  when  he  was  but  twenty-two  years 
'     old.     But  he  had  the  prudence,  the  foresight, 

I  and  6rmiie3s  of  age. 
Id  the  spring  of  1846,  in  a  letter  to  a 
Mend,  Mr.  Davia  wrote:  Dear  Bro.: — "A 
few  evenings  ago,  while  sitting  by  my  fire- 
side, looking  forward  to  the  labor  and  expos- 
ure, and  privation  which  I  must  endure  dur- 
ing the  conference  year  which  has  just  com- 
B  mencodf  my  niind  wa9  carried  back  to  the 
past;  whereupon  I  hunted  up  my  old  diarj', 
by  the  aid  of  which  I  rcaehc<J  the  following 
facta  and  conclusions;  That  I  have  been  an 
itinerant  minister  in  the  church  of  the  United 
Brethren  in  Christ  sixteen  years;  that  I  have 
traveled  for  ministerial  purposes  6fly-four 
thousand  tM-o  hundi-od  miles;  that  I  have 
preached  (or  trie<l  t*j  preach)  five  thousand 
one  hundred  and  ten  sermons;  that  I  have 
received  as  an  earthly  remuneration  $662  00; 
lid  the  Lord  has  hitherto  htiped  mt;  and  thai 
it  tDouid  bt  ivicteduess  to  dhtruH  so  good  a 
friend  in  time  to  come. 

"My  time  has  been  spent  chiefly  on  the 
frontiers,  among  poor  people;  and,  could  I 
lead  some  of  my  rich  brethren  along  the  In- 
dian  trails,   or   more   dimly-beaten   paths,   to 
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the  cabins  in  the  woods,  and  introduce  them 
to  meanly-clad  parents,  surrounded  by  almost 
naked  children,  and  let  them  worship  and 
mingle  their  prayers,  songs,  and  tears  around 
the  same  altar,  they  too  would  love  those 
poor  brethren,  excuse  their  scanty  contribu- 
tions, and  of  their  abundance  give  something 
for  the  support  of  the  rnissionarj',  who,  per- 
haps, with  ragged  clothes  and  naked  kneefl 
(for  I  have  preached  with  naketl  knees)  is 
preaching  on  the  frontiers.  I  do  love  the 
poor  pioneer  brethren  in  their  cabins,  and 
sympathize  with  the  missionary  who  breaks 
to  them,  at  great  personal  sacrifices,  the  bread 
of  life;  and  if  after  death  my  spirit  shotihl 
be  permitted  to  visit  my  brethren  on  earth, 
I  would  fly  on  speedy  wing  to  the  sufTering 
missionary,  and  whisper  consolation  in  hU 
ear." 

In  person  Mr.  D.  is  aliout  five  feet  ten.  His 
eyes,  nose  and  mouth  are  large,  nnd  ho  has  a 
broad,  high  forehead.  No  one,  perhaps,  has 
ever  heard  a  liastv  or  ill-advised  remark  from 
his  lips.  He  speaks  slowly  and  distinctly, 
and  often  eloquently. 

John  Mohoan,  who  has  been  identified 
with  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  church  in 
Indiana,  was   k)rn  in  Yates  Co.,  Xew  York, 
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I  April  aHth,  1801.  In  lfil7  he  emigratwl 
I  with  his  pareiili*  to  Dearborn  Co.,  Indiana. 
In  1821  he  united  with  the  United  Brethren 
<-huroh  a»  a  seeker  of  religion,  soon  after 
which  he  obtained  jieace  in  bclioving.  In 
1822  he  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Miami 
conference.  His  early  advantages  were  exceed- 
ingly poor,  yet  by  application  to  study  he 
l>ecanie  an  excellent  preacher  and  a  wise 
counsellor.  He  .served  a  number  of  veare  as  a 
presiding  elder,  and  is  highly  esteemed  as  one 
of  the  father.'*  of  the  United  Brethren  minis, 
trj'  in  Indiana. 

But  no  one,  perhaps,  has  contributes!  more 
to  the  growth  of  the  church  in  Indiana,  and 
especially  in  the  Wabash  conferences,  than 
James  Grifkith.  Prior  to  his  conversion  he 
was  a  proud  skeptic.  More  than  thirty  years 
since  ho  was  convertcfl;  and  soon  after  his 
oonveraion  he  began  to  preach  the  religion 
he  had  labored  to  destroy.  He  entered  the 
itinerant  rankii  when  the  United  Brethren 
church  in  Indiana  was  a  mere  handful:  and, 
with  unswerving  fidelity  and  devotion,  ho  hft« 
given  to  the  cause  hia  youth,  and  his  Wgor- 
ous  manhood;  and,  us  the  shadows  of  even- 
ing hegin  to  lengthen,  his  zeal  wanes  not. 
Mr.  Griffith  was  a  memher  of  the  Wabash 
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conference  at  its  organization.     He  has  served^ 
many  years  as   a   |>ro«icling   elder,   and    been 
a  member  of  the  general  conferences  of  1833, 
1849, 1853,  and  1857.     Aa  an  early  and  con-j 
aistent   advocate  of  the  inalienable  righte  ofj 
man,    without  resi>cct    to   clime  or   color,  lie 
suffered,  especially  during  the  earlier   years 
of  his  ministry,  no  small  share  of  obloquy  andj 
persecution  I  but  he  has  lived  to  see  a  vei 
ODCouraging  improvement  in  the  tone  of  put 
lie  sentiment  on  that  subject,  not  only  in  bis] 
own  state,  but  in  more  than  half  of  the  state^J 
of  the  Union. 

In  roannern  Mr.   Griffith   is    retiring   and 
diffident;    but  he  has  a  sound  judgment  andj 
an  unconquerable  will. 

FnEPEHicK  Kksoyer  and  John  Hoobler  i 
were  both  pioneer  evangelists  in  Indiana,  and  | 
Illinois,  and  deserve  mention  in  connection 
with  GrifiStb,  James  and  M^illiam  Davis,  and 
others  that  we  can  not  name,  Both  these 
ministers  have  givei»  to  the  church  upwards 
of  thirty  years  of  earnest  work;  and  their 
names  should  bo  cherished  by  those  who  have  M 


entered  into  their  labors. 
the  evening  time 
ently  say  to  each 


They  are  now  in 
and  God  will  pres- 


i:  N 1 1 E II 

'  Snvaut  uf  God,  well  dona. 

Rent  fnn  tky  kriti  «aiptaf  : 
Tlic  bkiUe*  fooi^t.  the  victory'*  wm. 

Sola  Ikj  Kw*BT^  jof." 

But  we  can  not  pursue  these  |>ci-sonaI 
sketches  further,  however  pleasiag  the  task 
might  be,  imd  huwevfr  worthy  of  notice  many 
others  are  who  have  not  been  so  much  as 
named  in  these  pagua. 
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CHAPTER   XV. 

1833— THE     POB. 


OP 


The  sixth  genoral  conference  convened  al 
Dreeback's  churcli,  PickawHy  county,  Oliio, 
May  14th,  1833.  Iii>*hop  Kumler  presided, 
his  venerable  collfngtip,  Xewcomer,  having 
gone  to  his  reward  three  years  previously. 
There  were  present  thirty-throe  delegates, 
representing  cix  wnferenee  districta,  six  of 
whom  M'cre  from  Pennsylvania,  six  from 
Indiana,  one  from  Virginia,  and  twenty  from 
Ohio.      Their  names  follow: 

Penna^haHui  conference:  Ezekial  Boring, 
Jacob  Erb,  JupoIi  Snyder,  William  Brown, 
James  Xeiman,  and    Frederick   Gilbert. 

MusMiignm  conftreM-e:  Henrj-  G,  Spayth, 
Ajdam  Hetzler,  Sewol  C.  Briggs,  John  Eck 
hart,  and   Christian    Kenagi. 

Virginia  conference:    Wm.  Hhinehart. 

Scioto  conference:  John  Russel,  Jacob  Bau- 
lua,  George  Benediim,  Daniel  Davis,  William 
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Hastings,  James  Ross,  Samuel  Hiestand,  aad 
John   Coons. 

Indiana  confereitcf:  John  DcnhHiii,  Jamois 
Griffith,  Aaron  Farmer,  Josiah  Davis,  John 
McNfimar,  ami   Francis  Whitcom. 

Miami  conferenct:  Henry  Kumler,  jr.,  J. 
Fetherhuff,  Samuel  Hoffman,  J.  Swearingen, 
Abraham  S.  Decker,  David  Kciscr,  and  Geo. 
Bonebrako. 

We  will  notice,  in  their  order,  such  of  the 
proceedings  of  tins  conference  as  are  of 
pennanent  interest. 

1.  Thfiniiion  of  the  potvers  of  the  general 
conference.  The  question  was  raised,  "Does 
the  general  conference  possess  any  power 
which  an  annual  conference  does  not?"  To 
thia  the  following  answer  was  given:  "Yes: 
it  is  alone  in  the  power  of  the  general 
conference  to  elect,  from  among  the  elders, 
one  or  more  binhops;  and  to  make  such 
provisions  as  may  be  conducive  to  the  good 
of  the  whole  church :  Pro\*ided,  however, 
that  none  of  her  acts  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  alter  the  confession  of  faith,  or  in 
any  manner  change  the  meaning,  spirit,  rules, 
and  regul  Ations  uf  our  discipl  i  ne  as  they 
now  stand." 

2.  Him  the  genera}  confermee  shmdd  be  com- 
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jtf/med.  It  was  decided  that  the  general  con- 
ference should  be  composed  of  two  elders 
from  ciich  annual  conference  district,  who 
were  to  bu  electiid  au  follows:  Each  unnual 
conference  was  required  to  nominate  four 
plders  m  candidates;  and  the  two  who  should 
receive  the  highest  ntimbor  of  votes  from 
all  the  members  of  the  church  at  u  popular 
election,  were  to  be  declared  delegates.  The 
number  of  delegates  to  be  elected  by  each 
conference  has  been  raised  to  three,  and 
the  power  of  the  annual  conference  to  nom- 
fiiat«  has  been   abolisiied. 

3.  Provision  for  iucreamuj  thr  salary  of  an 
itinerant  preacher.  The  rule  ]>rovidiQg  for 
the  appointment  of  circuit  stewards  was 
stricken  out,  and  the  following  clause  was 
added:  "In  the  case  of  a  traveling  preacher 
having  a  family  of  children,  the  annual  con- 
ference of  which  he  is  a  member  shall  take 
the  matter  into  consideration,  and  add  over 
and  above  his  salary  whatever  amount  said 
conference  may  deem  proper."  .  This  power 
of  adding  to  the  stated  salary,  in  eases  de- 
manding it,  was,  at  a  subsequent  general 
conference,  transferred  from  the  nnnual  to 
the  quarterly  conferences. 

4.  Swearing  and  aj^rming.     The  rule  adopU 
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~cd  in  relation  to  swearing  and  affirming  is 
quoted  on  page   181,  of   this  volume, 

6.  Cla^a-nueting.t.  Considerable  Attention  waa 
given  to  thcao  meetings,  it  was  made  the 
duty  of  claasdeadors  to  appoint  prayer  and 
class-meetings;  and  it  was  reeommende<l  that 
all  the  mombcR^  of  the  church  attend  clesB- 
meeting  once  every  two  weeks,  and  oftener 
if   prac^cable. 

6.  Iiength  of  time  an  itineratff  nwtf  reituiin 
on  a  ctrcnit.  It  was  decided  that  an  itin- 
erant preacher  should  not  be  allowed  to 
travel  more  than  three  consecutive  years  on 
the  same  circuit,  except  by  conwnt  of  the  con- 
ference.  The  same  limitation  was  applied 
to  preachers  on  stations. 

7.  A  printing  estadli^hmenf  j»vjecfed.  Aa- 
ROM  Farmer  was  one  of  the  flrat  in  our 
church  to  see  the  importance  of  the  relig- 
ious press,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  pulpit; 
and,  as  early  as  18!29,  he  made  an  earnest, 
although  not  very  successful,  effort  to  em- 
ploy this  mighty  evangelizing  agency  under 
the  patronage  of  the  Miami  conference.  At 
the  session  of   that  conference,  in  1829,  the 

^following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

"Resolved   by  the    Miami    conference    to 
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approlwitc    tlii;    publication   of    'Zions    Adw- 
mie,'  with  tlic  following  restrictions: 

"1.  It  is  to  contain  doctrine  consonant 
,with  the  church  of  the  United  Brethren  in 
Christ 

"2.  It  is  not  to  be  devoted  to  unprofit- 
able controversy. 

"3.  It  is  to  be  printetl  on  gootl  paper, 
and  neatly   executetl. 

"4..    It  is  to  bo  editetl  by  Aaron  Farmer." 

Zions  Advocate  was  accordingly  issued  from 
Salem,  Ind.,  by  Jlr,  Farmer  aa  editor  and 
publbhcr;  and,  although  it  wm  a  fair  paper, 
it  died  young,  not  because  its  amductor 
J&iled  to  comply  with  the  conditions  speciJie<l 
by  the  conference,  but  for  want  of  a  suffi- 
cient patronage.  The  enterprise,  however, 
was  a  proper  one,  and  the  attempt  to  in- 
.augurate  it  served  to  awaken  the  attention 
<>t  the  church  to  the  subject.  Accordingly, 
the  quadrennial  conference  succeeding  the 
failure  of  Zion's  Advocate  resolved  to  es- 
.tablish  a  religious  paper,  to  be  controlled 
-by  a  board  of  trustees  appointed  by  the 
.generol  conference.  In  pursuance  of  this 
resolution,  John  Russel,  and  Jonathan  and 
George  Di-csback,  were  appointed  trustees; 
and  they   were  iiuthorized   to  circulate  sub- 
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seriptionit  in  all  tlie  conferences,  one  for 
donations,  the  other  for  subscriptions,  to  the 
proposed  paper;  also,  to  publish,  or  cause 
to  bo  published,  at  Circlevillc,  O.,  "a  paper 
devote  I  to  religious,  moral,  and  literary  in- 
telligence." 

8.  A  new  conference.  A  new  conference 
was  formed  in  north-western  Ohio,  and  ca11e<l 
the  Sandusky  conference;  itnd  it  is  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Spaytli,  who  was  a.  member  of  Ibe 
general  conference  of  1833,  and  one  of  Ihc 
secretaries,  that  the  Wnbaah  conference  wae 
sot  off  from  the  Indiana  conference,  at  the 
same  time.  Afr.  llanby,  as  already  stat<?d. 
CQtcrtain.>j  a  different  opinion.  The  minutes 
of  the  general  conference  contain  nothing 
on  the  subject ;  and  the  question  is  one  of 
small  importance.  It  is  a  fart  that  the 
Sandusky  conferenco  was  organiziHl  in  1834, 
and  the  Wabash  in  1835,  raising  the  whole 
number  of  aiinunl  conference  districts  to 
eight 

Soon  after  the  general  oonferenoe  adjournetl, 
the  brethren  to  whom  the  publishino  in- 
TKRE.STS  had  been  entru-stcd,  commenced  their 
yrork.  Calls  were  made  for  donation?  and 
suhscriptiuns,  and  on  the  12th  of  April,  1834, 
they  bought  at  public  sale,  in  Circleville,  0., 
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a  printing  press,  type,  and  fixtures,  for  which 
they  paid  $460  00.  Id  May  following  they 
bought  a  lot  and  two  houses,  for  which  they 
paid  $550  00  more.  A  few  months  before 
this  time,  W.  R.  Rhinehart  had  oommenc«d 
the  publication  of  a  religious  paper  called 
the  Mountain  Messenger,  at  Ilagerstown,  Md. 
As  the  trustceH  were  anxious  to  unite  the 
whole  church  Jn  the  supjwrt  of  one  paper,  they 
bought  out  the  Messenger,  (Kiying  $325  OO 
for  its  typt',  and  employed  Mr.  Rhinehart  to 
edit  the  contemplated  church  organ;  und  on 
the  16th  of  De<;cu)ber,  1834,  the  first  tiumbcr 
of  the  "iieligioits  Teie^cope"  a  iniddling-sized 
folio  senii-inonthly,   ntadc  its  appearauce. 

Thus  with  a  debt  of  $1,600  00,  and  a  sub- 
scription litst,  much  of  which  was  worthless, 
of  H97,  Uio  United  Brethren  Printing  EsUb- 
lishnient,  commenced  its  career.  The  paper 
issued  was  a  ^cry  respectable  sheet,  well  edit- 
ed, yet  not  popular,  because  of  the  extreme 
views  which  it  advocated.  It  entered  largely 
into  the  controversies  of  the  times,  aud  caro- 
estly  and  bodly,  though  not  always  pru< 
dcatly,  marched  in  the  frunt  ranks  of  every 
reform.  The  sceoad  year  the  subscription 
waa  reduced  to  856,  and  wheu  the  paper  was 
ixL   ita   seventh   year,   ita   subscriptioa    only 
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reftched  1460,  an<l  on  the  credit  g^'stem  at 

The  ooncern,  however,  found  no  difficulty 
in  adding  to  it^  liiibilitics;  and  by  thh  timo 
they  had  reached  8^,000!  Had  it  been  an 
individual  enterpriae,  or  had  the  trustees  been 
men  of  feeble  hearts  or  of  poor  credit^  it 
would  have  failed  utterly.  In  1839,  Wil- 
liam  Hanby  succeoiled  Mr.  Rhinehart  as 
editor  and  publisher.  Being  a  better  finan- 
cier, less  inclined  to  extremes,  and  receiving 
a  more  liberal  pafronago  from  the  church,  the 
establisUiment  soon  began  to  show  signs  of 
life.  In  the  spring  of  1843  the  number  of 
subscribers  was  sMelled  to  nearly  2,000,  still 
on  the  credit  system,  however,  and  the  pnv 
ceeds,  above  contingent  expenses,  were  reck- 
oned at  $600  00.  At  the  general  conference 
of  1845  it  appeared  that  the  paper  had  ris- 
ing 3,000  subscribers,  and  that  it  was  yield- 
ing a  net  profit  of  about  |1,300  00  annually. 
The  profits,  however,  of  a  paper  condudtHl 
as  this  wfu>,  «n  the  credit  system,  can  not 
be  calculated  with  a«uracy.  At  the  gen- 
eral confen^nce  of  1845  tho  cash  system  was 
adopted.  David  Kdwards  was  elected  editor. 
Four  years  of  prosperity  followed.  The 
paper  was  well  edited,  and  its  finances  judi* 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

TBB  MUSKlNOUJtf  CO.VFEBENCE — FORNEY,  KB* 
ITAQI,  BBIGOa,  S.  LONG,  A.  BIDJILE — COK- 
UEXC£«£NT  OF  THE  WORK  ON  THE  RENKKVK. 

The  organization  of  this  conference  in 
1818,  and  its  progress  up  to  1821,  have 
been  noticed.  In  1822  three  tninisters  pro- 
posed to  travel,— Johnston,  J.  Long,  and  .1. 
Klein;  and  Abraham  Forney  was  appointed 
presiding  elder.  The  mituiles  of  1823  iind 
1824  are  nut  in  our  po&^eit^iun.  In  1825 
the  conferenoe  met  in  Westmoreland  Co.,  Pa., 
Seventeen  preiichers  were  n^porteil,  among 
whom  were  Draksel,  Jacob  W^inttr,  .\.  For- 
ney, H.  G.  Spiiyth,  H.  Erret,  11.  Furdy,  C. 
Berger,  Kenagi,  John  Crum,  S.  C.  Briggs, 
and  Peter  Weimer.  Mr.  Spayth  and  Mr. 
Johnston  were  appointed  presiding  ciders  of 
the  two  districts,  and  John  Klein  was  ap- 
pointed to  travel  the  Westmoreland  circuit. 
No  itinerant  was  employed  that  year  in  the 
I    territory  dow  embraced  In  the  Muskingum 
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conference.      The  work  was  sustain^  wholly^ 
by  the   local    ministry. 

During  the  years  1825  and  1826  tlie  coi 
ferencc   suffered   a  great  loss  by  the  rloivyji? 
of    Urakscl,    Furriey,    Peter    Wetmer.     John'' 
Slutts,  and  John   Kloin, — nearly  one-third  of 
the  entire    ministry  reported   at  Ih*   Wesl-J 
morcland  conference.  Of  the  venerable  Drak- 
Sel's    character,    labors,    and    decease,     notice 
has   been    tJiken    in   a    preceding  chapter  of 
this  work. 

Abraham  Fornev  was  one  of  the  pioneers! 
in    north-e.n»ieni   Ohio.      He   j)eneti-ated   into] 
the  new   country    at   an   early   day,  and  was 
intimately    assoeiatcd    with    the    ri^e    of    the 
Muskingum    conference,  and   its   progress  up 
to   the    period   of    his    decease.      Ue  was    a^ 
member    of    the    third    general    conference. , 
John    Klein   was   a   remarkably   zealous  and 
pious    young    man — the    only   itinerant    em- 
ployed  in  182n,     He  died  at  his  post.      Mr, 
Weimer  and   Mr.  Slults   were  devoted    Ger- 
man   preachers.     While  noticing   the  decease 
of    these    pioneers   in    the    Muskingum    »'on-] 
fcrence,  we  will  state  that  Christias  KRyAni 
was   one   of   the   most  faithful   and    beloved 
of    those    early    ministers.      He    was   amongfl 
the  first  wlio  eniliraced  religion,  and  became 
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ideoilfieA  witli  llic  t'nltotl  Bivlhix-ii  in  ('lirist, 
Treat  of  the  Alleghany  mountains.  lie  be- 
longs, indccU,  tu  the  Crcniiai)  pioiieur  futbcrs. 
He  commenced  to  prcaoh  about  the  jeur 
1802,  vrtiilo  residing  ia  Westmoreland  county, 
Pa.;  and  as  early  aa  1817,  or  1818,  he  re- 
moved to  Tuscarawus  ct>unty,  0.  "For  piety, 
brotherly  love,  and  humility,"  writes  Mr,  J. 
Weimer,  "few  were  his  equals.  For  a  period 
of  twenty  years  he  could  walk  only  by  the 
aid  of  a  staif  in  each  hand;  yet  ho  wh^ 
almost  continually  traveling  in  a  small  wagon, 
through  the  Muskingum  dLstnet^  vititting  hi» 
Qerman  brethi'eii,  and  j)reaehing  Jcisus  wher- 
ever opportunity  offered.  During  each  yew 
of  the  last  seven  or  eight  of  hU  life,  he 
made  a  trip  to  the  Sandusky  district;  and 
while  on  his  last  tour,  he  died  shouting  the 
praises  of  king  Immanuel."  At  his  death, 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1841,  he  was  in  his 
Mventicth    year. 

In  18^  the  conference  convened  in  Har- 
rison county,  0.  Only  eleven  ministers  were 
in  attendance,  two  of  whom  were  received 
during  the  session,  John  Crum  and  Henr}' 
Erret  were  ap[>ointed  presiding  elders,  and 
James  Haakiris  and  Sewill  C.  Briggs  gave 
themaolvcs  up  to  travel.     Mr.  Haskiiie  was 


stationed  on  Westmoreland  circuity  Pb.,   andj 
Mr.  Briggs  on  Wills  creek,  Ohio. 

8.  C.  Brigos  wa3  a  man  of  superior  talent, 
great    zeal,   and    remarkable  faith ;    and  be 
contributed  materially  to  the  progress  of  rfr- 
ligion   in  the   Muskingum    conference.      Mr. 
Biddlc  rclato-a  the   following,  as  an  illustra-  ^ 
tion  of   his   "faith:"      "At  a  camp-meeting  I 
in    Harrison    county,   Ohio,    it    became    his 
torn  to  preach  at  3  o'clock  P.  M.      Up  to  M 
this  time  nothing  of  a  remarkable  chnrarter 
had  occurred.    When  through  with   hia  ser- 
mon   he    descended    trom    the    stand,    aod, 
although   the  hour  was  unusual,  he  inrited 
sinners  to  come  forwanl  and  seek  salration. 
The   whole   congrcgntion   was    moved.     The 
work   comincnccd,   and   continued    all   nigbi. 
By  sunrise  nc^t  morning  one  hundred  souls 
were  converted." 

Mr.  Briggs  wa.s  a  member  of  the  general 
conference  of   1833.      His  end  was  peace. 

In  1837  no  material  progress  was  made. 
In  1828  three  circuits  were  supplied,  vit: 
Westmoreland,  Wills  Creek,  and  a  new  ciiw 
cuit  called  Wooster  and  Xew  Lii^lxm.  Foil* 
preachers  were  employed  on  these  cireoits; 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  Ihoir  tlnandftl 
report    ran    thus: — Jacob   Winters    received 
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on  Weatmoreland  circuit,  $84  33;  H.  Purdy 
on  WilL)  Cm.-k,  $32  88;  Muses  Ucrbcrt  imd 
A.  Hetzlor  on  Wocster  and  Kew  Lisbon, — 
the  former  $31  70,  the  latter  $35  62^;  John 
Crum  as  presiding  elder,  $14  80.  All  were 
well  aatiafied,  for  the  year  had  been  a  good 
one.  In  1829  the  conference  was  divided 
into  five  circuits,  and  supplied  as  followa: 

H'e^wreland:  J.  Winter,  circuit  j)rojicher. 
It.  Womian,  presiding  elder. 

Wooster:  J.  Crum,  circuit  preacher.  J. 
Hildt,  presiding  elder. 

WiiU  Creek;  M.  Herbert,  circuit  prcjicher. 
J.    Crum,   presiding  elder. 

AVttJ  Liiibon:  .1,  llarri.wn,  circuit  preacher. 
J.  Stanibach,  presiding  elder. 

Satuluskg:  J.  Zahn,  circuit  preacher,  i. 
Baulua,  presiding  elder. 

The  whole  sum    paid   to  these   itinerants 
for  the  year*.-*  wurk  was  $26(J  22.    In  1830, 
hirty-two  ministers  were  recogniwxl  as  mem* 
bers  of   the  t-onference. 

Among  those  who  entered  the  itinerant 
ranks  this  year  was  Samuel  Loku;  u  man 
of  great  prudence,  deep  piety,  and  resi>ecta- 
blc  preaching  abilities.  Mr.  Lung  has  »[)eiil 
more  than  thirty  years  in  the  tninlstr)' : 
much  of   the  time  as  an  itinerant,  first  in 
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•jhI  aAenrard   in    th*' 

fn  the    last-namcfl     oob- 
Mtjo^    in  A.  superaniiiiate«1 
tfe  oriifidciioe  ftod  affection   of    all 
him, 

1830  and    1^33,  the  progrees  o£ 
lee  continued  to  be  slow,  owing'  to 
viat  of  a  thorough   itineracy,   nntl    tbo 
ifiw  it*  support.     The  conference,  during 
year?,   seemofl    to   vacillate  between 
HBitial    snd    a    thorough     itinerant    nystem. 
np  to  1833  ita  territory  extended  from  West^ 
iBoreland  county,  Pa.,  to  Waj-no  county,  O. — 
a  part  of  the  time  even  to  Sandusky  coanty, 
0.;    and    the   annual    confbrenocs    w^^   held 
altornately  in   Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.      The 
general  conference  i>f  1S33  attached  thai  por- 
tion of  the  conference   which    lay  in    Penn- 
sylvania to  the  PennsyU'ania  conference,  and 
formed  a  new  conference  in  the  north-west^ 
called  the  Sandusky  conference.     ThL*  cbaogv 
in    boundaries,    cut    off    many    of    the    best 
churches  and    ministers;    yet   it   contributed 
greatly  to   the  prosperity  of    the  conference. 
Confined  within  its  natural  boundaries,  thrown 
jpon    its   own   resources,  and   having   one  of 
the  best   missionary    fields   in   the   world    to 
ettltivate,   the    Lord  raised  up   hum  omo 
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the  young  men  of  the  church  a  ula&a  of 
miniBtors,  who  dovoteti  thomaolves  to  itiner- 
ant labors,  from  your  lu  year,  with  suuh 
zeal  and  suoeoRS  as  tohl  most  favorably 
upon  the  p^^sperity  f,f  religion  in  that  quart*T 
of  the  State. 

Amung  the  efficient  luliurorj;  calloU  into  tho 
field  libout  this  time,  no  one  contribute<l 
more  to  the  growth  of  the  conference  than 
Alexander  Biddle.  Born  and  raised  amid 
the  romantic  hills  of  nestcrn  Pennsylvanii, 
Mr.  Biddle  grew  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
with  few  advantiiges,  save  a  vigorous  body 
and  good  brain.  In  lR2tJ  Henry  Pnrdy 
formed  a  claa^  in  hi^t  father's  ni^ighborhoodj 
to  which  hLn  fntht-r  bceuuiu  attached;  and 
in  1829,  after  seeking  the  Lord  in  great 
agony  of  spirit  for  some  time,  he  was  hap- 
pily converted,  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio, 
while  witnessing  the  baptism  of  his  mother! 
"What  a  halo  of  golden  beauty,"  lo  use 
his  own  peculiar  language,  *'live<l  alt  around 
mo  at  that  time."  In  a  recent  letter,  Mr. 
B.  writes;  "Thirty-one  year*  have  passed 
away,  and  now,  while  writing,  my  soul  burns 
within  at  these  reooUcctiond."  Soon  after  his 
conversion,  which  occurred  in  his  nineteenth 
year,   he  began  to  exhort;    and   in  1S31   he 
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Was  received  into  the  Muskingiim  confercnc* 
and  placed  on  Wills  Cruck  circuit.  In  1S33 
he  traveled  Li.sl>oii  circuit.  During  this  year 
he  formed  four  new  classes  in  Trumbull 
county,  which  were  the  beginning  of  the 
United  Brethren  work  on  the  Westebv  Rs- 
«BRVE.  Since  1832  this  work  hap  9pre«d 
over  the  whole  Reserve,  and  into  Pennsyl- 
vania and  New  York.  John  Xeisz  wa« 
among  the  seventy-four  converts  received 
into  the  church  on  Libson  circuit,  by  Mr. 
Biddle,  in   1832. 

In  1833  Mr.  Biddle  was  elected  presiding 
elder, — an  office  which  ho  has  fitUnl  nearly 
«Tcry  year  since,  first  in  the  Muskingum, 
»nd  afterward  in  the  Sanduskv  conference. 
He  has  been  very  successful  in  inlroduciug 
young  men  into  the  ministry,  and  in  inciting 
them  to  study.  Mr.  Biddle  is  still  perform- 
ing full  work  an  an  itinerant  in  the  San- 
dusky conference.  He  has  been  a  delegate 
to  nearly  all  the  quadrennial  conferences  of 
the  church  since  1841. 

In  1838  a  liome  missionary  society  was 
organized,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the 
Tfork  more  rapidly  within  the  bounds  of  the 
conference;  and  two  new  fields  of  tabor  were 
formwl  on  the  Reserve. 
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Since  1838  the  Loni  of  the  harvest  has 
sent  forth  into  the  Muskingum  conforonce  a 
class  of  itinerant  taboi'ers  not  excelled  any 
where  in  the  Unil«d  Brethren  church.  Tn 
1838,  Y.  Hn.DT,  recently  cjjllcd  to  his  reward, 
and  S.  C.  Stkwa&d,  still  at  the  work  in 
the  Wabaflh,  were  receivcMl  into  the  confer- 
eooe.  In  1839  C.  Qartrr  and  J.  Todd, 
both  of  whom,  aft«r  twenty  years  of  service, 
continue  to  labor  in  the  itineracy  with 
marked  efficiency,  were  received.  Then  came 
the  dei'oted  A.  S.  AVadk,  of  precious  mem- 
ory. In  1842  E.  Slutts  nnd  1^.  K.  Perkinh 
wore  adinittwl,  and  in  "41  and  '44,  W.  S. 
Tmrs,  now  of  Michigan,  Z.  A.  Colestocx, 
now  of  Pennsylvania,  and  J.  Goodin,  and 
S.  "Weaver,  Proaident  of  Western  College, 
Iowa.  After  these,  and  along  with  them, 
came  niany  other  brethren,  beloved  in  the 
Lord,  under  whose  Ifilwjra  the  work  has  been 
extended  northward  to  the  Lake,  and  east- 
ward into  the   heart  of   western  New  York. 

In  1818  a  fe  •*  German  brethren  in  the 
wilderness,  without  a  single  house  of  worship; 
without  a  school,  newspaper,  circuit,  or  itin- 
erant preacher,  resolveil  to  '^bui/tf  the  kingdom 
tf  Ohrht.''  F^ir  many  years  they  toiled 
without  much  apparent  encouragement.     In 
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CHAPTER   XVtI. 

THE  SANDUSKY  CONFERENCE — N0RTH-WE5TKRX 
OHIO. 

It  has  been  stated  already  tlist  in  1822 
Jacob  Baulus,  ono  of  the  earlie:*t  and  most 
efBcient  proftcliors  in  Maniand,  scttknl  near 
Fremont,  0.  His  home  was  located  in  the 
deep,  dark  forests  of  the  Black  Swamp. 
Wild  game  and  wild  men  abounded.  lie 
was  the  first  evangelical  minister  in  that 
flection  of  the  country;  ami  he  not  only 
preached  to  the  new  settler?,  whenever  op- 
portunity was  oftered,  but  he  oi)eiie<l  liia 
house  and  spread  his  table  for  evangelical 
ministers  of   all   denomination:*. 

A  few  preaching  places  were  established, 
a  few  classes  formeil,  and  in  1829  the  gen- 
eral conferem^  recognized  a  circuit,  called 
Sandusky  circuit.  At  the  next  session  of 
the  Muskingum  conference  Jacob  Baulus  wna 
elected  presiding  elder  of  the  Sandusky 
district)  and  John  Zahn   was  appointed  to 
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travel  the  Sandusky  circuit  The  next  year, 
1830,  Mr.  Baulus  «as  rc-clet-teU  preaiding 
elder,  and  I.  Kareinqton  and  J.  Harriso.v 
were  placed  uii  the  circuU.  Baulus,  Z&hn, 
Harrington,  and  Harrison,  were  the  pioneer 
itinerant  preachers  in  uorth-wt-atoni  Ohio. 

Up  to  this  time  the  protipccta,  in  the 
aorth-weatern  portiun  uf  the  State,  seemed  to 
afford  but  little  cnoouragcnicnt.  Between 
the  Muskingum  cunferencc  and  the  Sandusky 
circuit  there  whs,  probably,  more  than  a 
hundred  mile;*  of  country  unoccupied  by 
the  United  Brethren  church;  much  of  it  a 
wilderness,  through  which  the  traveler  passed, 
not  in  rail-cars,  at  the  rate  of  forty  milee 
per  hour,  but  ovur  uiud  nwds  and  unbriJged 
streams,  on  horseback,  or  in  old-faahioned 
stage-coachos,  whi(dj  frefjuently  made  but 
t«n  or  twelve  miles  per  day.  It  was  a  long 
and  wearisome  journey,  in  1830,  from  Tus* 
carawag  county  to  Sandusky  county.  From 
1829  to  1834  the  Sandusky  circuit  was  sup- 
plied  by  the   Muskingum  conference. 

Prior  to  1833,  however,  a  strong  current 
of  emigration  set  in  toward  the  north-woet; 
and  among  the  emigrants  were  a  number 
of  United  Brethren  families,  and  some  ex- 
cellent  local   preacheiT*. 
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^^T    Geoboe  Hiskev,  a  sounJ-mintled,  hospita- 

I      ble,   and  able    preacher,  settled   in   Richland 

county,  near  Lexington ;   and  some  substantial 

laymen   settled    in   the   same  inviting  region. 

IHrnrv  Erket  and  John  Smith,  both  excel- 
lent German  jireachen*,  settled  near  Gallion. 
Philip  Cramck  located  wetit  of  Findlay,  in 
Hancock  county.  Isuael  nARHisoTOX,  who 
was  placed  on  the  circuit  in  18.^0.  and  wh«> 
was  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  influen*^-, 
located  on  the  Portage  river;  while  Hekrv 
ICtHBRRLix,  and  John  and  Jacob  Ckitm,  all 
pillars   in   the  church,    and   in  the   ministry, 

■  lifted   up    the    standard    near    the   Maiimct-, 

■  on  Beaver  creek,  in  Wood  county.  J.  Gak- 
BKit,  whose  praise  is  in  all  the  churchiM 
where  he  m  known, — a  plain,  humble,  zealoui*, 
worker,  both  as  an  itinerunt  and  as  a  Wal 
preacher, — settled  on  Honey  creek,  near  Mel- 
more,  i  n  Seneca  county.  D.  St  raver,  C. 
Zook,  and  John  Bowser  pitehed  their  tents 
woet  of  the  Maumee.  Others  can  not  be 
especially  named.  The^^c  emigrations  pre- 
pared the  way  for  a  conference;  and  the 
general  conference  of  1833  very  wisely  made 
a  conference  uf  the  Sandusky  work, 

*^  On  the  12th  of  May,  1834,  the  new  con- 
ference held   its  first  session,  at  the  house 
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of  pHiLrp  Bretz,  on  Honey  creek,  in  Scnec* 
county.  Samuel  Heistand  presided.  There 
were  prcacnt  John  RusscI,  Jacob  Baulua, 
Geo.  lliakey,  Jeremiah  Brown,  C,  Zook,  John 
Crum,  W.  T.  Tnicy.  Jiuob  Rair,  O.  Strong,  , 
E.  Erret,  Jutin  Smith,  S.  Kastorly,  Philip  ■ 
Cranior,  B.  Moore,  Daniel  Strayer,  Israel 
Ilerringloi),  JaaiU  Cmm,  11.  Kimberlin,  J. 
Fry,  and   J.  Aleop. 

Nearly  all  these  miiusters  were  local;  and 
they  had  settled,  with  their  faiuiliua,  and  in 
most  cases  wilh  aome  of  thoir  brethren,  in 
r II rioua  part^  of  the  con fcronoc,  and  had 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  church.  It  is 
but  just  to  say  that  the  influence  of  theee 
men,  if  we  may  except  two  or  three  of  them, 
who  soon  formed  other  relations,  was  salu- 
tary. Many  of  them  are  now  standing  in 
the  same  communiliws  where  they  stood  thirty 
years  ago.  The  frosts  of  age  have  settled 
upon  their  heads;  the  wilderness  into  which 
they  moved  has  disappeared;  the  church  has 
grown  up  strong  about  them,  and  their 
Voiees  arc  acldom  heard  in  the  councils  of  the 
church;  but  they  enjoy  largely  the  confidence 
of  their  brethren ;  they  are  camesti  zealous, 
and  dearly  beloved. 

But  to  return.    John  Davis,  Jacob  Garber, 
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ftnd  Stephen  Lillibridge  were  roccivcl  a1  llif 
first  conference;  and  throe  more  useful  men 
hare  seldom  been  received  at  one  confer- 
ence, John  DA.vm  soon  entered  the  itiner- 
acy, and  for  many  years  labored  with  great 
faithfulness,  much  of  the  time  as  a  presiding 
elder.  On«a  salary  of  from  $75  to  $150, 
he  traveled  on  horseback  from  Crawford  Co., 
0.|  to  Allen  Co.,  Ind.,  four  times  a  year, 
year  after  year.  The  roads  were  extremely 
bad,  especially  in  the  winter  and  spring,  but 
he  seldom  mis.'^ed  an  ap|)ointment,  uorcr  com- 
plaineil,  and  always  wore  a  smile  as  he  en- 
tered the  cabins  of  the  weat.  He  is  now  su- 
perannuated. His  head  is  white,  but  he  loves 
the  church  of  Jodus,  and  la  a  genial,  sweet- 
spirited  saint^  waiting  for  the  coming  of  the 
Ix>rd. 

Btephkn'  LiLLiBitiDOE  did  more,  perhaps, 
than  any  other  man  of  his  day,  to  extend 
the  cause  in  the  Sandusky  conference.  He 
was  born  January'  31st,  1815;  and  in  his 
eighteenth  year  he  experienced  religion  and 
united,  with  the  church,  three  months  after 
which  he  was  moved  to  call  sinners  to  re- 
pentance; and  it  soon  became  manifest  tliat 
the  holy  missionary  Sre  was  kindled  in  his 
breast.      Moved  by  this  spirit^  he  had  gone 
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into   the    Sandusky    country,    was    admit 
into  the  conforonce^  and  placed  in  Sanduskj 
circuit.     The  stations  stood  thus: 

Richland  circuit:   B.  Mooro,  J.  II.  Drake. 
Sandusky    circuit:    J.  Alsop,    S.   LilUbridge. 
Findlay  mission:  J.  Eckert,  by  JP.  E.       Owl 
Creek  mission:  Mr.  Smith,  by  P.  E.     Maumee 
mission:  W.  T.  Tracy.     Mr.  Smith  sfwin  re- 
turned  from   whence   he  came;   Mr.  Kckt^rt 
vas   a   German,    did    not  join    tho    confer- 
ence, and  his  stay  was  only  temporary';  Alr- 
Moore  was  vpry  useful  for  a  period,  bat  trum 
some    cause    his  sky    was    often    becloudLtl. 
After  years   of  jwrtial   separation   from   the 
church,  he  died  while  on  the  overland-rout* 
to  the  Paoitic.   ^Mr.  Lillihridge  was  all  that 
could  hare  lieen  desirei.!  as  a  Christian  and 
as  an  evangelist.      One    who   was  well   ac- 
quaiuted  with  him*  and   is  not  addicted  tu 
flattery,   writes:    "To  go  where   as   yet  the 
brethren     had     no    name    nor     home,     and 
where  Christ  was  seldom  preached  by   any 
ministry,  and  still  less  known,  was  his  pctrul- 
iar  call,  as  it  wa^  his  pleasure  and  delight. 
This  led  him,  amid  many  difficulties,  into  a 
country   which   was  comparatively  a   wilder- 
ness, both  in  a  natural  and  in  a  moral  sense; 

•  U.  0.  Sf*jih,  in  Telnoopc,  Kew  S«riM,  Vol.  H.,  p.  33. 
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yet  he  lived  long  enough  to  ace  it  blossom 
and  bring  forth  precious  fruit,  while  joy  and 
hope,  like  iloirers,  spr&ug  up  along  his  path. 
Though  poor — and  during  the  eight  years  of 
his  itineracy,  his  annual  pay  was  less  thaa 
a  hundred  dollars — and  although  he  auffercc. 
much  in  body  for  want  of  suitable  clothing 
during  the  winter  Reasons,  yet  a  murmur,  so 
far  as  known,  never  escaped  his  Hps.  From 
his  diary  it  appears  that^  during  his  brief 
career,  he  preached  nineteen  hundred  and 
thirty  sermons."  But  to  form  any  thing  liku 
H  correct  estimate  of  hia  labors,  the  reader 
must  take  into  aeeount  the  size  of  the  mis* 
sions  which  he  traveled,  and  the  character  of 
the  country  through  which  he  passed,  some- 
times on  horseback,  and  not  unfrequently 
afoot.  The  Black  Swamp  country,  though 
now  iiitunw'c-ted  with  rail-roads,  and  dotted 
with  well-impi-uvi-Hi  farms  and  thriving  vil- 
lages, was  a  dreadful  country  for  an  itine- 
rant minister  i  n  the  days  of  Lillibridge. 
After  forming  man^*  new  societies,  and  win- 
ning hundreds  to  Christ,  this  devoted  pioneer 
missionary,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-eight, 
and  on  the  25th  of  May  1843,  died  near 
Findlay,  0.  lie  had  appeared  at  the  confer- 
ence four  weeks  prior  to  his  decease,  in 
TOL.  II.— iM. 


f.'cWi-  1k-iiI()i.  ami  bad  taken  m  his  nji|*oinl- 
ment.  Suiuliukv  circuit.  But  his  work  was 
d«nc.  "In  view  of  dcMth  he  waw  liJtp|ty.  He 
cxhorteil  his  young  wife  tn  Ik-  resijfntxl.  and 
liif  last  wiirdH  wcix- 


'  Jen*  cut  mke  a  iylag  linl 

Farl  anft  ok  itaway  piltoT*  arr  -. 
Wliik  oa  hi*  bna*l  t  Inu  wf  limd. 
Anil  brrantu-  my  life  oul  •wirily  ifcnr 

In  the  ywii'  IKJii  the  SamhiJ^ky  confun.'nce, 
niiii-ji  Imil  hoUl  its  lirst  meeting  only  Ivro  yean 
jirinioiwly.  was  able  to  re[»ort  seven  tields  of 
hbor:  :i(id  duriiij;  that  ye«r  six  witiiivmeet- 
ifiss  were  held  within  its  Iiounds.  One  of 
thow  was  hehl  near  the  Augljiirx*  river,  ten 
miles  west  of  Kindlay,  at  a  piaoe  which,  .oeven 
ycors  I)efore,  was  a  total  wilderness,  over  which 
*>fily  the  Ked  man  roamed.  "It  was  an  oe- 
cjisinn,"  writes  Mr.  Ijaiiliis.  "  which  I  hope 
will  never  be  forgotten  by  myself  and  many 
others.  Israel's  Uod  wa»  ]>resent  in  the 
Bweetiiess  of  his  love  and  mercy.    Truly 

Jcnii^lviu  limkii  totlii  ill  *t'u^, 
Aixl  di-HC-rii.  It-ani  the  joj  '' 

As  says  Ipniah:  -The  wildeniess  and 'the  sol- 
itary pinre  shall  be  glad  for  them:  and  the 
desert  shall  rejoice  and  blo»w»m  as  the  rose; 
it  shall  blossom  abundantly,  and  rejoice  even 
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with  joy  anil  Mingiiig;  the  glory  of  Lebanon 
shall  be  given  iuiti>  it.'  'In  tbe  wilderness 
shall  watei-K'  1>i-eak  out^  aod  streams  lu  tho 
cLoscrt^'  TraUe  (he  Lord!  Fifteen  years 
ago,'*  continue.^  Mr.  llaulus,  "1  was  the  only 
United  lirethreu  preacher  in  tht9  dietnct; 
now  there  are  about  thirty." 

Sinoe  1834  the  progress  of  the  cause  in 
the  north-wesstern  portion  of  Ohio  has  been 
healthful.  But  the  most  successful  evangelists, 
and  thu«c  wht>  did  mi>at,  after  Mr.  Lillibridge, 
to  establish  the  cause  in  that  ]>art  of  the  state, 
wore  miscU  up  and  put  into  the  ministrj'  by 
the  conference  itseir.  Among  the  earliest  of 
these  mnv  lie  nmned  S.  Bever,  M.  Long,  and 
J.  C.  Bright. 

About  tlie  year  IS35,  David  Laxdis,  a  dc- 
^  otcU  luynian,  tiiuved  into  Dcdanco  Co.,  on 
the  Mrtumee  river;  and  ho  soon  began  to 
urge  the  iliaiul  conference,  from  which  he 
had  movcti,  to  send  missionaries  into  that 
new  r^ion.  Nothing  effectual  was  done,  how- 
ever, until  1B4I,  when  Hexry  Kuuleb,  jun., 
who  had  just  been  electetl  bishop,  moved  bv 
that  missionaj'y  spirit  which  has  characterized 
his  life,  opened  a  mission  in  Defiance  and 
adjoining  coinittcs.  He  spent  the  summer, 
lall,  and  winter,  of  1841-42,  on  this  mission, 
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which  proved  to  be  a  most  successful  ont 
He  went  out  under  the  auspices  of  the  Miami 
conference;  without  missionary  funds,  how-  ■ 
ever.  The  work  growing  on  his  hands,  b^ 
the  advice  of  the  brethren  on  the  zuission, 
he  employed  Jonathan  Thomas  as  a  co-lfr^ 
horer — a  most  excellent  choice,  as  few  men 
iu  the  church  have  proved  themselves  to  be 
abler  preachers,  or  more  successful  evangel- 
ists. He  also  brought  into  the  niinisitry  of 
the  United  Brethren  church  Joe.  Miller, 
now  of  the  Iowa  conference,  Geo.  W.  CUAr> 
MAS  of  the  Sandusky;  and  Ezha  Ckaky  and 
Jou.y  D.  Martlx,  both  of  whom  have  died  at 
their  posts.  With  these  ministers  Mr.  Kumler 
went  to  the  Sandusky  conference,  which  met 
iu  the  spring  of  1843,  wliere  they  were  rfr 
ceived,  and  the  Maumee  mission  recognized 
as  a  part  of  tlie  Sandusky  work. 

Ten  years  after  the  organization  of  the 
conference,  a  oorrespondeiit  of  the  Telescope,* 
writes — "We  have  now  fourteen  circuits  and 
two  missions,  stretching  from  Richland  Co., 
0.,  to  north-eastern  Indiana, — a  distance  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  niiles,  embracing  the 
territory  watered  by  Sandusky,  Portage,  Mau- 
mee, and  Little  St.  Joseph  rivers.     The  past 

•  B.  0.  SpiyUi. 
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year  has  beon  an  eventful  one  to  the  churches. 
Many  have  Ix-en  made  to  rejoice  in  Jestu 
Christ.  Lovc-fcasts  have  been  free  from  par- 
tiality; full  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  never  better. 
The  lalxfts  uf  the  uiinistrv  here  are  trulv 
arduous;  but  by  divine  aid  the  brethren  have 
been  able  to  meet  them  with  increasing  en- 
ergy and  nnexanmlod  success.  With  the 
new  year  the  work  appears  to  have  begun 
afresh." 

In  IS.").'!  the  Michigjin  conference  was  set 
off  from  the  Handusky;  and  yet  the  Sandusky 
now  number:!  more  than  a  hundred  minis< 
ten,  local  and  travenii<;,  and  uiore  than  seven 
thousand   meiiiberst. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  facts  connected  with 
the  rise  of  the  United  llrethren  church  in 
north-western  Ohio. 
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CHAPTER  XVrif. 


THE    WORK    IN    NORTHBHN    IKDIAWA 
KENTLCKY. 


AIVI> 


TuE  United  Brethren  were  ajiwng  the  firsl 
tu  planl  the  standard  uf  the  cross  in  the 
wilds  of  northern  Indiana.  The  first  sermun 
preached  by  a  United  Drelhi'en  minister 
within  the  bounds  uf  what  ix  now  known  as 
Jit,  Jdspph  conliTence.  which  embraces  north- 
urn  In(hann,  and  a  j*trlp  uf  Michigan  nn  the 
lake,  WHS  delivered  at  Isaac  Lamb's,  in  Tip- 
pecanue  Co.,  A.  D.  1830,  by  that  iiidefatigjible 
pioneer  missionary  and  eloiiuent  prejurber, 
John  Dk>'ham,  whose  sun,  alas,  has  set  in 
darkness!  The  settlers,  for  several  miles 
around  Mr.  Lamb's,  gathered  to  hear  him; 
and  great  interest  was  excited  by  his  preach- 
ing. He  was  fulluwal  by  Josluh  Davis,  then 
u  young  man,  and  highly  esteemed.  Mr. 
Davis  succeeiled  in  forming  two  societies, — 
one  at  Lamb's,  and  the  other  at  T.  Baker's, 
four  milee  distant,      la    L833,  James  Grif- 
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FiTH  oittcrcil  tlio  inm  fieUI.  Quite  a  iiumbtT 
of  c'xlciisive  rovivalK  nf  religion  occurred  undor 
his  kbuns;  and  ho  furiiicU  several  new  cla^t^^ 
in  addition  tu  thf  two  tVirnied  by  Mr.  Bavig. 

In  the  full  i)f  IHM  William  Davis  was 
sent  utit  by  the  \>'HiiaBh  inference,  to  St 
Joseph  Cu.,  near  the  north  line  of  the  state. 
He  entcreil  uim>u  his  work  in  tlio  true  spirit 
of  a  missioniirj'.  and  prenched  at  numerous 
[ilaees  uluiig  the  .St.  Joseph  river,  extending 
Ills  labors  into  Bon-iou  Co.,  Michigan.  H»t 
furmed  some  classes,  gave  the  work  an  excel- 
lent character,  and  did  much  to  establish  the 
principlfs  of  the  i-hui*ch. 

In  IH^il  Jamks  (iitiKi'irii  was  went  into  the 
field  openetl  by  W,  Uavis,  where  he  traveled 
extensively,  hunting  up  and  feeding  many 
scattoruil  sheep:  but  as  a  trifle  only  in  tho 
way  of  support  could  Iw  furnished  by  tbo 
feeble  societies  in  the  wilderness,  he  was 
under  the  necessity  of  leaving  the  work  in 
the  spring  uf  1838.  The  summer  which  fol- 
lowed is  still  rememlKTed  bv  the  old  inliab- 
itants  as  the  "sickly  sumuier."  ^fany  of  tho 
best  members  uf  tho  church  died,  and  quito 
a  number,  becoming  discouraged  with  tbo 
country,  removed  to  other  parts.  Owing  to 
these    ctuises,  and   the  want  of  a   preacher, 
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thrw  oul  of  the  four  organiz*^  cIassos  wero 
diabftiuloil;  nml,  in  all  probabilitv  the  former 
labor  wouM  hrtve  been  entirely  lost,  had  it 
ixtit  been  for  the  following  singular  Provi- 
<i(>nco. 

A  young  mnn.  living  in  that  part  of  the 
state,  named  K.  H.  Lamb,  had,  for  two  or  three 
years,  telt  it  t^  be  his  duty  to  preach;  and, 
after  the  mission  wan  left  without  a  preacher, 
and  ho  anw  the  wnrk  going  to  ruin,  his  im- 
pressions hecanio  deeji  and  constant  He  was 
just  eommcneing  the  business  of  life  for  him- 
self, had  laid  hi^  plniK^i  for  the  future, — was 
a  man  of  engaging  manners,  well  calculated 
to  succeed:  and  his  prospects  for  worldly  suc- 
cess were  fiitttfring.  But  he  could  not  rest. 
The  call  of  Je!*u8  was  ever  in  his  oar,  and 
he  eoncludod  to  forsake  all  and  follow  him. 
Accordingly  he  si-tlled  his  business,  prepared 
himaeif  for  the  itinerant  work,  and  started 
for  the  Wabash  eonference,  which  met  that 
year  near  Crawfrmlsvitle,  Ind.,  a  distance  of 
one  hundred  nnd  forty  miles.  One  hundred 
miles  uf  that  diiitance  bo  went  alone;  and 
although  he  hud  no  lioense  to  preach,  and 
was  without  any  rect>mmendation  whatever, 
he  believed  that  he  would  be  received  into 
the  conference  and  into  the  itineracy.      Thn 
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conferonw,  Mniviiig  all  formalities  recoivcil 
him,  and  appoititel  him  to  the  forsaken  St, 
Joseph  circuit.  On  his  first  round  he  could 
do  little  more  than  visit  from  house  lo 
house,  and  attend  upon,  «nd  pray  for  the 
sick.  Frequently,  as  he  rode  along  through 
the  s|>nr<o  settlements,  he  was  called  on  to 
perform  some  necessary  service  for  the  suf- 
fering;. On  his  second  round  he  est«blisbed 
cloven  appointments,  disfributeil  through  the 
counties  of  Elkhart,  St,  Joseph,  and  Laporie, 
Ind.,  and  Berrien,  Mich.,  n-hich  he  filled  reg- 
ularly every  three  weeks.  iSoon  after  J.  Davii^, 
the  presiding  elder,  and  William  Davis,  the 
pioneer  missionary,  and  T.  Garrcgus,  a  local 
preacher,  movwl  into  St.  Joseph  county. 
Under  the  joint  laljors  of  these  four  preach- 
ers, the  work  wa**  revived  and  became  proa- 
perou.«.  Some  new  classes  were  formed  and 
some  old  ones  revived;  and  at  the  close  of 
the  year  there  were  on  the  work  sis  orgaa- 
i7.e<l  classes,  nil  in  a  healthy  condition. 

During  this  time  the  Wild  Cat  circuit,  the  ., 
one  first  ofH-nwl  in  northern  Ind,,  had  been 
faithfully  sustained  by  various  preachers, 
whose  names  we  have  not  been  able  to  ob- 
tain. In  IBSii  eighty-five  members  were 
added   to   the  two  circuits;   and  during  tb« 
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same  year  Joun  Talbeht,  ujwii  his  own 
apuusibility,  and  depcmling  wbolly  upon  lit:j 
«Mu  rcsyurti*.  ])a'aclietl  in  Fulton,  Wabash, 
iiiiJ  lluiitijistt>ii  counties,  which  were  alwut 
laiUway  Ijctwecu  tlie  St.  Jtwoph  and  Wild  Cat 
missions,  wbci-e  he  i'urinud  one  i;Iu!*s,  and 
established  several  aitpuintnicnts. 

At  the  session  of  the  VV'abasU  euiiibrent-e 
for  1840,  a  new  work  \\i\i  projcftwl  lu  Car- 
roil  aud  Cjus  wunticff,  on  which  Mr.  iSiige 
was  placed.  In  IH4*>  Asa  Coho  traveled  the 
Wild  Cat  ciixiuit,  and  labored  cffieientlj;  and 
Mr.  Baker,  though  young,  was  useful  on 
8t  Joseph,  where  he  "organized  two  societies. 
Oil  the  'fipijecanoe  niissiun,  traveled  by  K. 
U.  Lamb  and  J.  Orn,  there  were  many  val- 
uable uocessiuiis  tu  the  eliurch. 

In  1834  JoftiKi'H  TKKKt:i,,  who,  with  his 
wife,  was  a  meiiil>er  of  tlie  Unittxl  Brethren 
ehurclt,  emigrated  to  Fulton  Co.,  Ind.  For 
thirty  miles  of  the  way  they  surveyed  and 
eut  their  own  i-uad  ihi-uugh  the  wilderness. 
In  the  foreats  of  Fidton  county,  with  little 
society  except  IndiaiLs,  who  were  numer- 
0U8,  they  ereeteil  the  family  altar.  Often  did 
they  speak  of  the  happiness  of  other  yeara, 
and  pniy  that  a  minister  of  thoir  own  church 
might    come    to    their    neighboriiood.       The 
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Autumn  lifter  llu-Jr  arrival,  "we  heard,"  wrJtea 
Mr.  Terrel,  "thai  four  fBiiiilies  had  camped 
on  the  creek,  about  a  mile  from  where  wo 
rceided.  I  went  to  vi^it  thcui;  and  the  first 
|>er8on  I  *a\\  was  an  agctl  lady  on  her  knees, 
with  both  hanils  lit'twl  up  in  prayer.  With 
joy  I  ha.'itcntMl  liome  to  inform  my  wife." 
These  persons  proved  to  be  Methmlists;  and 
aoon  a  prayer-niocting:  was  starte<l  at  Mr.  T.'a 
house.  In  tlio  fiill  of  1839  John  Tall>ert,  as 
before  Mated,  opened  a  nutifiiuu  in  Fultua 
and  adjuiiiing  counties.  ''Ono  day,"  writes 
Mr.  Tcrrol,  "wiiile  ]»lowing  in  my  field,  about 
twenty  rods  fn»m  the  road,  I  saw  a  man 
riding  along,  who  looked  so  much  like  a 
United  Hrethren  minister,  that  I  started  to- 
ward him  t<»  hail  him:  but  thinking  I  might 
be  mistaken,  I  returned  to  my  plow.  The 
stmnger  jniitseil  on  tu  the  next  houDC ;  and 
thinking,  porhnps,  that  the  family  he  had 
pa:;se<l  weiv  Jtrethreii,  made  inquiry,  and  aa 
a  matter  of  course  soon  returned.  He  formed, 
at  Terrcl's, »  oIiu*8  of  eight  mcnibors.  This  waa 
the  first  soeiety  planted  in  a  region  of  country 
extending  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  north, 
and  south.  These  incidents  are  related  to 
show  how  great,  often,  are  the  religious  wants 
of  the  pioneers  of  the  church,  how  much  they 
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appreciate  religious  society,  and  especially  the 
visits  of  their  own  iiiinislcr^  and  how  greatly 
the  morttlity  of  the  country  is  indebted  to 
them  for  the  interest  which  thev  manifest  in 
establishing  the  institutions  of  Christianity. 

But  to  return  to  our  narrative.  In  the 
autumn  of  1B40  a  cauip-meeting  wtta  held 
near  Joseph  Terrol's,  during  which  not  le«f! 
than  fifty  (r(uiv<Tsi(>ns  to  God  occurred.  Only 
eight   tents  were  ei"ectcd  on  the  ground. 

In  August,  1841,  another  camp-meeting  was 
h^d,  on  the  same  ground,  which  was,'  con- 
fessedly, one  of  the  mo.st  powerful  meetings 
ever  held  in  that  eountrj'.  The  ground  wa.'* 
surrouiideil  with  f«ntx,  and  a  great  nuinWr  «f 
poopio  assembled.  One  incident  owinred  which 
dcserres  special  notice. 

Among  the  persons  awakened  a',  this  meet-' 
ing  was  JosiAH  TEitR£L,  a  man  of  consider- 
able ni>te  in  his  neighborhood.  Being  one 
of  Siitan's  recniiting  offioem,  he  delighted  in 
sports  of  various  kinds,  playiHl  the  violin 
well,  and  loved  the  dance.  Drawn  to  the 
eanip-mocting  by  curiosity,  he  was  awakened, 
wont  forward  to  the  altar,  invited  the  at- 
tention of  the  people,  and  there  made  a  pub- 
Jic  confession  of  his  sinful  life — expressed  his 
determination    to    be    a   Christian,    and    then 
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knelt  aa  a  jntnitont  at  tho  mourners  bcQcli. 
Wliilo  lie  8[x>ke,  every  eye  was  filled  with 
tears;  and  after  he  knelt,  his  plaintive  voice, 
pleading  for  mercy,  could  be  distinctly  heard 
above  all  the  other  voices.  But  he  did  not 
find  }>eace  at  the  nieeiing.  He  requested 
Bro.  Lamb,  on  tho  ovcning  after  the  nu<^>t- 
ing  closed,  to  preach  at  his  house,  which 
he  did.  During  tho  meeting  Jlr.  Terrel 
arose,  confessed  how  he  had  been  attached  to 
the  fiddle,  and  had  tiiught  liis  children  ittid 
neighbors  to  dance,  asked  forglvcnews  of  all, 
and  then  deliberately  taking  down  the  offend- 
ing instrument  t>f  music,  he  cast  it  into  the 
fire.  Soon  after  he  found  salvation,  and  Iks 
gan  to  preach;  and,  wo  may  add,  he  proved 
himself  a  chosen  vessel  of  the  Loi'tl. 

The  Lord  of  the  harvest  now  began  more 
rapidly  to  multiply  the  laborers  in  this  widen- 
ing field.  At  a  quarterly  conference  held  on 
St.  Joseph  circuit,  in  1842,  William  Davis, 
the  presiding  elder,  organized  u  missionary 
movcmcDt  which  ojicrated  very  favorably  fur 
the  cause.  Three  men,  Joseph  Terrel,  Josiuh 
Terrel,  and  T.  J.  Babcoke,  had  obtained  li- 
cense to  preach ;  and  Mr.  Davis  informed 
them  that  he  wished  to  employ  them  all  ao 
missionaries.      He   told    them    fninkly   that 
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there  was  no  missionary  money  to  pay  them — 
that  they  luusl  ilepend  upon  the  small  sams 
given  thoui  hv  the  petiple,  looking  for  their 
l)rincijMiI  reward  in  the  world  to  come.  They 
all  consented,  on  these  terms,  to  travel.  Bab- 
coke  was  sent  toward  Middleburg,  Joseph 
Terrel  toward  Huntington,  and  Josiah  to  the 
rejrlon  .lUont  Lpeslmrg.  Each  of  thiise  mis- 
sionaries, sent  itiit  from  tho  quarterly  con- 
ference hy  the  presiding  elder,  was  success- 
ful in  planting  the  church  in  the  new  fields 
named.  Thus  did  the  work  go  on  from  year 
to  year  in  northern  Indiana. 

M'hilc  tho  borders  of  the  church  were  be- 
ing extended  to  the  North  and  "West,  other 
laboivrs  were  pushing  the  Savior's  conquests 
southward  into  Kestl'cky. 

A  few  fiimilies  of  United  Brethren  emi- 
grated to  Kentucky  in  an  early  day;  and 
among  the  number  the  devoted  Baker  may 
bo  named.  But  being  far  separated  from  any 
conference,  they  were  absorbed  by  other  relig- 
ious societies.  Between  1810  and  1830,  oc- 
casional loui-s  were  made  through  portions 
of  the  state  by  our  ministers,  bishop  New- 
comer among  the  others. 

But  to  Joiis  M.  Blaib,  a  minister  of  the 
Indiana  confei-ence,  belongs  the  credit  of  es- 
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tahlbliin^  the  first  society  of  TTnited  Brethren 
in  Christ,  south  of  Green  river,  and  in  the 
Jicnrt  of  Kentucky. 

He  orj^'aniiccd  n  Hociety  in  Adair  Co,,  Ky., 
an  1833.  jind  tnivoled  extensively  througU 
Adair  and  the  adjoining  cuuiitios,  prcachingi 
fnithfiiUv:  and  God  was  with  him.  Muny 
M>uU  were  converted  under  hia  luborK,  and 
he  org:Hiii?*d  s^imc  grKx!  socictie*.  During 
.the  flrvt  year  of  his  labors  he  was  joined  by 
JiLs  brother.  William  Blaio,  who  proved  to- 
»T)0  a  very  efficient  co-laborer.  "It  seemed," 
aiivn  William,  ''as  if  God  was  in  our  front 
and   rear,  during  those  years." 

Tn  the  year  1837  these  brothers  attended 
the  Indiiiiia  confrronce,  of  which  John  M, 
waa  n  mcniljcr,  where  William  was  licensed 
to  preach.  By  this  time  doors  had  been 
opened  in  Cumlw^rlnnd,  Russel,  and  Wayne 
eountics.  in  all  of  which  souls  wore  won  to 
Christ.  Soon  these  faithful  brothers  were  cn- 
cnnraged  by  other  laborers  raised  np  among 
their  converts.  The  earliest  of  these  were 
M'illiain  Traylor  and  R.  T.  Leftwich,— the 
former,  after  n  fuw  years  of  faithful  service, 
was  called  to  his  reward. 

The  Indiana  conference  sent  out  preachers 
from  time  to  time,  who  visile*!  the  Kentucky 
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work,   and  gave   it   new  life.      In  tbc  year 
1860,  tliu  auuual  cunfeR>nce  iras  held  in  Adair 
Co.,  bishop  Glussbrenner  iiresiding.     "TIub," 
says   Mr.   IJlair,    *'g!)ve    great    streugth    to 
the  cause;  for,   be  it  remembered,  we   were 
greatly  persei:uteil,  even  by  those  who  claimed 
to  be  enlightened  and  evangelical  Christians. 
Such   would   give  out    the    impression    that 
there    were    no    United    Brethren    exccj)!   a 
handful,  in  Adair  Co.,  Kentucky,  and  that  in 
a    few    yvars    they    would   come  to   naught. 
The  cunferuueu  dissipated  this  error,  and  some  , 
others."     In  spito  of  the  powers  of  darkness, 
the  work  cotitiiiuud  to  advance. 

Remarking  u]>on  the  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  progress,  Mi-.  HlHir  very  justly  remarks: 
"AVe  have  passed  through  deep  waters  and 
fiery  trials,  bei'jiusu  of  our  peculiar  views  'jf 
slavery  and  secret  societies;  but  we  havo 
been  careful  to  maintain  the  principles  of  the 
church,  and  we  are  not  disposed  to  complain  on 
account  of  persecutions.  Our  fathers  in  the 
I^rd  have  suffered  before  us,  and  have  got 
home,  and  we  will  meet  them  uu  the  otlicr 
shore,  if  faithful." 
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CHAPTER   XIX. 

'JfJTERAL     COSFERENCE    OF     1837  —  A    CHURCH 

CONSTITUTION BISHOP  HEISTAS D— -GKNFRAL 

CCKFERENCE   OF    1841 H.     KDMLER,  JR. 

TirE  tcventh  general  conference  met  at  Gcr- 
maiitijwu,  Montgomery  Ck>.,  0.,  May  9th,  1837. 
flishop  HcistAnd,  who  was  then  near  the  close 
if  his  life,  delivered,  at  the  opening  of  the 
■»nfcrencc,  a  rcrj*  touching  sermon.  Eight 
f.nnual  conferences  were  represented,  as  fol- 
V)W8: — 

Pennsylvama  conference: — Jacob  Erb,  Jacob 
ff"inters. 

Virginia  conference: — Jacob  Rhincharti  J.  J. 
•jloasbronner. 

Muskmgum  conference: — Adam  Hetzler,  Da- 
^id  Wcimer. 

Sandmkif  conference: — John  Dorcas,  Georgo 
Hiskcy. 

Scioto  conference: — John  Coona,  William 
Hanby. 

Miomi  «>n/(rrOT«.— J.  Fethorhuff,  William 
Stubba. 

Voi«  II.— 91. 
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Indiana   cojiference:  —  V.    Wliitcom,    John 
Lopp. 

Wabash  conference: — F.  Kenoyer,  William 
Davis. 

Bishops  Heistand  and  Kumler  presided, 
bishop  Brown  not  being  in  attendance.  No 
new  conference  was  set  off.  Samuel  Uei«tand, 
Henry  Kumler,  son.,  and  Jacob  Erb,  were 
elected  bishops.  John  KusscI,  George  Dre3- 
back,  and  Jonathan  Drcsback,  were  elected 
trustees  of  the  Printing  Ei^tablishment^  W. 
R.  Rhinehart  was  elected  editor  of  the  Tel- 
escope, and  W.  Hanhy  general  book  ageat 
and  treasurer.  Thdse  details  may  be  of  little 
interest  to  the  general  reader,  yet  we  think 
it  necessary  that  they  be  given  in  a  work  of 
this  kind.* 

The  subject  of  the  greatest  interest,  how- 
ever, which  came  before  the  conference,  re- 
lated to  a  CoNSTiTUTiov  for  the  church.  It 
was  introduced  by  Mr.  Rhinehart  JIo  had 
drafted  a  Constitution,  and,  on  the  first  day 
of  the  session,  presented  it  to  the  conference, 
asking,  by  a  motion,  that  the  subject  be 
taken  up  and  considered.  This  motion,  aftw 
considerable  discussion,  was  adopted.  The 
matter  being  now  fairly  before  the  conference, 
on.  motion  of  Mr.  Hanby,  it  waa   "Resolved 
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that  a  Constitution  for  the  better  re|;:u|atiun 
of  the  church  be  adopted."  The  draft  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Rhinehart  was  then  read,  and 
examined,  by  items,  amended  as  d&sired,  aitd 
adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  confer- 
ence. 

The  conference,  however,  did  not  regard 
its  action  as  final,  or  as  at  all  binding  on  the 
church.  The  delegates  had  not  been  in- 
structed to  make  a  constitution;  and,  recogniz- 
ing themselves  as  only  the  Teprcscntatives 
and  servants  of  tlie  church,  they  caused  the 
instrument  to  be  printed,  accompanied  by  a 
circular,  calling  the  attention  of  the  church 
to  the  same,  and  asking  that  the  delegates)  to 
the  general  conference  of  1841  be  instructed 
to  adopt,  amend,  or  reject  the  same. 

It  was  also  agreed  that  to  the  general 
conference  of  1H41  Pennsylvania  eonfereDce 
should  send  4  delegates;  Virginia  2;  Scioto 
4;  Miami  3;  Wubjisli  2;  Indiana  3;  Mus- 
kiagum  2;  Sandusky  2.  These  figures  indi- 
cate, pretty  accurately,  the  relative  strength 
of  the  conferences  in  1837. 

Between  1837  and  1841,  the  church  wag 
favored  with  numerous  revivals  of  religion. 
The  columns  of  the  organ  of  the  church 
coDtain  numerous  notices  like  the  following:— • 
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"Mourners  pourod  forward  to  tbe  anxloiu 
bencbes,  it  was  supposcil,  to  the  aumber  of 
one  bundrod  or  more;  and  it  »)>|)e:ir4»d  as  fast 
03  the  Lord  bealcd  the  brokcn-hoarte^I,  the 
arrows  of  conviction  fastened  on  others.  Sev- 
uiity-tbreo  joined  church.  During  the  meet* 
ing  u  conversation  among  tbe  wickeU  wa^ 
ovcrbeanl  bv  one  of  tbe  brwtbren.  While 
&)1  wore  aatonisbed  at  the  work,  one  of  Uu- 
ojumber  pn)[)<i»od  t<)  tbe  t^onipany  that  tbej 
would  go  up  to  the  altar,  and  see  what  was 
lHoing  on;  another  obitcrvod  that  they  bad 
fcetter  stay  away;  for,  said  be,  'the  preachers 
^rc  so  well  skilled  in  their  biiininess  that 
itheir  voice  has  an  electrifying  intluvnce,  and 
if  people  get  ne-ar  tbom  they  will  be  so 
Jihocked  (hat  they  will  be  sure  to  Ml,'  so 
ibey  all  agreed  to  stay  away." — [^w.  Bant- 
■ifrake,  Miami  cmferenct^  1838. 

"Christian  prolVstfors  have  been  renewed. 
«nd  sinners  converted.  Within  the  short 
space  of  seven  weeks,  sixty  persona  have 
uniteil  with  the  churt-h;  and  we  trust  God 
has  cnrolle<l  their  nnnies  in  the  book  of 
-life." — (£.  Vat^eitmrl;  ikioto  conference,  183f*. 

"Our  third  prvtracted  meeting  was  held  at 
Greoncaatle,  Pa.  The  altar  was  crowded  with 
mourners,  and  many  weic  cntaneiiMted  from 
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alti.  Upwanl  uf  sixty  havu  united  witli  the 
church  since  miifeivnee.'' — [J.  Sitter,  Pennn^U 
irania^  1839. 

"Gotl  was  in  the  camp  day  and  night, 
from  the  oonimcnceuictit  to  the  close  of  the 
meeting.  Wo  had  tho  pleasure  of  seeing 
sinners  awakened,  mourners  converted,  back- 
sliders  roetaimod,  and  believers  annctified." — 
[/A  S.  Spfi^sanl,  Va.,  1840. 

"A  numl>er  were  brought  to  yield  to  the 
heavenly  influenees  (»f  the  Spirit  of  God.  Fif- 
ty-seven joined  ehureh  during  this  meeting.'' 
— [G.  A.  SAu^y,  UHir  Hoonsborough,  Md.,  1840. 

"Our  flltflr  M-as  erowdetl  with  mourners,  and 
many  were  eonvorted.  Sotne  were  converted, 
also,  at  their  homes,  wmc  in  the  woods;  and 
in  almost  every  direction  tho  criea  of  the 
distreatsed  were  heard.  Seventy  have  been 
received  into  tho  chureh,  and  the  work  is 
still  going  on." — [/'.  iVAttcom,  I^totsburp,  0., 
1840. 

'■The  meeting  continued  eight  days,  during 
which  time  eighty  souls  were  happily  convert- 
ed to  God.  Seventy  of  this  number  joined 
church." — [Ja8.^/c(Ta■u\  Mxisl-in^um.  confereRfCf 
1840. 

To  the  old  church  in  Baltimore  fifty  mem- 
bers were  added,  during  a  revival  in  1840.- 
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In  In<liaiia,  in  1839,  at  Abington,  thirty 
were  adtitnl  to  the  chureb ;  at  u  caiuj>-ineeting 
in  Wayne  Co.  there  were,  it  ia  bulieved, 
tjventy-fivo  conrersions,  and  fifty  wore  added 
to  the  church;  and  on  Flat  Kw^k  circuit 
there  were,  during  the  same  year,  two  hun- 
dred accc:^iona.  These  are  given  only  aa 
•pocimons  from  the  correspondence  of  the  la- 
borers in  the  vincvard. 

During  the  year  1838  one  of  the  venerable 
gupcrintendents  of  the  church  was  taken  from, 
the  responsible  post  assigned  him,  to  his  re- 
ward. His  character  and  servicoa  demand 
more  than  a  passing  notice.  Reference  ia  had 
to  bishop  Heistand. 

Sa-MORL  Hr[staxd  was  born  in  Shenan- 
doah (now  Page)  Co.,  Va.,  March  3r<l,  1781. 
His  parents  belongwl  to  the  Kcnewod  United 
Brethren,  commonly  known  as  Moravians.* 
His  mother  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and 
was  a  woman  of  more  than  ordinary  intel- 
ligence and  piety.  Tie  was  the  youngest  of 
nix  sons.  Two  of  his  brothers,  Abraham  and 
John,  were  mini:jter»  In  the  United  Brethren 
church;  the  iirst  named  waa  a  man  of  much 
ability  and   influence.      When    quite  young, 

*  TIiIh  fiiol,  vith   Did^l  oikor*  rolnlii'g  to  bii  |iKnon>l  bislocy.  Ia 
•buliiml   frum   Uiitcn  [ruRi  TobiM  and  Manuel  Ueinuuil,  filed  it 
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Samuel  experienced  religion ;  but,  like  too 
many,  he  lost  bis  lirst  luvc.  In  1806,  abuut 
two  years  after  his  removal  to  Ohio,  he  was 
aruUBcd  from  his  partially  backslidden  &tat«, 
under  the  preaching  of  that  faithful  man  of 
God,  George  Beiiedum.  He  soon  juinetl  Mr. 
Benedum  att  a  pioneer  evangelist,  in  the  wilds 
of  Ohio,  and  was  nicknamed  Mr.  B.'s  "ap- 
prentice." Ho  oould  hardly  have  been  placed 
under  a  bctttr  niaatcr.  He  wns  licensed  to 
exhort,  by  the  Miami  c-onfercnce,  in  181!),  and 
to  preach  in  1830.  He  proved  to  be  a  very 
of&cicnt  itinerant  preacher,  and  shared,  until 
thoduy  of  hia  death,  largely  in  the  confidence 
of  his  bnithnsn. 

He  was  secretary  of  the  third  general  con- 
ference, was  a  delegate  to  the  fourth,  and 
al.to  to  the  sixth,  which  convened  in  lUtaa 
Co.,  in  1833,  at  which  he  was  chosen  to  the 
superin tendency,  in  connectioD  with  Henry 
Kumler,  sen.,  to  tilt  the  place  made  vacant 
by  the  death  of  Christian  Newcomer. 

He  took  an  active  and  leading  [tart  in  the 
bu-^ineas  and  labors  of  the  church,  from  1821 
to  the  period  of  his  death  in  1838,  as  the 
records  of  the  Scioto  annual,  and  of  the  gen- 
eral, conference  show,  lie  was  warmly  at- 
tached   to    evangelical    religion,    took    great 
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interest  iu  tlic  benevolent  operations  vi  the 
church,  posscitsciL  an  earnest  missionary  spirit, 
heartily  espoused  the  cause  of  the  religious 
Ijrcss,  then  feeble  and  poor  in  our  church, 
and  was  op[H)»e(l  to  slavery  and  to  secret  so- 
cieties, especially  to  Freemasonry. 

The  laat  general  conference  which  be  at 
tended,  and  by  which  he  was  re-electod  biah* 
op,  wad,  perhaps,  quite  as  im|>ortant,  in  the 
influence  it  exerted  upon  the  cause,  as  any 
which  has  been  held.  He  opened  the  con* 
fercrtce  with  a  sermon  which  moved  many  to 
tears;  and  he  entered  into  the  important  bus- 
iness which  rame  up  with  rather  more  than 
his  accustomed  earnestness.  On  the  9th  of 
October,  1838,  he  died.  Until  a  short  time 
prior  to  his  death  he  retained  his  wonted 
rigor  and  strength  of  mind.  In  conversatioa 
with  hia  brother  Joseph,  four  days  previous 
to  his  demise,  he  .said  that  ho  had,  during 
the  day,  '"felt  the  sweet  drawings  of  heaven 
more  powerfully  than  ever  before;*'  and  after 
speech  had  failed  him,  the  name  "heaven," 
pronounced  in  his  hearing,  would  cause  hi» 
face  to  be  Ht  up  with  a  smile. 

He  was  a  man  of  excellent  social  qualities, 
warmly  attached  to  his  large  family  and  ha 
country  home,    noted  for  his  hospitality,  no 
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one  evet  goin;E;  away  hun^y  from  hfs  door. 
Cheerful  even  to  vivacity,  like  all  men  of 
such  temperament,  he 'was  subject  to  seasons 
of  reaction  from  thoi  zenith  of  bliss  to  the 
depths  of  despoiidenpy. 

The  eighth  general  conforenco  met  May  lOth, 
1841,  at  Dresback's  church,  Pickaway  Co.,  0. 
H.  Kumler  and  Jacob  Erb  were  in  attend*- 
anoe;  and  also  the  fnllowing  delegates:— 

Pennsylvania  conference: — J.  Kussel,  Jacob 
Roop. 

Virginia   conferenct: — J.    J.    Glosabreimer, 
W.  a  Coureev. 

Muskingum   conference:— A.  Diddle,  James 
McGaw. 

SattdutAy  a»^erence:  —  ll.    G.    Spayth,   Q-., 
Hiskey. 

AUfighany  conference: — J.  Ritter,  is.  Miller... 

Scioto  conference: — William  Hastings,  John 
Coons,  J.  Montgomery,  E.  Vandemark. 

Miami  conference: — Henry  Kumler,  jr.,  F. 
Whitcom. 

Indiana  conference: — Henry  Itonebrake,  Jos. 
A.  Ball,  J.  G.  Eckels. 

Wabash  conference: — Josiah  Davis,  William 
Davis. 

After  the   preliminary   buaioesa   was   dis- 
posed of,  the  subject  of  a  constitution  >va» 
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again  Introduced,  and  discussed  with  more 
warmtli  than  ever.  At  lengtU  a  vote  was 
taken,  which  resulted  in  favor  of  a  conatitu-  M 
tion;  and  a  coinmittee,  com|lOs^^d  of  one  dele- 
gate from  each  confercnt*,  rei^rted  a  ooosti- 
iution,  aubstautially  the  one  that  had  been 
before  the  church  for  four  years,  which  was, 
after  some  slight  amcndiiiout^,  adopted.  As 
the  reader  will  be  pleased  to  see  it  In  these 
pages,  wc  quote  it  entire; — 

CONSTITUTION. 

We,  the  members  of  the  Church  of  the 
United  Bretkukn  in  Christ,  in  the  name 
of  God,  do,  for  the  perfecting  of  the  saints, 
for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edifying 
of  the  body  of  Christ,  as  well  as  to  produce 
and  secure  a  uniform  mode  of  action,  in  faith 
and  practice,  also  to  define  the  powers  and 
the  business  of  quarterly,  annual  and  general 
conferences,  as  recognizeil  by  this  church,  or- 
dain the  following  articles  of  Constitutios. 

Article  I. 

Secticn  1.  All  ecclesiastical  power  herein 
granted,  to  make  or  repeal  any  rule  of  dis- 
cipline, is  vested  in  a  general  conference^ 
vhicb  shall  consUt  of  elders,  elected  by  the 
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members  in  every  conference  district  through- 
out the  society' i  provided  however,  such  ciders 
shall  have  stood  in  that  capacity  three  years 
in  the  conference  district  to  which  they  belong. 

Sec.  2.  Gcnerid  conference  is  to  be  hold 
every  four  years;  the  bishops  to  be  considered 
mombors,  and  presiding  officers. 

Sec.  3.  Each  annual  conference  shall  place 
before  the  society  the  names  of  all  the  elders 
eligible  to  meuibership  in  the  general  con- 
ference. 

Article  II. 

Section  1.  The  general  conforenco  shall  de- 
fine the  boundaries  of  the  annual  conferences. 

Sec.  2.  The  general  conference  shall,  at 
every  session,  elect  bishops  from  among  the 
elders  throughout  the  church,  who  have  stood 
six  years  in  that  capacity. 

Sec.  3.  The  buaines.")  of  each  annual  con- 
ference shall  be  done  strictly  according  to 
discipline;  and  any  annual  conference  acting 
contrary  thereunto,  shall,  by  impeachment,  bo 
tried  by  the  general  conference. 

Sec.  4.  No  rule  or  ordinance  shall  at  any 
time  be  paaacul,  to  change  or  do  away  the 
confession  of  faith  as  it  now  stands,  nor  to 
destroy  the  itinerant  plan. 
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See.  6.  There  shall  no  rale  be  adopted  that 
Till  infringo  upon  the  rights  of  any  aa  it  re> 
lates  to  the  mode  of  baptism,  the  sacrament 
of  the  Loral's  supper,  or  the  washing  uf  fect. 

Sec.  6,  There  shall  be  no  rule  made  that  will 
deprix'e  local  preachers  of  their  votes  in  the  an- 
nual conferences  to  which  they  severally  belongs 

Sec.  7.  There  shall  \te  no  connection  wtUi 
gecret  combinations,  nor  shall  inrohmtary  »er- 
vittide  be  tolerated  in  any  way. 

Sec.  8.  The  right  of  appeal  shall  be  in- 
violate. 

AariCLE  ill. 

The  nght,  title,  interest,  and  claim  of  all 
property,  whether  consisting  in  lota  of  ground, 
meeting-housofl,  legacies,  beijuosts  or  doDations 
of  any  kind,  obtained  by  purchase  or  other- 
wise, by  any  person  or  (persons,  for  the  use, 
benefit,  and  behoof  of  the  church  of  the 
United  Brethren  in  Christ,  is  hereby  fully 
recognized  and  held  to  be  the  property  of  the 
church  aforesaid. 


ARricLK  IV. 


There  shall  bo  no  alteration  of  the  forego- 
ing Constitution,  unless  by  request  of  tWO^ 
thirds  of  the  whole  society.     May  10.  IMl. 


^ 


VNITBD    BRETURBN    IK    CHRIST.    333 

W.  Hanby  waa  el&cted  editor  of  the  Tel- 
esoopo,  and  George  and  JonatJian  Dresbaek, 
and  W.  Leisl,  trustees.  A  parent  missionary 
hoard  was  elected,  and  it  was  resolved  that  a 
German  paper  bo  cstablishi^l  in  Baltimore. 
II.  Kunilcr,  son.,  and  Jacob  Erb,  were  ro. 
elected  bishops,  and  II.  Kumler,  jun.,  and 
John  Coons,  wore  also  elected  to  the  general 
auperintondeney,  Tho  session  continued  ten 
days,  an<i   waa  n  remarkably  pleasant  one. 

IIknky  Kumi-eh,  jiiii.,  one  of  the  ncwiy-elcct* 
ed  bishops,  was  born  in  Lancaster  Cu.,  Pa.,  Jan. 
IGtb,  1801;  converted  to  God  in  his  14th  year, 
and  elected  leader  of  a  class;  received  license 
to  preach  in  1819;  spent  sixteen  very  unhappy 
years  in  a  half-local  relation;  entered  the  itin- 
eracy, without  reserve,  in  1836;  was  elected 
presiding  elder  in  the  Miami  conference  in 
1836;  which  offieo  he  filled  until  his  election 
to  the  inuperin tendency,  in  1841.  He  has 
served  as  missionary  in  the  Maumco  country, 
in  south-western  Missouri,  and  in  Nebraska; 
and  ho  is  now  devoting  himself,  in  his  old 
age,  with  undiminished  seal  and  industry,  to 
tho  toilsome  German  mission  work.  No 
church  has  over  had  a  more  persevering  serr- 
vant.  As  a  superintendent,  from  1841  to  1845, 
his  influence  was  excellent. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 


THF    lirOHER  CHKISTIAK    LIFE. 


Let  us  now  Uirn   our  attention   from  tbo 
outwurd  to  the    inward    life  of  the   church — 
to  tbnt  higher  Christian   life,  the    bare   men- 
tion  of   which    makes  the    heart    beat   more 
quickly.     Enoch  walktul  with  God  three  hund- 
red  yeiirs;   ami    in    every   age    since   Enoch, 
pcraons  have  lived  wlio  have  attained  to  such 
eminence  in  holiness,  that  their  example  and 
tlieir    words    stir    the   soul    with    a    peculiar 
power.     We  have  all  felt  that  Tiothing  is  *> 
eloquent    as    a    holy    life.      Who    can,    rea<l 
Thomas  a  Kempis,  Madame  Guyon,  Madame 
C2ttharine  Adorna,  Fletcher,  Upham,  or  Mra. 
Pnlinor,    without    feeling    a    hungering    and 
thirsting  after  riia;liteousues3  which  no  ordi* 
nary  experience  or  attainment  csm  satisfy? 

In  the  year  1844,  a  revival  of  the  spirit  of 
holiness  was  coninience^l  in  our  church  which 
is  interesting  iu  its  character,  and  which  has, 
without   doubt,   exerted  a  wide-spread  infla> 
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encc  upon  the  religious  life  of  many  [>oople. 
We  coH  it  a  rcvivnl,  because  the  fathers  be- 
licreU  that  the  blood  of  Jesus  clcanseth  from 
all  sin;  and  many  of  them  tested  by  exper- 
ience, and  boldly  preached,  the  doctrine  of  a 
present  and  full  Balvation.  Mr.  Otterbein 
entertained  the  moat  enlarged  views  of  the 
power  of  God  to  save  unto  the  uttcrinosl ;  and 
probably  few  men  havo  sustained  the  doctrine 
he  preached  by  a  purer  life.  In  a  letter  to 
an  enemy  of  this  doctrine  he  said: — 

"You  ash  what  sanctiliration  is,  and  what 
comes  to  pass  thereby.  Here  the  best  for  us 
to  do  vrould  be,  that  we  both  pray  for  the  spirit 
of  sanclifleation,  since  before  then  we  can  not, 
by  any  means,  comprcliciid  it.  The  word  of 
G(kI  speaks,  however,  concerning  the  subject, 
plainly  enough,  malting  a  dlfTerence  between 
justifiention  and  .sanctitication.  And  this  dif- 
ference accords  also  with  reason;  for,  is  it  not 
ono  thing  when  Pharoah  takes  Joseph  from 
prison,  and  another  when  ho  enrobes  him  in 
kingly  apparel,  and  seta  him  a  prince  over 
the  whole  land  of  Kgypt?" 

And  bishop  Newcomer,  who  was  a  leading 
evangelist  in  the  church  from  1780  to  1830, 
was  a  preacher  and  a  witness  of  this  blessed 
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truth.    Of  an   early  period  in  hia   Christian 
expenence  he  writes:-^  d 

"Si>  I  went  on  alternately,  sometimes  hap- 
py, at  other   times  not  so;    at  times   full   of 
spirit  and  courage,  at  other  limes  disheart- 
ened; but  whenever  I  had  a  longing  desire 
to  find  Jesus  precious  to  my  soul,  he  would 
manifent  hiiiuelf  to  me,  by  blessing  me;  then 
I  was  ready  to  do  and  suffer  for  Jesus'  sake    _ 
all  things.    •    •     •     In  this  manner  I  went    | 
on  for  some  time,  believing  it  to  be  tho  will 
of  God  concerning  me,  to  enter  the  kingflom 
of  heaven  through  severe  trials  and  manifold 
tribulations.     However,  my  opinion  was  soon 
changed  on  this  point,  for  reading,  'The  king- 
dom of  God  is  not  meat  or  drink,  but  right- 
eousness, peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  GhosL' 
I  concluded  with  Uie  poet: 

'Vhy  »huuld  tha  obiUna  al  k  kinf, 
Oa  inourning  all  tbctt  drnjaT' 

So  I  determinetl  by  grace  divine,  to  obtain 
that  i>erfect  lovo  which  casteth  out  fear,  and 
is  able  tu  rejoioo  in  tribulation,  and  say, 
'Although  thou  alay  mo,  yet  will  1  praise 
thee.'  " — Journai,  p.  12. 

He  seems  to  have  lived  fifty  years  in  a 
atato  of  constant  communion  with  God,  and 
complete    consecration    to    him.     "My  poor 
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soul,"  he  writw,  "will  rely  on  thee,  and  thee 
alone;  in  tbee  will  I  put  my  trust,  and  clwm 
all  thy  prombcs  for  my  own.  Only  teach 
me  to  submit  totally  to  thy  will,  and  prepare 
me  fully  for  eternal  glory."  Again  he  writes; 
"0  Lord,  mg  all  is  tkine.'^ — Journal,  p.  311. 

It  is  not  of  a  new  doctrine  then,  that  we 
apeak,  or  of  a  now  experience,  but  of  an  old 
doctrine — old  as  the  fathers,  nay,  old  aa  tfao 
Bible.     But  to  the  revival. 

During  the  year  1844,  Jesse  Wilson,  a 
pious  minister  of  the  Scioto  conference,  while 
sinking  rapidly  under  consumption,  obtained 
what  he  regarded  as  the  blessing  of  entire 
sanrtitioation.  On  Christmas  day,  a  few  weeks 
previous  to  his  death,  while  praying  in  the 
house  of  a  neighbor,  ho  was  led  out  in  an 
unusual  manner  for  the  blessing  which  ho 
had  long  sought,  and  which  he  believed  might 
be  obtained  by  fitith.  lie  seemed  to  forget  the 
friends  who  were  about  him,  and  to  talk  with 
God  aa  if  alone  with  him.  "With  every  sen- 
tence uttere*!,  his  confidence  seemed  to  increase, 
until  ho  was  enabled  to  claim  the  promiae. 
in  an  instant  he  cried  out  with  tears,  "I 
have  got  it!  O  Lord,  I  will  praise  thcc,^ 
I  will  confess  thee!"  From  that  hour  until 
bis  decease,  he  preached  to  all  who  visited 
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him  upon  the  subject  of  lioline^s,  and  m&ny 
were  convinced  and  led  into  the  possession 
of  the  bleasing  through  his  instrumentality. 

A  few  days  after  Jesse  Wilson  professed 
the  blessing,  David  Edwarus,  then  stationed 
preacher  in  Cirdeville,  att«u  claimed  it;  and, 
as  he  was  the  principal  instrument  employed  ■ 
in  carrying  forward  this  work,  and  was  for 
many  years  its  most  prominent  advocate,  the 
reader  will  be  pleased,  no  doubt,  to  see  his 
eiperience,  at  length,  in  these  pages. 

"My  parents,"  says  Mr.  E.,  "were  strict 
Presbyterians,  and  taught  me  to  pray  r^a- 
larly  night  and  morning,  from  my  earliest 
reooHection.  They  also  taught  me  the  neces- 
sity of  a  change  of  heart  through  (aiih  in 
Ciirist  At  about  seven  years  of  age,  I 
Was  impressed  that  I  would  be  called  to  the 
ministry.  From  this  time  forward,  I  sought 
the  Lord  in  secret,  and  led  a  moral  life.  In 
the  Sabbath-school,  aa  well  as  under  the 
preaching  of  God's  word,  I  would  often  weep, 
and  pray  earnestly  fur  the  pardon  of  my  sins, 
— but  I  obstinately  refu8e<l  to  offer  myself 
fur  church  membershiji,  until  houiq  time  in 
the  winter  of  1834,  white  attending  a  revival 
meeting  among  the  United  Brethren  in  Faii^ 
field  Co.,  0.,  I  became  agiiin  powerfully  con- 
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victed.  And  having  an  inn|>resBion  that  this 
would  be  my  last  call,  I  resolved  to  com- 
mence seeking  for  life,  and  to  leave  no  means 
unemployed.  I  joined  the  United  Brethren 
church,  as  a  seeker,  and  a  little  over  three 
months  after,  obtained  a  clear  and  satisfac- 
tory evidence  of  my  acceptance  "with  God. 
This  occurred  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  of 
May,  in  the  house  of  Jacob  Uullcnback. 

"A  short  time  after  this  I  felt  that  I  needed 
a  more  thorough  renovation  of  spirit.  At 
times  I  felt  the  remains  of  shame,  pride,  un- 
belief, and  many  forms  of  selfishness  in  my 
heart,  which  pjtined  mo  exi-eedingly.  About 
tliis  time  the  writings  of  AVcsley,  Flet<*her, 
Clarke,  and  Watson,  and  the  biographies  of 
Rome  of  the  early  W'esleyan  preachers,  fell 
into  my  hands.  These  in  the  providence  of 
God  were  made  a  great  blessing  to  me.  I 
Wcnme  satisfied  (hat  there  was  fur  me,  for 
all,  a  more  coni|)Icte  salvation  than  that  gen- 
erally possessed,  and  Iwgan  in  earnest  to  seek 
it.  I  sought  help  from  older  brethren;  but 
alas,  nearly  all  with  whom  I  conversed  dis- 
couraged mc.  1  still  contended  for  the  doc- 
trine, and  sought  the  blessing  by  reading, 
prayer,  and  fasting,  and  by  efforts  to  conse- 
crate myself  to  God.     I  found  by  searching 
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tho  Scriptures,  that  the  commandn,  provis- 
ions, promises  and  inspired  prayers,  all  com- 
bined to  hold  forth  a  full  salvation — Buch  a 
saU'ation  as  I  did  not  possess;  and  hence  I 
became  more  and  more  confirmed  in  tho  con- 
viction that  it  was  my  duty  and  privilege  to 
attain  to  such  a  state,  though  few  among  my 
immediate  associates  sympathized  with  me. 
Thus  I  continued  till  the  year  1843,  when  I 
had  for  a  colleague  Bro.  Jesse  Wilson,  who 
was  a  firm  boliorer  in  tho  doctrine,  having 
once  eryoyed  the  blessing.  Wo  both  com- 
menced anew  to  seek  definitely  for  it^  and 
preached  it  as  clearly  as  we  could  without 
ery'oying  it.  And  although  we  failed,  that 
year,  to  obtain  it  ourselves,  yet  a  number  of 
the  members  on  the  circuit  did  enter  the 
glorious  rest,  some  of  whom  witnessed  a  good 
profession  before  many  witnesses  till  called 
home  to  be  with  Jesus.  Bro.  Wilson  em- 
braced the  blessing  on  Christmas  day  1844 
— just  eight  days  before  I  was  enabled  to 
claim  it — and  was  in  a  few  weeks  taken  up 
to  glory. 

"The  following  arc  some  of  the  particulars 
of  my  experience  concerning  the  reception  of 
the  Spirit's  witness.  Wlien  I  was  placed  en 
the  Circlerille  station,  having  always  before 
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traveled  lar;ge  circuittf,  1  thought  this  year 
I  would  have  time  to  reiid  anil  pray  more, 
and  must  obtain  the  victory  my  soul  longed 
for.  I  accordingly  sought  it  uiosl  earnestly, 
day  and  night,  in  public  and  private.  But 
the  more  earucatly  I  sought,  the  farther  1 
seemed  from  the  object  of  my  pursuit.  My 
heart  seemed  full  of  all  lunnner  of  evil,  al- 
though I  was  generully  greutly  blest  iti  preach- 
ing, and  my  oulwani  life  was  iia  regular 
as  ever  it  was  before  or  sinee.  1  had  meet- 
ings appointed  especially  to  seek  for  holiness, 
and  many  of  the  members  s\Tn|»athized  with 
me,  and  attended  the  niei-tings. 

"On  the  second  of  January,  184.5,  having  an 
appointment  a  few  miles  in  the  countrj',  I 
started  about  sundown,  exceedingly  oppressed 
with  a  senae  of  my  unworthiness  and  unho* 
liness.  While  reflecting  upon  how  poorly 
qualified  1  was  with  such  an  unholy  heart,  to 
preach  a  pure  gospel  to  others,  it  was  sug- 
gested:^ 

"  'You  have  been  seeking  a  clean  heart  for 
ten  years,  and  you  arc  further  from  it  now 
than  ever  before.  You  had  better  now  give 
it  up,  and  no  longer  make  a  fool  of  yourself 
and  exiHJso  yourself  to  persecution.  Why  not 
live  peaceably  as  most  other  Christian.-*  live?' 
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*'I  answered,  *God  aays,  Be  ye  iol^,  and  it 
18  (ilaicily  luY  duty  to  act:k.  it  and  obtain  it, 
whether  others  do  or  not.' 

"The  uext  suggestion  was — for  by  this  tUao 
the  thoughts  presented  to  my  mind  occupied 
my  entire  attention,  as  much  so  as  if  I  hod 
heard  an   audible  voice,—' If   it   is   by    faith, 
yuu  uiay  have  it  now  before  you  preach,'  and 
I  began  to  pray.     In  an  instant  these  word} 
woro  presented  to  my  mind  as  never  before; 
'Ask,  and  receive.'     'Why,  Lonl,'  said  I,  'I 
have  asked  a  thousand  times.'      'True,'  said 
the  same  inward  voice,  'You  asked,  but  you 
have  not  received  or  taken  the  offered  blets- 
ii^.'     I  at  once  saw  the  <lif&cuUy.      At  thai 
instant  a  revelation  was  given  upon  the  sub- 
ject of   faith  which  was  worth   more   to  me 
than  all  tlie  theology   I   ever  read  upon   it, 
I 'remembered  many  a  time  in  my  former 
history  when  the   blessing  was  in   reach — I 
eould,  as  it  wcro,  see  it,  and  almost  say,  it  is 
mint.     But  this   receivinfj  faith  was   wanting. 
I  saw  the  blessing  held  out,  and  with    melt- 
ing heart  and  tearful  eyes,  said,  'Lord,  I  do 
receive — /  am  tMnt  ami  tAott  art  miner     It 
was  enough — my  heart  was  filled  with   lovo, 
and  I  said  'Glory  to  Gotl!'    That  was  a  great , 
turning  point  in  my  religious  life,      i   had.j 


UNITED    BRETHREN     IX    CHRIST.   343 

from  that  hour  a  depth  of  i>eare,  a  constancy  of 
faith,  and  a  clcaruess  of  views  uf  Dii'ine  Prov- 
idence never  before  enjoyed.  "Whatever  in- 
consistences may  have  mnrkfd  my  life  since 
that  time,  I  am  convinced  that  the  above  was 
a  real  and  Scriptural  expt'rience.  And  my 
only  regret  now  is,  aflor  nearly  sixteen  years, 
that  I  have  not  made  more  proficiency  in  it, 
and  lived  it  out  more  porfrctly.  But  to-day 
X  stand  upon  the  same  platform,  and  the 
merciful  Savior  who  saved  me  then,  kindly 
pardons  all  past  delinquencies,  and  is  still 
the  strength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion 
for  ever.    Glory  to  Aii  Mf/  nam«." 

After  Mr.  KdwardH  had  enU-red  into  pos- 
aeasion  of  the  higher  lifr,  ho  became  a  very 
iseaUiua  and  successful  teacher  of  the  doctrine. 
Mr.  Hanby,  then  odit^^r  of  the  organ  of  the 
church,  and  about  thirty  of  the  most  efficient 
preachers,  together  with  a  largo  numlnir  of 
Ibe  laymen,  of  the  Sciot/)  conference,  made  a 
public  profession  of  the  Messing;  and  a  few 
months  after  Mr.  EdwanLs  experienced  the 
blessing,  he  was  elected  editor  of  the  Heligious 
Telescope.  In  this  position  he  had  the  car 
of  the  whole  church;  and  tu  Ihe  advocacy  of 
the  doctrine  of  entire  sanctitication,  as  a  dis- 
linct  blcissing,  he  brought  all  the  nrtlor  which 
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a  firm  faith,  and  a  freali  oxijorience  ean  give. 

Through  Ihw  means  the  revival  spread 
iiilo  other  eoiifcrenw!*,  aud  in  many  places 
preachers  and  people  beeoine  interesivd  in 
the  subject,  and  witnessM  were  raised  up. 
Not  content  with  the  columns  of  the  church 
paper,  Mr.  Edwards,  in  18-W>,  prepared  and 
publi.<)hed  a  volume  of  256  pages,  entitled 
"THJi  Perfect  Ciiristux;  or,  a  Condensod 
View  of  Bible  Iloliuess  as  taught  in  the 
Scriptures,"  a  work  which,  although  very 
poorly  {u-inted,  had  (juite  an  extensive  sale. 

Numerous  objections  ivore  raised  to  the  views 
urged  by  Mr.  Edwartla.  Many  tonteuded  that 
the  new  birth  effects  a  cumpleto  puriticution 
of  the  heart;  and  that  growth  only  is  required 
subsequent  to  that  change.  Some  argued  thai 
entire  sanctitication  is  a  gradual  work,  and 
that  it  is  seldom,  if  ever,  consummated  until 
the  close  of  life.  Others,  agreeing  that  the 
high  state  of  grace  described  as  entire  sanc- 
titication  might  be  obtained,  looked  with  dis- 
fiivor  upon  its  iirofcssion. 

The  general  influence  of  the  movement 
vms  highly  bene6cial.  As  all  agreed  that 
conversion  was  only  the  commcnccnjent  of  the 
Christian  life, — that  there  were  within  the 
Christian's  reach   very   high  attaiomenta    in 
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holiness — many  why  disagreed  with  Mr.  E. 
on  some  minor  puinU,  were  excited  by  the 
discussion  to  take  higher  ground.  The  in- 
ward life  was  more  assiduuutily  cultivated; 
and  an  idea,  not  new,  but  brought  out  with 
i-cmarkabLc  ditfliuctucs^  in  this  discussion, 
became  ii:Ecd  in  the  fuilb  and  in  the  phrase* 
ology  of  the  church, — we  mean  the  idea  of 
immediate  and  entire  a/nsecration  to  God. 

And  the  time  whc-u  utt]>ccial  prominence 
was  giveu  to  this  idea  was  opportune.  A 
church  which  had  been  lung  nurtured,  and 
carefully  preserved  from  the  popular  sine  of 
the  timea,  was  about  commencing  au  unwont^ 
ed  expansion;  her  numbers  were  soon  to  b& 
doubltxl  and  ti'cbleU ;  and  she  was  to  assume 
new  and  enlarged  rosponsibilitiea,  and  her 
principles — her  faitlifulueas  to  the  truth- 
were  to  bo  thoroughly  ttstcd. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

THE  CHURCH  IN  IOWA — BURNS,  THOUP,  SKLI-EftS, 
EVEKUA.KT,    AJ«D   BTBD — DE8   MOINES,  MO. 

'lovA,  a  part  of  tlio  vast  tract  of  couDtry 
purchased  from  France  in  1803,  under  the 
general  name  of  Louisiana,  was  separated 
from  Wiscoiwin,  and  or^nizai  as  a  ti^rritorv 
in  1838.  Two  years  before  the  organisation 
of  the  territor)'  of  Iowa,  John  Rurn^  a 
Caithfut  local  minister  of  the  United  Rrcthren 
rhnroli,  crossed  the  Misaiwtippi,  and  eetlled 
ill  Ijcc  Co.,  Iowa.  About  the  same  time 
CHiuaTiAN  Thoup,  a  mini-stcr  of  the  Waljash 
conference,  a  good  and  true  man,  settled  in 
Linn  county,  whore  he  sowed  imperishable 
-seed.  These  two  venerable  ministers  were, 
no  far  as  we  know,  the  pioneer  missionaries 
of  the  United  Brethren  church,  west  of  the 
Mississippi.  They  both  commenced  to  preach, 
opening  and  sustaining  regular  appointment*, 
■and  supporting  themselves  with  the  labor  of 
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their   owu   hands.    They  did   not,  however, 
orgauise  any  societies  iiiiuiuiiiaU;!) . 

In  1840  Mr.  Ryan,  a  In^mnn,  settled  iu 
Henry  county,  lie  found  biniaelf  without 
the  wM-idy  of  United  UrcUirLii,  ynd  with- 
out religions  society  of  any  kind.  Swearing, 
drinking,  and  dancing,  were  the  prevalent  sins 
of  the  country  about  him.  Muiiitiiiniiig  ki» 
integrity,  he  longed  for  thu  eslablisbmcnt  of 
jx'ligioiis  worship,  and  was  inovctl,  m  he  be- 
lieved, by  tlic  Spirit,  to  preacli.  At  length 
■a  disaifcctcd  Mormon  visited  tlie  neighborhood 
and  preached.  Mr.  Ilynn  attended;  and  while 
thei-e  he  met  a  father  Edgington,  who  staled 
that  ho  had  beon  in  Iowa  tliiTC  or  four  year?, 
»nd  that  before  that  day  he  had  not  had  au 
opportunity  of  attending  public  worship.  "  He 
jifikfd  nie,"  aays  Mr.  Ryan,  "if  1  belonged  tti 
ITinklcs'  (the  semi^Mormon)  church?  I  re- 
jdiod,  I  belong  to  the  United  Brethren. 
He  clapped  his  hands,  and  thanked  God 
that  he  bad  found  a  United  Brethren  in 
Iowa  I  'They  had,'  he  said,  'prcachetl  at  his 
house  in  Ohio;'  and  he  invited  me  to  establish 
an  appointment  at  his  house  in  Iowa."  The 
appointment  was  made,  and  on  the  fourth 
Sunday  in  October,  1941,  the  nucleus  of  a 
daes  was  formed.      "I  opened  the  doom  of 
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the  church,"  writes  Mr.  11.,  "and  luther  and 
mother  Kdgington  gave  me  their   hands  u 
iD(!mljere  of  tb«  church;  and  thero   we  ov- 
i-nanted  with   God  to  iiray  for  a  revival 
religion,  a.nd  that  the  Lord  would   send 
United    Urelhren   jireachent."      At   the  neil 
apituintmciit  three  otliers  joined;    aud  soin 
after  four   others.      The  work   of  the   Lonl 
iioM-   broke  out  in  a  jfowerful  manner;   awl 
Bome  uf  the  most  hardeiiml  sinners  in  father 
Kdgiiigton's    ueigliborhoud    vrere    oonverte^H 
Sometimes  the  meeting  continued  until  three  ' 
ill  the  morning.     During  tliis  first  revival  in 
our  church  in  lows,  nine  were  received  into 
the  church;  and  among  the  number  vras  the 
fiddler,  well  known  as  the  leader  of  the  rude 
dances  so  common  and  so  pernicious  in  fron- 
tier life.      Hunting,  and  shooting,  and   card- 
|da}ing  on  Sundays  now  censed  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  the  people  were  drawn   to  the 
house  of  the  Lonl — tJten,  It  is  true,  u  fron- 
tier cabin.    Lewis  Hoffman  was  elected  leader 
of  the  class.     In   the  month  of  March,  1842, 
the  members  of  this  clajsa,  he^iring  of  Chris- 
tian Troup  for  the  first  time,  sent  fur  himf 
to  "come  over  and  help  them."     He  promptly 
responded  to  the  call;   visite<i  them   on  the 
Ist  of  April;  remained  a  week;  received  sij 
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more  members  into  the  church;  which  num- 
ber, added  to  the  twenty-oight  received  by 
Mr.  Ryan,  made  thirty-four,  in  all.  He  also 
ratified,  as  a  regular  minister  of  the  church, 
what  had  been  done.  This,  it  appears,  was 
the  first  class  of  United  Brethren  organizwi 
in  lows.  Mr.  Troup  also  gave  Mr.  Ryan 
a  permit  to  preach,  and  appointed  a  quar- 
terly meeting,  tn  be  held  May  lOth,  1842, 
at  Yankee  Grove,  Linn  county. 

In  April,  1839.  A.  A.  Sellers,  a  native 
of  Virginin,  who  had  for  some  time  resided 
in  Indiiinn  and  Illinnis,  settled  in  Leo  Co.. 
Iowa.  He  hrtd  nnt  received  license  to  preach, 
but  believml  it  to  lie  his  duty  to  labor  ns 
a  minister  in  the  vineyard;  and  being  bold, 
zealous,  and  enterprising,  and  of  ardent  tem- 
perament^  he  became  a  valuable  co-laborer  of 
Mr.  Iturns.  Uniting  their  labors,  they  en- 
largcd  the  field  opened  by  Mr.  Burns,  and 
comnienL*ed  holding  two-day  meetings  in  va- 
rious places ;  in  T.iee  and  Henry  counties  prin- 
cipally. 

In  1B41  JoHK  KvERHART,  a  devoted  scrr. 
ant  of  God,  was  tninsferred  from  the  In- 
diana to  the  Wabash  conference;  and  as  that 
conference  then  extended  westward  to  the 
setting  sun,  Mr.  R.  selected  the  newly-oprened 
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territory  of  Iowa  m  his  field  of  misaiontij 
toil.  He  went  to  his  mi:«8ion,  as  many  ot 
our  pioneers  have  gone,  without  one  cent  of 
missionary  money  in  hia  pm-ket,  and  with 
little  hope  of  obtaining  any.  But  he  had 
a  mind  to  work,  although  he  was  obliged 
to  earn  his  bread  by  breaking  the  prairies. 
In  1842  Mr.  Burns,  having  an  appointment 
at  Montrose,  in  Leo  county,  met  Mr.  Etcp^^ 
hart  for  the  first  time.  They  united  their 
labors  at  Montrose,  where  they  formed  a  so- 
ciety. 

In  1842  F.  R.  S.  Ryrd,  of  the  Scioto  con- 
ference, emigrated  to  the  new  territory,  and 
settled  in  Ilcnry  county.  lie  set  about  the 
work  of  the  Lord  immediately,  and  on  the  M 
24th  of  the  same  month  of  his  arrival,  oi^ 
ganizcd  the  second  clas.**,  so  far  as  we  know, 
of  the  United  Brethren  west  of  the  Missis* 
flippi.* 

Early  in  the  summer  Mr.  Byrd,  accom- 
panied by  two  other  Bri'thren,  got  into  a 
wjigon,  and  started  out  in  pursuit  of  some 
United  Brethren  of  whom   they  bad   heard; 

>  If  we  ihouM  ngud  iLa  orgmDiisUau  4t  TwUicr    G(F|j[tn^oa's  bf 
Mr    Rfkii,  itho  wan  vittiaot  liccDve  ■■  s  tufiU.iT,  a«  l-nnratkr,  tfcaii| 
Ih*  c1a<s  orKBiiJii'd   liy  Mr.  Byrd  munt  ht  riJu<-<on^  ihi  fini  regn- 1 
tar  <U-ain   luTD      The  cIam  at  Mr   ay.J'i  <..^a    ..|,*uJarI;r  inoocp*-] 
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and  after  several  days  travel,  they  reached 
f  father  Edgington's.  They  there  learned  what 
had  been  dune  by  Itros.  Ryan  and  Troup. 
Mr.  Byrd  held  a  meeting  at  father  Edging- 
ton's,  (»f  four  da.y'&  continuance,  baptixe*!  nine 
jwrsona,  in  the  clcHr  walon*  of  Cedar  river, 
and  received  some  twenty  members  Into  the 
fellowship  of  the  church. 

Soon  after  Bros.  Burns  and  Sellers  met  at 
Montrose,  they  agreed  together  to  g*j  out  and 
iiiid  a  United  Brethren  minister  of  whom 
they  had  heard  in  Henry  county.  After  a 
day's  travel  over  the  intenninable  meadows. 
of  Iowa,  and  just  as  the  suu  was  goJog  down 
into  a  sea  of  grass,  they  obtained  the  first 
distinct  information  of  him.  After  seven 
miles  of  travel  next  morning,  they  reached  Mr. 
Hyrd's  houfie,  where  n  meeting  had  been  ap- 
pointed. "Here  wc  had,"  writes  Mr.  Solicrs, 
"a  glorious  meeting.  The  Holy  Ghost  came 
down  and  filled  the  place." 

The  quarterly  meeting  appointed  by  Mr. 
Troup  was  hold  May  10th,  1842,  and  was 
attended  by  Troup,  Bynl.  Ryan,  Hoffman, 
Edgington,  and  others.  It  was  an  excellent 
hieeting,  and  the  first  (|uartcrly  meeting  held 
by  the  United  Brethren  west  of  the  Missta- 
aippi.    At  this  meeting  Ira  B.  Ryan  received 
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lioense  lo  preaoli.  A  sccimd  and  more  im. 
portant  meeting  was  held  in  Henry  countT, 
Sept  lOtb,  1842.  At  this  meeting  all  the 
preachers  and  oxhortcrs  in  the  territory  met 
for  the  first  time.  Christian  Troup  was  elect- 
oil  presiding  elder.  Encli  preacher  and  ei- 
horter  gave  an  nccnant  of  him-self  and  his 
labors.  Several  persons  wore  liceDsed  to 
preach,  and  among  the  number  A.  A.  Sel- 
lers, who  had  been  U1x>ring  for  eomo  time 
without  a  formal  license.  Several  also  were  ■ 
licensed  to  fxhuil.  Tlie  srnraments, — bap-  ™ 
twn  and  the  I-ord's  supper,—  were  admin- 
istered; and  the  pioneer  disciples,  following 
literally  the  Lord's  example,  washed  each 
others  feet^  They  had  ii  joyful  lime  together. 
"I  never  shall  furget,"  writes  Mr.  SellorSf 
"the  sermon  I  hearil  from  Mr.  Everhart  on 
this  occasion.  It  »ccmcd  as  if,  while  ho  was 
preaching,  the  dew  of  heaven  descended  and 
wna  distilled  into  every  heart.  At  length  the 
feeling  became  so  overpowering  that  Mr. 
Troup  could  restrain  himself  no  longer;  and, 
springing  to  hia  feet,  he  cla«ped  the  preacher 
in  his  arms,  and  shoutcil  Glory,  with  a  loud 
voice.  Truly  this  was  like  unto  one  of  tha 
days  of  the  Son  of  Man."  After  agreeing 
to  hold   an   nnnun!  or  business  meeting  on 
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'  the  1st  of  ^farch,  184.3,  and  arranging  some 
other  mattcni  in  relation  to  co-opcrntion  at 
large  meotings,  the  brethren  separated,  and 
each  went  joyfully  to  his  prairie  homo  and 
to  his  toil. 

John  Everhart  now  commenced  his  itin- 
erant labors  systematically,  embracing  in  his 
wide  field  nearly  the  whole  of  the  territory  oe- 
cupied  by  the  church  in  southern  Iowa.  Many 
precious  revivals  of  religion  occurred   during 

I  the  winter,  under  his  labors.  The  winter  was 
extremely  cold,  and  an  itinerant  at  that  day, 
who  had  to  cross  the  wide  prairies  between 
the   sparse    settlementa    in    the    groves,   ran 

I  many  risks  of  perishing.  To  illustrate:  , 
The  time  for  the  conference  proposed  at 
the  second  quarterly  meeting  being  at  hand, 
Bros.  Everhart,  Sellers,  and  Collins,  sot  out 
for  the  mooting.  The  reader  must  have  Mr. 
Sellers'  own  atatement  of  the  journey. 

"The  weather  was  extremely  cold.  Brother 
Everhart  got  his  nose  and  face  badly  ^zcn. 
The  night  was  approaching,  and  we  called 
at  a  house  to  stay  for  the  night;  but  we 
could  not  gain  admittance.  At  a  second  house 
we  shared  the  same  fate,  but  were  informed 
that  at  a  brick  house  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  grove,  fifteen  miles  distant,  we  could 
Vol.  11.-33. 
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probably  stay.     Our  hearts  began   to  quaO. 
Bro.    Everhart    pro|>03ed   to   return    to    the 
bouse,    procure    an    ax   and    some    fire,   and 
camp  in  the  grove.      1  told  bim   we    would 
perish   if  we   attempted  it.      ThiB   was    the 
time  of  the  great  comet  between   the  earth 
and  8un,   and  of   the   coldest  weather  ever 
known  in  Iowa.     After  holding  a  short  coun- 
cil, we  resolved  to  push  across  the  prairie. 
Letting  our  horses  out  at  full  speed,  we  made 
good   time,  and  just  as  the  sun  went  down 
we  reached  the  briek  house.     Almost  perished^ 
wo  knocked  at  the  door  with  anxious  hearta. 
Who  can  tell   our  joy  when  we   received  a 
cordial  welcome  from  a  good  Baptist  brother 
named  William    Miller,    who   entertained   ns 
as   if  we   had   been  angels,  free  of  chai^ 
Heaven  will  reward  him." 

The  oonference  convened  on  the  1st  of 
March,  the  time  previously  agreed  opOn. 
The  preachers  present  were  Christian  Troup, 
John  Everhart,  Ira  B.  Ryan,  F.  R.  S.  Byid, 
A.  A.  Sellers,  John  Burn«,  and  J.  Kephartj 
seven  in  all.  Classes  reporietl,  1.^ ;  mem' 
bers  organized  into  class,  194.  Some  mem- 
bera  scattered  abroad  and  not  reported  in 
the  above.  Finding  themselves  hundreds  of 
miles  from  the  nearest  conference,   the  W«- 
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bash,  to  irhich  they  properly  belonged,  and 
in  cim)ni.stanoe3  which  demanded  well  organ- 
i7,ed  efTort,  they  wisely  entered  into  a  cun- 
ferenoe,  for  the  tranBaction  of  annual  eonfeiv 
enco  business.  Preachers  were  examined,  pre- 
siding elders  elected,  fields  of  labor  laid  off 
and  supplied  with  laborers,  and  other  annual 
conference  business  was  attended  to.  Byrd 
was  elocte<l  presiding  elder  for  the  north 
district,  Troup  for  the  south,  and  Everhart 
continued  to  labor  as  a  general  missionary, 
as  he  had  been  JnstTucted  to  do  by  the  Wa- 
bash conferenee. 

Early  in  the  antunnn  following  tlie  eonfx^ 
enoe,  the  presiding  elder  in  the  Wahrtsh 
oonfei-ence  visited  the  territory,  and  held  ?* 
quarterly  meeting  at  Columbus  City.  At  this 
meeting  Iho  work  was  divided  into  throo  dis- 
tricts, over  whii'h  wero  plaoed  as  presiding 
elders.  J,  I'eters.  J.  Ijindsav,  nnd  John  Rver- 
hart;  but  as  Pt'fers  iind  Lindsay  both  soon 
left  the  work,  J.  Kvcrhart  was  onve  more 
required  t4>  travel  over  the  entire  field  for 
another  winter. 

Thfi  annual  busiticaa  mooting,  or  confereneej 
of  Marrh  wnkod  up  a  good  deal  of  interest 
in  the  Wabnah  (wnfcrcnco;  and  they  passed  a 
resolution  requesting  bishop  Henry  Kuniler,  jr. 
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•Dd  Jobu  Dcnliam,  to  visit  the  torritory,  and 
organize  a  conference,  to  be  knuwn  as  th«H 
Wabash  branch  conference  of  Iowa.  Accord- 
ingly, May  19th,  1844,  the  contemplated 
conference  convened  at  Columbus  City.  Those 
recognized  ae  regular  conference  members,  | 
and  as  constituting  the  conference  at  its  open- 
ing, were  Kumlcr,  Dcnham,  Everhart,  and 
Burns.  Two  other  persons  were  receive<l  on 
transfer,  ;ifler  which  the  other  ministers  of 
the  territory,  who  had  been  licensed  at  the 
informal  quarterly  and  annual  conferences. 
Seller*,  Ryan,  ByrtI,  etc.,  were  received  into 
the  conference.  This  was  perhaps  an  unneces- 
sary formality,  because  the  Wabash  coufer- 
ence  could  only  by  an  infurmaUty,  order  the 
Koldiog  of  a  brunch  session  in  luwa.  How- 
erer,  it  was  doae,  and,  doubtless,  well  done. 
All  tho  properly-authorized  preachers  of  the 
^.territory  were  present  at  this  conference,  and 
tbeir  names  stnnd  thus:  J.  Everhart,  J.  Buros, 
A.  A.  Sellere,  F.  R,  S.  Byid,  J.  B.  Ryan,  C. 
Troup.  J.  Denlmra,  D.  Shaffer,  M.  Garrison, 
I>.  C.  Bjirrows,  G.  S.  Clingan.  The  work  was 
divided  into  three  general  missionary  districts 
-—the  southern  was  located  between  the  Des 
Moines  and  Skunk  rivers;  the  middle,  be- 
tween the  Skunk  and  Iowa  rivers;  and  tho 
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Durth,  north  of  the  luwa  rivi>r.  Christian 
Troup  and  John  Everharl  were  again  elected 
presiding  elder?. 

Thus  tlid  the  work  of  tho  Lord,  under  lb« 
labors  of  Unites!  Brcllircn  pioneers,  take  ita 
rise  in  the  territory  of  Iowa.  Comiucncing 
with  the  settlement  of  tho  country,  the  church 
ha«l  n  healthy  and  vigorous  growth.  Th« 
work  was  extended  northward  to  the  Min- 
nesota line,  and  iiH)\ithward  into  Missouri.  la 
I86»3  the  conference  was  divideti;  the  northern 
portion  retaining  the  old  name,  Iowa,  and 
and  the  m>uthern  diking  the  name  of  th« 
beautiful  river,  Des  Moines,  which  passei 
through  it:  and  in  1857  the  Mi3.«ouri  oonftr- 
eiico  waa  sut  off.  Tlie  oi^niaaiion  of  the  last- 
named  conference,  however,  did  not  take  plactt 
until  1809.  U  has  since  had  a  vigorous 
growth.  Wc  have  now  in  Iowa,  two  vigor- 
ons  conferences,  a  good  college,  scores  of  eflfi- 
cient  ministers,  and  thousands  of  excellent 
members. 
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CHAPTER  XXir. 

TBUL  POR  THE  OTTEBBEIS  OHCBCH  PROPEB- 
Tr — NINTH  GENERAL  CONFERENCE STATIS- 
TICS- 

In  the  year  X&46  the  great  trial  for  the 
Otttifbeiii  churcli  pro]>crty  in  Baltimore,  tor- 
miiutt^. 

"Bo  it  remembered,"  we  quote  from  Mr. 
8]>uytli,  who  is  thoroughly  acquaioted  with 
the  whole  case,  "that  in  the  year  1774,  WU- 
liam  Ott«rbein  assumed  the  pastoral  chat^ 
of  a  coDjcrcgatioti,  in  Baltimore,  which  had 
withdrawn  fnirn  the  Ciermnn  Reformed  church; 
but  the  long-continued  war  which  commoDced 
soon  after,  dispersed  the  greater  number  of 
the  members.  On  the  return  of  peace,  by 
the  gathering  together  of  former  members, 
and  by  the  aecession  of  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  converts  to  Christ,  the  society  found 
it«clf  suflifieiitly  established  to  form  a  church 
constitution,  and  to  adopt  disciplinary  rules 
for  Ltd  own  government;  and  od  t)ic  l8t  day 
of  Januarj',  1785,  they  drew  up  and   signed 
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the  instrument  found  la  the  first  volume  of 
this  work.* 

"  When  Ottorb<?in  was  absent  from  Baltl- 
niore,  during  the  quarter  of  a  century  whirh 
followed,  hiH  pulpit  was  supplied  by  his 
brethren,  the  Unitetl  Brethren  preachers, — 
but  at  no  time  by  any  preacher  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  church.  And  on  the  demise 
of  Mr.  Ott«rbein,  this  congregation  adke<I  to 
^  supplied,  and  were  regularly  supplied,  by 
pastors  of  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ, 
with  whom  they  had  been  so  long  identided, 
And  to  whom  they  were  bound  by  their 
chureli  constitution.f 

"  1 1)  the  year  1840,  twenty-seven  yeara  after 
the  departure  of  Mr.  Olturbein,  J.  J.  Mayer, 
Jacob  Bier,  and  L.  Radclif,  tiled  a  petition 
in  the  Baltimore  County  Court,  stating  that 
Ottorbein  church  ought  to  be  a  German  Ro- 
formed  church;  that  since  the  death  of  Mr. 
Olt«rbcin  the  conference  of  the  United  Bi-ct)t- 
ren  in  Christ  had  exercised  the  {uistural  carQ 
of  said  church,  and  that  Lewis  Wise,  Q. 
^Craft,  J.  Messersmitb,  and  Ocurgc  Sickle, 
claim  to  be  elders;  George  Rosegaw,  E. 
Wcigand,  C,  Kline,  and  F.  Kraft,  trustees, 
f^nA  John  Russel  pastor  of  said  cluin-h.     The 
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|>etitioners  therefore  pray  that  to  these  offi- 
cial members  may  be  issued  a  writ  of  man- 
damus, .  .  .  that  they  be  required  to  order 
an  election  of  a  pastor  to  be  had  by  said 
church,  and  that  the  pastor  so  chosen  .hIiaII 
be  subject  to  the  usages  and  goi'ernnient  of 
the  Gorman  Reformed  church,"  ete.,  etc. 

"The  (jetilion  was  presented  to  the  Court 
on  the  a7th  day  of  April  1840,  and  the 
Court  ordered  that  the  elders,  trustees,  and 
minister  of  said  church,  on  Monday,  May 
nth  following,  appear  and  show  cause  why 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  should  not  be 
granted.  The  restwndents  and  pet  it  ioners 
both  apjieared,  and  the  Court,  after  hearing 
Ute  case,  gave  judgment,  in  strong  and  de- 
cided terms,  in  favor  of  the  defendants,  leav- 
ing the  petitioners  to  pay  the  costs  of  the 
««it"    Thus  ended  the  first  trial. 

Two  years  subsequently  the  Otterbeio 
church  was  under  the  necessity  of  expelling 
some  members,  who  were  also  members  of 
the  vestry.  These  expelled  members  drew 
after  them,  through  sympathy,  some  other 
official  member.".  The  vacancies  thus  created, 
were  filled  in  strict  accordance  with  the  con- 
stitution of  the  congregation.  Here  the  matter 
should  have  rested;  but  the  e.tpellc<l  and  seced- 
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ing  members  united  together,  and  a^umed 
to  be  the  veatry  of  the  Otterbein  church !  That 
thoy  might  carry  out  their  purposes,  they 
entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  Rev.  S.-unueI 
Gutelius,  a  minister  of  the  German  Re-formed 
church,  who,  under  their  assumeil  authority, 
forced  his  way,  on  the  holy  Sabbath  day, 
into  the  pulpit,  with  intent  to  lay  the  found- 
ations for  another  suit  at  law.  The  con- 
spiracy was  so  far  successful  as  to  obt&in 
an  onler  that  the  church  shouM  l)e  closed 
until  the  matter  in  dispute  could  be  adju- 
dicated by  t!ie  Court.  Thus,  by  the  agency 
of  this  minister  of  the  German  Reformed 
church,  the  pious  and  humble  German  con- 
gregation of  United  Brethren  in  Baltimore 
were  for  a  time,  and  a  long  time  it  proved, 
locked  out  of  their  own  house  of  worship. 

The  plaintiffs,  hoping  perhaps  that  the 
congregation  might  be  scattered,  were  in  no 
haste  for  trial;  and,  on  various  pretext.-*,  the 
cause  was  delayed  from  1842  to  1846,  when 
it  finally  came  up  for  a  hearing  before  Judge 
J.  C.  Legrant.  The  plaintiffs,  and  their  wil- 
ling pastor,  Mr.  Gutclius,  aided  by  the  most 
subtle  legal  ability,  left  no  means  untried  to 
divert  the  Otterbein  proper^  from  its  proper 
owners.    But  they  failed.     The  Court,  after 


A  jpaticnt  hearing,  gave  judgment  in    favor 
<f  tbc  defendants. 

Qlbis  second  unsuccessful  attempt  of  mem- 
Iwrs  of  the  German  Kefonned  church,  to 
(deprive  the  United  Brethren  congregation 
of  their  liouse  of  worship, — a  house  held  dear 
to  them  from  its  intimate  association  with 
the  rise  of  the  church  in  the  United  States, 
and  ita  most  venerable  father, — deserves  the 
Severest  censure. 

During  tbe  four  years  through  which  the 
[case  was  kept  in  Court,  the  congregation, 
yvith  its  devoted  pastor,  Jacob  J:]rb,  kept 
[tpgetber  as  well  as  they  could,  and  worshiped 
[■wherever  opiwrtunity  offered.  Although  suo 
Icessful  in  both  suits,  yet  attorney's  fees  and 
other  necessary  expenses,  amounted  to  about 
1 13,000. 

At  length  the  happy  Sabbath  cauie  when 
the  pastor  and  his  congregation  were  again 
invited  by  the  long  silenced  bells  to  assem- 
ble in  their  venerable  house  of  worship. 
IT.he  occasion  is  well  described  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  congregation,*  in  a  letter  to  the 
Religious  Telescope:  "On  Wednesday,  Nov. 
■JSth,"  he  writes,  "wo  opened  the  long  shut 
duors  of  our  church  once  more.     Tbo  sisters 

*  Dni&mQ.  U.tf^ 
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and  some  of  the  brethren,  wore  soon  on 
the  spot,  clt-nning,  scouring,  and  jireiiaring 
for  divine  service  on  the  Sabbath.  On  Sun- 
day morning  the  long  silenced  bells  began 
to  ring,  inviting  friend  and  foe,  as  in  days 
gone  by,  to  come  to  the  house  of  the  Lord; 
and,  as  far  as  the  sound  of  those  bells  could 
be  heard,  you  could  see  old  and  young, 
white  and  colored,  stAnding  m  the  doors,  or 
king  out  of  the  windows,  gazing  at  the 
eple  of  Olterbein's  church.  Wherever  you 
met  a  brother  or  sister,  you  could  see  the 
tears  of  gratitude  ruUing  down  their  cheeks, 
-ind  hear  them  giving  utterance  to  their  fecl- 
Zogs  in  expressions  like  these:  'Thank  the 
Lord.  Tho  God  whom  our  fathers  in  Christ 
worshiped,  has  turned  our  captivity;  he  has 
inclined  his  car,  and  heard  our  prayer.  Ue 
has  turned  our  mourning  into  joy.  Halle- 
liyah!'" 

"The  morning  hour  was  improved  by  Bro. 
Erb,  from  Ps.  £0:  14,  15.  After  the  ser- 
mon, bishop  Russel  delivered  a  short  ex* 
hortatioD.  I  never  before  witnessed  such  an 
occasion.  Smilea  of  joy  on  everj*  countenance 
were  mingled  with  tears  from  every  eye. 
Then  each  member  of  the  church  humbling 
jhimsclf  before  Him   who  is  mighty  to  save, 
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implored  the  Lord    to  forgive  our  enemies, 
and  give  thom  to  see  tliat  they   that  fight 
against   God's    people,    are   warring    agains 
the  holy  one  of  Israel." 

Since  1846  (be  Otterbcin  congregsition  has 
enjoyed  peaceable  possession  of  their  veue- 
rable  church;  and  they  bare  been  able  to 
aid  liberally  in  the  erection  of  a  house  of 
worship  for  an  English  congregation.  It  is 
not  likely  that  they  will  ever  again  be  mo- 
lested. _ 

The  ninth  general  conference  met  in  Cir- 1 
cicviile,  0.,  May  12th,  1845.    Three  of  the 
super intondonts,  H.  Kumler,  sen.,  John  Coons,  M 
and   H.   Kumler,  jun.,   were  present      The 
conference  districts  wore  repreaeiited  as  fol- 
lows:    Virginia,  J.  J.  Gloasbronner,  J.  Mark- 
wood,  and  J.  Bachtel;  Pennsylvania,  J.  Rus- 
8el[  Alleghany,  J.  R.  Sitman,  J.  Ritter,   and  fl 
John    Rider;  Mttslringam^    A.   IJiddte,    J.    Mc- 
tiaw,  and   W.  W.  Simpkins;    Wahu^h,  John 
Hooblor,   Josiah  Davis,  and  John   Dunham; 
Scioto,  J.  Montgomery,  E.  Vandemark,  and  ■ 
M.  Ambrose;  Sandusky,   H.  G.  Spnyth,  Ooo. 
Hiskey,  and  J.  Urown;   Afiami,   Geo.    Bono- 
brake,  John    Crider,  and   F.   Whitcom;   In- 
diana,   D.   Bonebrake  and   J.   A.    Ball.      In 
aU  nine  conference  districts,  then  comprising 
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the  whole  church,  were  represented  by  twenty- 
four  delegates.  Such  of  the  acts  of  this  con- 
fercncts  as  are  of  general  intorctft,  will  bo 
noticed  briefly  in  their  order. 

1.  It  was  decided  that  the  general  confer- 
ence can  not  change   the    Confession  of  Faith. 

his  decision  is  based  upon  iho  plain  letter 
the  Constitution  itself;  (Art.  II.  Sec.  4,) 
d  it  is  justifled  by  the  consideration  that 
the  Confession  of  Faith,  together  with  the 
Constitution  with  a  reatrictive  rule,  (Art  II. 
Sec.  4,)  have  been  virtually,  if  not  formally, 
submitted  to  the  entire  membership  of  the 
church,  and  have  received  their  sanction.  But 
while  it  is  a  fact  that  a  general  conference 
may  not  touch  a  letter  of  the  Confession  of 
Faith,  it  is  also  true  that  two-thirds  of  the 
members  of  the  church  may  alter  the  Con- 
stitution, and  also  the  Confession  of  Faith. 
The  general  conference  is  not  superior  to 
the  Confession  of  Faith  or  the  Constitution. 
These  instruments  embody  the  well  settled 
£uth  and  polity  of  the  church,  and  the 
church  only  can  change  them.  The  funda- 
mental principle  ia  here  laid  down,  that  ths 
sujirenie  eartJily  authority  in  our  church  «  vested, 
not  in  the  ministry,  but  ia  the  whole  society. 

2.  Candidates  for  the  ministry  must  study.     Ik 


was  decided  tliat  no  one  slmtl  bo  admitted  into 
an  an n uut  con ft-rcnco,  as  a  candidate  for 
Uic  ministTy,  who  does  not  apply  himself  dili- 
gently to  tlie  study  of  the  diwtrine,  biogra- 
phy, geography,  history,  and  chronology  of 
the  Holy  Scripture?.  A  list  of  standard 
authors  were  named,  which  the  licentiates 
I  Were  directed  to  read,  ns  aids  in  their  Bib- 
lical researches. 

3.  The  esta6lishment  of  an  ittstUation  of  team- 
ing  by  tJie  annual  conferences  was  recommentled. 
See  Chapter  XXIII.,  for  particulars. 

4.  Conferencea  set  off.  East  Pennsylvania, 
Illinoie,  St.  Joseph,  and  Iowa,  were  get  off, 
and  provision  was  made  for  a  division  of 
the  Indiana,  which  resulted  in  the  organiza- 
tion, in  1846,  of  the  White  River  confer- 
ence. 

6.  Tht  Tefescope.  It  was  decided  that  the 
Religious  Telescope  shouUi  be  issued  weekly. 
6.  Ejections  and  ajipoinfmenis.  D.  Kdwards 
I  was  elected  editor  of  the  Religious  Tele- 
[scope;  J.  Russel,  J.  J.  Glossbronner,  and  W. 
Hunby,  bishops;  H.  G.  Spayth,  Church  His- 
torian; W.  Loist,  and  J.  and  G.  Drcsback, 
Trustees  of  the  Printing  Establishment;  J, 
Russel,  President;  \V.  Ilanby,  J.  J.  Gloss- 
brennor,  Vice  Presidents;  J.  Dreaback,  Treas- 
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arer,  and  J.  Montgomery,  Secretary,  of  a  Mis- 
Bionary   BoarJ. 

No  careful  enumeration  of  the  number  of 
mf^mbera  in  the  church  had  been  made. 
The  number  of  ministera  and  circuits,  and 
the  incrcaao  from  1840  to  1845,  are  given  by 
Mr.  llanby,*  as  follows: — 


JfnnvCMltf^* 

Frracliara. 

CirculU. 

I'cnnsylvanU, 

-    83 

21 

Virginia,    -        -        - 

37 

8 

Alleghany, 

-    47 

15 

Muskingum, 

62 

23 

Sandusky, 

-    61 

13 

Scioto,        ... 

67 

20 

Miami,    • 

-        -    82 

22 

Indiana,     .        .        • 

67 

19 

Wabash, 

-        -    75 

33 

ToUl  for  1845,  - 

-581 

180 

Total  for  1840,      - 

-       387 

90 

Increa.'w  in  n  years,  •        1&4        90 

Here  we  have  an  increase  of  fifty  per  cent., 
in  five  years,  in  liie  ministry,  and  one  hun- 
dred per  cent.  In  the  circuits. 

The  whole  membership  of  the  church  in 
1845,  allowing  200  members  to  each  field  of 
labor,  would  be  3B.0OO. 

•  {Juloij  of  triiitcd  Bratbrra  in  Chriat,  p.  989. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

EDUCATION— OTTERBEIN  ONIVKRSITT  —  M0T7WT 
PLEASANT  COLLEGE  —  HARTSVILLE  DNIVEH- 
SITV — BLANDINSVILLE  SEMINARY — WESTERN 
COLLEGE — LEONI    INSTITUTE,    ETC.,    ETC. 

At  the  general  conference  wliieh  met  in 
1945,  the  subject  of  collegiate  education  was  in- 
troduced,  discussed,  and,  by  a  nearly  unanimous 
Vote,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed: 

liesolved.  That  proper  measures  be  adopted 
to  establish  an  institution  of  learning. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
attention  of  the  annual  conferences,  avoid- 
ing, however,  irredeemable  debts. 

This  action  wisely  contemplated  the  estab- 
lishment, by  the  concurrent  action  of  all  the 
annual  conferences,  of  a  single  institution  of 
learning. 

Early  in  the  year  following,  quite  an  Inter- 
est was  manifested,  in  various  parts  of  the 
church,  which,  at  that  period,  had  no  sem- 
inary or  college  under  its  control.    It  is  not 
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to  bo  inferred,  however,  that  «  common 
school  education  was  more  generally  neglected 
than  by  other  religious  denominations,  for  this 
was  not  the  case.  United  Brethren  have  al- 
ways appreciated  knowledge,  eiipouraged  ita 
diffusion,  and  have  not  been  behind  the  Amer- 
ican pcoplo  generally,  in  literary  attainments. 
Prior  to  1846,  many  of  the  youth  of  tho 
church  wore  educated  in  institutions  belong- 
ing  to  other  denominations;  and,  by  this 
means,  many  of  the  most  promising  wero 
drawn  into  other  church  relations-  The  pro- 
priety and  importance  of  an  institution  of 
learning,  to  be  controlled  by  the  church,  had 
been  a  subject  of  frequent  conversation  and 
discussion;  but,  owing  mainly  to  the  feeble 
and  scattered  condition  of  the  church,  and  to 
the  fact  that  its  resources  and  its  efficient 
men  were  nearly  all  exhau8te<l  in  tho  work 
of  evangelization;  and,  owing  somewhat^  also, 
to  fears  that  a  college  might  bo  perverted 
to  the  injury  of  tho  church,  no  movement 
was  made  toward  tho  erection  of  any  such 
institution  prior  to  184G. 

Tho  finjt  action  which  we  find  on  record, 
pursuant  to  tho  advice  of  the  general  coiv- 
fcrcnce,  was  taken  by  the  Miami  annual  con- 
ference, which  met  at  Otterbein  Chapel,  Darko 
Vol..  II.— 24. 
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county,  0.,  March  3n],  1846.  It  was  there 
Agreed  . .  at  the  Miami  cotiforenoe  would  unite 
with  the  cuiifercucc^i  in  Northern  and  Central 
Indiana,  in  establishing  an  institution  of 
IcarniDg  at  Blufitoo,  W'clla  county,  Ind.,  or 
at  some  other  suitable  point,  that  might  be 
agreed  upon. 

To  this  proposition  the  St,  Joseph  confei^ 
ence,  which  met  in  Kosciuako  county,  Ind., 
in  October  following,  responded  favorably, 
pledging  influence  and  money;  and  three 
trustees  were  elected  (the  first  appointed  by 
our  church),  to  oo-operat«  with  others  which 
Baight  be  aj)pointcd  by  other  conferences. 
Immediately  after  the  conference  adjourned^ 
a  spirited  article  appeared  in  the  Keligious 
Telescope,  from  E.  H.  Lamb,  of  the  St.  Jo- 
seph conference,  urging  the  church  to  ener- 
getic action, 

A  few  years  prior  to  this  time,  the  Meth- 
odists hud  projected  a  great  niunber  of  sem- 
inaries imd  colleges,  many  of  which  proved 
miserable  fuilures.  One  of  these,  known  «• 
"JJlendon  Young  Men's  Seminary,"  waa  lo- 
cated at  Westerville,  0.,  twelve  niUes  north 
of  Columbus.  After  a  fruitless  struggle  for 
life,  it  had  submitted  to  the  stern  law  of 
ACce^sityi  and,  at  the  Scioto  ooufereuoe  whioh 
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converHsd  in  Pickaway  county,  Oct.,  26lh, 
l&i6,  a  Utlegation  from  the  deninci  semi- 
nary, uppearod  with  proposals  to  turn  over 
its  effects  to  the  said  conference,  if  the  con- 
ference would  pay  a  debt  against  it  of  alwul 
$1,300.  This  was  regarded  as  a  great  bar- 
gain; and  A  conoraittee  to  whom  the  matter 
was  referred,  unskilled  in  such  enterprises, 
actually  regarded  the  "proposition  m  Prov- 
idential;" and  so  it  might  have  been,  for 
Providence  has  ordained  that  those  who  ac- 
quire their  knowledge  in  the  school  of  ex- 
perience shall  pay  well  for  their  tuition. 
The  conference  almost  as  a  matter  of  courso, 
appointed  a  commiLtce  to  purchase  the  prop- 
erty, passed  a  resolution  soliciting  neighbor^ 
ing  conferences  to  co-operate  in  the  enter- 
prise, elected  a  board  of  trustees,  and  pro- 
vided for  the  appointment  a  traveling  agent 
to  procure  funds.  Something  now  was  ao- 
tually  done.  A  school  was  located,  a  pecun- 
iary obligation  assumed,  and  henceforth  som»> 
thing  more  than  talk  was  demanded. 

In  December  following,  the  Trustees  ap- 
pointed by  the  Scioto  conference, — J.  Dre^ 
back,  William  Hanby,  and  Lewis  Davis,— 
met  at  Gircleville,  and  appointed  L.  Davig 
traveling  agent,  to  secure  nieims.   and  also 
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onltst  the  co-operation  of  other  confoifuccs. 
Thia  was  a  very  fortuaate  selection,  for  had 
not  a  cool,  prudent  man,  with  an  unyielding 
will,  been  chosen,  the  probability  is  that  the 
enterprise  would  have  jwrished  iu  ita  in- 
fancy. 

la  January,  1^7,  the  subject  of  a  college 
was  taken  up  by  the  Indiana  coiiference, 
which  is  lix;ated,  the  reader  must  remem- 
ber, in  Southern  Indiana.  A  school  was  re- 
solved upon,  and  a  committee  of  three  was 
appointed  to  oo-operate  with  similar  com- 
mittees, of  the  White  River,  St.  Joseph^ 
and  Miami  conferences,  with  a  view  to  the 
location  of  a  college  at  Dublin  or  Wash- 
ington, Indiana.  C.  Lynn,  L.  S.  Chittenden, 
and  J.  Lopp,  constituted  the  committee. 

The  following  month,  Feb.  4th,  the  Alle- 
ghany conference  assembled  at  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, Pa.  This  conference  hud  also  caught 
the  spirit  of  the  collt^  movement.  The 
subject  was  called  up,  and  a  scries  of  very 
decided  resolutions  adopted.  An  institution 
of  learning,  to  bo  located  either  at  Johnstown 
or  Mount  IMoasant,  was  resolved  upon,  and  a 
committeo  was  appointed  to  decide  between  the 
two  places.  This  committeo  very  wisely  de- 
termined that  it  should  bo  at  that  one  of  two 
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points  ileeignatP<l  by  Iht'  vonfcrciico  which 
should,  in  the  rusiiective  counties  where  they 
were  locntctl,  secure  the  largef^t  subseription 
to  the  institution.  J.  Hitter  was  appointed 
traveling  itgent,  and  it  wiw  rc^iolved  that  any 
minister  of  the  eonforenee  who  shouhl  exert 
his  influence  against  him.  in  his  work  aA  an 
agent,  would  expose  himself  to  oonferencc 
censure.  Thus  was  inaugurated  the  niovo- 
ment  which  resulted  in  the  location  of  a  col- 
lege at  Mount  Pleasant,  under  the  patronage 
of  the  Alleghany  conference.  And  thus  the 
movement  which  began  to  develop  itself  in 
184ti,  resulted  in  the  location  of  two  col- 
leges before  the  close  of  1847.  The  division 
of  sentiment  in  the  West  piwonte<l  the  se- 
lection of  either  BlufFlon  or  Dublin,  and  the 
strong  combination  of  western  Ohio  and  In- 
diana, which  might  have  built  up  a  good 
college,  was  dissolved. 

In  February,  1S47,  L.  Davis  appeared  at 
the  Sandusky  annual  conference,  in  session 
in  Wood  county,  and  aske<I  the  co-operation 
of  that  conference  in  the  Westerville  Sem- 
inary. By  a  small  majority,  the  conference 
agreed  to  co-operate— to  appoint  trustees,  and 
elect  a  traveling  agent  for  the  schotd.  From 
the  Sandusky  Mr.  Davis   went  to  the   Mua- 
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kin{?um  conference,  in  seasion  in  Stark  Co., 
whui'u  lie  was  less  aucuRssful.  Alter  a  warm 
debate,  the  couferetice  %'oted  down  the  prop- 
osition fur  eo-opeiiilion. 

Tiie  two  seminaries  were  now  &kirly  be- 
fore the  people,  and  in  April  and  May  th« 
agent  of  the  WesterviUc  seijool  was  able  to 
reiwrt,  in  subscriptions  and  donations,  a  little 
■more  Ihao  one  thousand  dollars;  while  the 
agent  of  Mount  Tleasant  reported  nearly  three 
■thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  which  he  had 
the  ''promise  of  five  hundred  dollars  from  the 
good  old  Gennan  Mennonists." 

On  the  26th  of  April  tlic  trustees  of  the 
western  school  met  at  'W^estervil  le,  and, 
among  other  things,  decided  that  tho  institu- 
tion should  be  known  as  '^OTreKiiBiN  Umv£k. 
.81TV  OF  Ohio."  They  also  employed  W.  R. 
Gritlith,  a  graduate  of  Asbury  University,  aa 
principal,  and  made  provisions  for  opening 
the  sehool. 

During  tho  year  or  two  which  followed,  the' 

mind  of  the  church  was  very  much  occupied 

with  the  college  question,     it  was  introduced 

■into  nearly  all  the  annual  conferences,   and 

(the  columns  of  tho  Religious  Telescope,  the 

£nglish  oi^an  of  the  church,  were  crowded 

-  with  articles  i^n  tho  question,  from  tho  ablest 
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ftnd  most  influential  men  in  the  chiirc}!.  Wo 
considerable  number  opposed  education,  or 
colleges;  yet  there  were  many  who  thought 
the  movement  premature;  others,  who,  while 
they  favored  eoUeges,  desired  one  of  a  par- 
ticular character;  and  a  few  oonBcientioiW 
men,  while  favoring  human  learning,  thought 
oollegfiS  under  the  patronage  of  the  church 
would  gradually  draw  it  away  from  the  sim- 
plicity and  powor  of  evangelical  religion.  As 
this  is  a  diiicufision  which  will  probably  never 
be  revived  in  our  churcli,  it  may  he  interest- 
ing to  quote  a  few  passages  from  aome  of  the 
writers  who  took  a  leading  part  in  it. 

A«  representing  the  fathers  of  the  Otter- 
bein  period,  we  qiiote  a  few  parages  from  H. 
G.  Spayth.*  "Now  mark  me,  literarj',  wien- 
lific,  and  religious  attainments,  we  as  a  church 
and  people  have  always  admired,  honored, 
and  re8|iocted.  *  •  Had  our  fathers  and 
brt^thren  lielieved  it  to  be  their  duty  to  build  up 
seniiiiarioit  uf  learning,  it  could  have  been  done, 
as  well  as  other  things;  but  they  confessed 
that  their  call  waa  emphatically  to  the  weight- 
ier matter,  that  of  winning  souls.  As  to  the 
ministry,  they  .'M>ught  not  so  much  to  fill  the 
aacrcd  stand  with  men  of  polished  elo<[uence, 

•  Tfle«o^,  Vol.  Tl.,  336,  337. 
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M  with  men  of  power,  uf  luve^  auii  oi  sound 
uiinda;  men  called  uf  Gud  aij  wa^s  Aaron. 
They  had  also  learned  these  I  wo  Icssona. 
1.  ThuL  learning  is  nul  the  primary,  but  the 
Kcuiulari/  lueunM,  or  help,  in  the  g<wpel  tuiuia> 
try.  2.  That  the  tree  uf  knuu  ledge  in  not 
th«  tree  of  life." 

On  the  3Ut  of  March  a  euinnuinication 
appeared  in  the  organ  of  the  rhurt-h,  over 
the  signature  of  11.  Xunilcr,  nhieh  expressed 
tlic  views  of  a  very  large  elas»,  especially 
of  (he  German  pi>rliou  of  the  church.  He 
did  not  objeel  to  institutions  uf  learning,  but 
he  wished  to  establish  such  an  lustitiitioii  as 
would  be  free  from  some  of  the  confeaaedJy 
great  evils  which  attach  to  the  popular  ool- 
legea. 

"Can  not,"  said  Mr.  K.,  "institutions  of 
learning  he  conducted  without  being  made  a 
curse  to  many,  aa  we  see  Uiey  are?  la 
many  instances  students,  while  at  college,  lay 
the  foundations  of  both  their  physical  and 
moral  ruin.  They  too  often  return  from  col- 
lege, pale,  disinclined  to  labor,  and  often 
profligate  in  their  habits.  *  *  So  far  as  I 
can  learn,  wo  of  the  Miami  conference  will 
go  in  favur  of  an  institution  in  which  manual 
labor  and  worldly  economy  arc  taught  as  well 
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as  letters  and  morality.  Ko  student  to  bt 
admitted  who  Is  able,  physically,  to  perfon.-^ 
labor,  and  will  not,  •  •  Out  of  such  an 
institution  wo  might  expect  the  rich  and  the 
poor  to  come  with  the  best  intellectual  stock, 
capable  of  enduring  the  hardships  common 
to  man  in  this  rough  worhl.  •  •  For 
such  an  institution  our  plain  and  honest  peo- 
ple will  go;  for  they  want  their  t-hildren 
educated,  but  not  at  the  sacrifice  of  their 
health,  habits  of  industry,  and  immortal 
souls." 

John  Russel  advocated  similar  views  with 
much  force  and  earnestness.  "A  seminary 
of  learning  among  the  United  Brethren  in 
Christ,"  said  he,  "to  which  labor  is  not  ap- 
pended, will  not  suit  the  habits  of  our  peo- 
ple, nor  their  views."  He  urged  Ihe  whole 
church  to  unite  in  the  erection  of  one  great 
manual  labor  colli^,  to  which  he  offered  a 
liberal  contribution. 

Such  were  tlio  views  of  the  representative 
men  who  were  regarded  as  least  friendly  to 
the  educAtional  movement.  They  did  not  op- 
pose learning,  much  less  institutions  of  learn- 
ing; but  their  objections  were  leveled  against 
the  manifest  evils  of  oollegiate  life,  and  they 
earnestly  advocated  a  system  by  which  those 
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enls  might,  in  their  judgment,  be  obviated; 
and  their  arguments  were  not  without  weight- 
In  May,  1847,  the  trustees  of  Otterbein 
University  issued  a  circular,  in  M-hich  they 
replied  to  some  rundom  accusAtioug,  and  de- 
fined t}ie  objects  of  the  institution.  Some 
had  calletJ  tlie  school  a  "priest-factnry."  ToM 
this  fling  tliey  replied:  "Without  ftdmitling. 
by  any  means,  that  tho  acquired  abilities  of 
our  ministry  arc  beyond,  or  even  up  to  what 
the  important  station  demands,  against  tbiii 
comment  upon  our  motives,  we  now  enter  the 
most  solemn  protesl  We  have,  from  the  be- 
^nning,  in  public  and  in  private,  disavowed 
any  intention  of  the  kind.  *  •  We  aak, 
who  ever  heard  any  of  our  fathers  speak 
against  high  schools,  as  suoh?  But  they  con- 
sidered it  an  evil  of  great  magnitude  to  edu- 
cate men  in  these  schuult;  fur  the  ministry', 
and  send  them  out  to  preach  without  religion. 
So  ite  say  with  all  our  kearis.  If  God  should 
call  a  man  from  the  plow,  let  him  go.  Iff 
from  the  mechanic's  shop,  let  him  go.  If 
from  any  of  the  high  schools  of  the  land,  let 
him  likewise  go,  and  go  immediately.  This 
sentiment  we  think  our  venerated  fathers 
held  no  more  sacred  than  we  do.  •  *  But 
who  will  vouch  that  Otterbein  University  will 
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Dot,  at  some  future  day,  become  a  'priest* 
iitctory  ?'  We  answei-,  this  is  asking  too 
much.  All  any  reaaoQable  maa  cau  ask,  ia, 
that  we  try,  by  the  grave  of  Gud,  to  preserve 
the  institution  from  such  apostiisy."  In  rela- 
tion to  the  manual  lalx>r  system,  they  only 
:jaid:  "This  institution  may,  at  »omc  day  not 
very  remote,  hare  connected  with  it  the  man- 
ual labor  system.  This  will  depend,  however, 
iipon  our  success  in  raising  the  funds."* 

Thus  was  our  educational  movement  in- 
augurated thirteen  years  ago.  And  what 
has  been  its  history  since?  To  trace  it 
minutely  and  in  detail,  ia  beyond  our  prov- 
ince.   A  few  facts  must  suflBce. 

The  Otterlxjin  UoiVersily  was  opened  for 
the  reception  of  students  in  September,  1847; 
and  a  good  school  has  been  sustained  ever 
since.  Four  respectable  classes  have  been 
graduated.  In  1847  the  Muskingum,  and  in 
1863  the  Miami  conference,  voted  to  coop- 
erate. 

The  Mount  Pleasant  college,  located  in  one 
of  the  moat  beautiful  regions  in  the  world, 
kept  up  a  respectable  .whool  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  secured  the  coH>peralion  of  all 
the  conferentes   east    of   Ohio.      At  length, 

*  dcolw  prr|>«rMl  hj  L.  Oaru  •nd  W.  Rknbf. 
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however,    a    lnmblcsom(>,    though    not    lai^ 
debt  begjm  to  press  u]Km  it,  and  in  1858  its 
interests,  tissets  and  debta,  were    trausfe: 
to  Ottyrbein  University. 

Tho  Indiana  conferences,  failing  to  unite 
a  central  location,  a  quarterly  conference 
Kewbern  circuit,  held  in  1849,  made  arran, 
ments  to  ofjcn  a  school  at  Hartsville,  a  small 
village  in  iJartholumew  Co.,  Ind.,  not  far  from 
the  place  where  the  tirst  United  BreUirei 
societies  in  the  state  were  planted.  The  ID' 
diana  annual  conference  of  the  same  year,  en 
dorsed  the  action  of  the  quarterly  conference, 
and  touk  wliat  has  since  been  named  the 
Hahtsville  University,  under  ita  patron* 
age  and  control.  ^Subsequently  the  co-opera-^ 
tion  of  the  ^V^lite  Itiver  conference  was  se- 
cured, and,  at  a  later  period,  of  the  other 
Indiana  conferences;  but  the  co-operatioii  of 
the  Wabash  and  St  Joseph  conferences  has 
only  bocn  nouiiual.  In  the  retired  village 
of  Ilnrtsvillc,  a  good  school  has  been  sus- 
tained since  1849.  Prudence  and  persever- 
ance have  marked  the  action  of  the  trustee* 
and  teachers.  No  burthensome  debt  has  beenf 
created;  and  now,  on  a  site  which  overlooks 
a  picturesque  section  of  Indiana,  a  large  an- 
convenient  college  etlifice  is  being  crvctcd. 
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In  1853,  a  seminary  of  very  nKHit-nilo  (<r&- 
tcnsions  was  established  at  Btandinsvillo, 
McDonough  Ca,  Illinois,  under  tlie  joint 
patronage  of  tlie  IlUnoia  and  Rork  Rivor 
ooiiferences,  called  Blandinsvillr  Seuixa- 
RY.  Little  progro«a  lias  been  made,  yet, 
under  tlio  fostering  caro  of  the  Illinois  con- 
ference (the  Uock  Uiver  having  united  ita 
interests  with  Western),  a  good  school  has 
been  sustaineii.  An  academy  under  Christian 
control  tnay,  in  an  humble  and  quiet  way, 
acconi|ilisli   an   excellent  work. 

At  the  session  of  the  Iowa  conference,  in 
1855,  a  bofird  of  trustees  was  appointetl,  con- 
sisting of  S.  Weaver,  M.  G.  Miller,  J.  Miller, 
D.  Runklc,  and  J.  Ncidig,  to  locate  an  insti- 
tution of  learning  at  a  place  convenient  for 
the  whole  church  in  Iowa.  The  profweed 
institution  was  to  be  callwl  Western  Col- 
lege; and  the  ooHjporation  of  the  Diw  Moines 
conference  was  solicited.  At  the  next  sea- 
sion  of  the  lies  Moines  conference,  a  hearty 
cooperation  wns  agreed  upon,  and  Irmtcea 
were,  accordingly,  appointed.  In  Dcceinl»er, 
1865,  it  was  decided  that  the  school  shuuld 
be  located  on  section  34,  Putnam  township, 
Linn  Co.,  providing  a  local  donation  of  $7000 
be  made.     The  required  donation  was  secured. 
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The  site  selected,  on  the  vir^n  prairie,  is  one 
of  the  most  delightftil  in  Iowa.     A   buildiog^ 
was  soon  erected;  and,  on   the   first  day  of 
January,  1857,  the  school  was  opened.      The 
history  of  the  college  since  1857   has   been 
similar  to  that  of  most  young  institutions  of  fl 
the  west    A  good  school  has  hecn  sustained; 
labur  and  study  have  been  quite  suceessfuHy 
united;  and  the  cooi>eration  of  nearly  all  the 
western    and    north-western    conferences  bw 
been  obtained.     With  prudent  and  enei^tic 
management  the  Western  CoU<^   promises 
to   he   a   success. 

In  1859,  the  Michigan  Union  College,  lo- 
cated at  LeoDi,  Jackson  Co.,  Michigan,  was 
transferred  from  the  Michigan  conference  of 
the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Connection,  to  the 
Michigan  conference  of  the  United  Brethren 
in  Christ.  Soon  after  the  transfer  was  made,  & 
school,  known  as  the  Micuiuan  Cou^egiatb 
I.vsTiTUTE,  was  opened  by  the  United  Breth- 
ren, which  has  been  quite  well  sustained. 
The  location,  on  the  Michigan  Central  Itail- 
road,  between  Jackson  and  Detroit,  is  as 
pleasant  as  could  be  desired.  The  properly 
transferred  was  valued,  for  school  purposes, 
at  $10,000. 

Other  schools  have  been  projected — one  in 
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Kansas  and  one  in  Oregon  for  example, — 
but  it  ia  too  soon  to  speak,  of  them  in  this 
volume.  Indeed,  our  semiuarlcs  and  colleges 
are  all  in  their  infancy;  and  it  ivill  require 
many  years  of  labor  to  place  them  upon 
a  firm  financial  basis.  The  facl,  however, 
ahould  not  be  uverlooked,  that  the  useful- 
pes3  of  colleges  can  not  be  determined  by 
their  financial  strength  ur  nrcuinstances;  and 
thai  the  highest  degree  of  efficiency  is  some- 
times  attained  amid  the  greatest  pecuniary 
straits.  Ample  endowments  do  not  always 
secure  the  best  claiis  of  studentts  nor  the 
must  competent  professors. 
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CHAPTER   XXIV. 


THK  HISSIONA.BY  MOVEMENT — OKOASIZATIOIT 
XSO  OPERATIONS  OP  THE  HOME,  PBOXTIEB, 
ASD  FOEE[QX  MISSIONARY   SOCIETT.  fl 

It  is  a  pleasing  task  to  trace  the  rise  of  the 
missionary  movement  in  our  church,  which, 
although  of  recent  origin,  has  already  car- 
nc<l  iho  healthful  waters  of  life  to  thousands 
of  thirsty  souls. 

Our  early  German  ministers  were,  in  the 
fullest  sense  of  the  word,  home  missionaries; 
and  better  models  of  genuine  home  evangel- 
ists than  some  of  them  were,  can  not  hd 
found.  And  as  soon  as  our  German  societies 
had  obtained  sufficient  solidity,  and  ability  to 
aid  the  cause  outside  of  the  German  commu- 
nities, operations  were  commenced  among  th« 
English.  And  thois  the  home  missionary  enter- 
prise, on  a  more  extensive  field,  was  inaugu- 
rated about  the  year  1818;  and  it  was*  pros- 
ecuted with  no  little  energy  and  liberality. 
From  1820  to  1840,  the  German  portion  of  the 
church  contributed  liberally  and  constantly, 
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Iwth  meana  and  men,  to  carry  forward  the 
'home  miaaionarj'  work  among  the  English 
.people. 

The  west  was  debtor  to  the  east  for  the 

In     ^greater  number  of  its  pioneer  members  and 
I       ministers;  and   also   for  frequent,  and  some- 
times liberal,  material  aid.    It  must  not  be 
-supposed  that  the  fathers  were  destitute  of 
the  missionary  spirit     Far  from  it     They 
^Brespnnded  to  the  calls  made  upon  them,  and 
^"responded  liberally. 

I  At  the  conference  which  convened  at  Val' 

1     -entine  Doub's,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  in  1819, 
m     .Abraham  Mayer  paid  over  to  the  conference 
I      foO  in  cash,  as  a  donation  from  Elizabeth 
I     -Bnydh:!!,   which   she  desired   should   bo   dis- 
I      tributed  among  the  "poor  itinerant  preachers 
I       in  the  state  of  Ohio."    Sister  Snyder's  name 
should  ever  bo  held  dear  by  the  Brethren  in 
the  west,  for  the  generous  interest  which  she 
manifested  in  their  behalf  at  that  early  pe- 
riod.   At  the  same  time  the  sum  of  #66  34 
cents  was  paid  over  by  the  conference  to  the 
bishops,  to  be  by  them  distributed  among  the 
itinerants  in   Ohio, — making  in  all  $116  24 
cents  of  missionary  aid. 

A  year  or  two  later,  Mr.  Newcomer  via- 

Cted  a  venerable    Either   in    Israel,    named 
Tot.  n.— 25. 
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I  Joseph  Witiner,  with  whom  lie  con  versecT 
about  the  traveling  preachers  in  the  westoru 
country.  "I  read  to  him,"  says  the  good 
bishop,  "several  letters  which  I  had  received- 
from  the  state  of  Ohio.  Thia  moved  him  to 
pity  aud  compaasion;  and  ho  gave  me  i^80  00, 
in  cash,  which  he  directed  me  to  distributa 
among  those  who  most  needed  assistance." 
This  speaks  well  for  Joseph  Witmer. 

Between  1838  and  1840,  neai-ly  all  the  con- 
ferences  organized  home  miasiunary  societies, 
by  which  means  they  were  able  to  prosecute 
the  work  of  home  evaugoUzatign  more  cner- 

^getically  and  sysUrmatically,  Thus  home  mis- 
sionary societies  were  formed  in  Mu^kingiim 
and  Scioto  conferences  in  1838;  in  Virginia 
in  1830;  and  in  Alleghany  in  1840.  At  the 
general  conference  which  met  in  1841,  the 
subject  of  missions  at  home  and  in  foreign 
lands  was  disco&sed,  and  a  parent  board  of 

.juissioDS,  as  already  noticed,  was  appointed. 
Tor  some  reason  this  board  remained  entirely 
inactive,  for  four  years;  and   at  the  general 

teonfereuce  of  184o  it  was  rc-clccbed.  Four 
years  more  of  total  inaction  was  followed  by 
another  reflection  in  1849. 

But  the  time,  the  set  time,  for  a  united 
movemeut  of  the  whole  church,  under  tlifl 
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lead  of  a  ceDtral  board,  was  drawing  near. 
The  Lord  was  stirring  up  the  people,  ajid 

I  they  could  not  rest  Isolated  conference  ao- 
tion,  in  the  home  field,  no  longer  answered 
the  wishes  and  the  expectations  of  the  church. 
Soon  after  the  Oregon  territory  was  opened 
for  settlement,  some  United  Brethren  fami* 
lies  emigrated  thither,  and,  in  letters  to  the 
Religious  Telescope,  pleaded  with  the  church 
to  send  them  spiritual  instructors.  These 
calls  touched  many  hearts,  and  moved  some 
to  action;  and  among  the  number  T.  J.  Con- 
ner, of  the  White  River  conference.  Mr.  C. 
suggested,  through  the  organ  of  the  church, 

.    the  propriety   of  sending  to  the  Pacific  one 

I  or  two  missionaries,  in  company  with  a  col- 
ony of  laymen,  who  might  desire  to  settle 
in  the  new  territory.  This  suggestion  was 
well  received.     Quite  a  number  of  families 

'  volunteered  to  emigrate;  the  board  of  mis- 
sions, first  elected  in  1841,  was  called  together 
to  hold  ita  first  meeting;  and  in  the  spring 
of  1853  two  missionaries,  T.  J.  Conner  and 
J.  Kenoyer,  three  local  preachers,  and  twenty- 
nine  lay-members,  set  out  overland  for  Ore- 
gon. This  movement,  so  wise  and  timely  m 
itself^  exerted  an  excellent  reflex  influeQc« 
trpon  the  church. 
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lu  the  autumn  following  the  moTement  ca 
tiio  colony  to  Oregon,  at  a  meeting  uf  the 
Bandui^ky  annual  conference,  a  profound  in- 
terest in  the  miasionarj'  cause  was  developed; 
and  a  committee,  of  which  J*.  C.  Bright  was 
chairman,  jiresculed  a  roport,  in  suh:3tancc  as 
follows; — 1.  That  the  time  has  fully  come 
when  the  United  Brethren  Church  should 
imite  her  whole  strength  in  a  missionary 
society,  which  shall  include  not  only  the  home, 
but  the  frontier  and  foixign  fields  in  the  sphere 
of  its  labors.  2.  That  the  Sandusky  confer- 
ence organize  itself  into  a  branch  missionary 
society,  with  the  prayer  that  the  general  con- 
ference may  form  a  general  society,  of  which 
each  conference  may  be  a  branch.  3.  That 
the  puyment  of  one  dollar  shall  constitute  a 
person  a  member  of  the  society  for  one  year; 
ton  dollars,  a  life  member;  and  fifty  dollars, 
a  life  director.  4.  That  our  brethren  be  en- 
treated to  exercise  the  most  prayerful  thought 
and  careful  inquiry  into  tlie  wanU  of  the 
nominally  ChrLstian,  and,  csjwcially,  heathen 
■world,  that  their  views  may  be  enlarged  in 
regard  Ut  the  magnitude  of  the  work  devolv- 
ing upon  the  Christian  church,  in  fuliilling 
the  commission  given  by  our  Savior  ou  the 
Mount,  just  before  hb  ascension.      6.    That 
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whereas  the  members  of  the  Sandusky  an- 
nual conference  have  formed  Ihemsylves  into 
a  foreign  missionary  society,  our  delegates  to 
the  ensuing  general  conference  are  instructed 
to  pray  said  cunference  to  take  such  meastures 
as  will  create  an  effective  foreign  missionary 
society,  in  order  to  effect  a  concentrated  ac- 
tivity throughout  the  whole  church,  so  that 
we  may  confidently  look  forward  (?)  the  time, 
not  distant,  when  the  church  of  the  United 
Brethren  in  Christ  shall  have  efficient  mis- 
sionaries in  foreign  lands. 

This  report  was  supported  by  stirring  ad- 
dresses ft-om  the  presiding  bishop,  D.  Ed- 
wards, U.  G.  Spaylh,  and  others,  and  adopted 
without  a  dissenting  vote;  after  which  a  sub- 
scription was  presented,  and  more  than  J700 
were  immediately  pledged  to  the  society's 
funds.  The  conference  adjourned  in  a  thor- 
oughly awaktMU'd  missionary  spirit.  The  other 
conferences,  which  met  prior  to  the  gen- 
eral conference,  manifested  a  similar  spirit; 
and  when  the  general  conference  convened 
in  Miltonvilie,  in  May,  1853,  the  whole  church 
was  ripo  for  a  general  missionary  movement. 
After  a  pretty  thorough  discussion  of  the 
question,  the  plan  outlined  iu  the  action  of 
the   Sandusky  confureuce  was  adopted   with 
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entire  unanimiiy.  A  general  Tnissionary  so- 
ciety wiis  organized,  or  to  say  the  same  thing 
in  a  plainer  way,  the  United  Ilrotliren  church 
was  organized  into  a  missionary  society.  The 
Bociety  is  known  as  the  "Home,  Frontier,  and 
Foreign  Missionarj'  Society  of  the  United 
Brethren  in  Christ."      Of  this   society   J.   J. 

• 

Gloiusbrenncr,  senior  bishop  of  the  church, 
was  elected  President;  H.  Kumler,  L.  Davis, 
and  D.  Edwards,  Vice-presidents;  J.  C.  Bright, 
Corresponding  Secretary;  J.  Kemp,  jr.,  Treaa- 
urer;  William  Longstreet,  D.  Shuck,  T.  N. 
Sowers,  J.  Dodds  and  D.  B.  Crouse,  Man- 
agers. 

The  Corres|K>nding  Secretary  devoted  him- 
self to  the  cause  ivith  a  zeal  and  energy  which 
made  a  deep  impression  ufion  ttie  mind  of 
the  church.  Few  could  hear  his  impassioned 
discourses  without  being  moved.  At  some 
public  meetings  $1000,  and  at  others  $2000 
were  secured ;  and  this  was  not  in  wealthy 
city  churclies,  but  in  small,  and  comparatively 
poor  congregations.  During  the  first  year  of 
the  society's  operations,  $7,541  6€  in  cash 
were  paid  over  for  missions,  $3,4€0  50  of 
which  were  for  frontier  and  foreign  missions 
exclusively.  In  addition  to  thU  the  general 
secretary  reported  that  the  probable  amoua^ 
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In  notes  and  subscriptions,  in  tbe  various 
conferences,  was  not  less  than  $15,000. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  during 
the  year,  a  mission  was  located  in  Africa, 
and  another  in  Canada.  At  the  annual  meet- 
ing, a  very  excellent  spirit  prevailed.  The 
resolutions  adopted  express  the  spirit  which 
animated  the  Uoard  and  the  church,  at  the 
outset  of  this  movement, 

I.  BfMolTijd.  TI>t[  in  view  «f  tho  rtmirliafale  lucema  of  our  m\»- 
litiatrf  •gnnt  ia  aacariDf  r<in(}>,  ud  alaa  In  Waw  nf  tlia  mmt  aM^lBl 

'  and  aHUilant  Ktioa  ud  (■^ntiiuu  of  tlic  diffiiraal  ■anukl  coahrwuci 
ihrotictaoal  tbe  ctiurch  in  promoting  th^  miMioniry  work,  wa  an 
«alt«d  npiin  hr  ili*  grmt  Hxul  at  thn  etiun)i  ta  Tandar  thmiku  to  iIm 
Oodar  luUBiiniH,  audu  coawctu* oorMlTM  atitv  to  hU  mmIm, 

II.  RenulTpd.  That  iku  miuionvj  bo&rd  will  maka  il  a  prinai^ 
ttbjnt  tu  |[irc  ih«  |o?pt'I  of  Obrial  U  ftll  omd  in  all  countrie*  iu  ita 
■it)tnix«d  aud  oHginal  punlf,  vholl^  «ti«ompteil  bf  Ute  iwpalkr 

atui  of   Ibe  aftc ;  lUch  a*  Slairry,  StvnL  Oath -bouad  SocietJca,  In- 

tomparaucii  knd  Catie. 

III.  lUwIred.  That  vo  ate  more  iLaa  erar coAviotcd  of  ihc  obU* 
gation  rMliiig  upuu  ut  aJi  minUlvn  vt  Hiat  *ho  aaid,  "Oi*  7«iob> 
all  th^  wnrld  and  pmwh  ilie  eoxpi^l  lo  entry  «n>alun>,"  ar>d  atoo 
an  inKiiiWrH  at  iba  Cbridtlan  ChuFch  in  ^iMral.  t»  ^itw  tlio  gonfw], 
Iha  wbule  kmjioI,  w  liie  haUlMU  alinwd  u  «cU  u  to  ooi  fvUow  cou». 
Uymcu  at  hoiiia. 

IT.  Itiuolrtd,  That  we  will  conliniu  tu  cunjim  our  Clirialian  brvUi- 
Ivii  itj  all  ibcirloTcof  that  ia«tli>«*lf  ottttiag*,  wlios*'^')"  "^^  f^ 
tht>  rcilamf-tiuii  of  the  whuli'huiiiui  rare  ;  bj  mil  thrir  deep  >viii|ialh}r 

for  il(n>nlr<)dili"0  and  li^gnidpd  hnmanily  ;  and  bjr  arny  ihrob  of 
the  hmn.  ttisl  IvatA  in  ibe  diteeiicm  of  tlu  iiood  and  t]>*  l>riiT*,  to 
liiti'D  10  tlw  vuica  ut  lauiciilaliou  and  war  cooiinf  ap  tioai  lli«  vhoU 
.eauliueot  of  Africa. 

T.  IlcitoltHl,  Thai  iu  th«  pTO(ia(ptlioa  of  Chriatianll^  biilh  at  horn* 
and  ID  b«sthi>u  countriM,  wa  rogard  ibe  lav  uf  Owl  aa  poniMiiunl  lo 
ito  all  buman  icinifiacu,  and  aa  tba  onlj  ftmvdaiioii  nl  oiufal  oblijfatioa. 
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Hcnw  no  Luidkd  Uw  <an  be  binding  upoa  Ihe  oontcieoec.  U  ll  clMflj 
•Mnw  in  oonftiel  *iUi  tbs  Uw  «(  Qnd. 

VI.  BmoIiwI,  That  in   tli«  opinion  ot  Out  Board  aac  of  (^  SfH 
dutiob  or  ilii-  miMioria/y  aRvr  snivicg  In  a  liiialbra  couninr,  i«  lo  a^ 

piv  hii  tniDd  to  acqtiirc  i  l[i>Dwl«lge  of  the  iBD^ngeor  diklivt  of  tlia 

DKim,  MO  tlwl  he  oiBj  be  able,  u  foou  u  jMwtible,  Ui  ap«*k  iw  tta 

[tniplv  ill  iki'ir  owii  toiiKUv  and  vitliiHit  an  itila-ipivlvr. 

VII.  R«(>lT«d.  ThM  waplBcvbul  ItKlu  e<»i6il<'iic;<-  iu  tb«  buJUiog 
np  aS  iatm>mvy  icIuxiU  UF  Cha  parpowof  uwhiiig  tbn  btwibm  ■ 
for^gu  lamgoagc  aiid  a  furpiga  liMrMurv ;  f«l  wt  advi**  uui  miwMia- 
win,  0.4  toon  aa  pracUcable,  to  erect  Mhtnh  for  tb«  purpose  of  leaelu 
)n([  ths  hwihcu  a  ntora  p«rfeet  knowlci)^  of  ihrir  owu  lao^aga^ 
and  Uis  onliuary  idcnew  pcrtAiuing  m  ciTiliutl  lifo  i  aad  alM>  bj- 
ih*  aid  oT  tliatr  Kcboala  lul  ihe  AorJiitnri'.^  br  girm  la  llm  ha<uh>B  is 
the  laii|fiia|[«  vborciti  ihey  wer«  bora,  ai  tooa  ai  jKiaaiblc. 

VIII.  KMulTcd,  Thot  VI'  advise  all  tke  uiiiaiwiariei  who  maj  go  lo 
Iwaibrii  ci'iiiilnoi  uiiilw  iht  dircctioti  of  tlii«  Iloanl,  la  carrir  mil  Ik 
lliiiiM«nttpi<«iii,  a«  neognJMd  in  our  bookof  diacipliiw,  aofar  aapn«- 
licabl«,  uudur  tbe  einmimtaneaK. 

IX.  Itcaulvdl,  Thai  while  wo  bdiFTc  h- will  be  man;  ytitt*  twftnv 
our  iniuioni  in  brathcn  ronniiien  bccoiDe  MlNappoctiog,  jvt  v« 
will  labor  lo  prwIuoB  Iti*  mult  u  mmii  aa  pewlbla. 

X.  iU'jiolTcd,  Tbal  wliilc  we  appraciaU  &«  fuww  Utd  Uilliianc* 
of  viulth,  Wmiti^  and  geniua,  a»  JiMlruteeDls  in  the  ^t«ai  work  of 
ounivrtlnj;  Uii>  hvailivii  to  Chri)>l,y*l,  »u  btriiiiTe  liisit  aa  amotatitt  fan- 
Mao  Icafuiiijf  aiiil  wealii),  uu  narty  ut  takuta  aud  (stiiiia,  cwi  lopfitf 
thaplM>t(4  au  humble  rpUaacaQnUad,  and  a  taitUaladhiPf  aa  lo  tha 
phoctplM  of  Ohriatiaui;;. 

Xi.  Raaolrvd.  That  w*  do  raott  MroMtlf  and  aSMiwulalj  k> 
<|iuiii  all  our  tiiiiiiiitunt  aiid  mviDlMia  of  tbc  charch  lo  make  it  a  rega- 
Im  liiiiinau  la  |ira}'  hi  Xim  auccvta  of  iiiinaioDai'i'ia  ;  and  paitioulwlj 
fur  Unite  of  viir  duiw  brvUircD  who  inajr  be  eudurisf  ilw  faardabjpa  umI 
priraciinuk  incident  i«  a  niwimiary  life  in  an  aociriliaed  eoualtj."        i 

Thusc  resolutions  breathe  tbe  right  spirit, 
and  the  church  may  do  well  to  recur  to  them 
frequently  in  years  to  come.  Oftentimes,  in 
the  vigor  and  spirituality  of  the  early  life  of 
a  Christian  eotcrprise,  the  sight  la  clearer^ 
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and  the  faitli  stronger  and  more  evangelical, 
than  in  uialuror  years,  when  there  is  more 
wealth,  policy,  routine,  worldly  wisdom  and 
Tforldly  conformity. 

At  this  meeting  W.J.  Shuey  was  appointed  to 
ihe  African  mission,  and  S.  S.  Snyder  to  Ka»- 
sas.  In  July  of  the  same  year,  Israel  Sloane- 
was  appointed  to  the  Canada  miflmon;  and  in 
November,  D.  C.  Kmnler,  and  D.  K.  FHckinger 
were  added  to  the  African  force.  Tlie  three 
hrethrcn,  Shuey,  Kumlcr  and  Flickinger,  sail- 
ed from  New  York,  Janimry  23rd,  1856,  and 
reached  Africa,  February  28th,  1856. 

Thus  was  the  missionary  enterprise  inaug- 
urated among  us.  Let  us  now  take  a  sum- 
mary view  of  its  progress  during  the  firat 
eight  years  of  its  operations.  The  correspond- 
ing secretary,  Mr.  Bright,  in  bis  quadrennial 
report,  .says: — 

"The  cordial  manner  in  which  the  missioD- 
ary  cause  has  been  received  by  every  annual 
conference  that  I  have  visited,  and  by  the 
churches  in  the  various  portions  of  our  Zion, 
and  the  intelligent  and  lively  interest  mani- 
fested, deserve  especial  and  grateful  acknowl- 
edgments. The  whole  church  has  been  ao 
nearly  a  unit,  in  this  cause,  and  has  shown 
such  a  readiness  to  act  fully  up  to  the  light 
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and  opportunity  afforded,  that  we  may,  witi 
tbe    increaaing   light   and  facilities,    Teason- 
ably  hope  that  the  time  is   near  when  our  M 
missioHary    resources   will    be    fiiUy  develop-  ^ 
ed,  and   successfully  employed  at  home   and 
abroad;   and  when,  eye  to  eye,  and  shoulder 
to  ahouider,  with  God's  people  of  every  name^ 
we  shall  push  on  the  conquests  of  the  Croaa 
until  the  whole  world  shall  rejoicingly  sulk 
rait  to  the  peaccfiil  reign  of  our  Redeemer 
and  Lord.     During  the  last  four  years  an  ex- 
tensive  work  haa  been   accomplished    in   the 
home  field;  portions  of  the  frontier  Geld  hare 
been  surveyed,  and  cultivation  has  been  com- 
menced; and  the  foreign  Held  has  been  visited, 
— a  stake  has  been  planted,  and  the  measure 
ing  line  has  been  stretched  upon  It. 

"Four  years  since  we  had  no  organization 
in  Or^on;  now  we  hare  a  small  but  flourish- 
ing annual  conference,  and  a  tine  prospect  for 
the  growth  of  the  church  bpth  in  Oregon  and 
Washington  territories, 

"In  Kjinsas  our  prospects  are  good.  The 
political  sky  is  cloudy,  but  freedom  must,  in 
the  end,  prevail.  We  have  but  to  follow  the 
openings  of  Providence,  to  win  many  souls  in 
Kansas. 

"The  Missouri  mission-oonference  has  been 
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able  to  add  but  little  to  its  strength.  It  is 
aituatcd  in  the  midst  of  the  border  conflict) 
and  is  a  light  in  a  dark  place. 

"Our  missioQ  in  Canada  ia  very  prosper- 
ous. The  membership  has  been  nearly  doubled 
during  the  past  year,  and  now  reaches  near  400. 

''Nebraska,  Minnesota,  and  Tennessee,  are  all 
promising  missions.  The  borders  of  the  Mich* 
igan  and  German  mission-conferences  have 
been  enlarged.  The  Michigan  conference  has 
already  19  preachers,  and  a  membership  of 
about  1000.  The  Grerman  has  25  preachers, 
and  a  membership  of  1200. 

"Every  annual  conference  in  the  church 
has  increased  in  membership,  and  some  bavo 
more  than  doubled  their  numbers." 

The  entire  expenditure  for  missions  during 
the  four  years,  for  the  frontier  and  foreign 
work,  was  $21,580  00,  distributed  as  follows: — 

Africa 9S,Ma  00 

-OiTgon,. • - 3,41S  00 

KanoM a.&»  00 

UUMuri 1,700  00 

OrniMiLOUiirerieBW S3H  OO 

HLobigsn  MiMinii-conEtmiM 1.21)0  00 

UinunuU 4UU  OO     , 

C»n»(lii, B,3l0  m 

ytbn^ki I^UU  OO 

Total wTmOOO 

The  ripendiium  for  th«  botat  work,  including  tbs 
unounU  raJMcl  for  \ht  tupponof  mitkiou&riiM  on 
UuinUaion*  tmountfld  to t6f>.10l  fil 

JfakiDgaUUlvJi|wn<litur«fbr  tbe  foar  jtmh  of. f01,6«i|  31 
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In    1857,  D.  K.  Fliekinger,   who  had  just 
returned  from  Africa  in  consequence  of  fail* 
ing  healtli,  wjis  elected  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary of  the  Society;  and  he  devoted  himself 
to  the  duties  of  his  office  with  all  the  ardor 
which  actual  experience  in  the  foreign  work 
is  calculated  to   inspire.     Large   success  at- 
tended hi.';  labors,  aA  a  snhciting  agent;   but 
a  long  and  painful   illness  seemed  to  render 
his  resignation  necessary,  a  few  montiu  all«r 
the  general  conference.    He  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.    Bright,    bis  predecessor    in    the  office, 
who,  after  nearly  a   year's  devotion    to  the 
cause  he  loved  so  well,  was  in  turn  compelled, 
on  account  of   completely.prost  rated    health, 
to  resign.     By  this  time  Mr.  Fliekinger  had 
ao  far  recovered  fi'om  the  effects  of  the  Afiican 
climate,  as  to  be  able  to  resume   his    office; 
and  he  has  since  devoted  himself  to  its  duties 
with  marked  ability  and  success.      Tu  him, 
in   connection    with    the    Treasurer,   Mr.  J. 
Kemp,  jr.,  belongs  the  credit  of  carrying  the 
Society  creditably  through   one  of  the  most 
embarrassing    financial     (>eriods    which     this 
country  has  ever  known;   and  not  only  has 
the  credit  of  the  Society  been  sustained,  but 
the  cause   has  been  pushed  forward  success- 
fully.   From   the   second  (juadrenuial  report 
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■of  the  Sorirty's  operations  weleam  that  dtir- 
'ing  Uie  four  years  ending  in  1861,  there  were 
paid  toward  the  support  of  the 

Sbarbro  miwan.  Wi«t  AMm, t^,-H9  (FT 

Cuikda  TnlHiaQ-coutetoM J.UQ  DO 

I  Ulcblttu      •■  "        51)0  nil 

1  WUMiiiin    "  "       9,01X1  DO 

^HiliniMMtt    "  -       9,l)9<l  QO 

^■ir«tmiui    *         -     i.-i:.c  (Ml 

^■^Emxu  "  ■■  , 8,750  00 

'           Mi*«i..ri  •■  "  Ulll)  00 

T*>i>nv.>M  "  "  131  9S 

Fnrkenibarf  ■■  •■ 873  03 

Ocrmui  ■•  "  3,700  00 

Cslifonii*  '■  •'  iO  DO 

Oregon  "  ••  , ,.„..  3^3  00 

ToUlpalil  by  ibcbowilfur  ffontJwaiid  CueifBwurk.  t^.822  04 
D'luii;;  Ljirr  Miiic  prriud  Ui«rr  w»i  pkid  for  Ihc  nup- 
[Kin  of  niiifliou*,  on  tii«  tmntien,  by  tlw  miMioiu 

IliciiiM'lrt*. cirluiliiiff  C'ulifbtDU 16.416  40 

Pftid  for  tli«  KUpport  nf  bmnK  m  iufoni  in  tba  wJoia* 
wlf*«u»T«inJng>  eonfctvnM^  dunng  tih»  wme  period.    81,894  91 

ToUlfur  humn,  rrontinr, anil  foreign  miMJon* )I37,063  35 

Those  footings,  when  compared  with  the 
footings  of  Mr.  Bright's  report  for  the  term 
ending  in  1857,  show  an  increase  in  the  ag< 
gregate  contrihutions  of  $4^,382  14. 

The  second  qnadrennial  report  ahow.s  a  debt 
of  only  $5,166  65.  Against  this  the  Society 
has  tlic  following  availables: 

Land*  in  tlliQuU, donated  bjJ.  O.BuoKr,  ISOaena, 

TRlneil  M 9  1,500  DO 

LuiditiDllIiiiuiii.bpfjiiiMtbpdbf  W.B.  Bkov)', valued  U  19,000  00 
N<K«a  Id  the  bandt  of  bnucb  utwann lO.SUO  DO 

Total  auela (23,600  00 

AiKU  o*tr  debt ||1 ,633  M 

Such  b  an  outline  bbtory  of  the  Home, 
Frontier,  and  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  dur- 
ing the  first  eight  years  of  its  operations. 
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THE  yHOSTIEB  MISSION  WORK — NEW  CONFEE- 
ENCES — OKEOOK,  MICHIGAN,  CANAi>Af  WIS- 
CONSIN', MISSOUAI,  KANSAS,  HINNESOTA,  QSB* 
2IAN',rARKER.<^BUKa — MISSIONS — CALIFORNIA, 
TENNESSEE,  AND  NEW  ENGLAND. 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  in  the 
spring  of  1863  T.  J.  Conner  and  J.  Ken- 
oyer,  aa-ompanied  by  J.  B.  LichlentJialer,  M. 
M.  Crow,  R.  Price,  and  twenty>nine  lay- 
members,  left  the  States  for  Oreoox,  by  the 
overland  route.  The  journey  acrosjj  the  plains 
and  mountains  was  accomplished  in  about 
five  months.  The  whole  company  reached 
their  destination  except  David  Mason,  a  be- 
loved father  ia  Israel,  who  died  on  the  way, 
in  goud  hope  of  a  home  in  heaven.  Kis  re- 
mains  rest  at  "Barlow's  Gate,"  near  tJie  eastr 
era  base  of  the  Cascade  mountains.  Soon 
after  the  colony  arrived  in  Oregon,  a  class- 
was  organized  in  Benton  Co.,  and  on  the  20th 
of  May,  1854,  the  first  quarterly  conference 
was  held.      Dividing  the  Willamette  valley 
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into  two  missions,  Mr.  Conner  commenced 
his  work  upon  the  southern,  and  Mr.  Ken- 
oycr  upon  the  northern  division.  Their  la- 
bors were  abundantly  blessed. 

The  general  conference  of  18.")3  recognized 
Oregon  ten'itory  as  a  mission-conference  dis- 
trict, and  all  the  ministers  in  the  territory 
assembled  iu  auaual  conference  uii  the  30th 
day  of  May,  1855.  The  annua!  conference 
was  composed  of  the  ministers  alreaily  named, 
and  P.  C.  Parker.  T.  J.  Conner,  to  whom, 
the  Miperintendcnce  of  the  mis.sion  had  beea 
committed  by  the  board,  was  elcctc<I  bishop 
pro  tern.  At  the  time  of  the  organization  of 
the  conference,  the  missionaries  had  been  la- 
boring in  the  territory  eighteen  months;  dup- 
ing which  time  they  had  introduced  the  church 
into  the  counties  of  Yam  Hill,  Polk,  Sfarion, 
Benton,  Linu,  Lane,  and  Umpqua.  The  two 
missionaries  were  much  aided  by  the  local 
ministers. 

The  first  annual  conference  divided  the 
work  into  five  fields  of  labor,  the  whole  con- 
stituting one  presiding  elder's  district.  Such, 
in  brief,  is  a  history  of  the  establishment  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church  in  Oregon.  Of  the 
progress  of  the  work,  and  of  many  pleasing 
and  excidog  incidents  oonnectcd  with  '%  no- 
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tice  can  not  be  taken  in  this  volume.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say  tliat  the  foundations  of  the  ^ 
church  were  laid  upon  the  solid  rock;  thai 
the  workmen  have  been  prudent,  persevering, 
and  true;  and  that  the  progress  of  the  cause 
has  been  constant  and  healthful.  The  statis- 
tics of  the  conference  for  1861  show  eleven 
traveling  and  seven  local  ministers,  and  five 
hundred  and  seventy-three  members. 

Prior  to  l&iO,  some  societies  of  United 
Brethren  were  formed  in  Lcnewec  Co.,  Mich- 
igazi,  by  the  Sandusky  conference,  and  in 
Berrien  Co,,  by  the  St.  Joseph, — these  coun- 
ties lying  adjacent  to  circuits  and  missions  in 
Ohio  and  Indiana, — but  up  to  tbe  year  1843, 
no  well-directed  effort  had  been  made  to  es- 
tablish the  church  in  the  interior  of  the  state. 
Prior  to  this  time,  United  Brethren  missiona- 
ries had  found  their  way  far  beyond  the  Mia- 
-sissippi,  and  were  already  looking  to  Oregon 
as  a  field  soon  to  be  occupied.  The  reason 
why  Michigan  and  other  northern  states, 
and  Canada,  were  passed  by  so  long,  is  found 
in  the  fact  that  United  Brethren  from  the 
older  sections  of  the  church  usually  followed 
the  tide  of  emigration  which  flowed  through 
Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa.  Michigan  being 
largely  settled  by  New  York  and  New  Eng- 
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land  people,  tlioiv  were,  of  course,  few  TJoiled 
Brethren  mini»itcrs  among  the  emigrants,  to 
lift  up  the  standard,  or  members  to  call  for 
>^nkisionaries. 

Id  1848  the  presiding  elder,  who  traveled 
the  western  district  of  Sandusky  oonfereneo, 
encouraged  a  zealous  young  preacher  to  ojwn 
ft  mission  in  Lliingston  and  adjoining  coun- 
ties; and  at  the  session  of  the  Sandusky  oon> 
ference  for  1849,  a  mission  district,  consist- 
ing of  four  missions,  was  organized.  The  dis- 
trict was  traveled  by  Stephen  Leo.  The  work 
pK^ressed  so  rapidly,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Sandusky  conference,  that,  in  1853,  the 
general  conference  constituted  the  state  of 
Michigan  (excepting  the  portion  occupied  by 
the  St.  Joseph  conference)  a  mission  confer- 
■enee. 

The  first  session  of  .thlg  conference  was 
held  near  Eaton  Rapids,  in  October,  18.'S4. 
Bishop  Davis  presided,  and  the  following 
ministers  wore  in  attendance;  J.  Lawrence, 
J.  Nixon,  A.  Bowser,  J.  Martin,  G.  C.  Fox, 
H.  Rathbun,  W.  S.  Titua,  S.  Lee,  C.  B. 
Waldo,  W.  L.  Kennard,  and  G.  W.  Miller. 
The  preachers  were  stationed  as  follows: — 
Michigan  District:  J.  Dixon,  P.  E.;  Lansing, 
A..  Bowser;  Pine  Lake,  W.  L.  Kennard; 
Vol.  II.— 86. 
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Grand  Uiver,  G.  C.  Fox;  Biirry,  A.  Barnum; 
Eaton,  H.  EatUbun;  Ingham,  J.  Garber;  Jack- 
son, G.  W.  Miller;  Adrian,  W. S.  Titus ;  Haisioi^ 
J.  Martio;  Hillsdale,  Kalamazoo,   and  Kent 
missions  to  be  supplied. 

At  the  end  of  four  years  of  aelf-Jen^'ing 
labor,  the  young  conference  was  placed  aam 
the  list  of  self-supporting  conferences;  and  in 
1860  it  numbered  twenty-aii  itinerant  And 
eleven  local  ministers,  and  sixteen  hundred 
imd  twenty-two  members;  and  it'  had  under 
its  control,  at  Leoni,  a  promising  seminan' 
of  learning,  M 

Some  societies  were  formed,  in  Casada  . 
"Wist,  by  Jacob  Erb,  a  quarter  of  a  century 
ago;  but  they  were  neglected,  and,  as  a  con- 
sequence, were  disbanded,  although  some  ei- 
oellcnt  members,  gathered  into  the  fold  by 
Mr.  Erb,  remain  .unto  this  day.  In  1853 
the  Sandusky  conference  made  a  small  appro- 
priation toward  the  support  of  a  mission  in 
Canada ;  and  the  following  year  Mr.  Erb 
made  a  risit  to  the  Province  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  re-establishing  a  mission. 
On  his  return  ho  reported  favorably  of  the 
enterprise,  whereupon  the  board  of  missions 
sent  over  Israel  Sloane,  of  the  Scioto  con*  A 
ference,  aa  a  missionary.    Other  laborers  from 
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tii6  United  Stato9  followed,  and  some  wero 
rabed  up  in  the  Province.  So  well  did  the 
cause  advance  that  in  1856  bishoi)  Gloasbren* 
uer  visited  the  mission,  and  organized  an  annual 
conference,  called  the  Canada  Mi&isiun-oonfer- 
esce.  The  Sret  session  of  this  new  conference 
vae  hvld  at  Shefheld.  Five  missions  were 
reo^izcd  and  supplied,  and  the  whole  field 
was  placed  under  the  supervision  of  Air.  Sloane, 
as  presiding  elder.  The  growth  of  the  work 
has  been  healthful;  and  an  excellent  class  of 
ministers  has  heon  raised  up  in  the  ProF- 
ince.  In  1861  the  conference  nutnbured  six- 
teen miuLstcrs,  and  seven  hundred  and  three 
members.  An  open  door  has  been  placed 
before  the  United  Brethren  in  Canada. 

The  United  Brethren  church  in  WiscoN* 
wx  was  established  by  missionaries  from  Il- 
linois; prominent,  and  most  beloved  among 
whom  was  James  Davis.  The  firat  society  in 
the  state  was  organized  by  Mr.  Davis,  at 
father  Johnson's,  not  far  from  Kutland,  in 
Dane  Co.  The  blessing  of  God  upon  the 
indefatigable  labors  of  ilie  missionaries  from 
JlUnois  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  many 
good  societies  in  the  southern  counties  of  the 
state,  la  1857  the  general  conference  set 
off  the  work  in  Wisconsin,  constituting  it  a 
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mission-conference.  This  was  &  wise  measore; 
and  it  has  told  very  fevorably  upon  the  progfrea 
of  the  cause.  The  first  Wisconsin  conference 
met  at  Rutland,  Dane  Co.,  in  1858.  Bishop 
Davis  presided.  The  work  was  divided  i»to 
tiro  distriets,  comprising  sixteen  miBsions  and 
four  circuits,  which  were  supplied,  as  followB: 

HaM  rhtriei.—G.  G.  XiclKj,  F,  B,;  RsUud,  S-  C  Znek;  ITbIm, 
8.  SuUud:  ajoiiriM.  J.  V.  Raod;  Stiii  Pniri*.  W.  HuJ>in«;  WhhiaMB. 
E.S,B(inac;  Fon  ilu  lac.  J.  NicboU;  Pl^uiontb.  S.  Knox. 

Wrt  Dittria  :— 3-  L  EldnJ.  P.  K  :  Viroiiim.  F.  Ooicalt ;  Onw- 
ford.  R.  Pnw*.)];  Fomt,  K.  Smilb;  Richland,  0.  liiM;  Hou«.*  Owk. 
V.  W.  tiiii>f>kinB  aiid  B.  UvwMili  IxismoiiiiVF,  D.  Uunpfios: 
BUkes  Pnirlo.  E.  W.  Caufldd:  Blue  Biv«r.  J.  Paj'ue-.  Ou«r  CtmL 
^.  B.  L.  Whiter;  fti»b»ore,  R.  CnniiT.  S*TsnI  miMlAoa  wwvMt  to 
banpplicd  with  Ubonn  b; tlie  pivaidiny  dden. 


The  Lord  went  with  the  missionariea,  and  at 
the  annual  conference  for  1860  they  reported: 
ministers,  local,  eight;  travoHng,  tliirty-one; 
fields  of  labor,  thirty-two;  members,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighty -five.  At  the  rcqueat  of 
this  vigorous  young  eonference,  the  general- 
conference  of  1861  divided  Wisconsin  ini 
two  conferences.  The  southern  portion,  r& 
taining  the  old  name,  was  made  a  self-sustain* 
ing  conference;  the  northern,  called  Fox  RivcTj 
was  made  a  mission -conference.  1 

Kfiorts  were  made  in  1853  to  establish  the 
United    Brethren    church     in    south-we«tc 
MiBsoURi.      Henry  Kumler,  jun.,   was   acni 
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out,  early  in  that  year,  aa  n  pioneer  miaaion- 
ary;  ami  he  was  followed  by  J.  Terrel.  An- 
nual conferences  were  held,  bishop  Edwards 
presiding,  from  1854  to  1868;  but  soon  after 
the  work  had  been  so  well  begun,  the  great 
struggle  between  freedom  and  elavery  for  the 
territory  of  Kansas,  was  commenced.  The 
United  Brethren  missions  were  in  the  famous  ' ' 
"Border,"  and  during  the  years  of  intense 
excitement  which  followed,  our  infant  sodeties 
made  little  or  no  progress. 

The  Des  Moines  conference  inaugurated  a 
more  successful  missionary  movement,  under 
more  favorable  auspiocs.  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  state;  ami  in  1858  the  ministers  of 
that  conference,  who  ha<l  been  laboring  in 
Missouri,  assembled  in  annual  conference  at 
Atlanta,  in  Macon  Co.  Bishop  Edwards  pre- 
sided. The  fields  of  labor  were  named  and 
supplied  at  lhi»  conference  as  follows:  Eagle*  - 
ville,  V.  Shanklin;  Putnam,  J.  Osborn  and 
J.  Maytield:  Chariton,  O.  H.  Busby;  St. 
Franci^ville,  J.  H.  MeVay;  Xcwport,  T.  Per- 
kins; Atlanta,  W.  II.  Burns;  Bible  Grove,  J. 
T.  Timmons:  St.  Aubert,  S.  Coblentz.  Two 
missions,  the  Nodaway  and  Marrowbone,  were 
to  be  supplied  by  the  presiding  elder,  Moeec  /. 
Michael.     The  growth  of  this  conference,  since 
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its  re-organiMtinn,  has  Vioeii  highly  oneourflg'- 
ing.  Tlio  ini«si(niMries  have  dt?rot<>d  them- 
Sdlves  to  tho  cause  with  commendable  zeal; 
and,  at  the  conference  in  I860,  were  able  to 
report-  l(X)l  members  in  society,  not  includ- 
ing any  in  the  aouth-we«t*m  part  of  the  state. 

Soon  after  Kansas  was  opened  for  settlo- 
Tnent,  the  missionaries  of  the  United  Brethren 
church  were  sent  into  the  territory :  and 
through  the  severe  and  protracted  struggle 
between  freedom  and  slavery, — a  struggle 
which  will  fill  a  large  space  in  the  history 
of  our  country, — they  were  among  the  most 
officient  evangelists.  The  first  missionaries 
sent  out  were  S.  S.  Snyder,  of  Alleghany  con- 
ference, and  W.  A.  Cardwell,  of  Indiana. 
The  first  annual  conference  convened  at  Prai- 
rie City,  Douglas  Co.,  in  1857,  bishop  Rd- 
wards  presiding.  The  fielda  of  labi>r  were 
supplie<l  as  follows: 

Kansas  district:  S.  S.  Snyder,  P.  E.;  Tetnim- 
sch  mission,  W.  A.  Cardwell;  Big  Springs, 
A.  M.  Thornton;  Lawrence,  S.  Kretzinger; 
Prairie  City,  J.  S.  Gingerieh;  U]>per  Xec^ho, 
G.  Perkins;  Lower  Neosho,  N.  Bixlcr;  Fort 
Scott,  J-  Terrel;  Osawattamie,  W.  Huffman. 
Amid  all  the  difficulties  arising  from  the 
struggle  for  freedom,  and  from  the  late  fam- 
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ine,  the  church  has  been  steadily  gaiaing 
ground;  and  in  1860  was  able  U>  report  nine 
hundred  and  Iwenty-eight  members  in  society. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1856,  J.  W.  Ful- 
kerson,  formerly  of  the  Virginia  conference, 
commenced  his  labors,  a^  a  missionary''  of  the 
TJnited  Brethren  board,  in  Mixnej^ota.  In 
August  of  the  following  year  Edmund  Clow, 
of  the  Rock  River  conference,  received  & 
commission  to  labor  in  the  same  field.  So 
■well  was  the  work  C()mmenced,  that  the  gen* 
■eral  conference  of  1857  recognized  Minnesota 
as  a  mission-conference  district;  and  thi*  first 
session  of  the  Minnesota  conference  was  held 
at  Marion,  OInistead  Co..  in  August,  1857. 
Bishop  Davis  presided.  There  were  present, 
besides  the  ministers  already  named,  J.  ITaney, 
who  bad  been  sent  out  by  the  board,  from 
the  Virginia  conft-rence;  and  J.  Merril,  for- 
merly of  the  Sandusky  conference.  At  the  ses* 
sion  of  this  new  conference  (which  lies  almost 
wholly  north  of  the  United  Brethren  line  of 
emigration),  for  1800,  nine  itinerant  preachers, 
and  four  hundred  and  ninetyone  members, 
were  reported. 

In  1835,  fatbers  Mechlin  and  Cramer,  of 
-the  Scioto  conference,  by  invitation  of  Mr. 
Hanby,  established  an  appointment  in  a  large 
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Germait  settlement  m  Boutb-eaatem  Ohi<v 
which  resulted  in  the  organization  of  ft  good 
society,  composed  wholly  of  European  Ger- 
mans. This  waa  the  germ  of  a.  work  exclu- 
sively German,  which  has  since  been  devel- 
oped into  two  German  conferonco  district*. 
Tip  to  1863  the  German  preachers  in  the 
west,  raised  up  among  the  European  Ger- 
mans, were  received  into  the  English  confer- 
ences; but  at  the  general  conference  of  th«t 
year  an  exclusively  German  coxferexck  was 
formed,  to  crabraco  Ohio  and  the  west  gen- 
erally. This  niission-conference  held  its  first 
session  in  1863;  and,  after  eight  years  of  suo- 
cessful  labor,  a  self-supporting  German  con- 
ference was  constitulcii  in  Ohio,  and,  a  Ger- 
man mission-confcrcnco  formed  in  Indiana 
and  the  north-west.  There  were  in  the  Ger- 
man conference,  at  its  session  in  1860,  fifteen 
traveling  preachers,  and  twelve  hundred  and 
eighteen  members. 

The  Pabkrrsbtjro  conference  was  set  off" 
from  the  Virginia  conference  in  1857.  It 
occupies  that  portion  of  Vir^nia  which  lies- 
west  of  the  mountains.  With  but  trifling 
assistance  from  the  board  of  missions,  its 
success  has  been  all  that  could  be  deaired. 
It  numbered,  at  its  last  annual  session,  bIx- 
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te^  traveling  preachers,  and  twenty-two  buD- 
drsd  and  ten  members. 

In  I808  Israel  Sloane,  who  had  labored 
with  such  marked  success  as  a  pioneer  in 
Canada,  volunteered  to  open  a  misgion  in 
Califorxu.  Trusting  wfaully  tu  the  gen- 
erosity of  the  people  among  whom  he  wa« 
to  labor,  and  to  hi»  own  means,  for  support,. 
he  entered  upon  the  work,  and  labored  with 
so  much  success,  that,  in  18til  the  general 
conference  recognized  California  as  a  mission- 
conference  district.  Mr.  Sloane  reported  rfr 
cently,  in  the  new  work,  three  or  four  fields 
of  labor,  all  of  which  were  supplied,  and  a 
number  of  good  societies.  The  spirit  of  en> 
terprise  which  has  characterixed  Mr.  S.  in. 
the  ustabltsbment  of  this  nussion,  is  worthy 
of  all  praise. 

In  IB5^  John  Reubush,  of  the  Virginia 
conference,  was  sent  into  eastern  Tennessee,  to 
open  a  mission.  He  was  kindly  received  by 
the  people,  and  his  labors  were  crowned  by 
the  conversion  of  many  souls.  He  succeeded 
in  forming  a  good  circuit,  and  erecting  one  or 
more  houses  of  worship,  when  the  war  for 
the  Union  rendered  a  suspension  of  his  labon 
necessary. 

In  1867  the  Sandusky  conference  projected 
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a  misaion  in  New  England.    S.  Lindsay  and 
L.  Moore  were  the  first  missionaries  employed 
in  this  work.    They  commenced  their  labon 
in  MassAcbusctts.    The  Lord  went  with  them, 
and    with  those  subsequcntlv   sont;    and    so 
-well  was  the  work  sustained,  that  in  1861  a  fl 
Mftssachusetta  mission-conference  was  formed.  ™ 
Prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  conference, 
the  Xew  England  mission  was  supported  and 
supplied  with  laborers   wholly  by   the  San- 
dusky conference.  ^ 
We  have  only  glanced  at  the  rapid  ly-ei-  ™ 
pjHiding  frontier  field,   a  minute  history  of 
which  would  fill  a  volume;  but  we  have  seen 
sufiicient  to  convince  us  that  the  last  decada 
has  beea  a  period  of  very  successful  frontier 
missionary   work    in    the    United    Brethrea 
church. 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 

THE  LATE  QUADRENNIAL  CONFERENCES — WA- 
TER BAPTISM — DEFHATITT  QrESTION  —  IM- 
PEACHMENT CASE — STATE  OF  THE    CIHTBCII. 

Of  the  \aie  general  conference*,— tentli, 
eleventh,  twelfLli,  and  thirteeath. — a  detailed 
notice  can  not  be  given  in  this  volume. 
Aside  from  the  ordinary  routine  of  work, 
devolving  upon  the  chief  ecclesiaatical  assem- 
bly of  a  church,  little  was  done  by  the  gen- 
eral conference  of  IS^.*     One  act,  however, 

■  Th^conferMiM  diatri«M  w«ra  rrprMCDled  si  foUftwi :  Ptntugl- 
WHM.  J.  Eib,  O.  HiUer,  «dc1  J.  Fubi ;  fiair  Ftant^tanit,  0.  P«fla7, 
.).  lUxip.  aiiil  D.Oingench:  Virginiii,  U.  Burcner.  J,  Hii^IiKiI.  aad  J. 
Markirowl:  AtUghaitif,  J.  B.  tUalcr,  J.  R.  Sitmm.  W.  Bci^hrJ:  Mat- 
Unytim,  SO,  Suwutl,  A.  S.  Wkd«,Kn4  J.  Todd;  StuHo.J.  Itoalgata- 
itj,  Di  Bdwcrda,  and  H.  Ambruw;  Saadutkji,  A.  SprulcLn,  H.  O. 
Spartb,  ind  J.  C.  Bri&ht;  Miami.  V.  R.  Hhiiiehtn.  W.  DtrU,  H. 
KuinUr.Jr.;  hilana.  H.Sonvbnke.  L.  S.  OhiltcnileD,  J  Lapp:  /Ok 
naii.  J.  Tvrrel;  tVaitw/i,  J  BcMbler,  J .  F.  Shuey.  and  J.  Ctiatk, 
WhiURiorr.D.  Stuvrr.W.  W.  RifbftrdMn.  O.W.  Witt;  Si.  Jaitph,  3. 
TbomM,  J.  M.  BarnliPr,  R.  and  B.  Limb. 

flfCliana,  W.  Hinby.  Editor  of  fbliymai  Tiintopt;  D,  airicklw. 

Edilnr  of  "  Diitj  M*rtbi>"L  N.  Altman,  Pulillaliiiiic  Afi-iit;  J.  J.OItM* 

brpiincr.  J.  Krb.  mill  D.  Edvtrda,  biibopti  tlio  Ttuitm  «r  Ui«  Prist' 
inf  &tal>li»hinen(  w«T«ra«lMUd. 
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deserves  a  little  attention.     The  rule  on  secret 
societies  waa   changed,  with  a  view  to    make 
it  more  effective.      Prior  to  1849  some  new 
secret  orilen*  had  arisen,  and   among    them 
the  Sons  of  Temperance,  an  order  which,  by 
its  devotion  to  the  noblest  of  causes,  appealed 
with  almost  reaiatless  effect   to   the    popular 
heart;  and  yet,  unfortunately  for  the   great 
cause  in  which    it  was  enlisted,  the  hateM 
serpent  of  secrecy  was  coiled  up  in  its  very 
heart.       Many    of  the    United   Brethren   in 
Christ  were  placed   in  a  strait      They   did 
not  wish  to  give  any  countenance  to  the  de- 
fenseless principles  upon  which   secret  com-_ 
binations  are  founded,  nor,  on  the  other  hai 
to  oppose,  or  even  appear  to  oppose  the  blessed 
cause  of  temperance;   and  as  the  rule  in  the 
discipline  specified  Freemasonry  only,  a  few 
of  them  overlooking  the  Constitution   which 
prohibits  connection  with  any  and  every  secret 
combination,  joined  the  new  order,  and  claimed 
that  in   so   doing   they  violated   no  rule  of 
discipline.    The  subject  came  before  the  gen- 
eral conference,  was  thoroughly  discussed,  and 
with  but  two  dissenting  votes  the  following 
new  chapter  was  inserted  in  the  Discipline,  in 
the  place  of  the  old  chapter  adopted  in  1829i* 
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"  TntmuoD  rj.  In  crtry  mbm  of  the  vord,  ilikll  be  loialljr  piohiMtMl, 
'■nd  ikrres^atl  be  no  canoectioii  withBcc[Hconibin&tiin»:(BMcr«tcani* 
'bioitloninone  vboM  iaititlory  ceremoa}'  at  boiidof  animi  ibk  nstcI)] 
■Bd  any  mfmbtr  found  «onnMtad  villi  auth  Meintjr,  iibUI  h«  albrtian- 
muij  adiiiiKiUlwd  bj  tbcpretchar  in  cli&r)^,  twice  or  tlkrico,  ami  if  huch 
infimbar  diHH  noi  dmiU  in  a  ri«tonabl«  timo.  bv  tliall  bi>  a<>ti£«d  la ip- 
|war  Iwhtf  l!ia  Itikiirial  to  whicli  l)4i  in  amriitble:  and  if  ba  Itill  nfoua 
to  dMMt,  li«  thail  b«  upeUnl  from  Out  C'hurob." 

The  eleventh  general  conference,  which  eon- 
Tened  in  Miltonville,  O..  in  1863,*  Is  marked 
by  the  vigorous  progreesivo  spirit  which  charac* 
teriz&d  a1)  its  proceedings.  The  misitinnary  and 
publishing  intorcata  of  the  church  received 
especial  attention.  As  noticed  elsewhere,  the 
Homo,  Frontier,  and  Foreign  Missionary  So- 
ciety  was  organized;  and  a  healthful  aggres- 
sive spirit  breathed  into  every  department  of 
the  missionary  enterprise.  The  Printing  Es- 
tablishment wa-s  removed  from  Circlevilio  to 
Dayton,  Ohio,  and  measures  were  adopted, 
looking  toward  an  expansion  of  the  field  of 
its  operations.     These  interests  have,  already, 

"  The  «or»f»iTii«*  dlrtrlcli  Wfr*  n-piti>*DM  a*  follovo:  PtttKtfl- 
MMM,  J.  Riwa«1,  A,  Oven.  J.  0.  Smilli:  f  Ml  PmuylMnfit,  8  Dru- 
back,  S.  Voniwirta,  J.  A.  Sand,  Utami,  U.  Konilcr,  ](.,  .1.  Hill,  J. 
Couuii:  Virginia.  J.  Markvood,  J.  HfkchMl.  O  R.  RJmat.  Stiotu,  J. 
Itnnifftnaery,  FI.    .loiMW,  M.  Ambrose:  jK/'tfU'iny.    J.  B    RiiOor,  8     S. 

Snyder.  I  foUuri  WMtRittr,  J.  1'.  VaiiiVKiaii,  D.  Surer,  W.  W. 
Bicbanlion;  /aua,  F  R.  8.  Bfrd.  JL.  A.  SclUts;  Muutingum.  S. 
WaaTor,  K.  Slutu,  C.  Carter;  SanJuiky,  3.  Lawrtncc,  J.  C  Bright, 
A.  Biddlo;  mnai*.  J.  A.  lUnoyer,  J.  Tancl;  Wab^k.  J.  Oriffltta.  A. 
Wlouctt.  J.P.  Shut;':St  Jtttfi.J.  B  8tt|;bi.  J.  Pftbariiuff.J.  Surran, 
In^ana,  J.  Lupp,  L  S.  ChitUad«B.  D.  Shuck. 
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received  attention  in  this  bislory ;  and  we 
need  only  refer  to  them  now.  One  matter,  J 
however,  relating  to  the  deiical-e  qucatiou  of 
"water-bapli-sni,  ninst  be  noticed.  At  an  early 
period  in  the  conference,  a  resolution  va 
introduced  by  Mr.  Kumler,  which,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  some  of  the  members  of  the  confer- 
ence, leaned  a  little  to  the  Pedo-IJnptist  side  of 
the  question;  and  a  brisk,  though  good-natured, 
dobat«  sprang  up.  Happily,  however,  before 
the  questiou  was  pressed  to  a  vote,  bishop 
Olossbrenncr  otTered  the  following  substitute 
to  Mr.  Kumler's  resolution:  '-Kesolved,  that 
in  the  opinion  of  this  conference  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  the  United  Brethren 
church  for  a  minister  to  speak  lightly,  either 
publicly  or  privately,  of  any  form  of  baptism 
practiced  by  his  brethren."  This  resolution, 
which  breathes  the  spirit  of  ChrisUauity,  and 
is  in  entire  harmony  with  the  discipline  of 
the  United  Brethren  in  Christ,  was  heartily 
endorsed  by  the  conference.  Good  sense  and 
good  Christianity,  alike  forbid  the  endorse- 
ment of  the  extreme  views  entertained  either 
by  the  Baptists  or  the  Pedo- Baptists.  Of 
another  subject,  which  occupied  some  attention 
in  the  ninth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  quadrennisJ 
conferences,  a  passing  notice  must  be  given. 
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I  United   BrethreD,   in   all  periods  of  Iheir 

I  history-,  have  boon  remarkably  free  frum  doc- 
I  trinal  controx^crsies ;  and  hence  they  have 
I  produced  few  theological  works,  have  been 
I  entirely  freo  from  schisms,  and  their  time 
I  and  means  have  been  dcroted  to  tho  diffit- 
f  sion  of  eiperimental  and  practical  religion. 
Yet  they  have  not  mtirelg  escaped  what  Mr. 
Beecher  has  very  well  denominated  '*tlie  con- 
flict of  agos."  As  early  as  1S34,  the  subject 
of  depravity  was  occasionally  discussed  in  the 
columns  of  the  Religious  Telescope ;  hut  it 
was  not  until  about  the  year  1845  that  any 
considerable  attention  was  eallod  to  iL  At 
the  general  conference  for  that  year,  a- mo- 
tion was  made  to  strike  out  the  word  "de- 
pravity" from  the  question  asked  of  candi- 
dates for  tho  ministry,  beginning,  "What  is 
your  knowledge  of  faith,"  etc.  This  motion 
was  not  sustained.  After  this  little  brush, 
for  such  it  was,  the  subject  was  allowed  to 
slumber  until  ISijS.  Into  the  general  con- 
ference of  that  year,  a  motion  was  introduced 
by  Mr.  Potter,  to  strike  out  the  word  "  de- 
pravity" in  the  question  already  roferred  to, 
and  to  place  in  tho  list  of  questions  to  can- 
didates, the  following  new  question :  "  Do 
you  beliovo  in  the  doctrine  of  natural,  bered- 
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itarv,  total  depravity,  as  h^ld  by  our  chorch 
This  proposition  called  forth  quit«  a  lengthy 
and  exciting  discussion,  after  which   Mr.  P.'j 
queation,  modified  to  read  thug:  **I>o  you  Wlteve 
in  the  doctrine  of  natural,  hereditary,  complete 
depravity  ?"  vas  adopted,  and  inserted  in  tho 
discipline,  accompanied   by  the  following  ex- 
planation, offered  by  biahop  Glutjsbrenner,  and 
placed inaitfot  note.  "1.  Bydepravity  is  moant, 
not  guilt,  nor  liability  to  punishment,  but  tho 
absence  of  holiness,  which  unfits  man  for  heaven. 
2.  By  natural,  it  is  meant  that  Dian  is  bom 
with  this  absence  of  holiness.     3.  By  hered- 
itary, is  meant  that  this  unholy  state  is  ia> 
berited  from  Adam.     4.  By  total  or  complete, 
is  not  meant   that  a    man   or  a   child  can 
not  become  more  unholy;  or  that  he  is  irre- 
coverably unholy;  nor  that  he  is  a  maas  of 
corruption;  but  that  this  absence  of  holiness 
must  be  predicated   of  all  the  faculties  and 
powers  of  the  soul." 

This  action  did  not  give  very  general  satis- 
faction, especially  in  some  portions  of  the 
west,  and  a  brisk  theological  skirmish  was 
kept  up,  in  many  places,  during  the  four 
years  which  intervened  bptwcen  the  general 
conferences  of  1853  and  1857;  and,  when  the 
last-named  confereuoe  convened,  preparations 
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were  made,  on  both  sides,  for  a  pitched  bat- 
tle. Fortunately,  the  piety  and  good  sense 
of  the  conference  enabled  them  to  adopt,  by 
a  unanimous  vote,  a  substitute  for  the  ques- 
tion of  1853,  which  has  been  entirely  satis* 
factory  to  the  church,  and  which  put  an  end 
At  once, — it  is  hoped  for  all  time  to  come, 
— to  controversy  on  this  confessedly  difficult 
question,  in  the  United  Brethren  church. 
The  question,  as  adopted  by  the  conferonce, 
and  as  it  now  stands  in  the  discipline,  reads 
thus:  "Do  you  believe  that  man,  abstract 
of  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  is  fal- 
len from  original  righteousness,  and  is  not 
only  entirely  destitute  of  holiness,  but  is  in- 
clined to  evil,  and  only  evil,  and  that  con- 
tinually; and  that,  except  a  man  be  bora 
again  be  can  not  see  the  kingdom  of  God?" 
The  thirteenth  general  conference  assem- 
bled at  Westerville,  0.,  in  1861,  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  great  war  for  the  Union.  It  was 
remarkable  for  the  unity  which  character^ 
ized  all  its  proceedings.  Some  changes  were 
made  in  the  discipline,  one  of  which  provides 
that  ministers  or  members  of  the  church, 
who  violate  the  rule  in  relation  to  secret 
societies  shall  b«  dealt  with  as  in  other  cases 
of  immorality;   and  a  case   of  impeachment 

Vol.  II.— ar. 
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of  an  annual  conference, — the  first  in  the 
history  of  the  church, — was  tried.  That  it 
may  bu  i)roiM}rly  underatood,  a  few  facts  must 
be  statod. 

Just  before  the  Sandusky  conforence   met 
to  noUl  her  annual   session   for    1857,  it  wta 
rumor«'d   that  some   ministers   cf   that  body 
■were  Freemasons,      That  auoh    might  "be  de- 
tected,   if   in    the   conference,   by    resolution 
each  member  was  asked,  publicly,  on  his  ex- 
amination,—  "Are  you  a  member  of  any  se- 
cret society?"     To  this  question  every   mem* 
bor  of   the   conference    present   answered  in 
the  negative.      However,  soon  after  the  rise 
of   the    conference    it   was    ascertained    that 
acTeral  of  the  itinerant  minister  of  the  con- 
ference were  Freemasons!     This  intelligence 
produced  a  painful   sensation   in   the   confer- 
ence, and  throughout  the  church. 

At  the  succeeding  annual  conference,  the  min- 
isters implicated  were  called  to  account,  and 
they  nil  admitted  that  they  had  joined  the 
FiNiemasons.  As  the  question  of  guilt  was 
settled,  upon  the  acknowledgment  of  the  par- 
ties implicated,  the  conference  adopted  the 
following  paper,  as  a  guide  in  the  disposition 
of  the  cases  before  it: 


I 


Tbh  teiiSi-rtate  Irunt  with  lioep  ttgnt  lb>i  M^^nl  of  {(a  : 
b«TO,  viiliiB  ft  necBt  pftied,  waA  is  fUiu  ridatioB  9f  au  ■*H*r''f 
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nd  Om  UtAy  ScripCurw.  bcemni  Piwiuwih.  Thii  giras  tu  mtalik- 
C)*d  pkiii :  ftitd  liw  npon  oi  Uib  dafMUan  iu  tlw  luiuiiUf  «l  tliU 
•OBforeacc  faaa  ocxunioncd  mucti  unctsloaia  ihrauf^liuiit  tli«  tlmnib, 
fmUiif  KiviiUy  (Ad*«lnif  eoDfldoDM  In  die  iotcgril^  of  our  mlalitty. 
Wvminina  ibu  «T«r  eoovioMd  of  tfc«  ertl*  <rf  were;  mcIoUw— of 
llMir  utt^  inoompuibilitj  «itt)  ihe  principln  at  Mir  «hurth,  ind  viih 
vtUi  Olhriatbnil^:  and  ««  are  dolarmincd.  bj  iba  Wp  ofOod,  kindlj 
■nd  hnniblj,  bat  Rrmljr  ind  baldly, (oanfotMonrdiMlpliDL- in  ndadon 
lomllicctvi  minblniiloti*,  in  UiU  caaUrrace,  and  in  kll  the  cbiinkm 
wminUted  to  wr  e*n. 

A(  it  reapfcU  ihe  nittiiLen  of  onr  unftNnMwkulutvnbtAoiiKptw- 
iiiMdus,  'lur  con dcm nation  of  what  tlwj  bavo  dan»— w«  wy  >t  in  MP- 
renr  (uid  in  lo»»— i»  iinqnalified,  Wseui  find  no  apulugj  for  it.  Tin 
fact  Uiat  tlirv  bill  commiilcd  unlo  lliem,  bj  tliefr  brrtlircn.  important 
ttitaU  tad  ris9puiuibiliLi>^.  liighlcna  iht  offcnw.  ll  cio  not  h»  Um 
aratli  dcpiorcd  Ibal  wi'cbruan,  tct  fur  the  dtkifo  of  <}■••  <bur«li.  tliotild 
betbcfint  i«  bclrajr  it  inEoihnhandu  ef  Ita  ananilni.  A  puro.uatb- 
lUi  ud  reliable  mltiiurjr  it  wteniUl  to  the  ufuly  and  pniaperitf  of 
ZIoa. 

But  it  ill  not  in  otir  bnart*  la  dial  hanblj  vith  our  bnflirta:  and,  in 
esM  tbo}'  can  (ciin  aatiiJltftinii  to  tlii*  confcmico.  nuch  ai  iko  go*pcl  f- 
^aina,  «u  ara  nody  lo  rto«i*a  liai  Ui«  taniDgotpeldinoM.  In«rd*r 
ibtt ««  111*}'  arrirt  at  ijnBl  and  utisfact^fCODCliiHion, wo  adapt,  a«a 
rale  to  br  a])]>lie<d  tn  all  Ui«  cavn  in  qiiiMliou  bofora  at,  iIm  follcnrlog  : 

Thew  breUii«u  iiDpllcntvd,  wbo  (niMf  MOftu  thai  lli*7  hafe  toDi- 
nittad  a  driurova  wrony  ngMmt  ibe  oburab.  and  againat  Ood.  bj 
iMCttiDUig  PrwaiMOD*.  aad  Umi  itifj  arc  hMwUlf  torrj  f«r  tbat  wiob^ , 
and  who  promMn  thai  Uipywill  haviMiafouneetion  «ith  Fnienuwaatr, 
ll«)tli«r  gi'iiig  iiur  uikwvring  ila  si^^.  or  gHpii,  or  pkia-vorda,  eolta^ 
id)!  iu  ludgw.  ur  iu  aujr  way  miul  l.beint^lToii  of  its  bntufita,  dirfctly 
OT  indirectly,  and  vba  aHore  thtrconfirninM  ibM  tlia;  do  now  Ixwtily 
adorM  our  di>«iplin«  an  accRcy.  and  will  twmwlly  «bM3T«  ii,  and 
csforca  it  iu  lb<-ir  adflainlalratioD.  and  mppoit  li  by  their  iafliMinrr, 
Uiall  be  fi^irj^iri^ii — rM«!'Kt  to  our  bcarU  mi  bracfaice,  and  coniioroded 
tA  lie  oonlidcbw  and  lun  of  tbe  chuteb. 

Before  the  conference  closed,  all  the  minis- 
ters implicated  complied  with  the  require- 
ments   of    this    paper,    were   forgiven,    and 
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appointed,  as  usual,  to  fidda  of  labor.  Sub&Q- 
quently,  howeTer,  dissatisfaction  was  expressed 
with  the  action  of  the  coaferenco,  and,  as  a 
result,  an  impeachment  of  the  conference  was 
instituted.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  a©, 
lion  of  the  conference  was  sustained  by  Ihp 
general  conference. 


STATE   OF    THE    CHTTECH. 

The  reader  will  indulge  a  few  concluding 
thoughts  on  the  present  stal«  of  the  church. 
In  their  quadrennial  address  to  the  genera] 
conference  of  1861,  the  superintendents,  who 
have  the  means  of  obtaining  the  most  exact 
and  thorough  information  on  the  subject,  say: 
*'0n  reviewing  the  labors  of  tlie  psi^t  four 
years,  we  are  happy  to  state  that  the  Lord 
has  been  with  us.  Our  progre.'»8  has  been 
steady  and  general.  Peace  prevails  through- 
out the  church.  Our  ministers  and  members 
manifest  a  disposition  to  'walk  by  the  same 
rule,  and  mind  the  same  thing,'  and  thus 
maintain  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bonds 
of  peace."  The  foHowing  facts,  Me]ec(ed  from 
the  annual  conference  charts,  wJU  exhibit,  to 
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some  extent,  the  progress   made  within  tfaft 
last  four  years.    We  have  now 

Proachiag  places,         -       -        '    5,204 

Classes. 3,001 

Sabbath-schtwls,  -  -  -  -  1,534 
Meeting-housea,  -  -  -  1,049 
Itinerant  preachers,  ...  726 
Local  preachers,        -       •       •         640 

Members, 94,463 

A  comparison  of  these  statistics  with  those 
of  1857,  shows  a  gain  in  four  years,  of  preach- 
ing places,  1,313;  classes,  1,28.5;  members, 
33,054  ;  itinerant  preachers,  226 ;  local  preach- 
ers, 223;  meeting-houses.  270;  Sabbath -schools, 
625.  These  facts  indicate  a  very  rapid  and 
healthful  growth. 

Again,  a  comparison  of  the  statistics  of 
186a-'61,  with  those  of  1850-'51,  indicates 
the  same  fact.  It  is  only  necessary  to  state 
that  the  whole  number  of  members  in  the 
church  in  1850-'61,  scarcely  reached  40,000, 
In  1800-'61,  the  number,  as  already  seen,  is 
&4,453,  showing  a  gain,  during  the  decade  of 
64,4o3.  For  some  statistical  details  the 
reader  is  referred  to  the  table  at  the  end  of 
this  volume. 

The  United  Brethren  in  Christ  are  still  a 
humble,  and  zealous  people.     Their  houses 
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of  worship  arc  plain  and  substantinl.  Kft 
ininist4;r  in  the  ohnrch,  as  fur  as  the  atilW 
is  informeci,  has  fallen  into  the  prevalent 
practice  of  reading  his  sermons;  and  tlie  prac- 
tice would  hardly  be  tolerated  in  any  mo- 
gfegAtion.  Uniteil  Brethren  ministers  are 
generally  well-informed  men,  called  from  tbe 
field  or  the  workshop.  They  are  good  ei- 
temporaiieoiis  speakers,  industrious,  not  ua- 
willing  to  labor  with  their  hands  when  duty 
requires  it,  and  successful  evangelists. 

Choirs  have  not  been  established  in  any 
congregation :  and  the  getieral  conference  of 
1861,  without  a  dissenting  vote,  adopted  a 
resolution,  pruhibitlng  their  introduction.  Or- 
gans, or  other  instruments  of  music,  would 
not  be  tolerated  in  the  public  worship  uf  <.*od. 
In  their  assemblies  the  men  and  wooica 
usually  sit  apart;  and  all  join  in  singing 
with  the  Spirit,  if  not  alwaj-s  with  the  undor- 
derstanding  also. 

That  thu  Christian  church  is  composed  only 
of  those  who  have  been  born  again,  and  now 
live  by  faith  on  thy  Soa  of  God,  is  a  univer- 
sal conviction.  Any  one  who  attends  their 
loTe-feast  meetings,  or  listens  to  their  prayers 
and  sermons,  or  witnesses  their  labors  wiUi 
seekers  of  r«>Ugion  at  tbo  mourner's   be; 
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«r  anxious  soat,  will  be  convinced  of  thU 
fact.  The  life  oe  God  is  the  socl  is  still 
the  great  thought  with  the  United  Brethren 
dn  Christ. 

At  the  close  of  the  general  conference  of  1861, 
one  of  the  bishops  said :  "  The  fact  has  beea 
developed  here,  that  on  all  important  ques- 
tions,— on  alt  ^eat  moral  questions^  tAis  church 
is  a  unit.  Toward  this  perfect  unity,  the  ten- 
dency haa  been  constant  for  the  last  ten  years. 
In  this  God  has  a  purpose.  We  are,  per- 
haps, yet  in  the  school.  Let  us  walk  hum- 
bly and  softly  before  God.  Let  us  bewaro 
lest  the  vessel  be  marred  in  the  hands  of  the 
potter.  God  has  had  a  purpose  in  raising 
up  this  people,  but  there  is  danger  that  the 
vessel  be  marred.     Let  us  be  watchful." 

"0  iD«7  «a  ent  valk  in  him. 
And  ooUSiiiii;  know  baide; 
IftKhing  dMlro.  fiuibicg  MtMtn. 
Bnl  Jmu*  onioifitd." 
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